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Gathering Music          What Wondrous Love is This     Dale Wood 

 

Welcome & Announcements             Diane Sutton 

 

Scripture Reading                                                             John 13.1-35        See Insert 

 

Time Of Silence 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal Jesus gave his disciples a new  

 commandment, to love one another as he loved them.  Write this commandment in our hearts; 

 give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, who gave his life and died for us, 

 yet is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*Prayer of Confession (Responsive)  

Have mercy on Me, O God, according to your loving-kindness 

 In your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

      Wash me through and through from my wickedness 

      And cleanse me from my sin. 
 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

      Against you only have I sinned  

 and done what is evil in your sight. 

     (Time for silent prayer of confession…) 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

 And renew a right spirit within me. 

 O God of my salvation. 

      Open my lips, O Lord, 

      And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

      Amen. 

 

*Declaration of Pardon & Passing of the Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 

*Hymn #202          An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare            O Waly Waly

  

 G A T H E R I N G  

Maundy Thursday Worship Services 

April 13, 2017 

Noon & 6:30 p.m.  



Scripture Reading      Genesis 39.1-18                      See Insert 

 

Anthem      Mercy             Craig Courtney 

      The Covenant Choir 

 

Sermon      “Wrestling With Reconciliation: ‘Temptation’” 

 

Holy Communion 
Invitation To The Lord’s Table             Matthew 26.20-29             See Insert 

Prayer And Lord’s Prayer 

Receiving of the Elements 

 

Invitation To The Service Of Footwashing/Handwashing 
Friends in Christ, you are invited to come forward to have your feet or your hands washed. 

 

Prayer following Communion & Footwashing/Handwashing 
     Lead us, O God, by the power of your Spirit to live as love commands.  Bound to Christ, set us 

free for joyful obedience and glad service.  As Jesus gave his life for ours, help us to live our lives 

for others with humility and persistent courage.  Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the 

promised day of resurrection, when, with the redeemed of all the ages, we will feast with you at 

your table in glory.  Amen.  

*Benediction                     Rev. Timm High 

 

*Depart in Silence 
 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Liturgist: Diane Sutton 
 

Attribution for music used in the service represents the name of the composer, arranger, or tune. 

 T H E  W O R D  

 S E N D I N G  

John 13.1-35 marks the transition in John’s Gospel from the activity of Jesus, which is done in light of the 

coming “hour,” to the arrival of the hour itself, which is primarily understood as the hour of his crucifixion 

and death.. (from Feasting on the Word, Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A, Volume 2) 

Genesis 39.1-18 shares the beginning of the Joseph saga in Egypt once he is enslaved. Joseph’s abilities 

allow him to take on a position of leadership within the house of Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, until Poti-

phar’s wife chooses to accuse him of attempted adultery. (The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 

Matthew 26.20-29 is Matthew’s recounting of the Last Supper. Judas’ question is phrased to imply that the 

answer will be in the negative. You have said so is a common form of assent in Palestine. (The New Oxford 

Annotated Bible) 

T H O U G H T S  O N  T H E  T E X T  



John 13.1-35 (CEB)   

 
     Before the Festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 

own who were in the world, he loved them fully. 
 

     Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already provoked Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Je-

sus. Jesus knew the Father had given everything into his hands and that he had come from God and was returning to God. So he got 

up from the table and too off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin 

and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he was wearing. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to 

him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

     Jesus replied, “You don’t understand what I am doing now, but you will understand later.” 

     “No!” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet!” 

     Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.” 

     Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!” 
 

     Jesus responded, “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, because they are completely clean. You disciples 

are clean, but not every one of you.” He knew who would betray him. That’s why he said, “Not every one of you is clean.” 
 

     After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the table. He said to them, “Do you know what 

I’ve done for you?” You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have 

washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example just as I have done, you also must do. I assure 

you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor are those who are sent greater than the one who sent them. Since you know these 

things, you will be happy if you do them. I’m not speaking about all of you. I know those whom I’ve chosen. But this is to fulfill the 

scripture, The one who eats my bread has turned against me.” 
 

     “I’m telling you this now, before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I Am. I assure you that whoever 

receives someone I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 
 

     After he said these things, Jesus was deeply disturbed and testified. “I assure you, one of you will betray me.” 
 

     His disciples looked at each other, confused about which of them he was talking about. One of the disciples, the one whom Jesus 

loved, was at Jesus’ side. Simon Peter nodded at him to get him to ask Jesus who he was talking about. Leaning back toward Jesus, 

this disciple asked, “Lord, who is it?” 
 

     Jesus answered, “It’s the one to whom I will give this piece of bread once I have dipped into the bowl.” Then he dipped the piece 

of bread and gave it to Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son. After Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus told him, “What you are 

about to do, do quickly.” No one sitting at the table understood why Jesus said this to him. Some thought that, since Judas kept the 

money bag, Jesus told him, “Go, buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. So when Judas took 

the bread, he left immediately. And it was night. 
 

     When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Human One has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 

glorified in him, “God will also glorify the Human One in himself and will glorify him immediately. Little children, I’m with you for 

a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I told the Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘where I’m going, you can’t 

come.’ 
 

     “I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you must love each other. This is how everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, when you love each other. 



 

Genesis 39.1-18 (CEB)    

 
     When Joseph had been taken down to Egypt, Potiphar, Pharaoh’s chief officer, the commander of the royal guard and an Egyp-

tian, purchased him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful 

man and served in his Egyptian master’s household. His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made every-

thing he did successful. Potiphar thought highly of Joseph, and Joseph became his assistant; he appointed Joseph head of his house-

hold and put everything he had under Joseph’s supervision. From the time he appointed Joseph head of his household and of every-

thing he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s household because of Joseph. The LORD blessed everything he had, both in the 

household and in the field. So he handed over everything he had to Joseph and didn’t pay attention to anything accept the food he 

ate. 
 

     Now Joseph was well-built and handsome. 
 

     Some time later, his master’s wife became attracted to Joseph and said, “Sleep with me.” 
 

     He refused and said to his master’s wife, “With me here, my master doesn’t pay attention to any-

thing in the household; he’s put everything he has under my supervision. No one is great-

er than I am in this household, and he hasn’t denied me anything except you, since you 

are his wife. How could I do this terrible thing and sin against God?” Every single day she tried 

to convince him, but he wouldn’t agree to sleep with her or even to be with her. 
 

     One day when Joseph arrived at the house to do his work, none of the household’s men were there. She grabbed his garment, 

saying, “Lie down with me.” But he left his garment in her hands and ran outside. When she realized that he had left his garment in 

her hands and run outside, she summoned the men of her house and said to them, “Look, my husband brought us a Hebrew to ridi-

cule us. He came to me to lie down with me, but I screamed. When he heard me raise my voice and scream, he left his garment with 

me and ran outside.” She kept his garment with her until Joseph’s master came home, and she told him the same thing: “The Hebrew 

slave whom you brought to us, to ridicule me, came to me; but when I raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment with me 

and ran outside.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 26.20-29 (CEB)    

 
     That evening [Jesus] took his place at the table with the twelve disciples. As they were eating he said, “I assure you that one of 

you will betray me.” 
 

     Deeply saddened, each one said to him, “I’m not the one, am I, Lord?” 
 

     He replied, “The one who will betray me is the one who dips his hand with me into this bowl. The Human One goes to his death 

just as it is written about him. But how terrible it is for that person who betrays the Human One! It would have been better for him if 

he had never been born.” 
 

     Now Judas, who would betray him, replied, “It’s not me, is it, Rabbi?” 
 

     Jesus answered, “You said it.” 
 

     While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take and eat. This is my 

body.” He took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘”Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many so that their sins may be forgiven. I tell you, I won’t drink wine again until that day when I drink it in a 

new way with you in my Father’s kingdom.” Then, after signing songs of praise, they went to the Mount of Olives. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday  

Friday, April 14, 2017 

7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service 

 

Easter 

Sunday, April 16, 2017 

8:30 a.m. Worship—McBrier Chapel  

 11:00 a.m. Festival Worship—Sanctuary  

 

NOTE:  9:30 a.m. Christian Education classes will not be held on Easter  

 * Childcare available during Good Friday & Easter Worship Services  

 

Visitors are always welcome at  

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant  

& are welcomed back to attend our Worship Services, classes & programs.  
 

The Congregation, in ministry 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE COVENANT 

Abby Blackenship, Campus Ministry 

Helen Greider, Weekend Host 

Lisa Hiegel, Director of Covenant Preschool 

Seth Heigel, Weeknight Host 

Rev. Timm High, Temporary Supply Pastor 

Jackie K. Jones, Covenant Cook 

Britney Knight, Director of Youth & Family 

Luba Kovalchuk, Custodian 

Seph Kumer, Director of Community Engagements 

JoAnn Peters, Finance / Membership  

Anne Sauer, Administrative Assistant 

John Scepura, Building & Maintenance Mechanic 

Kyle Schumacher, Campus Ministry 

Montgomery Service, Children & Youth Music 

Kevin Stevenson, Covenant Cook 

Leslie Weber, Organist / Choirmaster 

JoAllie Paluchak, Nursery Attendant 

Our mission at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant:  

To awaken all people to our need  

for a life-changing encounter with the living Lord Jesus Christ,  

and to encourage and equip each one to become His fully-devoted follower. 


