
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 24, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

 

Wherever you are worshiping from, welcome! 

Be sure to offer a greeting, comment or “like” on Facebook LIVE so worship leaders know you are joining in. 

In worship, we all are participants (no spectators but God): 

Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Share comments when prompted. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music             Amazing Grace, David Cherwein                Leslie Weber 

    Pisgah, Dale Wood 

 

Welcome & Announcements                          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)      Seph Kumer 

 

 Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
 a new world has broken into ours— 
  a world in which justice does come for the poor, 
  freedom comes for the prisoners, 
  and healing for the sick. 
 Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
 a new community has been formed— 
  a community that loves and cares for all members, 
  a family that welcomes all who are abandoned and rejected, 
  a place where all find a place of belonging. 
 Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
 a new creation has begun—  
  all that was distorted is being restored, 
  all that is corrupted is being renewed, 
  all that was broken is being made whole. 
 

 Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, 
 God’s new world has begun.  
 Christine Sine, http://godspace-msa.com/2014/05/13/ascension-day-what-is-it-all-about/  

 

*Hymn #267             Come, Christians, Join to Sing                  (page 5 of guide) 
 

 

 
 

*Call to Confession and Prayer  (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 While we claim to celebrate the ascension of our Lord, 

  the way we live proclaims our lack of faith in his power to deal with the world. 

  Let us confess the incongruity between our faith and practice. 

 G  A  T  H  E  R  I   N G  

(1) continued... 

 P R A Y I N G  

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
http://godspace-msa.com/2014/05/13/ascension-day-what-is-it-all-about/


 Let us pray: 

 We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust. 

 While we sing of your lordship over all creation, 

  we have too often acted as though you are powerless in the face of today's events. 

 Help us to live with confidence in your presence today 

  and in hope for life with you forever. Amen. 
 Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/it-s-a-good-thing-he-left-john-16  
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                           Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? 

 Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, 

  Christ prays for us. (Romans 8:34) 

 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Peace is something we often take for granted... 

Share greetings of Christ’s Peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
 

 

 
 

Reading  John 17:1-11              Rachel Moldovan  
 

 1After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave 

me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before 

the world existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 

you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is 

from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 

truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine 

are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 

me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 

Children’s Moment          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #314       Longing for Light We Wait in Darkness      (page 5 of guide) 

 

Reading  Acts 1:1-14           Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day 

when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from 

me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
(2) 

 L  I   S   T  E  N  I   N  G  

continued... 



 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Gali-

lee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were stay-

ing, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

Sermon            “One”       Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 
 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith (in unison)          Nicene Creed 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer              Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
(3) 

 R E S P O N D I  N G  

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

 and the Virgin Mary 

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

 to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son 

 is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic 

  and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism 

 for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



*Hymn #192       Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining      (page 6 of guide) 

 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Benediction                Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Memorial Bells Take time to enter names of loved ones you are remembering into the comment section... 
 

Hymn #542  Verse 1 only        God be with You Till We Meet Again   (page 7 of guide) 

  

Postlude               Fanfare, Jean Jacques Lemmens              Leslie Weber 

 

A gift to Youth Ministry in lieu of flowers was made today by Mr. John Shifler in loving memory of Susan L. Shifler. 

 
  
 
 

Covenant Chimes newsletters for June were mailed Friday. They were also emailed with this worship guide.  If you 
 want to receive weekly ministry updates and worship guides, send an email to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: Grads & Geraniums “Drive-In/Drive-Thru” May 31 at 2:00 p.m. It’s like Fellowship Hour from 

 your car in the church parking lot! Masked & social distanced. Bring noise-makers, signs, streamers, banners to cel-

 ebrate our high school and college grads: Haley Fabich, Emma Howell and Daniele Loney, Emma Shimek.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY: 100 Red Pentecost geraniums will be present in worship on May 31, then available for you to pick 

 up (1 per family) at 2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot to plant at home, or with permission, somewhere in the com-

 munity to witness that “God is here!” always, but especially now. Maybe you can plant one for a member of the 

 church family who cannot join us at the event? Be sure to submit a photo and brief story of your planting (where/

 why you planted, what this meant to you/your family) on Facebook or to: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

10:00 IN JUNE! Mark your calendars now. Beginning June 7 (Communion) the live-streamed worship service will move to 

 10:00 a.m. for the summer months. (You can still watch at 11...it just won’t be LIVE.) This is our normal pattern...and it 

 allows worshipers (and staff) more time to enjoy the summer weather. 
 

“How long will it be?” Until we can return to in-person worship? A good question. Long. And remember, we won’t  

 be returning to how things were in February. There are many adaptations being developed to allow for the most 

 “touchless”, socially-distant experience possible. Sanitizing products were ordered. The staff is consulting with the 

 Erie County Health Dept. regarding a measured, deliberate, phased reopening plan for the church. 

 

Progress is being made working out the “bugs” in audio and video for streaming worship. Thank you for your prayers!  

 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities for all ages - Join one this week! 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 Zoom Kids’ Church-Sundays at 10 to 10:45 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org Last one: May 31 

 Zoom & GroupMe Youth Group-Sundays 4:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org Last one: May 31 

 Zoom Women & The Word-Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org Last one: May 26 
 

 

(4) 

 I  N V I  T A T I  O N   T O   M I  N I  S T R Y  

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:office@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
mailto:britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org
http://www.firstcovenanterie.org
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