
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 10, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

Welcome! Whatever your tradition, home church, or location, today we are The Church together, worshiping. 

Is anybody out there? Be sure to offer a greeting on Facebook LIVE so worship leaders know you are joining in. 

In worship, we are participants: Sing. Pray. Read aloud the bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music          ‘Allegro’  from Concerto II in A Minor, Vivaldi / Bach                   Leslie Weber 

 

Welcome & Announcements                              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                 Seph Kumer 

 

 O people, praise our God—the Artist of creation, 

 the Lord of heaven and earth. 

  We worship our Maker with resounding praise! 
 In God we live and move and have our being; 

 it is the Lord who gives us life and breath. 

  God has kept us among the living and not let our feet slip. 
 God formed all people to seek the Lord; 

 indeed, our Creator is never far away. 

  Bless the Lord, who is faithful to us! 
 

*Hymn #321             The Church’s One Foundation 
 

   The chur-ch's one foun-da-tion is Je-sus Christ, her Lord; 

   she is his new cre-a-tion by wa-ter and the word. 

   From heav'n he came and sought her to be his ho-ly bride. 

   With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 

   E-lect from ev-ery na-tion, yet one o'er all the earth, 

   her char-ter of sal-va-tion: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 

   One ho-ly name she bless-es, par-takes one ho-ly food, 

   and to one hope she press-es, with ev-ery grace en-dued. 
  

  Though with a scorn-ful wonder this world sees her op-pressed, 

  by schis-ms rent a-sun-der, by her-e-sies dis-tressed, 

  yet saints their watch are keep-ing, their cry goes up: "How long?" 

  And soon the night of weep-ing shall be the morn of song. 
  

  'Mid toil and trib-u-la-tion, and tu-mult of her war, 

  she waits the con-sum-ma-tion of peace for-ev-er-more: 

  till with the vi-sion glo-rious her long-ing eyes are blest, 

  and the great church vic-to-rious shall be the church at rest. 
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 Yet she on earth has un-ion with the God, the Three in One, 

 and mys-tic sweet com-mu-nion with those whose rest is won: 

 O hap-py ones and ho-ly! Lord, give us grace that we, 

 like them, the meek and low-ly, may live e-ter-nal-ly. 

 

 

*Prayer of Confession (unison)          Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments,” you said. 

 And, in the same breath, you promised an Advocate would come to us. 

 You, Lord, were faithful to your promise. 
  

 `But we—we have broken your law of love. 

  We have hoarded resources, rather than feeding your sheep. 

  We have stoked competition, rather than kneeling at others’ feet. 

  We have kept silent, rather than testifying to our belief. 
  

 For not showing our love for you by loving one another, forgive us. 

 Help us obey your commandments and keep us ever faithful to your Word 

  by the power of your Spirit, who abides with and among us. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                      Rev. Britney L. V. Knight
  

 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

  The old life is gone; a new life has begun. 

 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.   

  Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

There’s nothing like a time of great anxiety to remind us that peace is something we often take for granted... 

Share greetings of Christ’s Peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 
 

 

 

Reading John 14:15-21               Rachel Moldovan 

 

 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 

you. 
 18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see 

me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Fa-

ther, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

Children’s Moment         Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #804     Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart 
 

 Re-joice, ye pure in heart, re-joice, give thanks, and sing! 

 Your fes-tal ban-ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King. 

   Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice...rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

(2) 
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   (Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice...rejoice, give thanks, and sing!) 

 

 With voice as full and strong, as o-cean’s sur-ging praise, 

 send forth the stur-dy hymns of old, the psalms of an-cient days.  Refrain 
 

 Yes, on thro' life's long path, still chan-ting as ye go, 

 from youth to age, by night and day, in glad-ness and in woe:  Refrain 
 

 At last the march shall end, the wearied ones shall rest; 

 the pilgrims find their Father's house, Jerusalem the blest.  Refrain 

 

 Then on, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 Your fes-tal ban-ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your King.  Refrain 

 

Reading 1 Peter  3:13-17                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts 

sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an ac-

counting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, 

so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.    
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
 

Sermon          “Doing the Right Thing”            Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 God is Good… All the Time! 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Time of Reflection     Siciliana on ‘The Call’, Ralph Vaughan Williams                   Leslie Weber 

 

During this time we ask that you enter brief prayer requests in the Facebook LIVE comment section 

so that we can pray for and with one another. The ministry staff will pray over these requests throughout the week. 
 

*Hymn #366          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

   

 Love di-vine, all loves ex-cel-ling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

 fix in us thy hum-ble dwell-ing; all thy faith-ful mer-cies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all com-pas-sion; pure un-bound-ed love thou art; 

 vis-it us with thy sal-va-tion; en-ter ev-ery trem-bling heart. 
 

 Breathe, O breathe thy lov-ing Spirit in-to ev-ery trou-bled breast! 

 Let us all in thee in-her-it; let us find the prom-ised rest. 

 Take a-way the love of sin-ning;Al-pha and O-me-ga be; 

 end of faith, as its be-gin-ning, set our hearts at lib-er-ty. 
(3) 
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 Come, Al-might-y to de-liv-er; let us all thy life re-ceive; 

 sud-den-ly re-turn, and nev-er, nev-er-more thy tem-ples leave. 

 Thee we would be al-ways bless-ing, serve thee as thy hosts a-bove, 

 pray and praise thee with-out ceas-ing, glo-ry in thy per-fect love. 

 

 Fin-ish, then, thy new cre-a-tion; pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great sal-va-tion per-fect-ly re-stored in thee: 

 changed from glo-ry in-to glo-ry, till in heav’n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in won-der, love, and praise. 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 

Give by clicking the blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Benediction                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Postlude         Intermezzo VI, Hermann Schroeder              Leslie Weber 
 

A gift to Sunday Suppers Ministry in lieu of flowers was made today by Mrs. Cecily Sesler 

in memory of her husband Bill, and their parents, Harriet & Kenneth Parke and Pauline & Frederick Sesler. 
 

A gift to the Vicary Organ Fund in lieu of flowers was made today by Mrs. Ellen Engstrom 

in memory of her husband Alan G. Engstom, his mother Edna K. Engstrom, and his grandmother Jennie M. Engstrom. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! Notice the “LOVE” banner today? It features the “hands” of Covenant Connections diners and Study 

 Space students (2018). LOVE-d by God to LOVE others. Thank God today for mothers and mother-figures to LOVE us! 

 

Triage>Transition>Transformation As we move from “Triage Red” to “Transition Yellow” in Erie County and in the 

 church, sign up for weekly ministry updates and worship guides by sending your email to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

“How long will it be?” Long. Months probably. Until we can return to in-person worship.  And until we work out the 

 “bugs” in audio and video for streaming worship online.  Please be patient.  And pray for  church staff & leaders.  

 

Vote from Home Apply by May 26 for mail-in ballot for the June 2 PA primary: www.VotesPA.com/MailBallot 

 

Celebrate our grads May 31 at a church drive-in celebration. If you have a grad in your family be sure to sign them up 

 with: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org (Also pick-up Pentecost geraniums for a special project...details coming) 

 

Pray for our Gannon friends (students & staff) as a challenging semester concluded this week. ♥ Congrats, graduates! 
 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities - Join one this week! 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 Zoom Kids’ Church-Sundays at 10 to 10:45 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom & GroupMe Youth Group-Sundays at 4:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom Women & The Word-Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

(4) 

3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 
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