
Sunday, June 11, 2017 

The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

The Presbytery of Lake Erie 

 

A Service of Installation 
 

for the 

 
Rev. Christopher J. Weichman 

 
as Pastor of the 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
of the Covenant 
Erie, Pennsylvania 



Prelude ~        Fanfare for Organ      John Cook 
 

Call to Worship ~             Nancy Irwin 
L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

L: Let us worship God. Clap your hands, all you peoples;  

P: shout to God with loud songs of joy. 

L: For the Most High is awesome, 
P: a great sovereign over all the earth. 
 

*Hymn #309        Come, Great God of All the Ages               Abbott’s Leigh 
 

Confession ~ (in unison)              Rev. Dave Edmunds 

 Almighty God, 

 by water and your Holy Spirit 

 you baptized us to be your own 

 and called the church into being. 

 We confess that we hold back 
 the love of your Spirit among us. 

 We do not listen for your word of grace, 

 speak the good news of your love, 

 or live as a people made one in Christ. 

(Silent confession) 
 Have mercy on us, O God. 

 Transform our lives by the power of your Holy Spirit 

 and make strong our common witness 

 to the one Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 

Assurance of Pardon ~  
 

Prayer for Illumination ~ 
 

New Testament Reading ~ Ephesians 1:1`5-23 
 

Bells ~        Triumph & Glory       Kevin McChesney 
 

Old Testament Reading ~ Genesis 32:22-32 
 

Sermon ~ “Limping Ahead with Our New Name”  Rev. Dr. Ralph Hawkins 
 

Affirmation of Faith  (in unison)            Confession of 1967 – 9.32 

      The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of    

   Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the church’s mission. 

 His life as man involves the church in the common life of 

 men. His service to men commits the church to work for 

 every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the 
 church sensitive to all the sufferings of mankind so that it 

 sees the face of Christ in the faces of men in every kind of 

 need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judge-

 ment on man’s inhumanity to man and the awful conse-

 quences of its own complicity in injustice.  In the power of 
 the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church 

 sees the promise of God’s renewal of man’s life in society 

 and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

 

Installation of  

Rev. Christopher J. Weichman 



Offering ~   

      Today’s offering will be divided between the Emergency  

Assistance to Ministers Fund and the mission of Hosanna  
Industries - Hosanna Industries provides hope to the hurting 

through home repair and construction, trade skill training, 

and disaster relief.  www.hosannaindustries.org 
 

Offertory ~                      Old Hundredth       Choir 
 

* The People’s Response ~ Gloria Patri 
 

* A Litany of Gifts ~           Doug Ebert 
     As in one body we have many parts  
     and each part has its own function, 
     so all of us together with Christ are one body, 

     and we all belong to each other. 

We have different gifts 

according to the grace God has given us. 
     If your gift is to hear God’s Word, 

speak it out in faith. 

     If your gift is service, 

live to serve others. 

     If your gift is the heart of a teacher, 
teach what is true. 

     Let preachers preach with conviction, 

     and givers give freely; 

let officers work diligently for the people, 

and let those who serve the poor, serve gladly. 

     Let us not lack for enthusiasm, 
     but be ardent in spirit, 

serving the Lord, 

rejoicing in hope, 

patient in suffering, 

constant in prayer, 
supporting one another, 

and welcoming all. 
 

*Hymn #366           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                     Hyfrydol 
 

Statement on Installation ~              Rev. David Oyler 

 We are called out by God 

 to be the Church of Jesus Christ, 
 a sign in the world today 

 of the new life that God intends for all. 
 In our life together 

 we are to display the new reality 

 that sin is forgiven, 

 reconciliation accomplished, 

 and the dividing walls of hostility torn down. 
 As the living body of Christ, 

 the church is called 

 to proclaim the good news of salvation, 

 to present the claims of the gospel on people’s lives, 

 and to demonstrate Christ’s love in service to the world. 

 We are called to undertake this mission 
 even at the risk of life, 

 trusting God in all things. 

 In faith we embrace 

 a new openness to what God is doing in our time, 

 a renewed obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 and a new joy in our common worship and work. 
 Today we reclaim our historic calling 

 and remember the great ends of the church: 



All present may continue: 
 

The proclamation of the gospel  
for the salvation of humankind; 
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship 
of the children of God; 

the maintenance of divine worship; 

the preservation of the truth; 

the promotion of social righteousness; 

and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven 
to the world. 
 

     The ministry of the church is shared by pastor and people, 

 so that all together may fulfill the mission 

 to which we are called in Jesus Christ. 
 The particular responsibility 

 of the ministry of the Word and Sacrament 

 is to build up the church and serve the people of God, 

 so that the Word may be rightly proclaimed 

 and the sacraments rightly celebrated. 

 The call to this ministry has been 
 extended by the congregation, 

 accepted by the candidate, 

 and approved by the presbytery. 

 Therefore the Presbytery Lake Erie, 

 by means of this commission, 
 now installs Chris Weichman as pastor 
 of First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant. 

 In his baptism, Chris was clothed with Christ. 

 He was ordained to the ministry of Word and 

 Sacrament by the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, 

 and is now called by God through the voice of the church 
 to serve as pastor of this congregation. 
 

We remember with joy 

our common calling to serve Christ, 

and we celebrate God’s call to our brother 
to serve among us as pastor. 

The “Pastor’s Cross” presented to Rev. Weichman during today’s 
Installation Service was originally made from gold jewelry & fillings 
donated by members of the Sunday School class taught by found-
ing pastor of the Church of the Covenant, Rev. Dr. Ralph Marshall 
Davis. This cross was presented to him in 1937.  Dr. Davis’ family 

found the cross  
among his possessions following his death &  

sent it to First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant in the early 
1980’s.  

Dr. Lewis M. Evans was the first pastor since Dr. Davis to wear 



Constitutional Questions ~     Cindy Swendson 
 

          Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, 

     acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and 

     through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
 

          Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

     to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness 

     to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to          

  you? 
 

          Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the 

     Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church 

     as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads 

     us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by 

     those confessions as you lead the people of God? 
 

          Will you be a minister of the Word and Sacrament in 

     obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture and     

  continually guided by the confessions? 

 

          Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you 
     abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend among your 

     colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the 

     ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

 

          Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus     
  Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation 

     of the world? 

 

          Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the 

     church? 

 
          Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 

     imagination, and love? 

 

          Will you be a faithful minister, proclaiming the good news 

     in Word and Sacrament, teaching faith, and caring for people?   
 

           Will you be active in government and discipline, serving in   

  the governing bodies of the church, and in your ministry will    

  you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 

 
 Do we, the members of the church, accept Chris Weichman   

as our pastor, chosen by God through the voice of this congre-

gation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

 We do. 

 
 Do we agree to encourage him, to respect his decisions, and 

to follow as he guides us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is 

Head of the Church? 

 We do. 

 

 Do we promise to pay him fairly, and provide for his welfare 
as he works among us; to stand by him in trouble, and share 

his joy? Will we listen to the word he preaches, welcome his 
pastoral care, and honor his authority as he seeks to honor and 

obey Jesus Christ our Lord? 

 We do and we will. 
 



Prayer of Installation ~      Rev. David Oyler 
 

Welcome ~  
      Chris, as a minister of the Word and Sacrament in the   

 church of Jesus Christ, you are now installed as pastor of this 

 congregation. Be faithful and true in your ministry so that 

 your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen 

 Christ. 
 

*Hymn #475    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing            Nettleton 
 

Benediction   
 

Postlude ~             Toccata           John Weaver 

 

 
~ Preaching ~  

 

Rev. Dr. Ralph Hawkins,  

Executive Presbyter, The Presbytery of Shenango 
 

        ~ Installation Commission ~  

Rev. David Oyler, Executive Presbyter,  

The Presbytery of Lake Erie 
 

Rev. David Edmunds,  

Pastor, Belle Valley Presbyterian Church 
 

Ruling Elder Doug Ebert,  

Belle Valley Presbyterian Church 
 

Ruling Elder Nancy Irwin,  
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

 

Ruling Elder Cindy Swendson,  

Polk Presbyterian Church 

David Bennett, Weekend Host 
Abby Blankenship, Campus Minister 

Helen Greider, Sunday Hostess 

Lisa Hiegel, Director Covenant Preschool 
Seth Hiegel, Weeknight Host   

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook  

Britney Knight, Director Youth/Family Ministries 
Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director Community Engagement 

JoAllie Paluchak, Nursery Attendant 
JoAnn Peters, Finance / Records Administration 

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 
Kyle Schumacher, Campus Minister 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 
Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 

Rev. Chris Weichman, Pastor/ Head of Staff 
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