
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 3, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE with Remote Communion 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

Welcome! Whatever your tradition, home church, or location, today we are The Church worshiping together. 

If you take a moment to “share” this LIVE service on your Facebook page newsfeed, others can join us. 

In worship, we are participants: Sing. Pray. Read aloud the bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music          Sheep May Safely Graze, JS Bach                          Leslie Weber 
     Prelude on The Lord’s My Shepherd, Searle Wright                       
 

Welcome & Announcements                             Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)        Rachel Moldovan 

 

 Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” 

  We long for abiding peace and friendship that renews our souls. 
 Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” 

  We seek wisdom that endures and guidance for our journey. 
 Jesus says, “Where I am, there you may be also.” 

  We come to encounter Christ. Let us worship our God! 
 

*Hymn #802             The King of Love 
 

 The King of love my shep-herd is, whose good-ness fail-eth nev-er; 

  I noth-ing lack if I am His, And He is mine for-ev-er. 
 

 Where streams of liv-ing wat-er flow my ran-somed soul He lead-eth, 

  and, where the ver-dant pas-tures grow, with food ce-les-tial feed-eth. 
 

 Per-verse and fool-ish oft I strayed, but yet in love He sought me, 

  and on his shoul-der gent-ly laid, and home re-joi-cing brought me. 

 

 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill with thee, dear Lord, be-side me; 

  thy rod and staff my com-fort still, thy cross be-fore to guide me. 

 

 Thou spread’st a ta-ble in my sight; thy unc-tion grace be-stow-eth; 

  And oh, what tran-sport of de-light from thy pure cha-lice flow-eth! 

 

 And so through all the length of days thy good-ness fail-eth nev-er; 

  Good Shep-herd, may I sing thy praise with-in thy house for-e-ver. 
 
 

 

 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                     Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 Holy God, in baptism you claim us as beloved children 

  and set us apart as witnesses to your love. 
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 At times we forget we bear the mark of your grace 

  and act as if you have no claim on our lives. 

 You call us to the risky work of justice and peace, 

  but we default to what is comfortable and safe. 

 You call us to ministries of generosity and compassion, 

  but we make little room in our busy lives for gestures of mercy 

   beyond moments of spontaneous kindness. 

 Wash us again with your grace and transform us by your Word, 

  that we might proclaim your good news in word and deed. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)            Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Hear the good news of God’s promise: I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 

  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)           Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Pass the peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream 

Greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ! 
 

 

 

Reading Psalm 23, King James Version                  Seph Kumer 

 

 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

  for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

  thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

Children’s Moment         Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

Hymn #394    Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

 Christ is made the sure foun-da-tion, Christ the head and cor-ner-stone, 

  cho-sen of the Lord and pre-cious, bind-ing all the church in one; 

  ho-ly Zi-on's help for-ever, and our con-fi-dence alone. 

 To this tem-ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay: 

  come, with all your lov-ing-kind-ness; hear your peo-ple as they pray; 

  and your ful-lest ben-e-dic-tion share with each of us to-day. 

 Here be-stow on all your ser-vants what they seek from you to gain, 

  what they gain from you for-ev-er with the bles-sed to re-tain, 

  and here-af-ter in your glo-ry ev-er-more with you to reign. 

 (2) 
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 Laud and hon-or to the Fa-ther, laud and hon-or to the Son, 

  laud and hon-or to the Spir-it, ev-er three and ever one: 

  one in might, and one in glo-ry, while un-end-ing ages run! 

 

Reading 1 Peter  2:1-10                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 2 Like new-

born infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you 

have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, 

and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 
   8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 

proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

Sermon             “Living Stones”                       Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Hymn #515           I Come with Joy 

 

 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv-en, loved and free, 

 the life of Je-sus to re-call, in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me. 

 I come with Chris-tians far and near to find, as all are fed, 

 the new com-mu-ni-ty of love in Christ's com-mu-nion bread, in Christ's com-mu-nion bread. 

 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di-vi-sion ends. 

 The love that made us, makes us one, and stran-gers now are friends. and stran-gers now are friends. 

 The Spir-it of the ri-sen Christ, un-seen, but ev-er near, 

 is in such friend-ship bet-ter known, a-live a-mong us here, a-live a-mong us here. 

 To-ge-ther met, to-ge-ther bound by all that God has done, 

 we'll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 
Words: Brian Wren, © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company,  Music: American folk melody; arr. Austin Lovelace ©1977 Hope Publishing Company. 

All rights reserved  ONELICENSE #734089-A. 

 

Holy Communion                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table & Words of Institution 
  God is Good… All the Time! 

  All the Time… God is Good! 
 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
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 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Partaking of the Bread  Say “The body of Christ, given for you.” to each other as you share bread in your home. 
 

Partaking of the Cup  Say “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” to each other as you share the cup in your home. 
 

Communion Music  The King of Love My Shepherd Is, Dan Forrest                Leslie Weber 
 

Prayer (unison)                  Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Thank you, O God, for giving us communion with our risen and glorious Lord. 

 Now may we be living stones 

  built into a spiritual house of the new life that has come into the world; 

 through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Benediction                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Postlude              ‘Allegro’ from Suite Gothique, Leon Boellmann               Leslie Weber 
 

 

 
 

 

90 Years! Ministry from 250 West 7th Street, in the heart of Erie, began during a world economic crisis.  Who could 

 have imagined this international crisis 90 years later?  Witness God’s faithfulness all along the way... 1930 to 2020  

 

Triage>Transition>Transformation As we move from Covid “Triage” to “Transition” in PA, in Erie and in the church, 

 sign up for weekly ministry updates and worship guides by sending your email to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing No fish banks or envelopes. Give directly to Presbyterian hunger relief and disaster 

 assistance: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/oghs/ or mail your check to the church with memo: “OGHS” 
 

“Bells Across PA”  including ours, ring 3 min. at 7 tonight in memory of Covid victims & gratitude to frontline workers 
 

4 more writers needed! Serve as a campus minister with our Gannon friends as their semester ends. Get a list of 5 home

 addresses for students to send them encouraging notes. Contact Rachel: rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Our next City Mission takeout Lunch is May 7 from 10 to 12:30.  Masked & gloved. Contact Linda Holmes: 825-3889 
 

Sunday Supper help needed:  FPCC will serve on May 10th, Mother’s Day.  10 frosted cakes and 4 volunteers are 

 needed.  Contact Pat Tracy, 504-2220 or tptracy72@gmail.com. 

 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 Zoom Confirmation Class-Wednesdays 4 to 5:15 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom Kids’ Church-Sundays at 10 to 10:45 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom & GroupMe Youth Group-Sundays at 4:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom Women & The Word-Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
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4 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2. Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click GIVE NOW. 
3. Mail check to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 
4. On Facebook LIVE, click the blue “Shop Now” button. 
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