
 

 
 

 

Easter 
 

April 12, 2020 

11:00 a.m., Facebook LIVE 
 

 

Jesus Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Welcome. As he was leaving with his take-out meal last week, a Sunday Supper guest remarked, 

“I’ll see you next Sunday... My favorite day! Easter! We get to celebrate that Jesus rose and we are forgiven!” 

Whatever your tradition, home church, or location this morning, we are The Church rejoicing together. 

Sing. Pray. Read aloud the bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

 

 
 

 

Gathering Music        Rondeau, Jean Joseph Mouret (from Premiere Suite, 1st Movement)           Leslie Weber 
  

Passing the Easter Greeting (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)  
Based on words of the disciples Jesus met on the way to Emmaus in Luke 24:34, this greeting was first used by our Orthodox brothers and 

sisters. Serbian Orthodox Gannon students, Marko and Zarko, say it this way at home: “Jesus resurrected! — In truth, he did resurrect!”   

 Christ is risen! 

 He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 Share with one another on Facebook. 
 

Welcome & Announcements                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship (responsive, please read aloud the bold print)                 Rachel Moldovan 
 

 Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

 He is not here. He has been raised! 

  Alleluia! 

 Come, with amazement and great joy. 

 Come, with wonder and praise. 

  Let us shout the good news! 

 Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

*Hymn #232             Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
 

 Jesus Christ is risen to-day, Al-le-lu-ia!  Our tri-um-phant ho-ly day, Al-le-lu-ia! 

  Who did once up-on the cross, Al-le-lu-ia!  Suf-fer to re-deem our loss. Al-le-lu-ia! 
 

 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al-le-lu-ia!  Un-to Christ, our heaven-ly King, Al-le-lu-ia! 

  Who en-dured the cross and grave, Al-le-lu-ia!  Sin-ners to re-deem and save. Al-le-lu-ia! 
 

 But the pains which he en-dured, Al-le-lu-ia!  Our sal-va-tion have pro-cured. Al-le-lu-ia! 

  Now a-bove the sky he’s King, Al-le-lu-ia!  Where the an-gels ev-er sing. Al-le-lu-ia! 
 

 Sing we to our God a-bove, Al-le-lu-ia!  Praise e-ter-nal as God’s love. Al-le-lu-ia! 

  Praise our God, ye heaven-ly host, Al-le-lu-ia! Fa-ther, Son, and Ho-ly Ghost. Al-le-lu-ia! 
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(1) 



   
   

Prayer of Confession (unison)        Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 
  

 Like the women who came to your tomb as the first day of the week was dawning, 

  and found the tomb empty, we have good news to tell. 
 For you, Lord, have cast off your grave clothes and shattered the powers of sin and death. 

 But we have heard this news before. 

  How often have we let our “alleluias” fall silent as we exited the church doors? 

  How often have we returned to daily routines as if Easter changes nothing? 

  How often have our actions belied the power of resurrection to transform our world? 

 Risen Lord, forgive us for our half-hearted witness. 

  Free us from the bindings of fear or indifference, disappointment or disenchantment. 

  Fill us with the light of resurrection and send us into the world 

   to proclaim in word and deed that we have seen the Lord! 
 

 

*Assurance of Pardon                Rev. Chris Weichman 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord, Dan Fishel                 Montgomery Service 

  

During Lent we attached items representing our “messiness” before God to a pair of old doors— 

ashes and magazine photos: repentance for “idols” we create in our lives, 

duct tape and news headlines: ways we individually and corporately silence or marginalize people, 

pottery shards: we are broken vessels God uses to accomplish his work in the world,  

our names: we bargain with and make/break promises to God, 

mirror pieces: we look to our own strength instead of to God. 

 

 Today: Just as a stone was rolled back revealing an empty tomb, our sins are peeled away 

to reveal the source of our forgiveness.  We bear witness like the angel sitting on the stone!   
Express your responses to the work of Jesus in the comments on Facebook. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

 Because of this death and resurrection of Jesus Christ we can say: 

 The peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Please share greetings of this peace with one other by submitting comments on the Facebook livestream. 

 

 
 

Reading Acts 10:34-43                         Rachel Moldovan 

 

 34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every 

nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent 

to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread through-

out Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Naza-

reth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were op-

pressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jeru-

salem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
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Hymn #238             Thine is the Glory 

 

 Thine is the glo-ry, ris-en, con-quering Son; end-less is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won. 

 An-gels in bright rai-ment rolled the stone a-way, kept the fold-ed grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

 Thine is the glo-ry, ris-en, con-quering Son; end-less is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won! 
 

 Lo! Je-sus meets us, ris-en from the tomb; lov-ing-ly he greets us, scat-ters fear and gloom. 

 Let the church with glad-ness hymns of tri-umph sing, for the Lord now liv-eth; death hath lost its sting. 

 Thine is the glo-ry, ris-en, con-quering Son; end-less is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won! 
 

 No more we doubt thee, glo-rious Pince of life! Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife. 

 Make us more than con-querors through thy death-less love; bring us safe through Jor-dan to thy home 

  above. 

  Thine is the glo-ry, ris-en, con-quering Son; end-less is the vic-tory thou o’er death hast won! 

 

Reading Matthew 28:1-10                   Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 

from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his cloth-

ing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he 

has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 

has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This 

is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disci-

ples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and wor-

shiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 

will see me.”  

 

Sermon         “Remembering the Future”             Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 

 

Pastoral Prayer                     Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

 God is Good… All the Time! 

 All the Time… God is Good! 
 

Time of Reflection Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!  arr. Jane Holstein           Leslie Weber 

 

Today you are encouraged to briefly reflect on and express things for which you are grateful. 

Enter these (or other brief prayer requests) in the Facebook comments so that we can pray for and with one another. 

The ministry staff will pray over these requests and they will be included in Tuesday’s prayer chain. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)        Rev. Britney L. V. Knight 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day, our daily bread, 

  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

 Amen. 
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*Hymn   The Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah, G. F. Handel            Leslie Weber 
 

An Easter tradition for this congregation, join in and boldly sing (or hum) “Hallelujah!” as part of our virtual chorus. 
 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 

 For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

 For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

 For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 The kingdom of this world 
 

 Is become the kingdom of our Lord 

 And of His Christ, and of His Christ 

 And He shall reign forever and ever 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings 
We give out of gratitude to God for…  You can give using the ways listed in the box below. Thank you. 

 

Benediction                     Rev. Chris Weichman 

 

Postlude    The Rejoicing and Finale, G. F. Handel             Leslie Weber 

 

Ringing of the Bell Tower Ben Musso Carillon            Monty Service 

 

Please consider making a 5-10 second Easter greeting video today from you and/or your family and post it to the 

church facebook page: www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/ Help keep us together, apart! 
 

The flowers on the communion table were provided by Dr. J. Paul & Tracey Diefenbach in memory of their mothers 

Polly Ann Tipolt and Martha Kahle Diefenbach. 

 

Thank you to Carol Beach for Holy Week/Easter sanctuary embellishments and Darcy Ginader for communion bread. 
 

Thank you to Chris Detar, Darcy Ginader, Verna Jones, Cindy Kerchoff, Rhonda Kumer, Melissa Mauro, Sara Nesbitt, 

Pat Tracy, Jennie Vaughn, Donna Vokish, Ellie Zimmer for creating over 100 masks for Sunday Supper diners today.  

 

Special Easter Gifts (Vicary Organ fund): 
Mr. David Briggs…………………………….. in honor of grandchildren Michael Loney, Daniele Loney, Megan Loney 

Dr. Jan Brydon…………………………………………………………………………in memory of James & Marion Brydon 

Dr. & Mrs. Peter & Nancy van den Honert…………………………...in memory of Marjorie Sherwin, John L. Sherwin,  

                  Leonard van den Honert, Dorothy van den Honert 

Ms. Kris Walker………………………………………………………………………………...in memory of Dr. James Walker 

Mary Beth Brugger Karg & daughter Mary E. Karg & family…..in memory of J. LeGrand Skinner, Mary R. Skinner, 

             Mary R. Skinner and Mary Lee Brugger 
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 
1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 
the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

Forever and ever, forever and ever 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords 

And Lord of Lords 
 

And He shall reign, and He shall reign 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of Kings, forever and ever 

And Lord of Lords, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of Kings! And Lord of Lords! 

And He shall reign forever and ever 

King of Kings! And Lord of Lords! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah!  

http://www.Facebook.com/FirstCovenantErie/

