
August 25, 2019 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is: 

To awaken all people to our need for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 
 

 
The Congregation, in ministry 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

“Sabbath  Real i ty”  



Gathering Music     Adagio           Roger Nyquist 
 

Welcome, Announcements &  

   Reading of Mission Statement              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Moment For Mission  Honduras     Barbara Marang 
 

Prelude                         Prelude on Nettleton                 arr. Kevin Sadowski 
 

Call to Worship (responsive)                        Michael Burns  
 Let us worship the One who nourishes us,  

  who satisfies us in parched places  

  and makes our bones strong.  
 Let us worship the One who calls us,  

  who leads us to compassion  

  and draws us nearer to justice.  

 Let us worship the One who creates us,  

  who forms and reforms us in the image  

  of our Maker. 
 

*Hymn #475       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing               Nettleton 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                    Michael Burns 

 You are faithful, O God of mercy,  

 from everlasting to everlasting.  

 Forgive us when our faith withers,  

 our passion grows weary,  

 and our focus wanes.  

 You are loving, O God of mercy,  

 from everlasting to everlasting.  

 Forgive us when our love is too shallow, 

 our compassion too slow,  

 our status too important.  

 You are the creator, O God of mercy,  

 from everlasting to everlasting.  

 Forgive us when we fear that you have stopped creating,  

 stopped calling, stopped reforming.  

 Convict us, enliven us, and lead us to know  

 the depth of your steadfast love… Amen 
 

*Words of Assurance                                                   Michael Burns 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
   The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

*Gloria Patri #581 
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end… Amen, amen. 

First Reading           Isaiah 58:9b-14                        Michael Burns 

                                           Page 601, Pew Bible 

 P R A Y I N G  

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
~ Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship Services 

 G A T H E R I N G  

 L I S T E N I N G  



 

Story Telling                      Britney Knight  
 

Hymn #796         We Come to You for Healing, Lord             Land of Rest 
 

Second Reading                Luke 13:10-17       Rev. Chris Weichman 

        Page 848, Pew Bible 
 

Sermon                           “Sabbath Reality”           Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Affirmation of Faith (in unison) 

 The life, death, resurrection,  

 and promised coming of Jesus Christ  

 has set the pattern for the church’s mission.  

 His human life involves the church  

 in the common life of all people.  

 His service to men and women  

 commits the church to work  

 for every form of human well-being.  

 His suffering makes the church sensitive  

 to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ  

 in the faces of persons in every kind of need.  

 In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming,  

 the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life  

 in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.  

 The church follows this pattern in the form of its life  

 and in the method of its action.  

 So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.  
   ~ Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings 

       Offertory Solo ~        Give Me Jesus         arr. Mark Hayes 

Soloist: Mr. Tim Tracy 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

   Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit one.    

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication & Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever… Amen. 
 

*Hymn #547       Go, My Children, with My Blessing           Ar Hydy Nos 
 

*Benediction                                                        Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Postlude                         Toccata        Giovanni Battista Martini 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Liturgist ~ Michael Burns       

Sound Tech ~ Nancy van den Honert 
 

Attribution for music used in the service represents the name of the composer, arranger, or tune 
 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson 

©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174471 

 R E S P O N D I N G  



W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

Welcome to all, especially guests, newcomers to Erie & college students. Please 

silence all electronic devices upon entering the Sanctuary & McBrier Chap-

el. Our ushers are available to assist you with large print bulletins & hym-

nals, systems for the hearing impaired & directions to the restrooms.  
 

Families with young children: during the summer months, we do not have nurse-

 ry attendants during either service.  However, the nursery is open & available 

 to families with children ages 0-3. Children should not be left unattended in 

 the nursery.  The full worship service can be heard over the speaker system.  

 As always, families with children of all ages are welcome & encouraged to 

 stay in the Sanctuary!  Just a reminder: there are crayons & books for all chil-

 dren to utilize during the service in Art Gallery Hall.   
 

You are invited to the Parlor after each service for refreshments & fellowship.  

 Interested in volunteering to host? Sign up in the  Parlor by the clock.  

 

Would you like to hear today’s sermon again? Today’s & past sermons are 

 always available on our website www.firstcovenanterie.org  

 

Interested in exploring membership within First Covenant? For more infor-

mation, please contact Sheila Sweet at 814.898.3417.   
 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with special gifts for caring can 

put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love & care to 

those who most need it. If you know someone who is going through a diffi-

cult time, contact Leader Diane Ream, 814.899.6762. Our Stephen Minis-

ters are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care ~ 

to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s love. 
 

Hospital Callers: Would you like to bring the love of God to those in the hospi-  

   tal?  Interested in joining this wonderful ministry, call Sheila at 898.3417. 
 

Planned Hospitalization? If you would like a visit from the pastor and/or Dea-

 cons, please call the church office with the dates of your scheduled hospitali-

 zation.  Also, be sure to indicate “First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant” 

 as your church when you complete your intake forms. 
 

Looking for a few good drivers!!  The Deacons are looking for church members 

 to give other members a ride to church to experience FPCC worship & 

 fellowship.  If willing to help with this outreach please call Rick Bernardini 

 at 814.323.1207 for more details. 
 

Have a phone, mailing address or email change? Would you like to receive our 

 monthly newsletter?  Contact JoAnn Peters in the church office ~ 

  joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org or 814.456.4243 x110. 

Everyone is welcome to gather in the Parlor  
after each service for fellowship & refreshments  

to celebrate new campus minister, Rachel Kennedy. 

     As our affirmation of faith today we are using a portion of the Confession of 

1967. The Confession of 1967 addresses the church’s role in the modern world.  

It calls the church to obedient action, particularly in response to social problems 

such as racial discrimination, nationalistic arrogance, and family and class con-

flict. It sees the life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ as 

the pattern for the church’s mission today and calls on all Christians to be recon-

ciled to God and to one another. 

A F F I R M A T I O N  

     The Sanctuary flowers are in loving memory of Dr. Harold J. McLaren, given 

by the McLaren family. 
 

     At the conclusion of the 10:00 a.m. service, the McLaren family 

invites you to take flowers from the sanctuary bouquets and distribute 

them to a shut-in, hospitalized friend or person you wish to reach out to 

in Christ’s name. 

M E M O R I A L  F L O W E R S  



F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  L I F E  

On this day in history:  Today we will ring the church bell for 4 minutes (1 min. 

 per century) at 3 p.m. to mark 400 years since the first ship of 20 captive 

 Africans arrived to coastal Virginia.  Churches across the United States will 

 toll their bells to mark August 25, 1619 when the African slave trade was 

 introduced here.  It is estimated that 600,000 Africans were enslaved & 

 brought to America where slavery lasted for 246 years.  This is a small por- 

 tion of the 12 million Africans removed from their homelands & entered into 

 slavery in various parts of "The New World"... Take some time today to re-

 flect on these daunting figures. 
 

Welcome back, Gannon friends!  Welcome NEW Gannon friends!  We want to 

 be your church family & home, away from home.  There are many ways for 

 you to be cared for here & many ways to join in caring for the neighborhood 

 with us.  Have questions?  Contact church (& Gannon) campus minister  

 Rachel Kennedy at 412.849.7826   Be sure to add your name, email & cell 

 number to the red “pew pad” in your row this morning so we can connect. 
 

Coming Soon: “Back to School” exhibit in the Community Gallery featuring 

 artwork from our neighborhood school partner, Strong Vincent Middle 

 School.  Artwork from young people at SV will be on display throughout the 

 month of September.  First Covenant will offer a “Junior Chef” after school 

 program for 6 weeks in October/November at SV.  Each week students will 

 prepare a different item for Thanksgiving dinner together.  Students & their 

 families will help create the dinner (at First Covenant) for 500 neighbors at 

 the MLK Center on Sunday, November 23rd.  Contact Seph Kumer at

 814.566.0287 if you would like to know more or help. 
 

Take Note ~ New Rehearsal Night for BOTH Adult Choirs! Covenant Choir 

 rehearses on Wednesdays in the music room at 7:15 starting on September 

 11th .  NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! The Covenant Bells rehearse 

 Wednesdays at 6:30 in the Sanctuary starting on September 25th. 
 

Block Party: August 28th, 6-8 p.m. YOUR help is needed to greet neighbors, pre-

 pare & serve food, provide kids’ activities, set-up, clean-up & more.  For 

 more details or to sign up contact Dale Sweet, shedal68@gmail.com. 
 

Sunday Supper needs used sneakers that are in good condition as requests have 

 exceeded our supply.  Please do not donate shoes that are dirty or are beyond 

 practical use.  Sneakers can be left in the office with Pat’s name on the bag. 
 

You’ve heard the Praise Band...now join them! Interested in playing an instru-

 ment &/or singing in a band setting?  This group is open to all & would love 

 to have you join in the fun! Learn new music & work together to add another 

 style of music to what we offer here at FPCC. Meeting once a week; days & 

 times vary. Send questions to montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org  

Fall Worship Hours Return Sunday, September 8th!  
 

8:30 a.m.  ~  McBrier Chapel           

11:00 a.m.  ~  Sanctuary 
 

~ 9:30 a.m. Sunday Faith Formation Classes begins Sept. 15th ~ 

T I M E  C H A N G E !  

Mark Your Calendar for Rally Day 2019: Walk the Walk! 
 

     Join us for a free breakfast in Knox Hall on Sunday, September 8th from 9:30-

10:30 to welcome one another back from a long summer, play some intergenera-

tional games, celebrate our Very Best Summer 3 & explore this Fall’s Theme of 

Walk the Walk! This is our official start to the Faith Formation year!  There will 

be no fellowship hour after each service, so you don’t want to miss out on min-

gling with old & new friends! 
 

     Faith Formation Classes begin on September 15th at 9:30-10:30. New this 

year: 6-8 Week Rotation Class for Adults!  See more information in September 

Chimes coming to your doorstep this week! 



T H E  W E E K  A H E A D  

AMS 

When you wish to contact our Pastor, Rev. Chris Weichman, 

 he can be reached in the Church office from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,   

Tuesday through Friday, at 814-456-4243 ex.103  

or anytime by email at chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook  

Rachel Kennedy, Campus Minister 
Britney Knight, Director, Youth/Family Ministries 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 
Marsha MacKinnon, Webmaster 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Records Administration 
Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Mary Schmidt, Weeknight Hostess 
Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 
Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/ Head of Staff 

F P C C  S T A F F  

Thursday, August 29th 
 

 12:00 p.m.   NA ~ Knox Hall 

   7:30 p.m.   Women’s NA ~ Knox Hall 
 

Friday, August 30th 
 

~ Office Closing @ 5:00 ~ 
 

Saturday, August 31st 
 

   9:00 a.m.   Greater Cal. Baptist 

        ~ Knox Hall 
 

  Sunday, September 1st 
 

~ Communion ~  

    8:30 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

   9:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

 10:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

 11:00 a.m.   Praise Band reh. ~ Music Rm 

 11:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 

   Sunday, August 25th 
 

   8:30 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

   9:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

 10:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

 11:00 a.m.   Praise Band reh. ~ Music Rm 

 11:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 
    

Monday, August 26th 
 

   9:00 a.m.   Women’s  Connection ~ 116 

   6:30 p.m.   NA ~ Knox Hall 
 

Tuesday, August 27th 
 

 10:00 a.m.   Staff ~ Office 

   5:15 p.m.   Trustees ~ Parlor 

   6:00 p.m.   NA Activities Com. ~119 

   7:30 p.m.   AA ~ 313 

   7:30 p.m.   NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
 

Wednesday, August 28th 
 

~ Annual Block Party ~ 

 10:30 a.m.   Bible Study ~ 116 

   5:30 p.m.   NA ~ 116    

   6:00 p.m.   Block Party ~ Parking Lot 

    

Sunday, September 1, 2019 

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship Services 

~ Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 

~ Communion ~ 

Luke 14:1,7-14 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

If you wish to contribute electronically, 

please use this QR Code  

or go to firstcovenanterie.org   

(GIVE NOW button) 

2019 Year to Date Pledge =  

( both pledge & non-pledge revenue ) 

Budget: $241,788 ………. Actual: $206,497 
(amount does not include Erie Gives donations as yet) 

 

August 18, 2019 Attendance: 
 

126 people @ “Prayers & Pancakes in the Park” 


