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June 21, 2020 

10:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

 

Welcome! Come, let us worship together—apart!  

Thank you for offering a greeting, comment or “like” on Facebook LIVE so worship leaders know you are joining in. 

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (9:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music         Partita on "  Christ You Are My Life",  Johann Pachelbel                          Leslie Weber 
                

Welcome & Announcements                                        Rev. Chris Weichman  
   

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you 
 

 God shows no partiality. No race or group is shown special advantage. 

 In every nation anyone who respects him and who does what is right is acceptable to him. 
 

 You know the message God sent to all through the people of Israel. 

 It is a message of peace by Jesus Christ, who has been made Lord of all. 
 

 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.   

 He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

 He was put to death on the cross but God raised him up on the third day. 
 

 He then appeared to many witnesses and commanded them to preach to everyone  

 and testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him  

 receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 

 

 Today we gather in his name. 

 Today we bless God for the salvation that he freely offers us in Jesus Christ.  

               (inspired by Acts 10: 34-43, written by Rev. Richard J. Fairchild) 
 

*Hymn #755              Alleluia! Laud and Blessing                                         (page 6) 

 

 
 

 

*Prayer of Confession (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                         Seph Kumer   
 

  God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. 

  In God's reconciling love, God overcomes the barriers between us and breaks down 

  every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. (Confession of 1967, 9.44) 

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  
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   But we confess that we have failed to live out your reconciling love. 

  We talk about "  long white robes over yonder," 

  but we neglect the fact that people want some suits and dresses and shoes to wear down here. 

   We preach about "  streets flowing with milk and honey,"  

  but God has commanded us to be concerned about the slums down here, 

  and his children who can't eat three square meals a day. 

  We dream about the new Jerusalem, 

  but we must talk about the new New York, the new Atlanta, the new Philadelphia, the new Los 

 Angeles, the new Memphis, Tennessee. This is what we have to do. (Italicized from “I've Been to the Mountaintop”, 

                Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 1968) 

  The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another as persons 

  in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage, family, church, 

  and the exercise of political rights. Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all 

  racial discrimination and ministers to those injured by it.  (Confession of 1967, 9.44) 
                          

   Lord, we confess our complicity in the systems of oppression we have built and benefited from. 

  Give us the ears to listen to the cries of our sisters and brothers, the minds to understand, and the 

 will to tear down the walls of oppression that separate us and build your Kingdom here on earth. 

  In the name of your Son Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)        Seph Kumer  
  

   Hear the good news:  

   In Jesus Christ God sought reconciliation with us. 

  The risen Christ is the Savior of all. 

 

  All who are joined to Christ by faith are set right with God  

 and commissioned to serve as Christ’s reconciling community.  (Confession of 1967, 9.7, 9.10, 9.12) 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Share greetings of Christ’s peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 

Live out the peace of Christ you have shared, and has been shared with you, in the coming week. 

 

 
 

Reading  2 Corinthians 5:14-21                        Rachel Moldovan 
 

 14 For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 

have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 

died and was raised for them. 
 16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 

Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 

new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

Children’s Moment           Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #766                The Church Cannot Be Bound                           (page 6) 
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Reading  John 8:31-47          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 

my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will 

be made free’?” 
 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an 

opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. 38 I declare what I have seen in the Fa-

ther’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have heard from the Father.” 
 39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, 

you would be doing what Abraham did, 40 but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the 

truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are indeed doing what your father does.” 

They said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, 

“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on 

my own, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my 

word. 44 You are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 

from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 

according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not 

believe me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is 

from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are not from God.” 

 

Sermon              “The Truth Shall Set You Free”       Pastor Marcus Atkinson 

 

 

        

Time of Reflection      Lift Every Voice and Sing, J. Rosamond Johnson                         Leslie Weber 

 

If we pay attention to our emotions and reactions as we listen to God’s Word and for God in the midst of 

these challenging times, we may ask ourselves questions that can unlock prayer in places we might not expect: 

As you witness something that angers or frustrates you, how might you pray for justice in this situation? 

Allowing room for compassion, how might you pray for those who have angered you? 

 

(Adapted from “Praying in Challenging Times” written and published by The Church of Scotland. https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk) 
 

Pastoral Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)             Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
  God is Good…  All the Time! 

  All the Time…  God is Good! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                   Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread,   

  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn #756                O God of  Every Nation                   (page 7) 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box on page 4. 
 

Benediction                        Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
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*Doxology Hymn #609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

*Hymn #547 Verse 1 only        Go, My Children, with My Blessing             (page 7) 
  

Postlude               Postlude, Alexandre Guillemant                Leslie Weber 
 

In lieu of sanctuary flowers, a gift toward the Vicary Organ Fund was made today by 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Janet Jackson and family 

in loving memory of their parents Joseph & Svea Jackson and Milton & Lucille Doolittle 
 

Pastor Marcus Atkinson is Pastor of Community Engagement for Grace Church, 

Marcus also serves as board chair for one of our neighborhood partners, the Martin Luther King Center. 

He grew up on Erie’s lower west side, a neighbor of First Covenant. 

Thank you, Marcus, for your challenge to face uncomfortable realities in America and Christianity,  

and to “check where we stand in imitating Christ Jesus”. 
 

Cited in today’s Prayer of Confession: Confession of 1967 & “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” 

The Confession of 1967 is from the PC-USA’s Book of Confessions. It was written as the church’s response to racial 

and political unrest of the 1960’s. “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” was the last speech delivered by Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. in Memphis, Tenn. the night before his assassination (1968). Britney wove them together for today’s service. 
 

We are a “Matthew 25 Church” 
The church mission committee registered FPCC with Presbyterian Church (USA) for this designation.  Three thrusts 

of Matthew 25 Congregations: 1) Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen 
their faith and get actively and joyfully engaged with their community and  the world.  2) Dismantling structural 

racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, 
prejudice and oppression of people of color. 3.) Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, 

plans and structures in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Father’s Day! Today we give thanks to God for fathers and father-figures who love us, guide us, care for us! 
 

Interested in doing some reading related to Marcus’ sermon this morning?  Watch for a “Racial Bias & Justice” 

 summer reading list in the July church newsletter, each title suggested by a congregation member or friend.  

 

Blood Needed 35% of local blood drives have been canceled due to the pandemic. The Community Blood Bank blood 

 mobile will return to the church this Sat., June 27, from 8 to noon. Appointment required.  Wear mask. Wait out

 side or in car until called in. Temps taken. CBB staff will be masked, gloved. Call / text Tim Campbell: 397-8570. 

 

“Tailgate Brunch” June 28 Another chance to gather, socially-distanced outdoors at the church.  After worship, 

 bring a picnic lunch, chair, tv table / card table and visit with the church family, parking in every other parking 

 space. 11:30 a.m. to 12: 30 p.m. The Hospitality & Membership team will provide ice cream cups.  Monty Service 

 will share a few selections on the bell tower carillon. Wear masks. If rain, event will be rescheduled.  

 

Help Nathaniel Stumpf fill Little Italy’s Little Library If you have novels and story books for all ages to donate for 

 the Sisters of Saint Joseph Little Free Library at 436 E. 26 St., email Colleen Stumpf at: cstumpf@quinnfirm.com 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/poverty/
mailto:cstumpf@quinnfirm.com
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


“Unexpected Places and Faces” Small Groups studying Acts: Beginning June 24th on Facebook LIVE bible study at 
 noon, Pastor Britney will be kicking off our 8-week summer journey through the book of Acts. Small groups will be 
 meeting every other week to explore questions around the stories we have covered so far in worship and to go deep
 er. On the weeks groups don’t meet, join us at noon on Wednesdays on Facebook LIVE to continue the story (also 
 available on the Facebook page after airing.) Groups will meet the weeks of July 5th & 19th, August 2nd & 16th on 
 Zoom. Small groups to sign-up for: 
  +Praise Band group led by Monty Service: Thursdays 4:30 p.m. If you have played or sung with the praise band 
  or are interested in possibly joining them when possible again. montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org. 
         +Covenant Choir and Bells group with Leslie Weber: Wednesdays Bells-6:30 p.m. & Choir7:00. If you have  
  sung in the choir, played hand bells, OR are interested in joining when possible again. bachfan1956@gmail.com 
         +Women's group with Britney Knight: Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Interested? britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
        +Wednesday morning group with Britney Knight at 10:30. Open to ALL. britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Men's group with Chris Weichman: Time/Day TBD-group preference. chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Church Neighborhood group with Seph Kumer: Thursdays at 6 p.m. Live downtown near the church, or close 
  by, and want to be a part of a small group discussion? seph.kumer@firstcovenanterie.org 
         +Young Adult (18-30 yrs.) group with Rachel Moldovan: Thurs. at 6 p.m. rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 
          +Honeymooners…Still on It! group with Geoff and Darcy Ginader: Monday or Wednesday nights based best  
  night for couples who sign up! Interested? Sign up with Britney, britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
    Do you want to participate in a small group but none of these group times/days or descriptions speak to you? 
 Ellie Zimmer, Elder/Chair C.E. Committee, is interested in hosting a group.  Contact Britney Knight if interested! 
 

Celebrate Dr. David Oyler’s Retirement after 17 years serving as General Presbyter for the Presbytery of Lake Erie. 

 Wave a sign of thanks from your car during a drive-by parade at his home on Sunday afternoon, June 28:  

 Gather at 2:30 at Praise Cathedral Church of God, 5335 PA-89/Station Road, parking lot to line up the cars. Take 

 Exit 41 off I-90 and turn north. The church is on the right-hand side. Also, on Tuesday, June 30, there will be a 

 celebration worship service at 5:00 pm on YouTube with Dr. Oyler preaching. Search YouTube for the "First 

 Presbyterian Church of the Covenant" YouTube channel to participate.  
 

8 frosted cakes for Sunday Supper are needed, delivered down the exterior stairwell between 2:45 and 3:15 July 5. If 

 you can donate a cake, please call or text Pat Tracy at 814-504-2220 or email tptracy72@gmail.com  

 

Kids’ Faith Formation… Kids’ Church Zoom Meetings will be July 12th, & 26th, August 2nd & 16th at 11:30 AM-

 Noon.  On those Zoom meetings we will be digging deeper into the Acts Story. Activities/crafts for the kids who 

 join those Sundays will be delivered to them during the week to complete at their house. On June 28th Pastor Brit-

 ney will have a very special announcement for the kids about a way to connect with one another over the summer! 
 

Help former pastor Timm High and his Church help their flooded community. Timm is currently the Transitional 

 Pastor for Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church in Midland, Michigan. Dams failed in Midland in mid-May and the 

 community was devastated (including Rev. High’s home).  Your Mission Committee and Session would like to help 

 Timm’s congregation engage Midland residents and repair damage caused by the flood. Session has passed a motion 

 to match up to $2,000 in gifts from First Covenant members and friends. Make checks out to FPCC, and mail to the 

 church at 250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 by July 19, with “Midland Flood Relief” on the memo line. 
 

Pentecost Offering Make a gift to the Pentecost Offering to help the PC-USA encourage, develop, and support its 

 young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of your Pentecost offering will stay in Erie as a 

 gift to the Martin Luther King Center’s summer youth program. Mail your check to the church office with 

 “Pentecost Offering” on the memo line. 

 

“Is the church going to open soon?” The church was never “closed”. Worship, faith formation and neighborhood  

 ministry has never stopped.  Though Erie County is slated to “go green” on June 26, adapted in-person worship and 

 other gatherings in the building will not occur until August at soonest. Remember, we won’t be returning to how         

 things were in February. Erie County Health Department and Brotherhood Mutual Insurance shared advice. Congre-

 gational singing poses an issue as it spreads breath droplets much farther than 6 feet, even with a face covering. 

 Online, live-stream worship will continue even when in-person worship resumes. 
 

LIVE Church Calendar here: http://tiny.cc/uhf7nz  Have additions? Montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

 

 M O R E   I  N V I  T A T I  O N S   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y .  .  .  
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