
January 28, 2018 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant is: 

To awaken all people to our need for a life-changing encounter  

with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 
 

 

 

The Congregation, in ministry 
We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

“What Is This?” 



 

Gathering Music             Partita on                 Sadowski 

       When in Our Music God is Glorified 
 

Welcome, Announcements &  

            Reading of Mission Statement                Marsha MacKinnon 
 

Moment for Mission           “Wholly Fit”                 Mary Ann Sesler 
              Jennifer Gravatt (8:30)

      Nicholas Stephenson (11:00) 
 

Prelude                        Toccata on                 Sadowski 

                When in Our Music God is Glorified 
 

Call to Worship Hymn  
 L: I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart. 

 P: Great are the works of the Lord. 

 L: He has sent redemption to his people.  

Holy and awesome is his name. 

P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 His praise endures forever. 

 

*Hymn #35           Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty        Lobe Den Herren 
 
 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison)                Marsha MacKinnon 
 Righteous God, 

we who own more than we use, 

proclaim more than we experience, 

and request more than we need, 

come asking your forgiveness. 

We seek your salvation, then act like we save ourselves. 

We beg your forgiveness, then repeat our errors. 

We experience your grace, then act defeated. 

We rely on your power, but only in hard times. 

We have become confused and misguided. 

Forgive our every defection. 

Bring us to an unbroken commitment 

and a steady trust, 

through Jesus Christ, who is the way of hope, 

the truth of God, 

and the life of love, 

now and always...Amen. 
 

*Words of Assurance             Marsha MacKinnon 
 

*Passing of the Peace   

 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

*Gloria Patri #581 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

 world without end...Amen, amen. 
 

 

 G A T H E R I N G  

 P R A Y I N G  

Sunday, January 28, 2018 
~ Fourth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services 



 

Story Telling           Britney Knight 
 

After Storytelling, children who leave the 10:00 service will be escorted  

to Reed Chapel on the third floor for Children’s Worship. 
 

Scripture Reading               Psalm 111          Marsha MacKinnon 

          Page 490, Pew Bible 
 

Hymn #662       Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies              Ratisbon  

 

Scripture Reading             Mark 1:21-28       Rev. Chris Weichman 

         Page 812, Pew Bible 
 

Sermon                              “What Is This?”           Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
 God is Good  All the Time! 

 All the Time  God is Good! 
 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread; 

    and forgive us our debts, 

    as we forgive our debtors; 

    and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever...Amen. 
 

Giving of Our Tithes & Offerings  

   Offertory Anthem ~ Great is Thy Faithfulness               Arr. Schrader 

         The Covenant Choir 
 

*Doxology Hymn #609  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

 Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 Praise God, in Jesus fully known,    

 Creator, Word and Spirit one. 

 Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

*Prayer of Dedication                      Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Hymn #744            Arise, Your Light Is Come                         Junkanoo 

 

*Benediction            Rev. Chris Weichman 
 

*Postlude                          Recessional on                          Mark Sedio 

         Sent Forth by God's Blessing 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit.  

Liturgist ~ Marsha MacKinnon     ~     Sound Tech ~ Nancy van den Honert 

 R E S P O N D I N G  

 L I S T E N I N G  

Thank You to our Guest Organist,  

Jamie Emerson 

for her time & talent today! 



W E L C O M E  T O  W O R S H I P  

Welcome to all, especially guests, newcomers to Erie & college students. Please 

silence all electronic devices upon entering the Sanctuary & McBrier Chap-

el. Our ushers are available to assist you with large print bulletins & hym-

nals, systems for the hearing impaired & directions to the restrooms.  
 

You are invited to the Parlor after each service for refreshments & fellowship.  

 Members are encouraged to invite visitors to join them.  Interested in volun-

 teering to host? Contact Sandra Herman or sign up in the Parlor.  

 

Families with young children: We welcome children in worship! Crayons & 

 books are available in Art Gallery Hall.  Please return at the end of worship.  

 We have infant through age 3 childcare available in the Nursery during 9:30 

 Faith Formation & 11:00 service.   
 

Would you like to hear today’s sermon again? Today’s & past sermons are 

 always available on our website www.firstcovenanterie.org  

 

Interested in exploring membership within First Covenant? For more infor-

mation, please contact Sheila Sweet at (814) 898-3417.   
 

Stephen Ministry  is a ministry in which people with special gifts for caring can 

put those gifts to use in an organized way, bringing Jesus’ love & care to 

those who most need it.  

      If you know someone who is going through a difficult time, contact 

Leader Diane Ream, (814) 899-6762. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

provide focused, confidential, one-to-one Christian care ~ to help that per-

son experience the healing power of Christ’s love. 
 

Hospital Callers:  Would you like to bring the love of God to those in the 

 hospital?  If you are interested in joining a wonderful ministry of our church, 

 contact Sheila Sweet at 814-898-3417 or Mary Ann Sesler at 814-490-9629. 
 

Planned Hospitalization? If you would like a visit from the pastor and/or Dea-

 cons, please call the church office with the dates of your scheduled hospitali-

 zation.  Also, be sure to indicate “First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant” 

 as your church when you complete your intake forms. 
 

Looking for a few good drivers!!  The Deacons are looking for church members 

 to give other members a ride to church to experience FPCC worship & 

 fellowship.  If you are willing to help with this outreach please call Debbie or 

 Rick Bernardini at 825-5937 for more details. 

 F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  H O U R   

Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
 

Children, Youth & Young Adults 
 

  Pre-K ~ Grade 5 ……… Jr. High Lounge & Reed Chapel 

  Grades 6 ~ 8 ……… Sr. High Lounge  

  Grades 9 ~ College ……… Campus Ministry Lounge  
 

Adults 

“Letter to the Ephesians” with Bill Holmes … Room 313  

“Book of Jonah” … with Rev. Chris Weichman … Fidelis Room 

“Protestants: Faith that Made the Modern World” with Rob Baker … Room 116 

Thank you to The Tauber Family  
for hosting Fellowship today. 

Please join them after each worship service  
 for refreshments in the Parlor. 



Pitch-in & Pray for Luba As our custodian Luba recovers from surgery, you are 

 reminded to keep her in your prayers and/or  send her a card: Luba Koval-

 chuk, 724 E. 11th St., Erie 16503.  In Luba’s temporary absence, please help 

 with any set-up & clean-up opportunities you see! 
 

“Play it again, Nataliya!” Nataliya Federchenko, from the Ukraine, will be our 

 guest at Connections Dinner this Wednesday at 5:15 p.m.  This renown pia-

 nist will share some dinner music AND tell us about her latest visit to Erie 

 after dinner.  $6 adults, $3 children & students.  RSVP to Anne in the office. 
 

Lent is around the corner… “RETURN to the Lord your God, for he is merciful 

 and compassionate, very patient, full of faithful love, and ready to forgive.”  

 – Joel 2:13.  Our theme for Lent: RETURN.  Learn more at our “Why Lent?” 

 dinner on Wednesday, February 7th at 5:15 p.m.  And watch for many oppor-

 tunities to RETURN during Lent in your February Chimes, coming this week 

 to your email or mailbox! 
 

Faith Formation Leadership Luncheon...If you are a Faith Formation Leader or 

 Teacher, we are having a mid-year luncheon next Sunday, Feb. 4th, after the 

 11:00 AM service.  This luncheon is for all leaders who have taken part in 

 leading or will lead a Faith Formation class in the 2017-2018 program year. 

 Lunch will be provided. RSVP to Britney at 456-4243 x112 by TODAY. 
 

Confirmation...Begins next Sunday Feb. 4th, during Faith Formation for in 6th-8th 

 grade.  Information was emailed to parents in Dec. & can  be found in the 

 Jan. Chimes.  For more information, contact Britney Knight TODAY.  
 

“Disruptive Discipleship” is the title of the book by former campus minister Sam 

 vanEman that will be studied by the Friday morning men’s group.  If you’d 

 like to jump start your faith, join the group from 7-8 a.m. in the Parlor. 
 

Save the date for “The Big Event”! This Lake Erie Presbytery day of learning & 

 worship is Saturday, March 10th, 2018 & hosted by First Covenant.  Plan to 

 attend.  Plan to assist.  More details to come…or visit pbylakeerie.org  
 

Join the “Pew Crew” an hour a week (of your choice) & help re-stock the pew 

 racks between Sundays. Contact Anne Sauer, 456-4243 x100 if able to assist. 
 

“Prepare the Way”  If you are willing/able to offer 20 minutes on a Sunday 

 morning (when snow falls on weekends) to assist John Scepura, please call or 

 text his cell phone: 814.431.0845. 
 

Winter hosts needed!  Winter is when folks appreciate a cup of coffee & some 

 conversation after worship.  The Fellowship schedule (by the clock in the 

 Parlor) is still wide open for March.  You, your family or your group are  

 invited to sign up to host the fellowship one Sunday soon. 
 

On Dec. 18th, Session approved & carried a motion that states:  Parking during 

 business hours Mon - Fri, in any of the church’s parking lots, is by  paid per-

 mit only. Those exempt from paying for weekday parking include  members 

 & visitors coming to the church for meetings, bible study or other church 

 business & are directed to park in the white lined spaces close to the door. 

 Others must purchase a permit for non-church related weekday parking & 

 other downtown usage. These spaces will be offered at a reduced rate of  $25/

 month & limited in quantity. Yellow parking stickers are no longer valid.  

F I R S T  C O V E N A N T  L I F E  



T H E  W E E K  A H E A D  

  Thursday, February 1st  
 

  7:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible ~ Perkins 

10:00 a.m.   Lunch Prep ~ City Mission  

12:00 p.m.   NA ~ 116 

  3:30 p.m.   Urban University ~Sr. Lounge 

  4:30 p.m.   YPC ~ Knox Hall & 116 

  5:00 p.m.   GU Pep Band ~ Fidelis 

  6:30 p.m.   Covenant Bells ~ Sanctuary 

  7:15 p.m.   Covenant Choir ~ Music Rm 

  7:30 p.m.   Women’s NA ~116 
 

Friday, February 2nd 
 

  7:00 a.m.   Men’s Group ~ Parlor 
 

  Saturday, February 3rd 
 

~ Office Closed ~ 
 

Sunday, February 4th  
 

  8:30 a.m.  Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  9:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

  9:30 a.m.   Confirmation Class ~Sr. Lng 

  9:30 a.m.   Faith Formation ~ Various 

11:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

12:00 p.m.   Greater than The Sum 

    ~ Sanctuary 

12:00 p.m.   Faith Formation Leaders 

        Luncheon ~ 116 

12:15 p.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor  

  4:00 p.m.   Sunday Suppers ~ Knox Hall 

  4:30 p.m.   Youth Group ~ Sr. Lounge 

Sunday, January 28th  
 

  8:30 a.m.  Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  9:15 a.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor 

  9:30 a.m.   Faith Formation ~ Various 

11:00 a.m.   Worship ~ Sanctuary   

12:00 p.m.   Greater than The Sum 

    ~ Sanctuary 

12:15 p.m.   Fellowship ~ Parlor  

  4:00 p.m.   Sunday Suppers ~ Knox Hall 

  4:30 p.m.   Youth Group ~ Sr. Lng 
 

Monday, January 29th 
 

  6:30 p.m.   NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
 

Tuesday, January 30th 
 

11:00 a.m.   ICM ~ Library 

 3:30 p.m.   Urban University ~ Knox Hall  

 7:30 p.m.    AA ~ 313 

 7:30 p.m.    NA ~ Sr. Lounge 
   

Wednesday, January 31st 
 

  9:45 a.m.   Pre-S Story Time ~ Parlor  

10:30 a.m.   Bible Study ~ 116 

  1:30 p.m.   Staff ~ Parlor 

  5:15 p.m.   Dinner ~ Knox Hall 

  5:30 p.m.   NA ~ 116 

  6:00 p.m.   COG / Life Skills ~ 119 

  8:00 p.m.   Restore ~ Kirk House 

When you wish to contact our Pastor, Rev. Chris Weichman, 

 he can be reached in the Church office from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,   

Tuesday through Friday, at 814-456-4243 ex.103  

or anytime by email at chris.weichman@firstcovenanterie.org 

David Bennett, Weekend Host 
Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Sunday Hostess 

Ian Headley, Weeknight Host 
Lisa Hiegel, Director, Covenant Preschool 

Seth Hiegel, Weeknight Host   

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook  
Britney Knight, Director, Youth/Family Ministries 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director, Community Engagement 
Marsha Mackinnon-McKinley, WebMaster 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Records Administration 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 
John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Monty Service, Coordinator, Missional Music 
Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 

F P C C  S T A F F  

Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/ Head of Staff 

Sunday, February 4, 2018  
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services  

~ Fifth Sunday after Epiphany ~ 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Rev. Chris Weichman 

2018 Year to Date Pledge totals: 

Totals are both pledge & non-pledge revenue (as of 1.24.18) 
 

YTD Budget: $24,625               

YTD Received: $19,376 



On behalf of the Doctor of Physical Therapy program  

at Gannon University,  

a group of students have been working to develop  

a wellness program “Wholly Fit” within your congregation!  

We recognize the need for promotion & encouragement  

of living a healthy lifestyle for the older adult.  

Our purposes in conducting this program are  

to provide educational insight & offer safe activities  

to promote overall health, wellness, & fitness. 

 

The results are in!!  

The outline is featured in this announcement!  

We’ve determined the program will take place  

Thursdays from 1:00 until 2:30 p.m.  

beginning March 8th through April 19th;  

7 weeks total.  

The first & last session will be a general health assessment  

to track your progress.  

Based on the responses we received from all of you,  

this is what the rest of the curriculum entails: 

 

~ Strength, Home Based Exercise & Walking 

~ Dancing & Endurance 

~ Yoga & Flexibility 

~ Brain Games, Stress Management & Functional Balance  

~ Nutrition 

 

If interested, fill out & return the form on the reverse side to 

Mary Ann Sesler by February 18th.   

Registration forms can either be placed in the collection plate, 

dropped off in the office or emailed to her at 

masesler@gmail.com.   

 

We would prefer if you could attend all 7 sessions,  

however if you have a conflict & miss a class we understand. 

Everyone is welcome to attend,  

even if you didn’t fill out the initial questionnaire! 

 

Thank you for your consideration & support of the students  

of the Gannon Doctorate of Physical Therapy program.  

We greatly appreciate it &  

we look forward to working with you! 

 

Thank you, Gannon University DPT students  

~ Jennifer Gravatt, Victoria Lavery,  

Kaitlynn Mostard- Smith, Kelly Parsons, 

Brenna Powers, Nicholas Stephenson & David Ways  

“ W h ol ly  F it”  

We l l n e ss  P rog ram  

mailto:masesler@gmail.com


Gannon University DPT Wellness Program 

“Wholly Fit” Registration  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

Age: _______ (All ages welcome!) 

 

Significant Medical History (Please check all that apply) 

____ High blood pressure 

____ Asthma 

____ Visual deficits 

____ Arthritis  

____ Hearing deficits  

____ Diabetes  

____ High cholesterol 

____ Heart/ lung disease* 

____ GI disease 

____ Cancer  

 

Previous surgery(s): ______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Previous injury(s): _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Medications: ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

Other: _________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 Dates of conflict if any: ___________________________ 

 

*If you have a history of cardiac impairments  

or are on an exercise restriction,  

please bring a doctor’s note. 

Please check this box 
if you use an assis-
tive device such as a 
cane, walker, and/or 
wheelchair on a daily 
basis.  




