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Communion 

June 7, 2020 

10:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE (New Time for Summer) 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

 

Welcome! We are worshiping together, apart!  

Be sure to offer a greeting, comment or “like” on Facebook LIVE so worship leaders know you are joining in. 

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (9:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music                 Fugue in E-Flat (St. Anne), J.S. Bach                           Leslie Weber 

            from The Clavier-Ubung  (German Organ Mass)  
     

Welcome & Announcements                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
   

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)         Rachel Moldovan 

 

  This is the day that the Lord has made. 

  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

*Hymn #1                      Holy, Holy, Holy                                (page 5) 

 

 
 

 

 

Moment For Ministry      Facing Privilege, Racism and Injustice               Diane Sutton 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (in unison)  Confession of Belhar (10.3)                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church 

 as the  community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 
  

 that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred  

  between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly 

 that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted; 
  

 that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways; 

  in that we love one another; 

 that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; 

 that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing 

  to one another... 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Share greetings of Christ’s Peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 

Live out the peace of Christ you have shared, and has been shared with you, in the coming week. 

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

 P R A Y I N G  

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/


 

 
 

Reading  Mark 3:13-15               
 

 13 He went up the mountain and called to him those whom he wanted, and they came to him. 14 And he 

appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the mes-

sage, 15 and to have authority to cast out demons.  
 

Children’s Moment                Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Hymn #12          “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”               (page 5) 

 

Reading  Genesis 2:1-4                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So 

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 

creation. 
 4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 
 

Sermon               “Being with Jesus”             Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 

*Hymn #507             “Come to the Table of Grace”           (page 6) 

 

Holy Communion           

Invitation to the Lord’s Table & Words of Institution            Rev. Chris Weichman 
  God is Good…  All the Time! 

  All the Time…  God is Good! 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)       

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread,   

  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Partaking of the Bread  Say, “The body of Christ, given for you.” to each other as you share the bread. 
 

Partaking of the Cup  Say, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” To each other as you share the cup. 
 

Communion Music  Praise and Thanksgiving                Leslie Weber 

     The Lord Bless you and Keep You, Peter Lutkin 
  

Prayer (unison) 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe, 

  for you have satisfied our souls with this feast of your grace. 

 Keep us faithful in your service until your realm of glory comes; 

  through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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 L  I   S   T  E  N  I   N  G  

 R E S P O N D I  N G  



Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box on page 4. 
 

Benediction                    Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Hymn #542  Verse 3 only        God be with You Till We Meet Again           (page 6) 
  

Postlude      Caprice, Nicolas  Clerambault             Leslie Weber 

 

In lieu of sanctuary flowers, a gift toward Sunday Supper ministry 

was made today by Nancy Baldwin Sturtevant in loving memory of Arthur W. Baldwin, 

Mr. & Mrs. George K. Frank, C. Robert Frank, David P. Frank and Mr. & Mrs. G. Daniel Baldwin 

 

 

 

About The Confession of Belhar... 

A portion of this Confession was used in today’s service. Where did it come from?  Why was it written? 

“How should the church respond when sin disrupts the church’s unity, creates division 

among the children of God, and constructs unjust systems that steal life from God’s creation? 

Members and leaders of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa faced these questions 

under apartheid.  The Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa has offered the Confession of Belhar 

to the global Reformed family as a gift, believing that the themes of unity, reconciliation, and justice 

issue a call from God to the whole church toward holy action, transformation, and life. 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) added Belhar to its Constitution in 2016 

because it believed the clarity of Belhar’s witness to unity, reconciliation, and justice 

might help the PC(USA) speak and act with similar clarity when it faces division, racism, and injustice.” 

—Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Book of Confessions 
 

About the organ gathering music today… 
A ‘triple-fugue’ written by JS Bach, it symbolizes the Trinity. Everything about this piece is associated 

with the number 3! For example: The key signature is in 3 flats, The fugue has 3 sections, each of which is 

written in triple meter, the melody jumps between 3 voices:  RH, LH and pedal. This fugue is sometimes 

called the “St. Anne Fugue”, as it paraphrases the popular hymn tune: O God Our Help in Ages Past.  
 

“The triple fugue ... is a symbol of the Trinity. The same theme recurs in three connected fugues, 

but each time with another personality. The first fugue is calm and majestic, with an absolutely uniform 

movement throughout; in the second the theme seems to be disguised, and is only occasionally 

recognizable in its true shape, as if to suggest the divine assumption of an earthly form; in the third, 

it is transformed into rushing semiquavers as if the Pentecostal wind were coming roaring from heaven.” 

— Albert Schweitzer, Jean-Sebastien Bach, le musicien-poête, 1905 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Schweitzer


 

 
  

Remote Communion June 7 Gather your “bread” and “cup” for communion during worship today at 10:00 a.m. 
 

10:00 for the summer: The live-streamed worship service has moved to 10:00 a.m. for the summer months. (You can 

 join worship services on the church Facebook page at any time...but LIVE at 10 a.m.) This is  our normal pattern 

 allowing worshipers (and staff) to worship early and enjoy the summer weather.  

 

Did you plant your Pentecost geranium? The geraniums symbolize “God is here!” Be sure to submit a photo and brief 

 story of your planting (where/why you planted, what this meant to you/your family) on Facebook or to: 

 office@firstcovenanterie.org   Thank you to all who made the social-distanced Grad Celebration possible last  week. 
 

Pentecost Offering One of our denomination’s special offerings. Make a gift to the Pentecost Offering to help the PC-

 USA encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of your 

 Pentecost offering will stay in Erie as a gift to the Martin Luther King Center’s summer youth program. The remain-

 ing 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission 

 Agency. Mail your check to the church office with “Pentecost Offering” on the memo line. 
 

Sponsor Pat  Erie United Methodist Alliance (EUMA) funds the Our Neighbors’ Place ministry at a cost of $12-$14K 

 a year. This is the November-through-March shelter that rotates between several churches in Erie, including First 

 Covenant Their main fundraiser is the virtual Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community which will accept donations 

 through June 30th. Pat Tracy is “walking” for FPCC. To support Our Neighbors’ Place for winter 2020-21, and 

 sponsor Pat, go to http://hcf.convio.net/EUMA  and search for “Pat Tracy”. 
 

The Community Blood Bank bloodmobile will be at the church on Sat., June 27, from 8 to noon. Appointment required.  
 Wear mask. Wait in car until called in. Temps taken. CBB staff will be masked, gloved. Call or text Tim Campbell: 
 397-8570. 
 

“Unexpected Places and Faces” is an 8-week group study & preaching series on Acts coming later in June. A bi- 
 weekly Bible study on the upcoming sermon text will be presented by Pastors Chris and Britney starting Tuesday, 
 June 23. Bi-weekly discussion groups will gather on Zoom on different days/times of the week led by Chris, Britney, 
 Seph, Monty, Leslie and Rachel. There will be a men’s group, women’s group, neighborhood group,  music ministry 
 groups, young adult group and more. Watch for more details coming soon. Interested in participating? Interested in 
 leading/hosting a Zoom group? Reach out to Britney at britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

What is a “Matthew 25 Church”? After a few months of discussion, the church Mission Committee registered FPCC 
 with Presbyterian Church (USA) for this designation.  Three thrusts of being a Matthew 25 Congregation: 1) Build-
 ing congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen their faith and get actively and joyful
- ly engaged with their community and the world.  2) Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break 
 down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of 
 color. 3.) Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that 
 perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor. Signing up was easy. Living into these is the challenge. 
 

“How long will the church be closed?” The church was never “closed”. Worship, faith formation and neighborhood  

 ministry has never stopped.  In-person worship and other gatherings in the building will not occur until at least after 

 June 30. And remember, we won’t be returning to how things were in February. Many adaptations are being devel-

 oped to ensure the most “touchless”, socially-distant experience possible. Congregational singing is an issue as it

 spreads breath droplets much farther than 6 feet. The staff is consulting with multiple organizations. Stay tuned. 
 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities for all ages - Join one this week! 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 

Missed LIVE worship or Bible Study? Find video of past events: www.firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Make Erie Count by completing the 2020 Census: www.2020Census.gov 
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 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
http://hcf.convio.net/EUMA
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/poverty/
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.2020Census.gov
http://www.2020Census.gov
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
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