
August 11, 2019 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is: 

To awaken all people to our need for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 
 

 
The Congregation, in ministry 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

“A Higher  Cal l ing”  



Gathering Music  We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name      Bryan Jeffery Leech 
 

Welcome, Announcements &  

   Reading of Mission Statement              Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Moment For Ministry Erie Gives           Nancy Irwin 
 

Prelude                        The Old Rugged Cross                 arr. Greg Howlett 
 

Call to Worship (responsive)                   Tracey Townsend  
 Come worship the God who creates us,  

   who breathes life into dust and water into the earth.  

 Come worship the God who challenges us,  

   who calls the poor blessed and makes the hungry full.  

 Come worship the God who calls us,  

   who binds us in community and beckons us to follow. 
 

*Hymn #749                 Come! Live in the Light!        We Are Called 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                Tracey Townsend 

 Awesome and compassionate God, 

 you have loved us with unfailing, self-giving mercy,  

 but we have not loved you.  

 You constantly call us, but we do not listen.  

 You ask us to love, but we walk away from neighbors in need,  

 wrapped in our own concerns.  

 We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed.  

 God of grace, as you come to us in mercy,  

 we repent in spirit and in truth,  

 admit our sin, and gratefully receive your forgiveness  

 through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer… Amen.  
 

*Words of Assurance (responsive)                                     Tracey Townsend 

 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? 

 If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all— 

 how will he not also, along with him,  

 graciously give us all things? 

 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? 

    It is God who justifies. 
 Who then is the one who condemns? 

    No one. 

    Christ Jesus who died— 

    more than that, who was raised to life— 

    is at the right hand of God & is also interceding for us. 
 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

 Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine 

 or nakedness or danger or sword? 

    No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

    through him who loved us. 

    For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

    neither angels nor demons, 

    neither the present nor the future, 

 P R A Y I N G  

Sunday, August 11, 2019 
~ Ninth Sunday after Pentecost ~ 
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Worship Services 

 G A T H E R I N G  



 nor any powers, 

 neither height nor depth, 

 nor anything else in all creation, 

 will be able to separate us from the love of God 

 that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

*Passing of the Peace 
   The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

*Gloria Patri #581 
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end… Amen, amen. 

First Reading      Deuteronomy 10:12-20              Tracey Townsend 

                                    Page 146, Pew Bible 
 

Story Telling           Rev. Chris Weichman   
 

Hymn #317         In Christ There Is No East or West     McKee 
 

Second Reading             Colossians 3:1-17       Rev. Chris Weichman 

        Page 957, Pew Bible 
 

Sermon                          “A Higher Calling”         Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Affirmation of Faith (excerpts from The Belhar Confession sec. 4) 

        We believe . . . that God has revealed himself as the one who    

 wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people; that    

 God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way 

 the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged; that God 

 calls the church to follow him in this, for God brings justice to 

 the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry; that God frees the    

 prisoner and restores sight to the blind; that God supports the    

 down-trodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows    

 and blocks the path of the ungodly; that for God pure and unde-   

 filed religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suf-   

 fering; that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good    

 and to seek the right. 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings 

       Offertory Solo ~     Be Thou My Vision                          David Evans 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

   Praise God, all creatures high and low...Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   Praise God, in Jesus fully known; 

   Creator, Word, and Spirit one.    

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication & Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever… Amen. 
 

*Hymn #761    Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                 Beecher 
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W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

Welcome to all, especially guests, newcomers to Erie & college students. Please 

silence all electronic devices upon entering the Sanctuary & McBrier Chap-

el. Our ushers are available to assist you with large print bulletins & hym-

nals, systems for the hearing impaired & directions to the restrooms.  
 

Families with young children: during the summer months, we do not have 

 nursery attendants at either one of the services.  However, the nursery is open 

 & available to families with children ages 0-3. Children should not be left 

 unattended in the nursery.  The full worship service can be heard over the 

 speaker system in the nursery.  As always, families with children of all ages 

 are welcome & encouraged to stay in the Sanctuary!  Just a reminder: there 

 are crayons, books & other materials in Art Gallery Hall during worship for 

 all children to utilize during the service.   
 

You are invited to the Parlor after each service for refreshments & fellowship.  

 Interested in volunteering to host? Sign up in the  Parlor by the clock.  

 

Would you like to hear today’s sermon again? Today’s & past sermons are 

 always available on our website www.firstcovenanterie.org  

 

Interested in exploring membership within First Covenant? For more infor-

mation, please contact Sheila Sweet at 814.898.3417.   
 

Stephen Ministry is a ministry in which people with special gifts for caring can 

put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love & care to 

those who most need it. If you know someone who is going through a diffi-

cult time, contact Leader Diane Ream, 814.899.6762. Our Stephen Minis-

ters are ready to provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care ~ 

to help that person experience the healing power of Christ’s love. 
 

Hospital Callers: Would you like to bring the love of God to those in the hospi-  

   tal?  Interested in joining this wonderful ministry, call Sheila at 898.3417. 
 

Planned Hospitalization? If you would like a visit from the pastor and/or Dea-

 cons, please call the church office with the dates of your scheduled hospitali-

 zation.  Also, be sure to indicate “First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant” 

 as your church when you complete your intake forms. 
 

Looking for a few good drivers!!  The Deacons are looking for church members 

 to give other members a ride to church to experience FPCC worship & 

 fellowship.  If you are willing to help with this outreach please call Rick 

 Bernardini at 814.323.1207 for more details. 
 

Have a phone, mailing address or email change? Would you like to receive our 

 monthly newsletter?  Contact JoAnn Peters in the church office ~ 

  joann.peters@firstcovenanterie.org or 456.4243 x110. 

Today we are using a portion of the Confession of Belhar as an affirmation of 

faith. This confession is rooted in the struggle against apartheid in Southern Afri-

ca. This “outcry of faith” and “call for faithfulness and repentance” was first 

drafted in 1982 and was adopted by the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission 

Church in South Africa in 1986 as one of its standards of unity. The Presbyterian 

Church (USA) approved the Confession of Belhar as part of the Book of Confes-

sions at the 222nd General Assembly in 2016. 

*Benediction                                                       Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Postlude           Make Me a Channel of Your Peace    arr. Alfred V. Fedak 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Liturgist ~ Tracey Townsend      Sound Tech ~ Tim McKinley 
 

Attribution for music used in the service represents the name of the composer, arranger, or tune 
 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Text by Brian Wren, Music by Hal H. Hopson 

©1989, ©1998 Hope Publishing Company   CCLI License #11174471 



F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  L I F E  

Kirk House/Campus Ministry needs Cookies (or brownies)!  The Kirk House 

 campus-wide cookout is Friday, August 23rd from 6-8 p.m.  Rachel Kennedy 

 (& the KH students) could use your help serving/welcoming/mingling with 

 students AND by providing homemade or store-bought cookies/brownies for 

 dessert!  Contact Rachel: 412.849.7826 
 

Mark your calendar for ERIE Gives… Tuesday, August 13th from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 

 During this 12-hour period of online giving, the Erie Community Foundation 

 will match a percentage of each donation you make towards FPCC. For de-

 tails on how to maximize your gift please visit Eriegives.org 
  

Help international students experience some “American culture”  Get your 

 square dancing shoes & head to (air conditioned!)  Knox Hall on August 14th 

 for a FREE pot-luck dinner & contra dancing.  Live folk band & caller.  It all 

 starts at 6 p.m. ALL ages welcome!  RSVP to Anne at 814.456.4243 x100. 
 

“Prayers & Pancakes in the Park” August 18th  Your heard correctly!  The wor-

 ship committee & staff are trying something NEW.  Embrace summer with 

 worship at 10 a.m. at Frontier Park amphitheater followed by pancakes in the 

 LEAF nature center.  Special music.  Special activities for the kids.  Bring: 

 neighbors & friends, camp chairs or a blanket, bottled water, umbrella & sun

 screen.  Dress comfortably.  In case of rain, worship will be INdoors, inside 

 the lovely LEAF center.  Want to help? Contact Rebecca Stoczynski at 

 814.440.6964. Hope to see you there! 
 

Block Party Countdown: August 28th, 6-8 p.m.  Mark your calendars.  YOUR 

 help is needed to greet neighbors, prepare & serve food, provide kids’ active-

 ties, set-up, clean-up & more.  For more details or to sign up check the insert 

 in today’s bulletins or the August Covenant Chimes! Questions? Ask Dale 

 Sweet, shedal68@gmail.com. 
 

Knox hall is in need of a few updated high chairs.  If you have a high chair

 (please no wooden) from 2000 or later that you can donate, contact Seph.   
 

Sunday Supper needs used sneakers that are in good condition as requests have 

 exceeded our supply.  Please do not donate shoes that are dirty or are beyond 

 practical use.  Sneakers can be left in the office with Pat’s name on the bag. 
 

You’ve heard the Praise Band...now join them! Interested in playing an instru

 ment &/or singing in a band setting?  This group is open to all & would love 

 to have you join in the fun! Learn new music & work together to add another 

 style of music to what we offer here at FPCC. Meeting once a week; days & 

 times vary. Send questions to montgomery.service@firstcovenanterie.org  
 

How can we pray for you?  Something weighing heavy on your mind this morn-

 ing?  Have a prayer request? Fill out a “Prayer Ministry” form (found in the 

 pew racks) & submit it in the offering plate. You & your request will be 

 prayed for. 

Article deadline for the September newsletter is Thursday!  

Send to anne.sauer@firstcovenanterie.org 

     In Lieu of sanctuary flowers a donation has been given in sup-

port of the Vicary Organ Maintenance Fund. The donation is in 

loving memory of J. Maurice & Jane Parker Henderson and Ber-

nard & Evelyn Briggs Young, parents of David & Karen Young. 

M E M O R I A L  D O N A T I O N S  

 

Scott & Mary Ann Sesler will be moving soon  
to State College, PA.   

Please join them in the Parlor after both services  
for refreshments & to wish them well! 



T H E  W E E K  A H E A D  

AMS 

When you wish to contact our Pastor, Rev. Chris Weichman, 

 he can be reached in the Church office from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,   

Tuesday through Friday, at 814-456-4243 ex.103  

or anytime by email at chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook  

Rachel Kennedy, Campus Minister 
Britney Knight, Director, Youth/Family Ministries 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 
Marsha MacKinnon, Webmaster 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Records Administration 
Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Mary Schmidt, Weeknight Hostess 
Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 
Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/ Head of Staff 

F P C C  S T A F F  

Thursday, August 15th 
 

~ Chimes Articles Due ~ 
 12:00 p.m.   NA ~ Knox Hall 

   7:30 p.m.   Women’s NA ~ Knox Hall 
 

Friday, August 16th 
 

~ Office Closing @ 5:00 ~ 
 

Saturday, August 17th 
 

~ Office Closed ~ 
 

  Sunday, August 18th 
 

~ Prayers & Pancakes in the Park ~  
 10:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Frontier Park  

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 

   Sunday, August 11th 
 

   8:30 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

   9:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

 10:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

 11:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

   4:00 p.m.   Sunday Supper ~ Knox Hall 
    

Monday, August 12th 
 

   9:00 a.m.   Women’s  Connection ~ 116 

   6:30 p.m.   NA ~ Knox Hall 

   7:00 p.m.   Core Board ~ Discovery 
 

Tuesday, August 13th 
 

~ Erie Gives Day ~ 

 10:00 a.m.   Staff ~ Office 

   5:30 p.m.   H&M Committee ~ Offsite 

   6:00 p.m.   NA Activities Com. ~119 

   6:30 p.m.   Mission ~ Library 

   7:00 p.m.   Budget ~ 116 

   7:30 p.m.   AA ~ 313 

   7:30 p.m.   NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
 

Wednesday, August 14th 
 

 10:30 a.m.   Bible Study ~ 116 

 11:30 p.m.   Staff Lunch ~ Oakwood 

   5:30 p.m.   Praise Band ~ Music Room 

   5:30 p.m.   NA ~ 116    

   6:00 p.m.   VBS, OWBay-Fit  

       ~ Bayview Park 

   6:00 p.m.   Potluck & Contra Dancing 

   ~ Knox Hall 

   7:15 p.m.   Deacons ~ 116    

Sunday, August 18, 2019 

“Prayers & Pancakes in the Park” 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

~ Tenth Sunday after Pentecost ~  
Exodus 3:1-15 & Romans 12:9-18 

Britney Knight 

2019 Year to Date Pledge =  

( both pledge & non-pledge revenue ) 

Budget: $227,134 ………. Actual: $199,990 
 

July 28, 2019 Attendance: 
 

8:30 a.m. = 34 people ………. 10:00 a.m. = 109 people 

If you wish to contribute electronically, 

please use this QR Code  

or go to  

firstcovenanterie.org   

(GIVE NOW button) 



2019 Block Party Volunteer Sign-up Sheet 
 

Yes! I would like to help at the Block Party  

on Wednesday, Aug. 28th.  
 

  I will help (check all that apply): 
 

  ____ Deliver Neighbor Invitations 8/25 after 10:00 Worship 

  ____ Carry tables & chairs upstairs from Knox Hall,  

 Sunday 8/25 at 5:30 p.m. 

  ____ Prepare side dishes, Tuesday 8/27 at 10 am 
 

  On Wednesday, August 28th : 
 

  ____ Set Up Tables & Chairs, at 4 pm 

  ____ Food prep, at 4 pm 

  ____ Set up food tables & serve food at 5 pm 

  ____ Grill/serve Hot Dogs/Hamburgers at 5 pm 

  ____ Greet & hand out nametags at 6 pm 

  ____ Set up/supervise kid’s games at 5:30 pm 

  ____ Hand out brochures to neighbors (Info-Table) at 6 pm 

  ____ Help clean-up afterwards beginning 7:45 pm 

  ____ Take down tables & chairs/return to Knox Hall,  

   beginning 7:45 pm 

 
  Name ____________________________________________ 
 
  Phone ___________________________________________ 
 
  Email ____________________________________________ 

Join us on the evening of Wednesday, August 28th,  

as we turn our parking lot into a huge neighborhood block party 

& kick off our fall programming!  

Live music, delicious picnic food, kids games,  

time together with our church family & neighbors…. 

it is a fun event for the whole family.  

We need your help though!  

Could you fill out & return the volunteer sign-up sheet  

found below to the church office?  

Remember… Many hands make light work.  

Hope to see you there!!!  

FPCC 11 th Annual  

Free food,  music,  & fun for  the  whole  family!  

      8 /28/2019              6~8 p.m.  


