
The Caring Church in the Heart of the City! 

April 14, 2017 

Good Friday  

“Imprisonment” 

Rev. Timm High 
 

Temporary Supply Pastor 

WRESTLING  
WITH  

RECONCILIATION 



Gathering Music           Tallis Tune              Thomas Tallis 

       Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence              Picardy Tune 

               Chacony                          Henry Purcell 

         Wondrous Love            William Walker 

 

Welcome & Announcements                 Diane Sutton 
 

Scripture Reading            Matthew 27.38-61          See Insert 

 

Time of Silence 
  

Prayer of the Day 
 Merciful God, save us from hardness of heart, that, seeing in Jesus the one who died for us, we 

 may repent, confess our sin, and receive your overflowing love, in the name of Jesus Christ our 

 Lord.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #228                                   Were You There?                      Were You There 

 

*Prayer of Confession (Responsive)                                                                                            Diane Sutton

       Have mercy on Me, O God, according to your loving-kindness 

In your great compassion blot out my offenses.   

 Wash me through and through from my wickedness 

 And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 

 (Time for silent confession of faith..) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence 

 And take not your holy Spirit from me. 

Deliver me from death, O God, 

And my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 

O God of my salvation. 

 Open my lips, O Lord, 

 And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 Amen.                          

 

*Declaration of Pardon and Passing of the Peace 

 The Peace of Christ be with you 

  And also with you. 

 

Anthem         And Can it Be?     Dan Forrest 

                The Covenant Choir & String Quartet 

Good Friday Worship Service  

April 14, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 



Easter — Sunday, April 16, 2017 

 8:30 a.m. Worship—McBrier Chapel  

11:00 a.m. Festival Worship—Sanctuary  
 

NOTE:  9:30 a.m. Christian Education classes will not be held on Easter   

* Childcare available 
 

Festival Worship with music by  

Covenant Choir, Covenant Bells, Children’s Choir & a String Quartet.  
 

Visitors are always welcome at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  

& are welcomed back to participate in our Worship Services, classes & programs. 

Scripture Reading    Genesis 39.19-41.13           See Insert 

 

Sermon     “Wrestling With Reconciliation: ‘Imprisonment’”        Rev. Timm High 

  

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer  

 God is Good All the Time! 

 All the Time God is Good! 

 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude                       Litanies                             Jehan Alain 

 
 
 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Liturgist:  Diane Sutton 

 

Attribution for music used in the service represents the name of the composer, arranger, or tune. 

 
 
 

THANK YOU to Mr. Howard Lyon & the String Quartet  

for providing such beautiful music to the Good Friday service tonight. 

Matthew 27.38-50 is Matthew’s reporting of Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus, taunted by the bystanders, cries out “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” before dying. (The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 
 

Genesis 39.19-41.13 tells of Joseph’s experience in prison after the accusations of Potiphar’s wife, a time 

when his leadership skills are once again called upon and his ability to interpret dreams is once again an asset. 

(The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 

T H O U G H T S   O N   TO D AY ’ S   T E X T  



      

 

 

      Matthew 27.38-61 (CEB)  

 

  
     [The governor’s soldiers] crucified with [Jesus] two outlaws, one on his right side and one on his left. 
 

     Those who were walking by insulted Jesus, shaking their heads and saying, “So you were going to destroy the 

temple and rebuild it in three days, were you? Save yourself! If you are God’s son, come 

down from the cross.” 
 

     In the same way, the chief priests, along with the legal experts and the elders, were making fun of him, saying, “He saved 

others, but he can’t save himself. He’s the king of Israel, so let him come down from the 

cross now. Then we’ll believe in him. He trusts in God, so let God deliver him now if he 

wants to. He said, ‘I’m God’s Son.’” The outlaws who were crucified with him insulted him in the same way. 
 

     From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark. At about three Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani,” which means, “My God, my God, why have you left me?” 
 

     After hearing him, some standing there said, “He’s calling Elijah.” One of them ran over, took a sponge full of 

vinegar, and put it on a pole. He offered it to Jesus to drink. 
 

     But the rest of them said, “Let’s see if Elijah will come and save him.” 
 

     Again Jesus cried out with a loud shout. Then he died. 
 

     Look, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split, and the bodies of many 

holy people who had died were raised. After Jesus’ resurrection they came out of their graves and went into the holy city where they 

appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and what had just hap-

pened, they were filled with awe and said, “This was certainly God’s Son.” 
 

     Many women were watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to serve him. Among them were Mary Mag-

dalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
 

     That evening a man named Joseph came. He was a rich man from Arimathea who had become a disciple of Jesus. He came to 

Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate gave him permission to take it. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 

laid it in his own new tomb, which he had carved out of the rock. After he rolled a large stone at the door of the tomb, he went away. 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting in front of the tomb. 



Genesis 39.19-41.13 (CEB) 
 
     When Joseph’s master heard the thing that his wife told him, “This is what your servant did to me,” he was incensed. Joseph’s 

master took him and threw him in jail, the place where the king’s prisoners were held. While he was in jail, the LORD was with 

Joseph and remained loyal to him. He caused the jail’s commander to think highly of Joseph. The jail’s commander put all of the 

prisoners in the jail under Joseph’s supervision, and he was the one who determined everything that happened there. The jail’s com-

mander paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s supervision, because the LORD was with him and made everything he did suc-

cessful. 
 

     Some time later, both the wine steward and the baker for Egypt’s king offended their master, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh was 

angry with his two officers, the chief wine steward and the chief baker, and he put them under arrest with the commander of the 

royal guard in the same jail where Joseph was imprisoned. The commander of the royal guard assigned Joseph to assist them. After 

they had been under arrest for some time, both of them—the wine stewards and the baker for Egypt’s king who were imprisoned in 

the jail—had dreams one night, and each man’s dream had its own meaning. When Joseph met them in the morning, he saw that 

they were upset. He asked the officers of Pharaoh who were under arrest with him in his master’s house, “Why do you look 

so distressed today?” 
 

     They answered, “We’ve both had dreams, but there’s no one to interpret them.” 
 

     Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Describe your dreams to me.” 

     The chief wine steward described his dream to Joseph: “In my dream there was a vine right in front of me, and on the vine were 

three branches. When it budded, its blossoms appeared, and its clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, so I took 

the grapes, rushed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and put the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 
 

     Joseph said to him, “this is the dream’s interpretation: The three branches are three days. Af-

ter three days, Pharaoh will give you an audience and return you to your position. You 

will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just the way things were before when you were his 

wine steward. But please, remember me when you are doing well and be loyal to me. Put 

in a good word for me to Pharaoh, so he sets me free from this prison. I was stolen from 

the land of the Hebrews, and here too I’ve done nothing to be thrown into this dungeon.” 
 

     When the chief bakers saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, “It was the same for me. In my dream, there 

were three baskets of white bread on my head. In the basket on top there were baked goods for Pharaoh’s food, but birds were eating 

them out of the basket on my head.” 
 

     Joseph responded, “This is the dream’s interpretation: The three baskets are three days. Af-

ter three days, Pharaoh will give you an audience and will hang you from a tree where 

birds will peck your flesh from you.” 
 

     The third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a party for all of his servants. Before all of his servants, he gave an audience 

to the chief wine steward and the chief baker. He returned the chief wine steward to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s 

hand. But the chief baker he hanged, just as Joseph had said would happen when he interpreted their dreams for them. But the chief 

wine steward didn’t remember Joseph; he forgot all about him. 
 

     Two years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing near the Nile. In front of him, seven healthy-looking, fat cows climbed up 

out of the Nile and grazed on the reeds. Just then, seven other cows, terrible-looking and scrawny, climbed up out of the Nile after 

them and stood beside them on the bank of the Nile. The terrible-looking, scrawny cows devoured the seven healthy-looking, fat-

tened cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. He went back to sleep and had a second dream, in which seven ears of grain, full and healthy, 

grew on a single stalk. Just then, seven ears of grain, scrawny and scorched by the east wind, sprouted after them, and the scrawny 

ears swallowed up the full and well-formed ears. Then Pharaoh woke up and realized it was a dream. In the morning, he was dis-

turbed and summoned all of Egypt’s religious experts and all of its advisors. Pharaoh described his dreams to them, but they could-

n’t interpret them for Pharaoh. 
 

     Then the chief wine steward spoke to Pharaoh: “Today I’ve just remembered my mistake. Pharaoh was angry with his servants 

and put me and the chief baker under arrest with the commander of the royal guard. We both dreamed one night, he and I, and each 

of our dreams had its own interpretation. A young Hebrew man, a servant of the commander of the royal guard, was with us. We 

described our dreams to him, and he interpreted our dreams for us, giving us an interpretation for each dream. His interpretations 

came true exactly: Pharaoh restored me to my position but hanged him.” 



Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant:  

To awaken all people to our need for  

a life-changing encounter with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 

The Congregation, in ministry 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

Abby Blackenship, Campus Ministry 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director of Covenant Preschool 

Seth Heigel, Weeknight Host 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook 

Britney Knight, Director of Youth & Family 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director of Community Engagements 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Membership  

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Ministry 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 

JoAllie Paluchak, Nursery Attendant 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering will be received Easter morning at both worship services.   
 

Have You Seen the New Church Video? Created for the PC-USA Synod of the Trinity 300th Anniversary “Revealing 

 Hope” series, the video was premiered at the Annual Meeting last week.   It celebrates much of what God has been 

 doing in our midst in recent years.  You can watch it online at: http://bit.ly/2ovz6Du 
 

Last Covenant Connections for the Season: Thanking our Volunteers will feature a roast beef dinner this 

 Wednesday, April 19 at 5:15 p.m.  Two fabulous cooks and a team from the Barber Center prepare dinner weekly.   

 It’s time to thank them!  RSVP for the $5 meal ($3 students) to the church office by Tuesday, April 18th at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Got Towels?  The Deacons will collect new or gently used kitchen towels & potholders for the kitchen on Sunday, 

 April 23rd.  All who use the kitchen thank you!  Also, the Deacons will host fellowship that Sunday, so please plan 

 to come to the parlor!   

 

Books of the Month Discussion...The Shack movie & book discussion was a  success, Britney will host two more 

 discussions based on our Books of the Month during 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Library.  April 23rd:  Accidental Saints by 

 Nadia Bolz-Weber & May 21st:  Small Great Things by Jodie Picoult.  Both books are available in the Brittain  

 Library.  Email Britney for more info at britney.knight@firstcovenanterie.org. 
 

Gannon Finals are Coming & that means “StudySpace” will return on April 27th.  Please consider how you can sup-

 port this week long relationship building ministry.  Hosts are needed for 3 hour shifts between 9 p.m. & 9 a.m.   

  Fruit, snacks & bottled water are appreciated as well.  If you can join in any way, call or text Kyle Schumacher at 

 330-631-7948. 
 

Youth Spaghetti Luncheon & Dessert Auction...On Sunday, April 30th, the FPCC Youth will serve YOU after the 

 11:00 a.m. service.  Tickets will be available through Sunday, April 23rd.  Cost is a suggested donation of $5 per 

 ticket.  Also, we will be auctioning off desserts!  Are you a baking expert? Would you like to support our Youth? 

 Please consider donating a couple of desserts to help raise money for the Youth Mission Trip to Lexington, KY this 

 summer!  Sign desserts up with Britney Knight, 814-456-4243 x112.  Thank you to the Theology on Tap Men's 

 Group that will be helping prepare the meal! 
 

 Washing Machines & Area Rugs...are a recurring need among the Syrian refugee families coming to the church 

 “store” for clothing & household items.  Washers, because the families are large.  Area rugs because there is a cul-

 tural tradition of dining together on the living room floor.  Do you know of a source for new or gently used washers   

 & area rugs?  Want to bless a few families with this need?  Contact Seph Kumer at 456.4243 x 105. 

Y O U  A R E  I N VI T E D  TO  L I VE  O U T  T H E  H O P E  O F E A S T E R … . .  

http://bit.ly/2ovz6Du

