
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 17, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

Welcome! LIVE from McBrier Chapel —for one week only! 

The flagstone floors in the sanctuary are being refinished and our 8:30 worshipers are missing “their space”. 

It’s not possible for 150 friends to worship in the chapel together—except on Facebook LIVE! 

Be sure to offer a greeting, comment or “like” on Facebook LIVE so worship leaders know you are joining in. 

In worship, we all are participants: Sing. Pray. Read aloud bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music             Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, J.S. Bach                               Leslie Weber 

   In Christ there is no East or West, Dale Wood 

Welcome & Announcements                                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)      Seph Kumer 

 

 We are gathered— 

  new followers and lifelong disciples, 

  the powerful and the powerless, 

 those who have too little and those who have too much. 

 We are gathered, for we are one in Christ. 
  

 We are here— 

  seekers and skeptics, 

   sinners and saints, 

    the poor in spirit and the rich in faith. 

 We are here, for we are eager to hear God’s word. 
 We are here, together. 

 Let us glorify the one true God. 
 

*Hymn #317             In Christ There Is No East or West                  (page 5 of guide) 
 

 

 
 

*Prayer of Confession (unison)            Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 Lord Jesus, you long for us to be one, just as you and the Father are one. 

 But we gravitate toward those who 

  think like us, 

   behave like us, 

    pray like us, 

 because it is easier than looking beyond difference 

  to discover what is good and kind and faithful 

   in those we call the other. 
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 Even in our faith communities, 

  we are slow to embrace our siblings in faith 

   with whom we hold little in common. 

 Forgive us, we pray. 

  Wash us in the waters of our baptism so that with one mind, 

   we might continue the work you gave us to do. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                      Rev. Britney L. V. Knight
  

 Hear the good news!  

 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,  

  that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  

 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,  

  that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  

 I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ,  

  we are forgiven. 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Times of great anxiety remind us: peace is something we often take for granted... 

Share greetings of Christ’s Peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
 

 

 
 

 

Reading Matthew 6:25-34              Rachel Moldovan  
 

 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look 

at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your 

span of life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But 

if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 

not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 

‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and 

indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 

enough for today. 

 

Children’s Moment         Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #625                    How Great Thou Art  (O Lord My God)       (page 6 of guide) 
 

 

Reading 1 Peter  5:6-11                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 

time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a 

roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 
(2) 
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 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergo-

ing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 

has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 

him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Sermon           “Casting Cares”             Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

  

 God is Good… All the Time! 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

Time of Reflection            Pastorale, Flor Peeters                                           Leslie Weber 

 

During this time you are invited to share any fears and anxieties you would like to relinquish to God. 

 You may also share brief prayer requests ...all in the Facebook LIVE comment section 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

*Hymn #546       Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing      (page 5 of guide) 

   

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Benediction                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Postlude               Psalm XIX, Benedetto Marcello              Leslie Weber 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

http://www.firstcovenanterie.org


  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

90 Years! Ministry from 250 West 7th Street, in the heart of Erie, began during a world economic crisis. Who could 
 have imagined this international crisis 90 years later? Witness God’s faithfulness all along the way... 1930 to 2020  

  

Ministry is still happening! If you want to receive weekly ministry updates and these worship guides, send your email 

 to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Have an idea for socially-distanced ministry in June, July, August? It is time to think outside the box. It always is. 

 Submit your ideas for (& willingness to lead) socially-distanced or virtual ministry: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Today: June Chimes Deadline Have a submission? Send it by midnight tonight to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Grads & Geraniums “Drive-In/Drive-Thru” May 31 at 2:00 p.m.  Come down to the church parking lot. It’s like Fel-

 lowship Hour from your car! Masked & social distanced. Bring noise-makers, signs, streamers, banners to celebrate 

 our high school and college grads: Haley Fabich, Emma Howell and Daniele Loney. Have a grad in your family? 

 Sign them up with: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org. You can also pick up a “God is here!” geranium to plant... 
 

100 Red Pentecost geraniums will be present in worship on May 31, then available for you to pick up (1 per family) at  

 2:00 p.m. in the church parking lot to plant at home or (with permission) somewhere in the community to witness

 that “God is here!” even in this uncomfortable, disorienting time. Maybe you can plant one for a member of the 

 church family who cannot join us at the event? Be sure to submit a photo and brief story of your planting (where/

 why you planted, what this meant to you/your family) on Facebook or to: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

10:00 IN JUNE: Facebook LIVE worship time change  Mark your calendars now. Beginning June 7 (Communion) the 

 live-streamed worship service will move to 10:00 a.m. for the summer months. (You can still watch at 11...it just won’t 

 be LIVE.) This is our normal pattern...and it allows worshipers (and staff) more time to enjoy the backyard, take a drive, 

 play a round of golf, etc. 
 

Worship Guide Clothesline & Delivery Every Saturday, hard copies of the next day’s worship guide are provided on a 

 clothesline in the breezeway leading to the 7th Street parking lot doors of the church. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. for social dis-

 tanced pick-up. Would you like to help deliver worship guides to homebound members or members who live in a care 

 facility? Contact us at: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Have you taken time to thank God for the people who often put their health at risk or the last two months? Letter carriers, 

 parcel delivery drivers, bus drivers, drive-through bank tellers, take-out window personnel, grocery store clerks, refuse 

 collectors, nurses, doctors, medical housecleaning staff, gas station workers, police, firefighters, paramedics... 
 

Triage>Transition>Transformation We have moved from “Triage” Red to “Transition” Yellow in Erie County and 

 large gatherings are not recommended (or permitted). Worship through at least June 30 will continue online only. 
 

“How long will it be?” A good question. Long. Months probably. Until we can return to in-person worship. And 

 remember, we won’t be returning to how things were in February. There are many adaptations being developed to 

 allow for the most “touchless” experience possible. Sanitizing products have been ordered. The staff is consult-

 ing with the Erie County Health Dept. regarding a measured, deliberate, phased reopening plan for the church.  

 

Progress is being made on working out the “bugs” in audio and video for streaming worship online.  Please contine to 

 be patient.  And pray for the church staff & leaders. Thank you! 

 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities for all ages - Join one this week! 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 Zoom Kids’ Church-Sundays at 10 to 10:45 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom & GroupMe Youth Group-Sundays at 4:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom Women & The Word-Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Missed LIVE worship or Bible Study? Find video of past events: www.firstcovenanterie.org 

 

LIVE Church Calendar here: http://tiny.cc/uhf7nz  Have additions? Montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Make Erie Count by taking advantage of extra time at home to complete your 2020 Census: www.2020Census.gov 
 

Vote from Home Apply by May 26 for mail-in ballot for the June 2 PA primary: www.VotesPA.com/MailBallot 
(4) 
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