
 

 
 

 

 

 

April 26, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 

www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 
 

Welcome! Whatever your tradition, home church, or location, today we are The Church worshiping together. 

If you take a moment to “share” this LIVE service on your newsfeed, posting it to your page, others can join us. 

In worship, we are patiticipants: Sing. Pray. Read aloud the bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Carillon (10:45 a.m.)                   Monty Service 

 

Gathering Music          He Leadeth Me, Cynthia Dobrinski               Leslie Weber 
     Prelude and Fugue in G Major, JS Bach                      
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)        Rachel Moldovan 

 

 What shall we return to God for all God’s bounty to us? 

  We will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
 

*Hymn #839             Blessed Assurance 
 

  Bles-sed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! O what a fore-taste of glo-ry di-vine! 

  Heir of sal-va-tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spi-rit, washed in his blood. 
    

   Refrain: This is my sto-ry; this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long. 

             This is my sto-ry; this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long. 
  

  Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight; 

  angels de-scend-ing, bring from a-bove ech-oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love. 
 

  Refrain  
 

 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest, 

 watch-ing and wait-ing, look-ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness, lost in his love. 
 

  Refrain 

 

 
 

 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                             Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
 

 Living Lord, by the power of your Spirit, you are present among us. 

  Yet, like the first disciples, we fail to see you in our midst. 

 We do not realize you are walking beside us, 

  for we are rushing to meet the demands of hectic schedules and overcrowded lives. 

 We do not notice you in everyday encounters, 

  for we are distracted by daily labors and consumed by our own concerns. 

 We do not recognize you on our streets or at our tables, 

  for our expectations are too limited to imagine all the ways you dwell among us. 

 Open our eyes to perceive you in our midst, 

  so that—seeing you clearly—we might follow you faithfully. 
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*Assurance of Pardon (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)    Rachel Moldovan 
  

 The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with the awareness of our need, 

  we are given grace to grow, and courage to continue the journey. 

 Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
 

*Passing of the Peace (responsive, please read aloud the bold print) 

 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

Pass the peace by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream 

In this anxiety-filled season, how good it is to share wishes of peace in the name of Jesus Christ! 
 

 

 

Reading Luke 24:13-31                       Rachel Moldovan 

 

 13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 

and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing 

him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 

still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger 

in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, 

“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be con-

demned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and be-

sides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 

astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there, they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 

him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the proph-

ets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 

glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself 

in all the scriptures. 

 

 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 

nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed 

and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 

from their sight. 
 

Children’s Moment         Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 

Hymn #490    Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters 
 

 Wash, O God, your sons and daugh-ters, new-born crea-tures of your womb. 

 Num-ber them a-mong your peop-ple, raised like Christ from death and tomb. 

 Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light. 

 Fill, a-noint them; send your Spir-it, holy dove and heart’s de-light. 
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 Ev-ery day we need your nur-ture; by your milk may we be fed. 

 Let us join your feast par-ta-king cup of bles-sing, liv-ing bread. 

 God, re-new us; guide our foot-steps, free from sin and all its snares, 

 one with Christ in liv-ing, dy-ing, by your Spir-it, chil-dren, heirs. 
 

 O how deep your hol-y wis-dom! Un-i-mag-ined, all your ways! 

 To your name be glo-ry, hon-or! With our lives we wor-ship, praise! 

 We your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa-ter-washed and Spir-it-born. 

 By your grace, our lives we of-fer. Re-cre-ate us; God, trans-form! 

 

Words: Ruth Duck, © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company).; Music: James H. Wood, © 1958, 

ren 1986 Broadman Press/Van Ness Press, Inc. (admin. Music Services). All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE # 734089-A  

 

Reading 1 Peter  1:1-9                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithyn-

ia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work 

of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 

birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that 

can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by 

God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These 

have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 

though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you 

have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 

with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls. 
 

Sermon          “Exile on Main Street”            Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)              Rev. Chris Weichman 

 God is Good… All the Time! 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                 Rev. Chris Weichman 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Time of Reflection         He Leadeth Me, William Bradbury            Montgomery Service 

 

During this time we ask that you enter brief prayer requests in the Facebook LIVE comment section 

so that we can pray for and with one another. The ministry staff will pray over these requests throughout the week. 
 

*Hymn #542          God Be with You Till We Meet Again 

   

  God be with you till we meet a-gain; lov-ing coun-sels guide, up-hold you, 

   with a shep-herd’s care en-fold you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 
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  God be with you till we meet a-gain; un-seen wings pro-tect-ing hide you, 

   dai-ly man-na still provide you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 
 

  God be with you till we meet a-gain; when life’s per-ils thick con-found you, 

   put un-fail-ing arms a-round you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 
 

  God be with you till we meet a-gain; keep love’s ban-ner float-ing o’er you. 

   Smite death’s threat-ening wave be-fore you: God be with you till we meet a-gain. 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings    We give out of gratitude to God for… 
 

Give by clicking the new, blue “shop now” button above this livestream or use ways listed in the box below. Thank you. 
 

Benediction                      Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

 Creator, Word, and Spirit one.     Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson ©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 

Postlude    Allegro from Concerto in G Major, Vivaldi / Bach              Leslie Weber 
 

A gift to the Vicary Organ Fund in lieu of flowers was made today by Mrs. Marilyn Evans 

in loving memory of her husband Pastor Lewis Evans, and their son Mark. 

 

 
 

 

 

The bell tower carillon, a gift of Romaine Musso in memory of her husband Ben, was routinely played by Bill Heard in 

 recent years.  Thanks to Monty Service, the church tower once again rings out God’s love in Erie’s west bayfront.  

 

Do we have your correct email address? If so, each Friday you will receive ministry news/updates and a pdf copy of a 

 worship guide.  If you would like to be included, send your name and email to office@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

Remote Communion will be celebrated during worship next Sunday, May 3. Gather “bread” & “cup” at home. 
 

No “Study Space” but we can still be campus ministers with our Gannon friends as the semester ends. Get a list of 5

 students and their addresses for mailing encouraging notes. Contact Rachel: rachel.kennedy@firstcovenanterie.org 

 

The bloodmobile will be at the church on Sat., May 2, from 8 to noon. Appointment required. Wear mask. Wait in car 

 until called in. Temps taken. CBB staff will be masked, gloved.  Call or text Tim Campbell: 397-8570. 
 

Our next City Mission takeout Lunch is May 7 from 10 to 12:30.  Masked, gloved. Contact Linda Holmes: 825-3889 
 

Sunday Supper help needed:  FPCC will serve on May 10th, Mother’s Day.  10 frosted cakes and 4 volunteers are 

 needed.  Contact Pat Tracy, 504-2220 or tptracy72@gmail.com. 

 

Looking for ways to serve the community during this challenging time? Visit United Way’s www.pa211nw.org 
 

Social Distance Faith Formation Opportunities 

 Zoom Bible Study-Wednesdays 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Facebook Live Bible Study-Wednesdays at 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. Here: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ 

 Zoom & GroupMe Youth Group-Sundays at 4:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 

 Zoom Women & The Word-Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. Details: britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 
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