
October 13, 2019 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is: 

To awaken all people to our need for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 
 

 
The Congregation, in ministry 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Britney Knight  

   “The Communi ty  
            of  the  Fai th ful”  



Gathering Music     Christ is Made the Sure Foundation    Paul Manz 
 

Welcome, Announcements &  

  Reading of Mission Statement                                           Britney Knight 
 

Moment for Ministry    Neighborhood Lunch Tour                          Seph Kumer 
 

Prelude                           Let All Things Now Living              Lloyd Larson 
 

Call to Worship (responsive)                   Diane Sutton 
 For skeptics and believers, for clergy high and low; 

 For those who seek God and search for life, come and listen: 

  And we will tell you what our God has done for us.  
 We are alive in the spirit. 

 We are saved through water. 

  Because Christ lives, we also live. 
 For presidents and prime ministers, for bosses and wardens; 

 For all who wield power, come and listen: 

  And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 
 We do not fear what others fear. 

 We proclaim the hope that is in us. 

  Because Christ lives, we also live. 
 For friends and lovers, for neighbors and strangers; 

 For all who live in the world, come and listen: 

  And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 
 In God, we live and move and have our being. 

 From God, we have life and breath and all things. 

  Because Christ lives, we also live. 
 For the sick and troubled, for the fearful and alone, 

 For those in pain, for all who suffer, come and listen: 

  And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 
 Our prayers are not rejected. 

 In truth, our God has heard us, 

 and love is not withheld. 

  Because Christ lives, we also live. 
 God of heaven and earth, Companion in life, Spirit of truth, 

 to you alone we turn our eyes and lift our hearts. 

  Amen.  
 

*Hymn #37                     Let All Things Now Living                 Ash Grove 

*Call to Confession                 Diane Sutton 
 

*Prayer of Confession (unison)                                          Diane Sutton 

      God beyond borders,  

 we know that on our way to worship,  

 we may not have noticed the exiles in our neighborhoods.   

 We admit how easy it is for us  

 to wander down the streets of temptation,  

 pausing at the corner of easy choices.   

 We fall silent in the presence of those  

 who speak words of anger and hate.   

 We tolerate a culture that suspects all who are different from us. 

 Have mercy on us, O God,  

 for surely you take the side of justice.   

 Open our hearts to all the wonders you are performing in our lives.   

 You gift us with those of other cultures,  

 that our lives might be blessed.   

 You send us friends out of places we least expect,  

 that our community might be enriched.   

 You call us to be generous with our blessings,  

 so others might be graced with the gift of Jesus Christ,  

 our Lord and Savior. 

 P R A Y I N G  

Sunday, October 13, 2019 
~ Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 

 G A T H E R I N G  



 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsive)              Diane Sutton 

 God challenges us, God encourages us.   

God confronts us, and God accepts us.   

               God works wonders in our midst  

and gives us the eyes, the hearts,  

the souls to see such miracles. 

 God forgives us,  

God guides us through the wilderness of the world,  

God leads us home.  

Thanks be to God… Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
   The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

*Gloria Patri #581 
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end… Amen, amen. 

First Reading            Romans 5:1-5                        Diane Sutton 

         Page 917, Pew Bible 
 

Anthem        Look at the World               John Rutter 
         The Covenant Choir 
 

Story Telling            Britney Knight 
 

Second Reading                  Jeremiah 29:1-7                      Britney Knight 

        Page 638, Pew Bible 
 

Hymn #39               Great Is Thy Faithfulness                           Faithfulness 
 

Sermon                     The Community of the Faithful                  Britney Knight 
 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 God is Good  All the Time! 

 All the Time  God is Good! 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever… Amen. 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offering 

      Organ Offertory ~                 Giga                  H. Burgess  
(from Organ Concerto in G) 

 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

   Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit one.    

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication                                      Britney Knight 
 

*Hymn #351              All Who Love & Serve Your City                      Charlestown 
 

*Benediction                                                                           Britney Knight 
 

*Postlude                       Postlude in Classic Style           Gordon Young 

 
*Please rise in body or spirit 

Liturgist ~ Diane Sutton            Sound Tech ~ Jason Irwin 
 

Attribution for music used in the service represents the name of the composer, arranger, or tune 
 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson 

©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174474 

 R E S P O N D I N G  

 L I S T E N I N G  



W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

Welcome to all, especially guests, newcomers to Erie & college students. Please 

silence all electronic devices upon entering the Sanctuary & McBrier Chap-

el. Our ushers are available to assist you with large print bulletins & hym-

nals, systems for the hearing impaired & directions to the restrooms.  
 

Families with young children: We welcome children in worship! The staffed 

 nursery is open & available to families with children ages 0-3. The full wor-

 ship service can be heard over the speaker system if families choose to re-

 main there all service.  As always, families with children of all ages are wel-

 come & encouraged to stay in the Sanctuary!  Just a reminder: there are cray-

 ons & books for children to utilize during the service in Art Gallery Hall.   
 

You are invited to the Parlor after each service for refreshments & fellowship.  

 Interested in volunteering to host? Sign up in the  Parlor by the clock.  

 

Would you like to hear today’s sermon again? Today’s & past sermons are 

 always available on our website www.firstcovenanterie.org  

 

Interested in exploring membership within First Covenant? For more infor-

mation, please contact Sheila Sweet at 814.898.3417.   
 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with special gifts for caring can 

put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love & care to 

those who most need it. If you know someone who is going through a diffi-

cult time, contact Leader Diane Ream, 814.899.6762. Our Stephen Minis-

ters are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care ~ 

to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s love. 
 

Hospital Callers: Would you like to bring the love of God to those in the hospi-  

   tal?  Interested in joining this wonderful ministry, call Diane: 814.899.6762 . 
 

Planned Hospitalization? If you would like a visit from the pastor and/or Dea-

 cons, please call the church office with the dates of your scheduled hospitali-

 zation.  Also, be sure to indicate “First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant” 

 as your church when you complete your intake forms. 
 

Looking for a few good drivers!!  The Deacons are looking for church members 

 to give other members a ride to church to experience FPCC worship & 

 fellowship.  If willing to help with this outreach please call Rick Bernardini 

 at 814.323.1207 for more details. 
 

Have a phone, mailing address or email change? Would you like to receive our 

 monthly newsletter?  Contact JoAnn Peters in the church office ~ 

  joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org or 814.456.4243 x110. 

 F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  H O U R   

Join Us Every Week …  
 

Children, Youth & Young Adults… (Sundays @ 9:30 a.m.) 
 

  Pre-K ~ Grade 5 ……… Jr. High Lounge & Reed Chapel  

  Grades 6 ~ 8 ……… Sr. High Lounge  

  Grades 9 ~ 12 ……… Campus Ministry Lounge  
 

Adults… (Sundays @ 9:30) 

“Exodus: From Slavery to Covenant Relationship” with Bill Holmes … Rm 313    

“Book of Revelation” with Rev. Chris Weichman… Fidelis Rm 

“The Challenge of Paul” with Rob Baker … Rm 116 

“Faith & Finance: Can’t AFFORD to Miss This” with Greg Cooper … Rm 119 

“Dialogues ON: Refugee Crisis” with Seph Kumer … Coming in November 
 

Weekdays for Adults…  

“Texts of Terror” with Women & the Word … Parlor, Tuesdays @ 7:00 pm 

“Book of Revelation” with Britney Knight … Rm 116, Wednesdays @ 10:30 am  

“With” (Skye Jethani) with Men’s Group … Parlor, Fridays @ 7:00 am 



2019 Year to Date Pledge =  

( both pledge & non-pledge revenue ) 

Budget: $293,077 ………. Actual: $295,176 
 

October 13, 2019 Attendance: 
 

8:30 a.m. Service = 29 people     11:00 a.m. Service = 173 people 

Everyone is welcome to gather in the Parlor 
after both services  

for fellowship & refreshments. 

F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  L I F E  

Created to Create: Stop by the gallery outside the Parlor as our Community Gal-

 lery features a new exhibit of visual art by church members’ & friends’.    

 Special thanks to Julie Copen for gathering & hanging this exhibit! 
 

Youth Group Fall Fun…next week after the 11 AM service, the youth will head 

 to Port Farms in Waterford!  A quick lunch will be provided after the service, 

 youth will have time to change clothes ~ then leave. We will return to church 

 between 3:45-4:00 PM. This event is FREE & open to all youth 6-12th grade,  

 but must RSVP by Thursday, October 17th to go!  Britney needs a final 

 number for transportation by 5 PM that day.  Hope to see you there! (There 

 will be no Greater Than The Sum Music that night.) 
 

Celebrate 70: A Milestone for Jack Jones…Plan to celebrate Jackie Kemp Jones' 

 birthday.  Instead of Jack cooking on October 23rd, a 5:15 p.m. catered meal 

 will be provided for $10/$5 children. Cards, notes, short memories/testimon-

 ies to share, photos… Mail them into the church office or come on the 23rd 

 prepared to share.  RSVP (100% required & due by Sunday, October 20th ) to 

 Anne Sauer in the office at (814) 456-4243 x100.  
 

Help host Halloween Global Coffee Hour at Gannon… Meet/welcome/engage 

 Gannon students from around the world. October 31st from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on 

 the second floor of Beyer Hall, 7th & Sass, near the GANNON arch & Jesus 

 statue.  Contact Seph (814)566.0287 to help. 
 

Sharing a dinner together helps us become “family”.  Don’t miss church dinners 

 on Wednesdays, served: 5:15-5:45 p.m.  There’s hand bell class/activity for 

 elementary-aged kids with Monty & Britney from 6-6:30.  For everyone else 

 there’s an activity to draw us in to the life of the church: guest speakers, road 

 trips, hands-on projects, devotions, service. $6/adults, $3/children & college 

 students. Free: 4yr & under! R.S.V.P: (814) 456.4243 x100. 
 

Confirmation 2020… Are you in 7th or 8th grade this Fall?  Are you wondering if 

 Confirmation is for you?  Please contact Britney Knight.  We are starting to 

 prepare a group for Confirmation to begin in January 2020.  
 

 

 

     The Sanctuary bouquet is in loving memory of Jim & Jean Stahl, given by 

their children & grandchildren. 
 

     At the conclusion of the 11:00 a.m. service, the Beach family 

invites you to take flowers from the bouquet & distribute them to a 

shut-in, hospitalized friend, or person you wish to reach out to in 

Christ’s name. 

M E M O R I A L  F L O W E R S  



Under Construction… For the next four weeks we will be having several roofs 

 replaced on the church.  A construction zone has been set up next to the office 

 entrance of the church. The construction zone will take up several handicapped 

 parking places & block one entrance into the parking lot.  Please watch your 

 step as you walk through this area! 
 

The church office will be closed… Monday, October 14th, in observance of  

 Columbus Day. 
 

Article deadline for the November newsletter is Tuesday, October 15th! Send to 

 anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org 
 

How can we pray for you?  Something weighing heavy on your mind this morn

 ing?  Have a prayer request? Fill out a “Prayer Ministry” form (found in the  pew 

 racks) & submit it in the offering plate. You & your request will be prayed for. 
 

The Hospitality Committee invites you on a Lunch Adventure after the 11:00 

 a.m. worship service on Sunday, October 20th.  It’s a bye week for the Steelers! 

 For $10 you can enjoy a nibble at 3 unique, locally-owned "Our West Bayfront" 

 eateries. The 2-hour tour is walkable (optional, weather-permitting) but driving 

 is also a good option.  Rides available for non-drivers. Appropriate for all ages.   

 Group size limit: 15. Sign up by paying your $10 to Lorie Fritts.  Make checks 

 payable to "FPCC".  Questions call Lorie Fritts at (814) 823.4838. 
 

“The Dream Unfinished” Orchestra concert October 20, 7:30 p.m.  In part-

 nership with Erie Arts & Culture, the small orchestral ensemble from New York 

 will present six classical music pieces here at First Covenant to engage the audi-

 ence in dialogues surrounding social & racial justice. Included in the evening 

 will be "Deep River" by Erie's own Harry T. Burliegh.  This event is free. 

   Would you like to assist in hosting?  Contact Seph, Britney or Monty.   
 

Eeerie Fall Fest is back!!  Bring the church to neighborhood families on Satur

 day, October 26th, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Gridley Park (rain location: Gannon Rec. 

 Center).  Help is needed loading/unloading horse-drawn hay wagon passengers, 

 with a craft for children & handing out candy for the trick-or-treat parade.  Can  

 you give 1, 2 or 3 hours?  Text or call Seph Kumer to volunteer: 814.566-0287. 

 

N E W   T H I S   W E E K  

If you wish to contribute electronically, 

please use this QR Code  

or go to firstcovenanterie.org   

(GIVE NOW button) 

 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Presbytery of Lake Erie Youth Event 2019 
 

~ WALK HUMBLY ~  

 
 

Date: November 2nd-3rd 

Time: 2:00 PM-11:00 AM  

Place: Church of the Cross, 5901 Millfair Rd, Fairview, PA   

Cost: FREE TO ALL YOUTH (You can bring a friend, too!) 

Registration Due: October 25th (See Britney Knight for a form) 
 

   Youth can expect to play games, do a service project, be a part of a small group, 

worship in a new way, and of course eat throughout the night and morning!  Din-

ner, snacks, and breakfast will be provided. At this overnighter “lock-in” event, 

we will be exploring ways to reach out to those on the margins of our schools and 

communities.  How do we talk to people who may be the victims of violence like 

bullying?   

How do we interact with people who are the perpetrators of such violence? How 

does our faith inform us?  Not only will we look violence that we inflict on each 

other, but we will be putting together Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Clean-Up 

Buckets for victims of natural violence (hurricanes, tornadoes, fires, etc.). This is 

where you come in congregation--you can be a part of this ministry to our 

youth! Please consider donating some of these items below, so that the youth can 

put together the buckets! Our goal is 50 buckets!   

 

* Below is a list of all the supplies we will need: 
~ 5-gallon bucket with resealable lid 

~ Scouring pads (pack of 5) 

~ Sponges, assorted sizes 

~ Scrub brushes 

~ Package of Cleaning Towels (18 reusable, like Easy Wipes®) 

~ 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent 

~ Liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®), 12 oz. 

~ Bottles of liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®), 24-28 oz. 

~ Packages of clothespins, (48-50 ct) 

~ Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft. 

~ Dust Masks 

~Heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing gloves  
(latex-free, non-surgical) 

~ Work Gloves 

~ 24 to 28 count roll heavy-duty trash bags (30-45 gallon) 

~ 9 oz. bottles of insect repellant  

(pump, drops or lotion; not aerosol) 

 

Please purchase all liquids in plastic bottles.  

Send only new, unopened materials. 

Drop off all items in the church office by November 1st! 



T H E  W E E K  A H E A D  

AMS 

When you wish to contact our Pastor, Rev. Chris Weichman, 

 he can be reached in the Church office from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,   

Tuesday through Friday, at 814-456-4243 ex.103  

or anytime by email at chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook  

Rachel Kennedy, Campus Minister 
Britney Knight, Director, Youth/Family Ministries 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 
Marsha MacKinnon, Webmaster 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Records Administration 
Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Mary Schmidt, Weeknight Hostess 
Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 
Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/ Head of Staff 

F P C C  S T A F F  

Thursday, October 17th 
 

   8:00 a.m.   Men’s Breakfast ~ Perkin’s 

 12:00 p.m.   NA ~ Knox Hall 

   4:30 p.m.   YPC ~ Knox Hall 

   7:00 p.m.   Koinonia Set-up ~ Various 

   7:30 p.m.   Women’s NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
 

Friday, October 18th 
 

~ Women’s Koinonia ~ 
   7:00 a.m.    Men’s Bible ~ Parlor 
  

Saturday, October 19th 
 

~ Women’s Koinonia ~ 
 

  Sunday, October 20th 
 

   ~ Women’s Koinonia ~ 
   8:30 a.m.   Worship ~ McBrier Chapel  

   9:30 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

   9:30 a.m.   Faith Formation ~Various 

 11:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

 12:00 p.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

 12:00 p.m.   Praise Band reh.~Music Rm 

 12:00 p.m.   Lunch Adventure ~ Offsite 

 12:00 p.m.   Youth Group ~ Port Farms 

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 

   6:30 p.m.   Orchestra Concert  

   ~ Sanctuary 

Sunday, October 13th 
 

   8:30 a.m.   Worship ~ McBrier Chapel  

   9:30 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

   9:30 a.m.   Faith Formation ~Various 

 11:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

 12:00 p.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

 12:00 p.m.   Praise Band reh.~Music Rm 

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 

   4:00 p.m.   Youth Group ~ Sr. Lounge 

   5:45 p.m.   Greater than the Sum  

               ~Sanctuary 
    

Monday, October 14th 
 

~ Columbus Day ~  

~ Office Closed / No Preschool ~ 
 

Tuesday, October 15th 
 

~ Chimes Articles Due ~ 
   3:00 p.m.   Urban Univ. ~ Knox Hall  

      & Sr. Lounge 

   4:30 p.m.   Personnel ~ 119 

   5:15 p.m.   Properties ~ Library 

   5:30 p.m.   Nominating Committee ~116 

   7:00 p.m.   Women & Word ~ Parlor 

   7:30 p.m.   AA ~ 313 

   7:30 p.m.   NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
 

Wednesday, October 16th 
 

   9:45 a.m.   Story Time ~ Parlor 

 10:30 a.m.   Bible Study ~ Library 

   5:15 p.m.   Connections Dinner  

                ~ Knox Hall 

   5:30 p.m.   NA ~ 116    

   6:00 p.m.   Jr. Ringers ~ Music Rm 

   6:30 p.m.   Covenant Bells ~Sanctuary 

   7:15 p.m.   Covenant Choir ~Music Rm 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 

~ Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 
Luke 18:1-8 

Rev. Chris Weichman 


