
*Benediction                                                                          Rev. Chris Weichman 
 
 

*Responsive Hymn #581    Gloria Patri    

 Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost.  

  As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end… A-men, a-men. 
 

*Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings 
 

You can give using the ways listed in the box below. Thank you. 
 

*Postlude         Toccata in e Minor, Johann Pachelbel                                              Leslie Weber 
 

In lieu of flowers for today’s worship service, 

Marsha, Tim & Katherine McKinley have made a contribution supporting Sunday Suppers 

in memory of a most beloved grandmother, Jean (Nannie) Codlin.  

 

 

 

 
 

You can reach a member of the staff in the church office Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The 

 staff will work from home, where possible. Church: 814.456.4243, Email: office@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Join the Facebook LIVE Bible Study with Rev. Britney L.V. Knight at 12:00 (noon) on Wednesdays. 
 

Faith Formation for Children/Youth: Send your email to britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

Holy Week Schedule All services will be streamed on Facebook LIVE: 
 Palm Sunday 4/5, 11:00 a.m. - includes remote communion - Gather “bread” and “cup” now at home. 
 Maundy Thursday 4/9, 6:30 p.m. - with remote communion-Gather “bread” and “cup” now at home. 
 Good Friday 4/10, 6:30 p.m. - Tenebrae (diminishing light) with Passion texts and hymns. 
 Easter Sunday 4/12, 11 a.m. - festival service with organ and brass. 
 

Our Covid-19 Ministry Response (how can you help?): 
 Sunday Suppers has moved to a take-out meal, served outside near church doors, 4-5:30 p.m. 
 Potty Ministry Porta-potties were placed in the parking lot by EUMA for our neighbors without homes. 
 Remember our shut-ins with a card during “no visitations”.  Call the church office for a list. 
 Remember our “front line” workers: grocery store employees, doctors and nurses, pharmacists, truck-

 ers, garbage collectors, letter carriers, police, firefighters, the U.S. President, PA Governor, Erie County 

 Executive, Erie’s mayor, City Hall workers, Erie County Health Dept., news reporters —and  more.  They 

 are under tremendous pressures. Why not mail them a thank you? 
 

Do we have your current e-mail address?  Updates & worship bulletins are being e-mailed weekly. 

 Submit your email address, prayer request, suggestion or question to office@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

Check the church website: www.firstcovenanterie.org Marsha MacKinnon is updating it regularly.  

 You’ll also find a sermon archive, Facebook LIVE services and worship bulletins. 
 

The Youth Mission Trip (June) is postponed until further notice. Deposits on hold. Details to come.        
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3 Ways to give tithe or offering...  THANK YOU! 

1. Use the QR code at right. 

2.  Go to www.firstcovenanterie.org and click 

the GIVE NOW button at the bottom of the homepage. 

3. Mail your check to: 

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 

250 West 7th Street, Erie, PA 16501 

 

F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  L I F E  ( d u r i n g  C o v i d - 1 9 )  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Facebook LIVE 
 

Thank you for tuning in. Whatever your tradition, or home church, together we are The Church at worship. 

Please participate: Sing. Pray. Read aloud the bolded responses. Stand if you choose, where you see *. 

Use the comment section on Facebook LIVE to connect with others. 

Send us a photo of your worship from home on Facebook or: office@firstcovenanterie.org 

Gathering Music               Prelude and Fugue in d Minor, J.S. Bach                                Leslie Weber 
  

Welcome & Announcements                Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Call to Worship       Psalm 121     Rev. Britney L. V.  Knight 
  

 I look up to the mountains; 

 Does my strength come from the mountains? 

  No, my strength comes from the God 

  who made heaven and earth and the mountains.  
 

*Hymn #45              I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes     Led by Monty Service, with help: 

            Rev. Britney, Rachel Moldovan and Seph Kumer 
 

 I to the hills will lift my eyes; from whence shall come my aid? 

 My help is from the Lord a-lone, who heaven and earth has made. 
 

 God will not let your foot be moved; your guard-ian nev-er sleeps; 

 God's watch-ful and un-slum-bering care pro-tects and safely keeps. 
 

 Your faith-ful keep-er is the Lord, your shel-ter and your shade. 

 'Neath sun or moon, by day or night, you shall not be a-fraid. 
 

 From evil God will keep you safe, provide for all you need. 

 Your going out, your coming in, God will forever lead. 
 

*Prayer of Confession  (unison)                       Psalm 13          Rev. Britney L. V.  Knight 
  

 How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

  How long will you hide your face from me? 

 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 

 How long will my enemy triumph over me? 

 Look on me and answer, LORD my God. 

  Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, 

  and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 

 But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

  I will sing the LORD’s praise, for he has been good to me. 

 Amen .             (1) 
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*Assurance of Pardon & Apostle’s Creed                  Rev. Britney L. V.  Knight 
  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, dead, and buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace                 Rev. Britney L. V.  Knight 
  

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
  

Please “pass the peace” by submitting a comment on the Facebook livestream. 

Greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ! 
                 

Hymn #213                     In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
 

 In the cross of Christ I glo-ry, tower-ing o’er the wrecks of time; 

 all the light of sa-cred sto-ry gath-ers round its head sub-lime. 
 

 When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes de-ceive, and fears an-noy, 

 nev-er shall the cross for-sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

 When the sun of bliss is beam-ing light and love up-on my way, 

 from the cross the ra-diance stream-ing adds more lus-ter to the day. 
 

 Bane and bless-ing, pain and plea-sure, by the cross are sanc-ti-fied; 

 peace is there that knows no mea-sure, joys that through all time a-bide. 
 

 In the cross of Christ I glo-ry, tower-ing o’er the wrecks of time; 

 all the light of sa-cred sto-ry gath-ers round its head sub-lime. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading           Judges 16                     Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Sermon                  “A Shadow in the Darkness: Samson”        Rev. Chris Weichman 
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Pastoral Prayer                 
  

 God is Good ... All the Time! 

 All the Time ... God is Good! 

 

Time of Reflective Silence                         Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

During this time we ask that you enter brief prayer requests in the Facebook LIVE comment section 

so that we can pray with and for one another. The ministry staff will pray over these requests throughout the week. 
 

 Meditation music          Variations on Amazing Grace,  Jean Langlais                      Leslie Weber 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  (unison) 
      

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread, 

      and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 
 

Active Visual               “Messy People, Merciful God”                             Rev. Chris Weichman 

Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)             Newton/Tomlin          Monty Service, soloist 

 

During Lent we attached items representing our “messiness” before God to a pair of old doors: 

ashes and magazine photos to symbolize our need for repentance with regard to “idols” we create in our lives, 

duct tape and news headlines to represent ways we individually and corporately silence or marginalize people, 

pottery shards to signify how God uses broken vessels (like us) to accomplish his work in the world. 

our names to indicate how we bargain with and make (broken) promises to God. 
 

TODAY: How do you see your life reflected in Samson’s story? 

In what ways is your life focused on yourself, trusting in your “strength”? How might you rely more on God? 

Share your answers in the comment section of Facebook LIVE. 

Mirror pieces will be glued to the doors, showing how we ignore God’s grace and mercy and see only ourselves. 
 

*Hymn #307         God of Grace and God of Glory         
 

 God of grace and God of glo-ry, on thy peo-ple pour thy power; 

 crown thine an-cient church's sto-ry; bring its bud to glo-rious flower. 
Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age, for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac-ing of this hour. 
 

 Lo! the hosts of e-vil round us scorn thy Christ, as-sail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age, for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv-ing of these days. 
 

 Cure thy chil-dren's war-ring mad-ness; bend our pride to thy con-trol; 

 shame our wan-ton, self-ish glad-ness, rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age, lest we miss thy king-dom's goal, lest we miss thy king-dom's goal. 
 

 Save us from weak res-ig-na-tion to the e-vils we deplore. 

 Let the gift of thy sal-va-tion be our glo-ry ev-er-more. 
Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age, serv-ing thee whom we a-dore, Serv-ing thee whom we a-dore. 
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