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Film Independent’s mission is to champion the cause of independent film and support a 

community of artists who embody diversity, innovation and uniqueness of vision. We are 

committed to supporting and exhibiting new work by diverse artists with original voices 

and building an audience for independent film. 

Film Independent is the nation’s largest and oldest organization dedicated to supporting 

independent filmmakers and building audiences for their work. Founded in 1980, Film 

Independent began as a collective of artists who came together to share ideas and 

resources on making independent films.

 

In this guide, you will find information about the most recent Film Independent Fellows. 

The Fellows–alumni of our Artist Development programs–are an exceptional group of 

artists and are the next generation of the film industry. Here you can learn about their 

current projects and how to contact them.

Our Artist Development programs cultivate strong, original voices by helping filmmakers 

develop new work in a nurturing yet challenging creative environment. These programs 

include the Filmmaker Labs (Directing Lab, Documentary Lab, Producing Lab and 

Screenwriting Lab) and Project Involve, a nine-month program that for 21 years has 

helped launch the careers of artists from communities underrepresented in film. Other 

highlights of our Artist Development programming are our Fast Track financing market 

at the Los Angeles Film Festival, which helps emerging filmmakers with outstanding 

projects gain traction, and our Grants and Awards program. Film Independent Fellows 

receive year-round support, including access to the Film Independent Forum, Directors 

Close-Up and the Festival.

To explore the Film Independent Talent Guide online, visit 
filmindependent.org/findtalentguide
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The Film independenT TalenT Guide is made possible wiTh 
supporT From The Time warner FoundaTion.
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FAST TRACK 
Fast Track is a film financing market that connects filmmakers with financiers, production companies 
and other industry professionals. Designed to help filmmakers advance their current feature projects, 
this highly selective program is open to established and emerging narrative and documentary 
filmmakers with exceptional projects in the financing stage.

Sponsored by

FILMMAKER LABS 
Film Independent’s intensive, hands-on Filmmaker Labs are incubators for the next generation 
of independent filmmakers. Each year, our Directing Lab, Documentary Lab, Producing Lab and 
Screenwriting Lab help filmmakers hone their skills, develop film projects and meet film professionals 
who can help advance their careers.

Sponsored by

PROJECT INVOLVE 
Project Involve is Film Independent’s signature diversity program, dedicated to increasing cultural 
diversity in the film industry by cultivating the careers of filmmakers and film executives from 
communities under-represented within the film industry. Fellows are paired with a mentor from the 
industry, attend master workshops and community screenings and make short films.

Sponsored by

Lead Funder

film independent

ARTIST DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS
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JENNIFER KuShNER  
Director of Artist Development 
310.432.1275 
jkushner@filmindependent.org

FRANCISCO VELASquEz  
Senior Manager, Project Involve  
310.432.1280 
fvelasquez@filmindependent.org

JANE hwANg  
Artist Development Manager 
310.432.1233 
jhwang@filmindependent.org

ANgELA LEE  
Artist Development Manager 
310.432.1262 
alee@filmindependent.org

FILM INdEPENdENT 
9911 W. Pico Blvd., 11th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 
filmindependent.org

For more information on our Artist Development programs and  
Film Independent Fellows, please visit filmindependent.org or contact Jennifer 
Kushner, Director of Artist Development, at jkushner@filmindependent.org.

For more information about supporting Film Independent Artist Development 
programs and/or donor named fellowships, grants and awards for our  
Fellows, please contact Kate Walker D’Angelo, Director of Institutional Giving,  
at kwalker@filmindependent.org or 310.432.1282.

To explore the Film Independent Talent Guide online, visit 
filmindependent.org/findtalentguide

film independent

ARTIST DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT



5

This year, more than 100 Fellows 
participated in our Artist Development 
programs or received grants, including 
those at the Film Independent Spirit Awards 
and the Los Angeles Film Festival.  
We awarded over $775,000 in direct 
financial and in-kind production support  
to our Fellows. 

Alumni of our programs continue  
to create powerful, original works  
that are visible at major festivals,  
on television, online and in theatres. 

ThE  
yEAR

IN
REVIEw
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FILM INdEPENdENT SPIRIT AwARdS gRANTS   
Film Independent Spirit Awards recognize exceptional emerging film talent with four Filmmaker 
Grants that carry unrestricted cash prizes of $25,000. 

2014 piaGeT producers award: 
Toby Halbrooks & James M. Johnston

2014 sTella arTois Truer Than FicTion award:  
Jason Osder, Let the Fire Burn 

2014 Kiehl’s since 1851 someone To waTch award: 
Shaka King, Newlyweeds

2014 unilever projecT sunliGhT briGhT FuTure award:  
Patrick Creaton, If You Build It

Sponsored by

LOS ANgELES FILM FESTIVAL JuRY AwARdS  
The top two juried awards of the Los Angeles Film Festival are the Narrative Award and 
Documentary Award, each carrying an unrestricted $10,000 cash prize for the winning  
film’s director. The Festival also awards an unrestricted $1,500 cash prize to each short  
film category.

2013 direcTv narraTive award: 
Janis Nords, Mother, I Love You 

2013 direcTv documenTary award:  
Ryan McGarry, Code Black

2013 honolulu Film oFFice award For besT narraTive shorT Film:  
Tsai Ming-Liang, Walker 

2013 honolulu Film oFFice award For besT documenTary shorT Film: 
Jerome Everson, Stone 

2013 honolulu Film oFFice award For besT animaTed  
or experimenTal shorT Film: 
Emma De Sweaf & Marc James Roels, Oh Willy

Guided by our mission to support a community of filmmakers who embody 
diversity, innovation and uniqueness of vision, Film Independent awarded  
over $775,000 in direct financial and in-kind support to filmmakers this year. 
These grants and awards help filmmakers to advance their current projects  
and recognize professional accomplishments in independent film. 

GRANTS & AwARDS
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ALFREd P. SLOAN FOuNdATION gRANTS 
Film Independent awards two grants each year that are funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation: 
the Sloan Producers Grant, which provides $25,000 in development funds to a Producing Lab Fellow 
developing a narrative film with a scientific, mathematical and/or technological theme; and the Sloan 
Fast Track Grant, which provides $15,000 to one film in the Fast Track program that also fulfills the 
Sloan Foundation’s mission.

2013 alFred p. sloan producers GranT recipienT:  
Bella Wing-Davey, Flood 
2013 alFred p. sloan FasT TracK GranT recipienT:  
Christopher Munch, Frank’s World: And Tales of the Fearless Brothers O 

Sponsored by

ROgER ANd ChAz EBERT FELLOwShIP 
The Roger and Chaz Ebert Fellowship provides a $10,000 grant to an outstanding director  
in Project Involve. 

2014 recipienT: Lulu Wang

FOX | hBCu MEdIA ALLIANCE FELLOwShIP 
FOX | HBCU Media Alliance Fellowship provides a $10,000 grant to an HBCU Alumni in  
Project Involve. 

2014 recipienT:  Elliot Williams 

Sponsored by

LOYOLA MARYMOuNT uNIVERSITY’S SChOOL  
OF FILM ANd TELEVISION FELLOwShIP 
The Loyola Marymount University’s School of Film and Television Fellowship provides a $10,000 
development grant to an alumnus of Loyola Marymount University accepted in the Film Independent 
Screenwriting Lab.

2013 recipienT: Edi Ibok, Trauma

Sponsored by

MILLENNIuM FELLOwShIP 
The Millennium Fellowship provides a $10,000 production grant to an outstanding filmmaker in Fast 
Track.

2013 recipienTs: Vincent Harris & Amy Hobby, Third Girl from the Left

Sponsored by

GRANTS & AwARDS
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ARRI FEATuRE FILM gRANT 
The ARRI Feature Film Grant is a program for Film Independent alumni and includes an ARRI Alexa 
package for a narrative feature film. 

2013 recipienTs: Katherine Fairfax Wright & Malik Vitthal, Imperial Dreams

Sponsored by

SONY PICTuRES dIVERSITY FELLOwShIP 
The Sony Pictures Diversity Fellowship provides a $10,000 grant to an outstanding filmmaker in 
Project Involve.

2014 recipienT: Angel Williams

Sponsored by

CANON FILMMAKER AwARd 
The Canon Filmmaker Award Program is for Film Independent alumni. Every quarter we award a 
Canon Cinema EOS package for a feature film in production. 

2013 FourTh QuarTer recipienTs:  
J. Davis & Steve Bannatyne, Manson Family Vacation

2014 FirsT QuarTer recipienT:  
Josh Penn, Ad Inexplorata

2014 second QuarTer recipienT:  
Emily Ting, It’s Already Tomorrow in Hong Kong

2014 Third QuarTer recipienT:  
Rodrigo Reyes, Under the Sun

Sponsored by

PANAVISION gRANT 
One Panavision camera package is awarded to a Film Independent alumnus in production on a 
feature film. 

2013 recipienTs: Kate Roughan, Gina Kwon, Zoe Cassavetes, Day Out of Days

Sponsored by

wILdFIRE POST-PROduCTION SOuNd gRANT 
The Wildfire Grant is awarded to a Film Independent alumnus and includes a complimentary sound 
mix provided by Wildfire Post-Production Studios on a feature film project. 

2013 recipienTs: Chad Burris & Sydney Freeland, Drunktown’s Finest

Sponsored by

GRANTS & AwARDS
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Tze Chun 
Cold Comes the Night
Project Involve Fellow Tze Chun has had a busy year.  
His film Cold Comes the Night, produced by Film Independent 
Fellow Mynette Louie, was released theatrically in early  
2014. Chun was also a participant in the highly selective  
Fox Writers Intensive. 

Justin Simien 
Dear White People
One of Film Independent Project Involve’s greatest success 
stories, Justin Simien’s Dear White People premiered at the 2014 
Sundance Film Festival and was selected as a Gala at the 2014 
Los Angeles Film Festival. Along with Simien, producers Effie 
Brown and Ann Le, composer Kathryn Bostic, and associate 
producer Mel Jones are also Project Involve alumni. The film will 
be released theatrically in 2014. 

Katherine Fairfax Wright & Malik Vitthal 
Imperial Dreams
Project Involve Fellow Malik Vitthal and Katherine Fairfax Wright participated in the 2012 Producing Lab 
with Imperial Dreams. We also supported the project with the ARRI Feature Film Grant, providing them 
with an ARRI Alexa. The film won Audience Award: Best of NEXT at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival.

film independent fellOWS

hIGhLIGhTS
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Rebecca Green &  
Laura D. Smith 
It Follows
Rebecca Green and Laura D. Smith, who went 
through our Producing Lab in 2012, produced  
It Follows, directed by David Robert Mitchell.  
The film premiered at the 2014 Cannes Critic’s 
Week. The producing team is also in post-
production on Brett Haley’s sophomore feature, 
I’ll See You In My Dreams. Additionally, Smith 
produced the documentary Holbrook/Twain:  
An American Odyssey, which premiered at the 
2014 Los Angeles Film Festival. 

Elena Greenlee & Márcia Nunes 
Manos Sucias
Producers Elena Greenlee and Márcia Nunes  
participated in the 2012 Film Independent  
Producing Lab with Manos Sucias and  
connected with key funders and supporters  
for the project at the Film Independent Forum.  
We also supported the film with a Canon  
Filmmaker Award. The film premiered at the  
2014 Tribeca Film Festival where it won the  
Best New Narrative Director Award. The film is  
being distributed internationally. 

Tracy Droz Tragos &  
Andrew Droz Palermo
Rich Hill
Filmmakers Tracy Droz Tragos and Andrew 
Droz Palermo took an early assembly of 
Rich Hill through the 2013 Film Independent 
Documentary Lab. The film went on to win  
the U.S. Grand Jury Prize for Documentary  
at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival and will  
be released in July 2014. 

film independent fellOWS

hIGhLIGhTS
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currenT projecT  
Spa Night (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Struggling to escape his crumbling family life, a closeted Korean-American 
teenager follows his desires and finds more than he bargains for at the Korean spa.

bio Andrew Ahn is a Korean-American filmmaker born and raised in Los Angeles. His short 
film, Dol (First Birthday) premiered at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival and has screened at 
numerous other festivals and venues around the world, including Lincoln Center, REDCAT,  
and the Los Angeles Film Festival. The film received the Outfest Grand Jury Award for 
Outstanding Dramatic Short Film.

An alumnus of Film Independent’s Project Involve, Ahn participated in the Sundance 
Screenwriters Lab and the Film Independent Screenwriting Lab with his feature screenplay 
Spa Night. The project also received a Sundance Institute Cinereach Feature Film Fellow grant. 
He graduated from Brown University and received an MFA in Film Directing from the California 
Institute of the Arts.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab  
Directing Lab 

conTacT 
andrewahn@gmail.com

Andrew Ahn
Writer / Director

12
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currenT projecT  
Bleeding Sunshine (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An academically gifted Ghanaian school girl risks everything to save her destitute 
family, and finds herself ensnared in an international human trafficking ring that puts her on a 
collision course with her manifest destiny.

bio Yaa Boaa Aning’s path to Hollywood was long, winding and unconventional to say the 
least. Armed with a Bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, she 
headed back home to New York City to begin a career in advertising. Quickly growing bored with 
the lack of creative expression in account management, she decided to try her hand at fashion 
show production with some of the most prominent fashion houses in the world – Giorgio Armani, 
BCBG, Kenneth Cole, and Betsey Johnson to name just a few. Fashion show production led 
to fashion styling, which led to film costuming, which ultimately exposed her to the enduring art 
of filmmaking, working with such acclaimed directors as Michael Mann, Bill Condon and John 
Singleton. Although never formally trained as a filmmaker, she used her proximity to these and 
other industry greats to learn as much as she could about the craft. From chatting up myriad of 
cinematographers, to getting notes from screenwriters and directors on set, she never stopped 
her pursuit of knowledge. Equipped with all of this wisdom, in 2009 she wrote and directed her 
first project, award winning narrative short, The Prince of Venice. Never letting go of her passion 
for writing, between 2007 and 2010, Aning completed five feature screenplays. Other projects 
include the experimental short Zahara, which is currently in post, and her first feature length 
project Bleeding Sunshine, which is in development. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
yaaboaa@gmail.com

Yaa Boaa Aning
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Jiàoliàn (Coach) (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Jiàoliàn is the story of 27 year-old Norman DeSilva, an American who overnight 
becomes the head coach for the Foshan Longlions, a unique basketball team comprised of 
Americans, Syrian and Chinese players. Together, DeSilva rallies his team to overcome their 
challenges in order to win a spot in the Chinese Basketball Association playoffs.

bio Originally from Argentina, Esteban Argüello is a filmmaker and editor. His films include 
Jiàoliàn [Coach] (2014), Todavía Trabajando (2013, winner of best documentary short at AUFF), 
The Girl with the Tuba (2012), The Precision of Paul (2011), and Margaret’s Son (2008). He has 
edited a variety of socially conscious documentaries including Paraiso for Sale, which debuted 
at LAFF 2011 and Amazon Gold for the Cancun Climate Summit. For the past two seasons 
he’s been an editor for VH1’s scripted comedy Single Ladies. Other credits include the Peabody 
Award winning film Bhutto (2011), Troubadours (2011), and the Mun2 Hookup (2009). In 2009, 
he was awarded Film Independent’s Project Involve Fellowship. He is a graduate of the University 
of Massachusetts. He currently splits his time between Beijing and Los Angeles.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
estebanparguello@yahoo.com

Esteban Argüello
Writer / Director

14
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currenT projecT  
White Mice (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A retired Northern Irish joiner kindly drives a young thief across country to re-
connect with his estranged father. But the old man has a secret: he’s using the boy to catch and 
kill his father in revenge for ruining his life during The Troubles.

bio Simon Arthur was nominated in the 2012 Film Independent Spirit Award’s Someone to 
Watch category. His debut feature, Silver Tongues, won the Audience Award at Slamdance, 
and premiered at San Sebastian, where Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian said it was “the big 
discovery of the festival.” It won eight awards on the festival circuit, including the Telia Film Award 
at Stockholm, and Best Screenplay Award at Athens. It was distributed by Virgil Films in the 
United States.

Arthur is working with producer Annalise Davis (The Railway Man with Colin Firth, Nicole Kidman) 
on Death in the Jungle, set in Peru. His script, No Man’s Land, recently received development 
funding from Creative Scotland. Arthur’s also hoping to make Days of Revolt, a fictional film 
based on interviews he held with over 250 people across a range of Cairo neighborhoods and 
Tahrir Square during the Jan 28th 2011 revolution. 

Arthur employs a method writing strategy; for research he worked for three months as a prison 
guard. He lived on the streets of London for a month, becoming part of a group of homeless 
people who slept in parks and construction sites. These projects are a major influence on his 
screenplays, and humanist outlook. Arthur grew up in Glasgow, Scotland, and people often 
struggle to understand what he says.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab 

conTacT 
simonarthur1@gmail.com

Simon Arthur
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
All Good Just a Week Ago (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An up and coming sports agent falls victim to living the fast life with the players he 
represents, and finds himself lured into a ponzi scheme by a gorgeous but conniving woman. 

bio Chris Bailey is a screenwriter originally from the Detroit, Michigan area. Most of his life 
was spent on the court playing basketball before discovering his love for film in college. After 
graduating from DePaul University in 2010 with a degree in Marketing, Bailey moved back to 
Michigan. He began doing business development for a transportation company, and also helped 
run a youth sports training business. Unsatisfied with his career path, Bailey realized that he 
wanted to follow his passion for screenwriting. The next year, he enrolled in UCLA’s Professional 
Program in Screenwriting, and took the yearlong course remotely. Upon completing the program, 
he decided to move to Los Angeles to be closer to the film industry. Bailey moved in October of 
2012, and became a reader for a production company. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
Clbailey07@gmail.com

Chris Bailey
Writer

16
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currenT projecT  
Manson Family Vacation (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A story about two brothers who embark on a strange sightseeing tour of crime 
scenes, hideouts & jailhouses — all related to the notorious Manson Family.

bio Stephen Bannatyne is a producer and co-founder of Lucky Hat Entertainment, which 
has produced such acclaimed films as If A Tree Falls: A Story of the Earth Liberation Front, 
2012 Academy Award nominee for Best Documentary Feature; The Order of Myths, winner 
of a 2009 Peabody Award; Goodbye Solo, named one of the top 10 films of 2009 by Roger 
Ebert and Informant, winner of the 2012 Grand Jury Prize at DOC NYC. Bannatyne’s upcoming 
projects include Z for Zachariah, starring Chiwetel Ejiofor, Margo Robbie and Chris Pine; Manson 
Family Vacation, starring Jay Duplass and Linas Phillips; and A Dangerous Friendship, about 
the complex relationship between F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway. Bannatyne lives in 
Eagle Rock with his wife and daughter and their two hound dogs. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Canon Filmmaker Award

conTacT 
stevebanna@gmail.com

Steve Bannatyne
Producer



bio Ava Berkofsky is a Los Angeles and New York based cinematographer and filmmaker. In 
the last few years, projects she shot have screened at numerous festivals, including Sundance, 
SXSW, New Directors/New Films and Telluride; in art venues including the Whitney Museum and 
the Venice Biennale; and on numerous TV networks including PBS.

Berkofsky has a solid foundation in documentary filmmaking and cinematography, which has 
been useful in transitioning into narrative cinematography. Her recent projects include Flood 
Tide, a feature length narrative/documentary hybrid; Turtle, a narrative short (among many other 
shorts); and the documentary project Postcards From Here, which offers a visceral portrait 
of the former Soviet Republic of Armenia and was made in conjunction with feature film Here 
(nominated for the Film Independent Spirit Awards in Cinematography).

Berkofsky was born in Wales, UK and raised in California. She holds an MFA in Cinematography 
from the American Film Institute. Work samples can be seen at avaberkofsky.com.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
a.berkofsky@gmail.com

Ava Berkofsky
Cinematographer

18
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arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab

conTacT 
ipblsk@gmail.com

currenT projecT  
Forbidden Steps (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A Muslim daughter struggles with the divisions between her passion for dancing 
and the will of her family.

bio Raised in Nigeria and Pakistan, Iram Parveen Bilal is conscious of the rare opportunity 
and voice she has on the filmmaking playground. Having directed internationally recognized, 
award-winning short films, Josh is her feature debut that was just released theatrically nationwide 
in Pakistan. Josh has been commissioned by Channel 4 and is in the process of international 
distribution. Other feature projects in development have received attention by IFP, The Academy’s 
Nicholl Writing Fellowship, Mumbai Mahindra Sankalan Lab, Film Independent and Women In 
Film. A Film Independent Fellow, Bilal has participated in Film Independent’s Project Involve, 
Directing Lab and Screenwriting Lab. Prominent awards and honors include the Thomas J. 
Watson Fellowship, Stark Special Project Scholarship, Mabel Beckman Leadership Award, Paul 
Studenski Fellowship and the Dean’s Cup. She is an honors graduate of CalTech and the Peter 
Stark Producing Program at USC. More on iramparveenbilal.com.

Iram Parveen Bilal
Writer / Director



bio A native of Detroit, Nicholas Bouier obtained his B.A. in Business Administration with a 
focus in Marketing and graduated with honors from Morehouse College in 2008. Bouier began 
his studies in film at Columbia College, Chicago and completed his MFA at AFI, where he’s 
currently completing his thesis, The Other Sister. Bouier has directed a number of short films 
both prior to and during his time at AFI, creating work in fiction and documentary forms. His film, 
Lost in Aisle 4, was awarded the Golden Palm at the 2011 Mexico International Film Festival. 
Since graduating from AFI, Bouier has taken an interest in comedy and began studying improv 
technique at The Groundlings School. He recently finished the Basic course and intends to 
continue on the Groundlings track, enrolling in Intermediate when the opportunity allows. He also 
plans to study sketch writing at UCB LA. In addition to improv, Bouier has taken up the always-
embarrassing art form of stand-up comedy. Following in the footsteps of one of his filmmaking 
idols, Woody Allen, he plans to use the aforementioned comedic art forms to write for television 
and film. Aside from directing, Bouier’s other interests include producing, writing, performing and 
casting. Outside of film, Bouier works as a substitute teacher and coach. 

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
Nicholas.Bouier@gmail.com

Nicholas W. Bouier
Writer / Director
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arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
Russell@TheSimon.com

currenT projecT  
Frank’s World: And Tales of the Fearless Brothers O (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Diverging from the path of his iconic brother, a visionary and energetic physicist 
emerges from the Red Scare and a decade of exile to build the most celebrated science 
museum in the world.

bio Russell Brown is a producer-writer-director whose feature credits include Annie and the 
Gypsy (2012, Osiris Releasing), a terse drama starring Cybill Shepherd and inspired by the poetry 
of Federico García Lorca; The Blue Tooth Virgin (2009, Regent Releasing), a comedy about the 
rivalry of two screenwriters (Bryce Johnson and Austin Peck) that won a Special Jury Prize at the 
Seattle Film Festival; and Race You to the Bottom (2007, Here Films), an award-winning dramedy 
starring Cole Williams and Amber Benson, which the Los Angeles Times wrote, “adroitly 
captures the quicksilver shifts in moods within a tempestuous, passionate romance between 
two articulate, free-thinking young people.” A Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Southern 
California’s Film program in 1998, Brown was a creative executive with Laura Ziskin Productions 
at Columbia Pictures and Saturday Night Live Studios at Paramount Pictures. He has also made 
a number of well-received shorts, including Karen Black on Acting (2013), Everyone Who Hears 
This Story Gets Laid (2012), Robert Therrien’s Red Room (2008), Reality USA (2004), based on 
work by the noted poet Mark Halliday, and on PBS, Mama Laura’s Boys (2002)about the oldest 
blues club in Los Angeles.

Russell Brown
Producer



currenT projecT  
Doctor (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Salim, a disgraced young doctor from India, will do anything to rebuild his former 
life. But when he starts practicing medicine illegally in New York, he’s drawn into a medical 
underworld where he risks losing everything.

bio Nicholas Bruckman is a New York-based independent and commercial film producer. 
His first narrative feature, Valley of Saints, won the World Dramatic Audience Award at the 2012 
Sundance Film Festival and was nominated for a Film Independent Spirit Award. Valley of Saints 
is slated for a 2014 North American release with 108 Media/Paladin, as well as theatrical release 
in Europe, India and Australia. 

Bruckman also directed and produced the feature documentary, La Americana, which won best 
documentary at the New York and Los Angeles Latino Film Festivals, and broadcast worldwide 
on networks including PBS, National Geographic and Al Jazeera.

Bruckman’s work has been supported by numerous foundations, including the Fledgling 
Fund, Cinereach, NYSCA, NYFA, and Sloan. He has been selected for film labs, workshops, 
and markets worldwide, including the Busan Project Market, Torino Film Lab and Dubai Film 
Connection. His upcoming narrative feature, Doctor, has received support from the Tribeca Film 
Institute, IFP Independent Film Week, and the TIFF Talent Lab.

In addition to independent film, his production company, People’s Television, creates commercial 
content for brands including IBM, USAID, the United Nations, Nissan, Philips and Facebook.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
nick@ppls.tv

Nicholas Bruckman
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Drunktown’s Finest (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Three young Native Americans - an adopted Christian girl, a rebellious  
father-to-be, and a promiscuous transsexual - strive to escape the hardships of life on an  
Indian reservation.

bio Chad Burris produced the award-winning films Four Sheets to the Wind and Barking 
Water by Sterlin Harjo, both which premiered at Sundance in 2007 and 2009 respectively. 
Burris also executive produced the Michael Winterbottom feature The Killer Inside Me, starring 
Jessica Alba, Kate Hudson and Casey Affleck, which premiered at Sundance 2010. In 2011 he 
executive produced Famke Janssen’s Bringing Up Bobby and Nick Cassavetes’ feature Yellow. 
He also produced Mosquita Y Mari, which premiered at Sundance in 2012, and for which he was 
nominated for The Producer of the Year Award at the 2012 Film Independent Spirit Awards. In 
2013, he was nominated for the John Cassavetes Film Independent Spirit Award. Burris was the 
last recipient of the Mark Silverman Award for New Producers from the Sundance Institute  
in 2007.          

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Wildfire Post-Production Sound Grant

conTacT 
chad@indiongroup.com

Chad Burris
Producer



arTisT developmenT proGram 
Panavision Grant

conTacT 
zoecassavetes@me.com 

Zoe Cassavetes
Writer / Director

currenT projecT  
Day Out of Days (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Day Out of Days is a female-driven narrative about a 40-year old actress who 
fights to find meaning in her life and career in an ever-youthful world.

bio Zoe Cassavetes grew up in Los Angeles and worked on many productions as a director, 
writer, producer and actress. In the 1990’s, she teamed up with friend Sofia Coppola to make 
the TV show High Octane, one of the first shows to be entirely shot in digital video. She also 
did stints as a host of MTV’s House of Style, as well as assistant directing feature films. Several 
years later, Cassavetes moved to New York and directed her short film Men Make Women Crazy 
Theory, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival (2000). In 2007 she made her first feature 
film Broken English, which also premiered at the Sundance Film Festival as well as many others 
around the world and was nominated for two Film Independent Spirit Awards (Best Female 
Lead, Best First Screenplay). Cassavetes has made numerous commercials for clients such as 
Miu Miu, Louis Vuitton, Disney, Petit Bateau, Lamarthe, Chaumet and Johnnie Walker and music 
videos for Leighton Meester (Gossip Girl) and electro band Scratch Massive. As a photographer, 
Cassavetes works for high fashion magazines (Elle, New York Times, Liberation, Air France 
Madame) as well as many campaigns such as Dom Perignon and Martel.
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currenT projecT  
Out in the Night (Documentary Feature) 

loGline The story of four young African American lesbians who became criminals for 
defending themselves.

bio Giovanna Chesler produces and directs films addressing the body, sexuality, and gender. 
Her hour-long documentary Period: The End of Menstruation, distributed by Cinema Guild, 
New York, facilitated an international conversation on the pharmaceutically induced trend 
of menstrual suppression when it was covered on the front page of The New York Times. 
Her six short films have screened at 120 festivals in 15 countries and include the fiction film: 
Bye Bi Love, (Honorable Mention in Fiction, University Film and Video Association) and the 
documentary, Beauteous: Stephanie, (Best Student Documentary Chicago International Film 
Festival, Honorable Mention Georgetown Independent Film Festival). This fall she assumes the 
role of Director of the Film and Video Studies Program at George Mason University and Associate 
Professor of Communication, teaching documentary production, transmedia for social justice, 
and producing media for health.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
giovanna@g6pictures.com

Giovanna Chelser
Producer



currenT projecT  
Hungry For Love (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Priscilla Jones, an overweight, philosophy major who lost everything to Hurricane 
Sandy, decides to eat herself to death by binge eating through New York City. Along the way, 
she meets and befriends fellow over-eater, Giovanni Rotunno, a lonely, pastry delivery driver, who 
winds up joining her mission to end it all.

bio Soojin Chung recently produced Escape From Tomorrow, which premiered at the 
Sundance Film Festival in 2013 generating buzz throughout the industry. Hungry For Love will 
be Chung’s feature film follow-up. Previously, Chung has helped to produce numerous award 
winning short films that have screened at festivals worldwide such as The 8th Samurai and 
Portrait For Leonore as well as worked on feature films including Park Chan-Wook’s Lady 
Vengeance. 

Chung is a member of Motion Picture Editors Guild and received her Master in Fine Arts from the 
American Film Institute Conservatory. Chung was awarded the American Cinema Editor’s Eddie 
Award and was nominated for Best Editor at the Show Off Your Shorts Film Festival. Recently, 
Chung co-founded a production company, AMENIC CINEMA, and has several projects in various 
stages of development.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
soojin@forerunnerfilms.com

Soojin Chung
Producer
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currenT projecT  
I’m Not Down (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An aging, punk rock, single dad whose home is threatened by progress says 
“F@#* You!” to gentrification, because individuality is freedom, and freedom is worth the fight.

bio A. Sayeeda Clarke is a proud native New Yorker, passionate and dedicated to the art of 
directing. Clarke employs diverse modalities of acting and movement techniques to inspire her 
actors and create vibrant, naturalistic performances.

Clarke’s most recent film, White, was funded by ITVS for the acclaimed series Futurestates 
and is on available PBS.org. White has screened at SXSW, Tribeca, BAMcinemaFest, New 
York International Latino Film Festival, with Precious in South Africa at the Tri-Continental Film 
Festival, and with Spike Lee’s Crooklyn at The Brooklyn Bridge Film Series. Clarke’s previous 
award-winning film Sin Salida aired on HBO & HBO Latino for two years and was a finalist at the 
American Black Film Festival. Her short, The Grey Woman, premiered at Lincoln Center’s Walter 
Reade Theater and was a Hallmark short film competition winner.

Clarke also directs theater and, as an artist-in-resident with Mabou Mines, co-directed Sundance 
Storytelling Fellow Matthew Paul Olmos’ Nature of Captivity. Her training as a photographer 
combined with her film and theater experience illuminates her robust visual style and sensibility. 
Clarke studied at The Actor’s Studio Drama School before attending NYU’s Tisch MFA program 
in Film and Television where she was a Dean’s Fellow. Clarke is currently developing the feature 
version of White, and is planning to direct the feature film I’m Not Down.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
a.sayeeda.clarke@gmail.com

A. Sayeeda Clarke
Director



currenT projecT  
Work! (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Work! is about dancer and choreographer Ryan Heffington, who changed the L.A. 
dance scene. 

bio Carolina Costa considers herself based “on this planet.” Her passion for travelling, 
discovering new cultures and meeting new people go hand in hand with her passion for visual 
storytelling.

Costa is originally from Brazil, where she studied journalism and still photography. She moved 
to London in 2005 and received formal training in the camera department while pursuing her 
BA Honors Degree in Film Studies and Production. She earned her skills as a camera assistant 
under the tutelage of talented cinematographers all across Europe, and devoted herself to 
becoming one as well. She has shot one feature and various short films, music videos and 
fashion films, many of which have won awards and travelled the festival circuit internationally.

Her hunger for storytelling isn’t confined to the narrative form; she has collaborated with a 
number of artists to create installations and art films. She owes this cross-platform diversity 
to her upbringing where art openings and psychiatric events were part and parcel of her daily 
routine. 

She moved to Los Angeles in 2011 to pursue her MFA at the American Film Institute as a 
Cinematography Fellow. Her thesis film Way In Rye has been nominated for the Student 
Academy Award, and her short film Contrapelo premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival. Her 
documentary Lea screened at the opening of Bill Clinton’s Global Initiative Conference after it was 
filmed in the City of God favela for Coca Cola’s 5by20 social program.

She looks forward to meeting new collaborators and shooting compelling stories. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
carolinampcosta@gmail.com

Carolina Costa
Cinematographer
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currenT projecT  
If You Build It (Documentary Feature) 

loGline If You Build It is a documentary that spends one year in the life of one of America’s 
most innovative classrooms. The film features designer-activists Emily Pilloton and Matt Miller and 
proves that one of the best ways to make high school kids care about their schoolwork is to build 
their education around the things that matter most to them.

bio Patrick Creadon was born in Chicago and is a 1989 graduate of the University of Notre 
Dame. He earned his Master’s Degree in Cinematography from the American Film Institute in 
1996. Creadon began his career as a cameraman at PBS, shooting and producing cinema 
verite-style stories for the critically acclaimed series The 90’s. His feature-length directorial debut 
Wordplay was a breakout hit at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival. After an intense bidding war, 
the film was sold to IFC Films and The Weinstein Company for $1,000,000. His follow-up film 
I.O.U.S.A., a non-partisan examination of America’s national debt, premiered at Sundance in 
2008 and was shortlisted for Best Documentary for the Academy Awards. Critic Roger Ebert 
named I.O.U.S.A. one of the top five documentaries of the year. Creadon has served on several 
film festival juries, including the Sundance Film Festival, the Los Angeles Film Festival, the 
Ashland Film Festival and the Cinema Eye Awards. In 2011, he made his television-directing 
debut on NBC’s Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. He currently released his third feature-length 
documentary If You Build It, which takes place in rural North Carolina. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Unilever Project Sunlight  
Bright Future Award

conTacT 
patrick@ocpmedia.com

Patrick Creadon
Director



currenT projecT  
God Loves Stu (Narrative Feature) 

loGline In this true story, middle-aged Stu Rasmussen embarks on a journey of gender 
transformation, while at the same time convincing his conservative Oregon hometown to elect 
him as the nation’s first transgender mayor.

bio David Allen Cress is best known for his work as producer of the Broadway Video/IFC 
Original show Portlandia (Peabody Award 2012, Emmy Award 2011, 2012). He has produced 
numerous films including two Oregon-based films for Gus Van Sant: Paranoid Park (Film 
Independent Spirit Award Nominee) and Restless (Cannes Festival 60th Anniversary Award), 
among an array of film, commercials, music videos, web series, and television. He strives to 
assemble cohesive teams that bring out the best in each production, with projects having won 
awards at Sundance, Cannes, SXSW, Clio Awards and One Show. Cress is conversant with 
Oregon-based production and talent, having lived there for much of his professional life.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
david@davidcress.com

David Allen Cress
Producer
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currenT projecT  
I’m Not Down (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An aging, punk rock, single dad whose home is threatened by progress says 
“F@#* You!” to gentrification, because individuality is freedom, and freedom is worth the fight

bio Monique Gabriela Curnen is an actor and producer. After graduating from Williams 
College, Curnen moved to New York City to pursue acting. While there she also interned for 
Hopkins, Smith, Barden Casting and served as Administrative Director for the Black Filmmaker 
Foundation. As an actor, Curnen has been in a string of critical and commercial successes 
including Half Nelson, Maria Full of Grace, The Dark Knight, and Contagion.

As a producer, Curnen produced the interactive short films, Weapons of Misdirection, and Where 
My Ladies At? for the Black Filmmaker Foundation’s producing lab. Weapons of Misdirection 
followed the intersecting worlds of an embedded journalist in Iraq, an active duty soldier, and 
that soldier’s wife awaiting his return in the U.S. The project won the 2005 Webby Award for Best 
Politics Website. Where My Ladies At? addressed the process of hypersexualizing women of 
color in hip-hop music videos.

Curnen also produced and directed the short film Absent, which looks at the ripple effects of gun 
violence. It follows the ritual of a boy visiting the grave of his best friend, finding the only means of 
connection left to him. Most recently, Curnen completed principal photography on the short film 
Noel, a story about the intimacy of strangers caught outside an emergency room.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
moniqc@gmail.com

Monique Gabriela Curnen
Producer



currenT projecT  
Out in the Night (Documentary Feature) 

loGline The story of four young African American lesbians who became criminals for 
defending themselves.

bio Blair Doroshwalther (who identifies as gender non-conforming and uses both male and 
female pronouns) is a social issue documentary director, experienced production designer, and 
activist artist with a passion for inspiring action for social justice through media. Doroshwalther 
graduated with a BFA in Film from NYU (Cum laude) and was awarded the Adam Balsano Award 
for social significance in documentary filmmaking for hir short documentary Metsi, on water 
privatization’s impact on women in a South African township. Hir short documentary Cry Don’t 
Cry, on bereavement experienced through the eyes of a diverse group of teenagers, is distributed 
worldwide through Aquarius Videos and won the National Health Information Awards’ Silver 
Award in 2005. Doroshwalther ’s feature documentary in post-production, Out in the Night, has 
been recognized and supported by the Sundance Film Institute, Jerome Foundation, Frameline, 
Women in Film Finishing Fund, and NYSCA, among other foundations. Hir non-filmmaking work 
focuses on social justice issues. Doroshwalther has worked at Harlem United, servicing homeless 
clients with HIV/AIDS, and Rayogram, a web design company for non-profits, and studied the 
impact of clients’ digital engagement campaigns.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
blair@TheFireThisTimeTheFilm.com

Blair Doroshwalther
Director / Producer
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bio Reena Dutt is a producing fellow in Project Involve, and actor for film, television,  
new media, and theatre in Los Angeles. Dutt is currently producing the feature film, As Good  
As You, starring Marin Hinkle, a serious comedy about mourning the right way.  She is also in  
post-production for June, Adrift, a feature shot in Chesapeake City, Maryland. 

Her short film El Doctor was recently acquired by PBS/Latino Public Broadcasting System, and 
her shorts…Or Die, 3 Puffs of Gold and Shameless are travelling the festival circuit internationally.  
Online, she has produced web series for both Justin Lin’s YOMYOMF Network (Squad 85) and 
Tello Films (Kiss Her I’m Famous, Season II) respectively.  

Other producing credits include Snapshot! which was a finalist for the New Filmmakers  
On Location competition in Los Angeles, produced via Off-Chance Productions, a media 
collective she co-founded. Dutt was also involved with Off-Chance’s LAWeekly and Ovation 
winning shows on stage, The Limitations of Genetic Technology and Shaheed: The Dream  
and Death of Benazir Bhutto. 

As an actor, Dutt recently shot a pilot opposite David Koechner for A&E, and has been seen on 
CBS and NBC. On stage she has worked with Furious Theatre, Mark Taper Forum’s New Works 
Fest, Theatre of NOTE, The Matrix, HERE! Arts Center (NYC), and Miller Theatre (NYC), to name 
a few.

Dutt is a Media Arts graduate of the University of Arizona, Tucson, and the Meisner program at 
William Esper Studio (NYC).  

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
reenadutt@gmail.com

Reena Dutt
Producer



currenT projecT  
Imperial Dreams (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A 21-year-old reformed gangster’s devotion to his family and his future is put to 
the test when he is released from prison and returns to his old stomping grounds in Watts, Los 
Angeles.

bio Katherine Fairfax Wright grew up in Los Angeles and graduated with a double major in Film 
Studies and Anthropology from Columbia University. She produced Gabi on the Roof in July, and 
has worked in a producing role on several other award-winning films, including Lumo and Les 
Vulnerables. She is the co-director, editor and cinematographer of Call Me Kuchu (2012 Berlin/
Teddy Award/Cinema Fairbindet prize, Hot Docs/Best International Feature), which tells the story 
of the last year in the life of the first openly gay man in Uganda. The film has been supported by 
numerous international organizations and grantors, including Cinereach, Chicken & Egg Pictures, 
Catapult Film Fund, Film Independent and the Garrett Scott Documentary Development Grant. 
In 2012, Fairfax Wright was named one of Filmmaker Magazine’s 25 New Faces of Independent 
Film, and was also named a Roger & Chaz Ebert Fellow. She is an alumna of the 2011 Film 
Independent Documentary Lab and the Garrett Scott Documentary Development Grant at Full 
Frame. Fairfax Wright’s most recent project, Imperial Dreams, was an official selection at 2014 
Sundance Film Festival.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
ARRI Feature Film Grant

conTacT 
katy.f.wright@gmail.com

Katherine Fairfax Wright
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Drunktown’s Finest (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Three young Native Americans - an adopted Christian girl, a rebellious  
father-to-be, and a promiscuous transsexual - strive to escape the hardships of life on an  
Indian reservation.

bio Sydney Freeland is an independent filmmaker and has worked for a number of companies, 
including The Food Network, Comedy Central, Office Max, Audi, National Geographic, PBS, and 
Walt Disney. She is also a recipient of the following awards: 2014 Time Warner Fellowship, 2010 
Sundance Screenwriting Fellowship, 2010 Sundance Directing Fellowship, 2010 Eccles Directing 
Fellowship, 2009 Sundance Native American Lab Fellowship, 2008 Disney Fellowship semi-
finalist, 2007 Disney Scholarship, and is a 2004 Fulbright Scholar. Freeland currently lives and 
works in Los Angeles.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Wildfire Post-Production Sound Grant

conTacT 
sydneykfreeland@gmail.com

Sydney Freeland
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Tomorrow We Disappear (Documentary Feature) 

loGline When their home is illegally sold to real-estate developers, the magicians, acrobats, 
and puppeteers of Delhi’s Kathputli Colony must find a way to unite—or splinter  
apart forever.

bio Jimmy Goldblum is a Brooklyn-based writer, director, and interactive producer. In 2008, 
Goldblum won the Emmy for New Approaches to Documentary for Live Hope Love, an interactive 
documentary that he produced for the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Goldblum’s projects 
have won an Emmy, FWA, Webby, screened at SXSW, and earned coverage from The New York 
Times, Wired Magazine, USA Today, and CNN.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
jimgoldblum@gmail.com

Jimmy Goldblum
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
A Death in the Andes (Narrative Feature) 

loGline In a desperate attempt to save his mother from illness, Carlos, a fiery salt miner 
from the Bolivian highlands, seeks out his estranged uncle in the city, where they abduct an 
American doctor. 

bio Nicholas Greene is a British filmmaker based in New York. His short film, Salar, made 
in Bolivia with the country’s only film school, was shortlisted for the 2013 Oscars and won the 
Austin Film Festival Jury Award. He co-founded Ascension Entertainment with Jolyon Symonds, 
and received development funding from the British Film Institute for two projects: Travels with 
My Aunt, based on the novel by Graham Greene, and The White Tiger, based on the Booker 
prize winning novel by Aravind Adiga. He was selected for the Film Independent Directing Lab, 
the Cine Qua Non screenwriters lab in Mexico and the Berlin Talent Campus.  Greene previously 
worked for Paramount Pictures and holds an MFA in film from Columbia University. He currently 
works as an editor for non-profit documentaries.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
nicholasgrgreene@yahoo.co.uk

Nicholas Greene
Writer / Director / Producer



bio Lara R. Gregg grew up outside of Philadelphia in Abington, PA. Her career in the arts 
began when her parents enlisted her in the Performing Arts Program at the infamous Freedom 
Theatre. Gregg continued to hone her passion for the arts when she attended the Creative and 
Performing Arts High School of Philadelphia as a Drama Major. She furthered her studies, when 
she majored in Theatre as a college student at Spelman College. At Spelman, she took the 
opportunity to train in classical theatre for one month in Oxford, UK with the British American 
Drama Academy. After graduating from Spelman, Gregg began to develop her career in film 
production at Overbrook Entertainment. This opportunity sparked her interest in becoming 
a development executive. Since then, she has worked for several other notable production 
companies, as well as feature and reality television producers. Currently, she is a Production 
Coordinator for Sony Pictures Television. When she is not working, she enjoys seeing the world’s 
beauty and developing story concepts from what she sees, hears or experiences. The loves of 
her life are her close friends and family, especially her three nieces, Renee, Rianna, and Rachelle. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
LaraRGregg27@gmail.com

Lara R. Gregg
Industry Track: Development
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bio Hatched in rainy Portland, Oregon, Rosie Haber is a filmmaker who has been based in 
Southeast Asia for the last three years. Her films deal with the potent themes of ripe adolescent 
sexuality, desire in restrictive locales and the painful aspects of family. 

A recent graduate of New York University Tisch School of the Arts and a Global Social Change 
Fellow, Haber has been focused on making international films to explore the ways in which 
common human experiences connect people across borders. She has shot films in the United 
States, Bolivia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines. Her most recent film is a 
quirky comedy exploring the misadventures of a Singaporean lesbian couple who own a vintage 
store and try out polyamory - with disastrous results. She is dedicated to making a brand of 
urgent cinema that portrays authentic human experience. 

Haber participated in the 2013 Outfest Screenwriting Lab in which she work-shopped and 
developed her feature script, Soledad. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
haber.rosie@gmail.com 

Rosie Haber
Director



bio Toby Halbrooks is a producer from Dallas, TX who came to film after touring the world for 
six years as a member of the rock group The Polyphonic Spree. Pioneer marked his first narrative 
project, however, he cut his teeth as a successful commercial producer and director. Together 
with David Lowery, Halbrooks has also helmed a number of acclaimed music videos for artists 
such as School of Seven Bells, Sarah Jaffe, and Okkervil River.

Halbrooks is a recipient of a 2011 Sundance Creative Producing Fellowship for his work on Ain’t 
Them Bodies Saints and was just named one of Variety‘s 10 Producers to watch, along with 
his producing partner James M. Johnston. He has had two films in competition at the 2013 
Sundance Film Festival: Ain’t Them Bodies Saints (Producer) and Upstream Color (Co-Producer).

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Film Independent Spirit Awards:  
Piaget Producers Award

conTacT 
tobyh144@gmail.com

Toby Halbrooks 
Producer
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currenT projecT  
The Shooting of Barry Miller (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Several seedy characters and a couple of law abiding every-day types intertwine as 
they all pursue the same thing... a mysterious device.  Eventually they all collide and only one is left 
to discover the true power the device holds.

bio As a founding member of Notice of Filming Productions, Derege Harding has produced, 
directed and edited a number of short films that have had the good fortune to be screened at film 
festivals across the country.  He was featured in Urban Victory for the film It’s As Easy As Riding 
A Bike, which he also wrote and directed.  Harding produced, edited and starred in the film Barry 
Miller, which was accepted to the Dances With Films festival and screened at Grauman’s Chinese 
Theater in Hollywood.  Most recently he completed the short screenplay Flawed, about an African 
American male navigating the criminal justice system and he is also writing a television pilot called 
The Fulfillment.  He began his career in the film industry as an actor in New York City where he 
worked with acclaimed filmmakers Antoine Fuqua and M. Night. Shyamalan.  Harding has a B.A. in 
Business Administration from the University of Washington. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
derege@nofproductions.com

Derege Harding
Producer



currenT projecT  
Third Girl from the Left (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Third Girl From The Left is the story of the other side of Hollywood in the 
Seventies, of what it means to be black, sexy, smart, and full of dreams in a land where 
“blaxploitation” is as literal as it sounds. As intense and serious as it is fun and fabulous,  
Third Girl From The Left is a compelling saga of love, family secrets, and the ambitions of 
mothers and daughters.

bio Vincent Harris has worked in financial services since 2002, beginning his career as an 
investment advisor with Morgan Stanley. Most recently, Harris worked in principal investing as a 
director with Prudential Capital Group in NYC, a $60 billion private investment fund. During his 
time with the firm he invested in excess of $1 billion of the firm’s capital. Investments included 
large media conglomerates, professional sports teams, and consumer products companies.

Harris has provided strategic consulting to major media/entertainment companies, including 
Disney Studios and ATO Pictures, the independent film distributor founded by platinum recording 
artist, Dave Matthews.

Harris earned an MBA in Strategy and Finance from the Darden Graduate School of Business 
at the University of Virginia. He also holds a BA in History from UVA. Harris serves on the Board 
of Directors of Housing Works Thrift Stores in NYC, is a Robert Toigo Fellow, and the recipient 
of numerous honors and awards, including the Frederick S. Morton Leadership Award and the 
Toigo Foundation’s 40 under 40 list.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track  
Millenium Fellowship

conTacT 
Vincent.L.Harris@gmail.com

Vincent Harris
Producer
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bio Dominic Haxton was born and raised in Sonoma County, CA, the heart of Northern 
California’s wine country. While in high school, he became interested in film after writing an 
English paper on Elia Kazan’s influence on the 20th century, particularly in regards to how his 
films dealt with social issues. Using Kazan as inspiration, he starting making short videos that 
explored issues relating to the racial and socio-economic divide that exist in the community 
between the Hispanic immigrants who work in the wine vineyards and the Caucasian 
suburbanites who populate this region. Thanks to the exposure and recognition from these 
videos, he was awarded a college academic scholarship from the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce. This scholarship gave him the life-changing opportunity to pursue his filmmaking 
aspirations at the University of Southern California’s prestigious film school.

Since graduating from USC film school, Haxton has worked on several TV shows and films, 
including the Academy Award winning feature, The Help. His recent short film, Teens Like Phil, 
about high school bullying has won three awards to date and played at over 30 film festivals 
around the world, including LACMA’s Young Director’s Night. Haxton’s goal as a filmmaker is 
to continue making dramatic, thought-provoking work that addresses socially relevant issues; 
films that are made for a wider audience in order to promote tolerance, acceptance, and social/
political change.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
dominichaxton@gmail.com

Dominic Haxton
Director



currenT projecT  
We’re with the Band (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Using a band as a cover story, a group of unlikely rebels with dubious musical 
skills traverse forbidden borders and become entangled in each other’s lives in Israel and 
Palestine.

bio Jen Heck completed her BFA at NYU, and her MFA at Columbia University’s film program 
in 2009. She’s had award-winning work at major film festivals (Sundance, The Hamptons, and 
Palm Springs), at museums (the Whitney (Biennial 2004 and MoMA), and on networks including 
MTV, HGTV, Bravo, and VH1. While working as a documentary filmmaker, Heck has climbed 
mountains, been chased by foreign police, hidden from terrorists, raised money for cancer, 
trekked to the highest and the lowest points on Earth, been lost in the desert, and raised a hand 
for peace. She hopes to one day channel her real-life experiences into narrative films about 
women doing even more dramatic things in even more extreme places. And, by telling these 
stories, to make the world a better place.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
heyjenheck@gmail.com

Jen Heck
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Third Girl from the Left (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Third Girl From The Left is the story of the other side of Hollywood in the Seventies; 
of what it means to be black, sexy, smart, and full of dreams in a land where “blaxploitation” is as 
literal as it sounds. As intense and serious as it is fun and fabulous, Third Girl From The Left is a 
compelling saga of love, family secrets, and the ambitions of mothers and daughters.

bio Amy Hobby has been producing award-winning theatrical films for nearly 20 years. Her 
films have been released by top distributors, including Sony, Lionsgate, HBO, Miramax, Sony 
Pictures Classics, IFC, and Magnolia.

Hobby has had seven features and documentaries premiere at the Sundance Film Festival, 
including the Jury Prize winner Secretary (Lionsgate). Other feature producing credits include: 
Severed Ways: The Norse Discovery of America (Magnolia), Hamlet (Miramax), Sunday (Cine 
360), recipient of Sundance Grand Jury Award and Un Certain Regard at Cannes, and Nadja 
(October Films), Executive Produced by David Lynch. Hobby recently had four of her films 
acquired for the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in New York and won a 
Sloan Foundation Grant for development of a new film project called Zeroes and Ones.

In 2012, Hobby completed production on three films. Love, Marilyn, a documentary directed by 
Academy Award nominated filmmaker Liz Garbus, which screened at the Telluride, Toronto, and 
London film festivals and will premiere on HBO in June 2013. Hobby’s low budget feature Gayby 
played at over 20 festivals, winning numerous audience awards. Shepard & Dark premiered at 
the Toronto Film Festival, won jury awards at several festivals and will be released theatrically in 
fall 2013 by Music Box Films.

Hobby recently formed Tangerine Entertainment, an audacious new company that seeks to 
produce and provide marketing and outreach for critically acclaimed films with a rigorous focus 
on female directors and exceptional roles for women.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track 
Millenium Fellowship

conTacT 
hobbyfilms@gmail.com

Amy Hobby
Producer



bio From Rowland Heights, California, Kimberly Hwang is a graduate of USCʼs School of 
Cinematic Arts Production Program. After graduating, she became an NBCUniversal West Coast 
Page where she donned the infamous Kenneth the Page suit while giving tours of the NBC 
Burbank Studios and assisting The Tonight Show with Jay Leno and NBCʼs TV Distribution, 
Publicity and Talent Relations Departments. Outside her time at NBC, she produced web series 
for Ashton Kutcher’s Thrash Lab, Nickelodeon and AwesomenessTV and directed/produced 
commercials for various businesses, including the Los Angeles Dodgers, East West Bank and 
The Grove Los Angeles. Following her time as an NBC Page, she became a current development 
assistant at Syfy and then moved onto become a scripted, digital and business development 
assistant at Universal Cable Productions. On the side, she is a freelance producer, director and 
line producer. During her year in Project Involve as a producing fellow, she was awarded the 
Barbara Boyle scholarship. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve  
Barbara Boyle Fellowship 

conTacT 
hwang.kimberly@gmail.com

Kimberly Hwang
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Trauma (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A veteran discharged after a spontaneous act of violence struggles to reorient 
himself to hometown life and must face emotional scars resulting from a sexual assault he 
experienced in the military.

bio Edi Ibok wrote for online sites including IGN and Cracked.com and worked as a 
videographer and editor after graduating from Princeton University with a BA in Philosophy.  
While enrolled in Loyola Marymount University’s Graduate Program in Film and Television 
Production, he won the Cosgrove Family Endowment and LMU’s Oscar Micheaux Award.  After 
earning his MFA, he photographed projects for the 18th Street Arts Center before his current job 
in distribution at Fox Home Entertainment.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab

Loyola Marymount University’s 
School of Film and Television 
Fellowship

conTacT 
ediibok@gmail.com

Edi Ibok
Writer 



currenT projecT  
Saeed on the Run (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An Iraqi-American man wrongly accused of a terrorist act ends up running for his 
life alongside a former immigration officer turned violent criminal.

bio An attorney who specializes in immigration law and criminal defense, Nagwa Ibrahim has 
handled Guantanamo cases, other prisoner rights cases, and provided free legal representation 
for individuals who cannot afford attorneys in their criminal parole proceedings. She has traveled 
throughout the world on humanitarian delegations including to Chiapas, Mexico, Iraq, Israel, 
Palestine, South Africa, and Venezuela. Through her travels and work as an attorney, Ibrahim 
became inspired to become a filmmaker, where stories of real people can be heard, felt and 
experienced in one space that transcends borders.

After producing a series of short films, Ibrahim officially launched a production company, WitNas 
Productions. The purpose of WitNas is to use visual media of all types, whether feature films, 
documentaries, web-series, etc., as a means of connecting humanity beyond borders by sharing 
the stories and lives of people around the world so that we may bridge the gaps, appreciate 
difference while also celebrating that which connects us all. WitNas is currently in postproduction 
on the narrative feature film Woven, which Ibrahim directed and served as one of a team of 
producers. Woven is a film about an Ethiopian American family and a White American family 
whose lives are turned upside down after a tragedy strikes in New York. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
nagwa6@gmail.com

Nagwa Ibrahim
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Rustin (Narrative Feature) 

loGline When Bayard Rustin, a brilliant but contentious political strategist, is ostracized 
from the civil rights movement for being gay, he endures personal and public shame to advance 
the career of his promising protégé, Martin Luther King, Jr.

bio Q. Terah Jackson is a writer-director of screen and stage who wrote Counter, a Project 
Involve short film about a young Bayard Rustin conducting a solo sit-in at a 1942 diner. An 
alumnus of the American Film Institute Conservatory, Jackson is noted for his thesis, Rustin, 
as a Nicholl’s Top 50 Screenplay and Writers Guild of America-West’s Feature Access Program 
Honoree.  His science fiction saga, Julius-X On Dying Earth, has attracted the attention of the 
Sundance/Sloan Commissioning Grant Program. Jackson’s storytelling is influenced by nine 
years of work enhancing the education of Washington DC’s youth through government policy 
and theater arts working with Ford’s Theatre Society and the Smithsonian’s Discovery Theatre. 
Jackson is a 2008 Lincoln Center Directors’ Lab participant as well as a 2011 Fall Narrative 
Intern for Participant Media, where he gained insight into the creation of films that inspire and 
entertain. Jackson writes lead characters who face adversity, injustice and fear with creativity 
and empathy to achieve a greater good. He is currently developing an immigration-related film, a 
feature on the economic downturn and sci-fi mystery for TV. He is an avid comic book collector. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
terahjackson@gmail.com

Q. Terah Jackson
Writer



currenT projecT  
Street Fighting Man (Documentary Feature) 

loGline In a new America where the promise of education, safety and shelter are in 
jeopardy, three Detroit men fight to build something lasting for themselves and future generations.

bio Andrew James is a documentary filmmaker pursuing unique, American stories with an 
emphasis on character and place. In 2008, James completed his first film, Una Vida Mejor, 
a social awareness drama depicting the lives and struggles of migrant workers in Southern 
California. The black and white film screened at festivals worldwide and was the recipient of 
the Special Jury Prize for artistic vision at the 2008 Cinequest Film Festival. In 2009, James 
completed his first feature-length documentary, Cleanflix, about the rise and fall of the Mormon-
born sanitized film movement. The funny and crowd-pleasing film had its world premiere at the 
prestigious Toronto International Film Festival before screening at more than 25 festivals around 
the world and winning the Best Documentary prize at New York United Film Fest. Cleanflix is 
now available on DVD, iTunes, Hulu and Netflix. James is currently finishing his second feature-
length documentary, Street Fighting Man, about three men fighting for a better life in post-
industrial Detroit. The film was selected for IFP’s Independent Film Week, Hot Docs’ International 
Pitch Forum, Sundance Institute’s Documentary Story and Edit Lab, and Film Independent’s 
Documentary Lab. For their work on the film, James and his creative team were listed as 
filmmakers to watch by The Independent. Street Fighting Man is scheduled to be completed  
in 2014.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab 

conTacT 
beachfirepictures@gmail.com

Andrew James
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Solitaire King (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Newly released Palestinian political prisoner Ziad does not feel he is the hero 
everyone hails him to be. Unable to relive past basketball glory, nor attain the girl of his future; 
Solitaire King follows a hallucinating Ziad determined to become the champion he believes he is 
expected to be.

bio Bassam Jarbawi began working as a photographer during the second Palestinian Intifada. 
His photographs produced several exhibits and his first documentary, Frequency (2004). Jarbawi 
completed his B.A. in Communication and Political Science at Macalester College and earned his 
M.F.A. in Screenwriting and Directing at Columbia University in New York. During his studies at 
Columbia, he produced and directed short films and music videos in Palestine, the United States, 
and several other countries. His short film Roos Djaj (Chicken Heads), premiered at New York 
Film Festival, screened at Sundance Film Festival, and won Best Film at the Columbia University 
Film Festival, Sonoma Film Festival, and Dubai International Film Festival, to name a few.

Post graduation, Jarbawi worked in digital distribution in New York and has recently moved back 
to the Middle East to focus on his own film production. His first feature, Solitaire King, was part 
of the Rawi Screenwriters’ Lab (2011) and recently participated in the Dubai Film Connection 
through the support of Rawi and the Sundance Institute. Solitaire King recently received a 
development grant from the Arab Fund for Arts and Culture.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track 

conTacT 
jarbawi@gmail.com

Bassam Jarbawi
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Jiàoliàn (Coach) (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Jiàoliàn is the story of 27 year-old Norman DeSilva, an American who overnight 
becomes the head coach for the Foshan Longlions, a unique basketball team comprised of 
Americans, Syrian and Chinese players.  Together, DeSilva rallies his team to overcome their 
challenges in order to win a spot in the Chinese Basketball Association playoffs.

bio Xuan Jiang graduated from the Beijing Broadcasting Institute (2001) and began television 
production work at News Corporation China.  Eager to create stories of her own, Jiang entered 
the MFA program for Film Directing at California Institute of the Arts in 2004.  There she wrote 
and directed her thesis film, August 15th (Ba Yue Shi Wu), winner of Honorable Mention at the 
2008 Sundance Film Festival, Best Short Film award in Newport International Film Festival, Best 
Actress in Tokyo Short Film Festival, Official Selection of the 2008 Cannes Film Festival, among 
many others. Jiang’s interest in filmmaking grew out of her desire to explore stories and emotions 
she experienced while growing up in Beijing during a transformative post-cultural revolution era 
in China.  She was intrigued by the stark contrasts developing around her – from the shifting 
traditional cityscape to a flood of new global influences. As a commercial director and producer 
in Beijing working on spots for Intel, Lenovo, and Malata, Jiang develops bright and radical 
concepts designed specifically for new digital mediums.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
jxfilm@gmail.com

Xuan Jiang
Producer
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bio James M. Johnston is a filmmaker from Fort Worth, TX.  He was a 2011 Creative 
Producing Fellow at the Sundance Institute and was recently named to Variety‘s 10 Producer’s 
To Watch list with his producing partner Toby Halbrooks.

His work as a producer includes the award-winning films St. Nick (2009), Pioneer (2011) which 
won the Grand Jury Prize at six film festivals including South by Southwest, and co-produced 
Yen Tan’s award-winning film Ciao (2008), which was distributed theatrically by Regent 
Entertainment. Johnston also produced Ain’t Them Bodies Saints by writer/director David 
Lowery, starring Rooney Mara, Casey Affleck, and Ben Foster which premiered in competition at 
the 2013 Sundance Film Festival, and the film Pit Stop by Yen Tan, which premiered at Sundance 
in the NEXT section.

Johnston is a director in his own right and his short films have played at festivals around 
the world. His most recent film Knife was the recipient of a production grant from Rooftop 
Filmmakers Fund. Johnston also co-owns two successful vegan restaurants – Spiral Diner & 
Bakery - with his wife Amy McNutt. They are in the process of opening Fort Worth’s first art 
house cinema called The Citizen Theater.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Film Independent Spirit Awards:  
Piaget Producers Award

conTacT 
jmjfilm@gmail.com

James M. Johnston 
Producer



currenT projecT  
Free the Town (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A mosaic story of three strangers: a native girl, a Brooklyn teen, and a myopic 
filmmaker collide in the unforgiving streets of Freetown, Sierra Leone, as they negotiate their 
identities in the midst of witch hunting fervor.

bio Sierra Leonean-American Writer/Director Nikyatu Jusu graduated from New York 
University, Tisch School of the Arts with an MFA in Film Production in 2010. She wrote and 
directed award winning short films including her NYU second year film, African Booty Scratcher, 
which went on to earn her a Director’s Guild of America Honorable Mention and an HBO Short 
Film Award. While at NYU she won a Princess Grace Foundation Narrative Film Scholarship 
in addition to a Spike Lee Fellowship. These awards contributed to the creation of her thesis 
narrative short, Say Grace Before Drowning. SGBD also won an HBO Short Film Award in 
addition to a Directors Guild of America Honorable Mention, and Puffin Foundation Grant. Both 
NYU created short films were acquired by HBO, where they each aired for a year. Jusu was 
awarded a $50,000 Panavision Equipment Grant, which she plans to use for the development 
of her feature film debut, Free the Town. Her screenplay was one of 15 projects selected for 
Sundance Institute’s Feature Film Program/Inaugural Screenwriter’s Intensive in Los Angeles.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
films@nikyatu.com

Nikyatu Jusu
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Chokora (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A bright Kenyan boy must join a gang of “Chokora” (street kids) in order to survive 
on Nairobi’s mean streets, but the life of petty crime and glue-sniffing threatens to derail his 
dream of one day becoming a pilot and escaping a life of poverty.

bio You’d never know it from his calm, cool demeanor, but Amyn Kaderali thrives on drama. 
Not the personal soap-opera stuff, but that bittersweet intersection of comedy and tragedy 
where the most provocative and inspiring films originate. 

Kaderali grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area and got his bachelor’s degree at UCLA before 
finding his sweet spot in New York. He got his MFA in Directing at NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts Graduate Film Program, where he made his mark with Little Man, which garnered awards 
worldwide, including Best Short Film at the Slamdance Film Festival. He followed this up with 
Take the A Train, starring Kerry Washington (Scandal), which won a Kodak Cinematic Images 
Award, and Call Center, one of the first hit viral comedy short films on the web. 

Ever since his days in NYC, Kaderali has always strived to tell stories that matter. His first feature 
film, Kissing Cousins, a provocative romantic comedy (featuring David Alan Grier and Jaleel 
White) won the Audience Choice Award at the Asian American Int’l Film Festival. His short film, 
The Other Side, for PBS/ITVS’s Futurestates series delved into the controversial issue of illegal 
immigration. 

Kaderali was honored to be selected into the Disney/ABC Directing Fellowship and was 
mentored by legendary TV director Mark Tinker. Soon after, Kaderali directed an episode of 
ABC’s Private Practice, starring Kate Walsh. Most recently, he completed the prestigious Warner 
Brothers Television Directors Workshop and is currently prepping his next feature film, Chokora, a 
story set in the slums of Nairobi. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab

conTacT 
amynkaderali@gmail.com 

Amyn Kaderali
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Like a Rolling Stone: The Life & Times of Ben Fong-Torres 
(Documentary Feature) 

loGline When one man’s passion for rock and roll coincides with a cultural revolution, the 
truth is set free. Like a Rolling Stone is the story of legendary journalist, Ben Fong-Torres, an original 
editor-writer at Rolling Stone Magazine, who brought an honest literary voice to the revolutionary 
force of music that continues to influence our society to this day.

bio Suzanne Joe Kai is an independent filmmaker and award-winning journalist. Her documentary 
Like A Rolling Stone: The Life & Times of Ben Fong-Torres has received an ITVS Diversity 
Development Grant, support from NALIP’s LPA Documentary Fellowship, and Film Independent’s 
2014 FIND Documentary Lab.

Kai earned a BA in Sociology and Economics from Mills College, and a Masters degree in 
Communication (Documentary/Film/TV) from Stanford. She is Executive Producer of StudioLA.TV, 
founder of AAPI entertainment and lifestyle portal AsianConnections.com, and board member at 
AAJA-LA.org. Kai was a national business director and video producer for RottenTomatoes.com,  
video producer for Amp’d mobile and Sprint, and successfully launched ventures including co-
founding a national bank which is now part of a group listed on Nasdaq. Kai co-directed and 
produced The Last Line, a 28-minute film about Star Wars fans which won a Best Documentary  
Short award, and screened at Cannes’ 2012 Short Film Corner, and festivals in the US and Europe. 

She is a member of ATAS (Emmys), the Writers Guild non-fiction writers caucus, and is MPAA press 
accredited. Awards for her work include AAJA.org’s U.S. Journalist Pioneers Honor Roll, two regional 
Emmy nominations, and First Place by the National Federation of Press Women. She was a speaker at 
ATAS’s (Emmys) NEXTTV, and V3, for journalists, bloggers and social media communicators.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
suzanne.kai@gmail.com

Suzanne Joe Kai
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Jamie and Jackie (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Jamie and Jackie is the story of a small time thief who lives the life of a ghost until 
the day he’s invited to play a strange game with a woman he meets at a hotel.

bio Tarik Karam is a filmmaker based in New York City. For the past six years, he has worked 
side by side with director Stephen Daldry. He co-produced the Oscar nominated Extremely Loud 
& Incredibly Close while also serving as Second Unit Director. Previously, Karam collaborated 
with Daldry on the Oscar-nominated The Reader, serving as Second Unit Director and Associate 
Producer. Most recently, Karam completed a short film entitled ZZZZZZZ, about two sleepwalkers 
in love, which premiered at the 2013 Tribeca Film Festival and is set to play this year’s Austin Film 
Festival. Karam graduated from the American Film Institute (AFI) with an MFA in Film Direction. He 
is a proud member of the DGA and his work can be found at www.tarikkaram.com.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab 

conTacT 
tarikkaram@yahoo.com

Tarik Karam
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Chicken Soup for the Dead Soul (Narrative Feature) 

loGline After witnessing the suicide of her stepdaughter, Yume Back and her husband  
Jin are consumed by grief and guilt. Desperate to break through her husband’s icy despondence,  
Yume attempts to console her stepdaughter’s ghost with a ritual offering of the traditional Korean  
chicken soup, sam-gye-tang

bio Christina Sun Kim has called Minnesota, Korea and Texas home before settling in Los Angeles.  
Kim’s brother, who was born with special needs, inspired her to become a visual storyteller. Her  
voice formed out of the many challenging and touching moments she shared with him. 

While studying at University of Texas at Austin, she directed a documentary film called Dreams in  
All Sizes, about an eight-year-old boy’s baseball dream and his immigrant parents who gave up  
everything for a little burger shop. The film aired nationally on the Documentary Channel. Kim solidified  
her passion as a storyteller while editing Tattooed Under Fire, a PBS documentary about Iraq veterans  
and their emotional scars.

She is now based in Los Angeles and is an MFA candidate at UCLA. In recent years, she further  
developed her voice by writing and directing films in the surreal, magical or absurdist realm.  
In 2014, she directed a Project Involve short called, Alice, as well as her thesis film, Chicken Soup  
for the Dead Soul — a supernatural drama about a hungry ghost.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
csunkim@gmail.com

Christina Sun Kim
Director
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currenT projecT  
Newlyweeds (Narrative Feature) 

loGline When mistakes in judgment escalate out of control, Lyle and Nina find the life they 
have built is quickly evaporating, and the hole they have dug for themselves is growing beyond 
repair.

bio Shaka King is a writer, director, and producer whose films Cocoa Loco and Herkimer 
DuFrayne, 7th Grade Guidance Counselor have screened at festivals and on various networks 
internationally. Newlyweeds, King’s first feature, was developed in the Emerging Narrative 
workshop at IFP and was awarded a postproduction grant from Rooftop Films/Edgeworx 
Studios. He lives in Brooklyn, where he was born and raised. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Film Independent Spirit Awards:  
Kiehl’s Since 1851  
Someone To Watch Award

conTacT 
shaka.king@gmail.com

Shaka King
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Day Out of Days (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Day Out of Days is a female-driven narrative about a 40-year old actress who 
fights to find meaning in her life and career in an ever-youthful world.

bio Gina Kwon is the recipient of the 2004 Mark Silverman/Sundance Fellowship and the 
2005 Bravo/American Express Film Independent Spirit Award. Prior to producing features, Kwon 
worked with Academy Award-nominated documentary producer R.J. Cutler as a Co-Producer  
on his TNT series The Residents and a Story Producer on his Fox series American High  
(winner of a 2001 Emmy Award for Outstanding Non-Fiction Program). Kwon produced 
Sundance/Humanitas Prize winner The Motel (2007 Film Independent Spirit Award nominee).  
In 2005, she produced Me and You and Everyone We Know by Miranda July, which won a 
special jury prize at the Sundance Film Festival and four awards at the Cannes Film Festival, 
including the Camera D’Or for Best First Feature Film. She produced July’s second feature, The 
Future, in 2010 in partnership with Razor Film and Film4, which premiered at Sundance and 
played in competition in the Berlinale in 2011. Kwon recently wrapped production on Camp 
X-Ray starring Kristen Stewart.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Panavision Grant

conTacT 
ginakwon@sbcglobal.net

Gina Kwon
Producer
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currenT projecT  
F**king Chinese (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Based on a true story, at a prestigious tennis tournament, a brother and sister 
clash when a famous player taunts them with racist slurs – an event which soon spirals into an 
international incident. 

bio Daniel Lee is a Los Angeles-based writer and filmmaker, the son of Korean immigrants 
who was raised in Maryland and graduated from Brown University. Lee was a founding member 
of the acclaimed San Francisco production company Killing My Lobster, for which he wrote, 
directed, produced, and acted. Sunday Afternoon, one of his numerous stage shows, screened 
at Sundance and won the Golden Spire Award at the San Francisco International Film Festival.

Lee was a segment producer for the E! network and has written several screenplays and 
television pilots. His feature script The Sellout won the New Wave Prize in the TrackingB 
screenplay competition. Lee lives in Silver Lake with his boyfriend and their dog, and is trying to 
eat less sugar. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
thedanielstation@gmail.com

Daniel Lee 
Writer



currenT projecT Kimchi Princess (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Four best friends compete against each other for the coveted “Kimchi Princess” 
crown at the Los Angeles Kimchi Festival, and their competitive natures and familial problems 
threaten to derail both their chances and their friendships. 

bio Jean Lee is a writer, director and cinematographer. Born in Philadelphia, Lee graduated 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2009. Originally set for law school, Lee became interested 
in film as an advocacy tool when she directed and shot a short documentary on Philadelphia’s 
sex trafficking industry called We Do Not Exist. The film went on to become an educational 
resource at the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office.

Excited by the power of communicating across all cultures in a meaningful and entertaining way, 
Lee decided to become a filmmaker. In 2010, Lee won the Jacob Javits Fellowship and began 
her graduate film studies at New York University Tisch Asia.

In October 2012, Lee wrote and directed Cahaya, shot in Jakarta, Indonesia.  In 2012, the film 
had its American premiere at DC Shorts Film Festival. In 2013, it premiered in Europe at Berlinale 
International Film Festival. Cahaya went on to play at other festivals around the world including 
Seoul International Women’s Film Festival and Kyoto Children’s Film Festival. In 2013, the film 
was released by Salaam Productions.

In October 2013, Lee was accepted into the Sundance Institute’s Screenwriters Intensive with 
Kimchi Princess. Currently, Lee is in development on her thesis film, The Tortoise and His Tail.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab 

conTacT 
jean.elizabeth.lee@gmail.com 

Jean Lee
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Hanna (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Hanna meets Tony who killed her father 10 years ago when she was seven years 
old. She wants to forgive him but it’s not easy.

bio Originally from South Korea, Yeonchul Lee didn’t think much about filmmaking at the time 
of college applications. For reasons still unknown to him, he chose to major in film at Hanyang 
University in South Korea, and has been making films ever since. He came to Los Angeles in 
2010 to study at the prestigious American Film Institute and obtained his Master’s Degree in 
Directing. His thesis film Be With Me has played in various festivals. He’s currently working as a 
freelance filmmaker in Los Angeles.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
leeyeonchul@gmail.com

Yeonchul Lee
Director



Shripriya Mahesh
Writer / Director

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab 

conTacT 
Shripriya@Tatvam.com

currenT projecT  
Varenya (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Varenya, a South Indian Hindu priest, accepts a young apprentice and is forced to 
question the doctrines of his religion.

bio Shripriya Mahesh is an Indian-born filmmaker based in San Francisco and New York City. 
Mahesh wrote and directed The Color of Time, a short film featuring Oscar nominees, James 
Franco and Jessica Chastain. The short is part of the collaborative feature film, Tar, which 
premiered at the Rome Film Festival. Her award-winning short films have played at the Palm 
Springs International ShortFest, the Rhode Island International Film Festival, the San Francisco 
International LGBT Film Festival (Frameline) and dozens more. Her film, Reprise, won the Best 
Student Film Award at the 12th deadCenter Film Festival, the Best Short by a Woman award at 
the 9th Salento International Film Festival, and was a finalist for the 6th Iris Prize. Mahesh’s first 
feature, Varenya, has been selected for IFP’s Emerging Storyteller section and participated in 
Independent Film Week, 2013. It has also been selected for Film Independent’s Screenwriting 
Lab. Mahesh had a successful career in Silicon Valley, ultimately managing a $400M business for 
eBay, before leaving the corporate world to dedicate herself to filmmaking.

She is an MFA candidate at NYU’s Tisch Graduate Film Program, where she was awarded a 
Tisch School of the Arts Fellowship. She also earned an MBA from Harvard Business School.
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bio Geeta Malik received her Master of Fine Arts from UCLA’s graduate film program in 
Production with an emphasis on directing. She wrote and directed the viral narrative short,  
Aunty Gs, which earned a College Television Award (a student Emmy) in comedy production from 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Her short film, Beast, played at Method Fest 
and the Indian Film Festival of Los Angeles. Malik is a recipient of the Edie and Lew Wasserman 
Film Production Award, the Coppel Screenwriting Award and the Jack Nicholson Distinguished 
Director Award.

Malik has directed segments for Showbiz India Television, a nationally broadcast newsmagazine 
featuring the Indian film industry. She has also consulted for the MY HERO Project, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to social activism and media arts education around the globe.

Her first feature film, Troublemaker, premiered at the 2011 Cinequest Film Festival, and is 
distributed by Asian Crush. In 2012, Malik was a finalist for the ABC/Disney Directing Fellowship. 
She recently completed a short film, Shameless, and is currently developing her next feature.  

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
geeta@shetanifilms.com

Geeta Malik
Director



currenT projecT  
Surviving Cliffside (Documentary Feature) 

loGline A West Virginia family faces illness, addiction, and gun violence, while their 
daughter makes a run for Little Miss West Virginia.

bio Jonathan Matthews grew up in Alum Creek, West Virginia. Before becoming a filmmaker, 
Matthews practiced civil rights law for seven years. His last job was Legal Director of the ACLU 
of Connecticut. Four years ago, he quit practicing law to follow his dream and enrolled at NYU’s 
graduate film program. In 2012, he co-directed a film called Black Dog Red Dog, starring James 
Franco, Whoopi Goldberg, and Olivia Wilde. Matthew’s first feature documentary Surviving 
Cliffside – made possible by a grant awarded by Spike Lee – premiered at the 2014 South by 
Southwest Film Festival. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
jonathanlmatthews@gmail.com

Jonathan Matthews
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Code Black (Documentary) 

loGline Code Black follows a team of young, idealistic and energetic ER doctors during 
the transition from the old to the new L.A. County as they try to avoid burnout and improve 
patient care. 

bio Ryan McGarry, M.D. is an assistant professor of emergency medicine and filmmaker 
at The Weill Medical College of Cornell University/New York Presbyterian Medical Center in 
New York City and director of the feature length documentary Code Black, produced by Linda 
Goldstein Knowlton (Whale Rider, Somewhere Between) and executive produced by Marti 
Noxon (Fright Night, I Am Number Four, Mad Men) and Academy Award winner Mark Jonathan 
Harris (Into The Arms Of Strangers, The Long Way Home). The film is a first-person reflection 
of McGarry’s own training at the Los Angeles County General Hospital, one of the birthplaces 
of emergency room medicine. McGarry spent four years in production on Code Black while 
simultaneously working the 24/7 schedule of a young doctor in training -- an especially sleepless 
approach to first-time filmmaking. McGarry studied English at The Pennsylvania State University 
and received his medical degree at The University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. He 
continues to develop scripted and non-fiction projects for both television and film.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Los Angeles Film Festival:  
DIRECTV Best Documentary Feature

conTacT 
pryanmcgarry@gmail.com

Ryan McGarry
Director



currenT projecT  
Mine 9 (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Half a mile underground, nine Appalachian miners struggle to survive after a 
methane explosion leaves them trapped with only a one-hour supply of oxygen.

bio Los Angeles-based filmmaker Edward Mensore completed his undergraduate studies at 
West Virginia University, and he earned his MFA in film and video production from the Savannah 
College of Art and Design in 2002. Since 2010, Mensore has worked as a freelance screenwriter, 
producer and story and development analyst. He also produced multiple live, projection-based 
events and theatre throughout the country.

In 2011, Mensore wrote, produced, directed and edited his first feature film, the psychological 
thriller The Deposition, under his production company Emphatic Films. It was filmed in rural West 
Virginia on a micro-budget. Throughout the 2011 season, The Deposition won fifteen awards, 
including Best Narrative Feature Film at WV Filmmaker Festival, Golden Ace Award at Las Vegas 
International Film festival, Best Editing, Special Effects, and Award of Excellence at Los Angeles 
Movie Awards, and 2nd Place in Gen-Next category at KahBang International Film festival. Other 
major festivals the movie has played include: Philadelphia Independent Film Festival, Louisville 
International Film Festival, Dances With Films, Bare Bones, and Indie Fest.

In 2012, The Deposition was picked up for distribution through Vanguard Cinema. In 2007, 
Mensore’s short film, The Birthday Boy, won the bronze medal at World-Fest in Houston, TX.  
The film went on to screen at over thirty festivals.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab

conTacT 
ermensore@gmail.com

Edward Mensore
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Welcome to the Sandbox (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Upon returning home from Operation: Iraqi Freedom, a female Army medic 
struggles to reconnect with her husband, daughter and civilian life, only to discover that coming 
back to the home front can be as difficult as surviving on the battlefield.

bio Los Angeles native LaToya Morgan is an alumna of the American Film Institute 
Conservatory where she received a MFA in Screenwriting. Post-graduate school, she was 
selected as a Fellow in Film Independent’s Project Involve and later had her feature script place in 
the distinguished Nicholl Fellowship. She is also a 2011 alumna of the prestigious Warner Bros. 
Writers’ Workshop and a newly minted member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 
She is a member of the Producers Guild of America and a 2013 participant in the Power of 
Diversity Workshop. Morgan has been a writer on the Showtime series Shameless, NBC’s 
Parenthood and is currently writing on the new AMC series Turn.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
morganicfilms@gmail.com

LaToya Morgan
Writer / Producer



currenT projecT  
Free the Town (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A mosaic story of three strangers: a native girl, a Brooklyn teen, and a myopic 
filmmaker collide in the unforgiving streets of Freetown, Sierra Leone, as they negotiate their 
identities in the midst of witch hunting fervor.

bio Producer Nikkia Moulterie, born and raised in New York City, is a champion of independent 
films with heart. She has worked on international films such as Bertrand Tavernier’s Quai 
D’Orsay, Per Fly’s Monica Z., as well as domestic productions B-Side, Yelling to the Sky, 
Motherhood, and Exhume. She has worked in all mediums and has collaborated with ABC, 
HBO, MTV, Anonymous Content, and Participant Media. She has also shaped campaigns for 
brands such as Thule, Snapple, Coty, and Nike, to generate content for multiple platforms.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
nikkiamoulterie@gmail.com

Nikkia Moulterie
Producer
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bio Lucy Mukerjee-Brown is an established Development Executive with a reputation for 
having excellent taste in material and a strong network of relationships within the creative 
community. She has produced 20 feature films across all genres and is a member of the 
Producers Guild of America and BAFTA.  

Mukerjee-Brown’s interest in supporting LGBTQ film led to her joining the programming team 
of her local film festival - Q Films Long Beach.  This experience inspired her to become more 
heavily involved in the festival circuit and thanks to Project Involve, she is now an Apprentice 
Programmer for the Sundance Film Festival.  She considers herself a filmmaker’s advocate and 
looks forward to continuing to immerse herself in the film festival scene. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
scriptmistress@gmail.com

Lucy Mukerjee-Brown
Industry Track: Festival Programming 



currenT projecT  
Frank’s World: And Tales of the Fearless Brothers O (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Diverging from the path of his iconic brother, a visionary and energetic physicist 
emerges from the Red Scare and a decade of exile to build the most celebrated science museum in 
the world.

bio Christopher Munch is a producer-writer-director whose most recent feature, Letters From the 
Big Man (2012, SnagFilms), a wilderness story starring Broadway sensation Lily Rabe, was a New 
York Times Critics’ Pick. His past work includes the features Harry and Max (2004, TLA Releasing), 
about two pop idol brothers; The Sleepy Time Gal (2001, Sundance Channel), about a dying 
mother’s search for a lost daughter, starring Jacqueline Bisset and Martha Plimpton; Color of a Brisk 
and Leaping Day (1996, Artistic License), about a young man’s efforts to save a short-line railroad, 
starring Henry Gibson and Michael Stipe; and The Hours and Times (1992), based on the friendship 
of Brian Epstein and John Lennon, which received jury prizes at Sundance and Berlin. All five 
features have played at Sundance and other international festivals. Munch has been a Guggenheim 
Fellow, recipient of the Film Independent Spirit Awards’ Someone to Watch Award, and has been 
featured in two Whitney Biennial exhibitions. He has received artist grants from Creative Capital 
Foundation, AFI/NEA, San Francisco Artspace, Austin Film Society, and the Merchant and Ivory 
Foundation. He recently wrote and directed an ITVS-commissioned short, Return to Elektra Springs. 
Set in the near future, it concerns the spiritual rebirth of an outcast scientist.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track 
Alfred P. Sloan Fast Track Grant

conTacT 
BrothersOppFilm@gmail.com

Christopher Munch
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Shield and Spear (Documentary Feature) 

loGline An artist paints a caricature of South African president Jacob Zuma that provokes 
a lawsuit, death threats, and a massive street protest. Around this incident, the film explores a 
constellation of stories about identity, art, race, and freedom of expression in South Africa, twenty 
years into democracy.

bio Alysa Nahmias is the co-director and producer of the award-winning feature documentary 
Unfinished Spaces (2011) about Cuba’s “forgotten” national art school, which appeared on PBS 
in October 2012. Unfinished Spaces garnered a 2012 Film Independent Spirit Award, numerous 
film festival prizes, and was selected for Sundance’s Film Forward. Nahmias’ producing credits 
also include Tanaquil Le Clercq: Afternoon of a Swan (scheduled to air on PBS American 
Masters, dir. by Nancy Buirski; co-produced with Ric Burns and Nancy Buirski; and creative 
advisor Martin Scorsese); and The Listening Archive (dir. by Laura Foxman). Nahmias’ work has 
been shown at the Venice Biennale, the Los Angeles Film Festival, the Palm Springs International 
Film Festival, the Miami International Film Festival, Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, and 
many others. Nahmias holds a BA from New York University and a master’s degree from 
Princeton University.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
alysanahmias@gmail.com

Alysa Nahmias
Producer



Wesam Nassar
Writer / Director

currenT projecT  
Saeed on the Run (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An Iraqi-American man wrongly accused of a terrorist act ends up running for his 
life alongside a former immigration officer turned violent criminal.

bio Wesam Nassar is a California born Egyptian-American who started his journey as a 
filmmaker on September 11th, 2001, when commissioned to direct a documentary on the 
International Solidarity Movement in Israel and Palestine. For the following six years he jumped 
from one documentary to another, traveling as far east as Baghdad in 2004 and far west as 
Bamako in 2005. In 2006, Nassar shifted his attention to narrative production by creating 
the CCP: A Groundbreaking Community Cinema Program that gave a voice to youth in 
underprivileged communities in Oakland and San Francisco. Joining forces with BAYCAT, Nassar 
produced and directed over six short narrative films through CCP in the span of three years. In 
2011, he returned to Los Angeles and founded Eshmawi Films where he writes, produces and 
directs various commercial projects, music videos, and narrative features.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab 

conTacT 
wesamnassar@eshmawi.com
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currenT projecT  
Mother, I Love You (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Twelve-year old Raimonds is often on his own while his single mom works, 
and routinely at odds with her when they do spend time together, Raimonds finds thrilling 
companionship in Peteris, a boy who steals money from one of the apartments his mother 
cleans. Raimond’s increasingly dangerous decisions will have thorny repercussions for him and 
those close to him. 

bio Janis Nords is a director and writer, known for Mother, I Love You (2013), Amatieris (2008) 
and Return of Sergeant Lapins (2010). 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Los Angeles Film Festival:  
DIRECTV Best Narrative Feature 

conTacT 
Janis.nords@gmail.com

Janis Nords
Writer / Director



currenT projecT  
Hashtag Love (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Hashtag Love is an indie romantic comedy that turns the convention of the genre 
on its head as the film follows a group of friends that pursue love in modern Los Angeles.

bio Colin Oh was born in New York and grew up in Princeton, New Jersey. He has been 
surrounded by art since birth, his mother being a trained painter and his father being a still 
photographer. He is an alumnus of the prestigious American Film Institute Conservatory with an 
M.F.A in cinematography. He has shot many narrative films and music videos that have travelled 
the festival circuit around the world. His work has been featured on The View, Nylon, Huffington 
Post, and MTV UK. A true believer that the next project is his greatest, Oh is always looking 
towards the horizon for unique and interesting stories to tell.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
oh.colin@gmail.com

Colin Oh
Cinematographer
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currenT projecT  
Let the Fire Burn (Documentary Feature) 

loGline On May 13, 1985, a longtime feud between the city of Philadelphia and 
controversial radical urban group MOVE came to a deadly climax. By order of local authorities, 
police dropped military-grade explosives onto a MOVE-occupied rowhouse. 

bio Jason Osder is assistant professor at The George Washington University’s School of 
Media and Public Affairs and a partner at Amigo Media, a color-correction, postproductuon, and 
training company. He co-authored Final Cut Pro Workflows: The Independent Studio Handbook 
with Robbie Carman, his partner at Amigo, and he creates online training courses for Lynda.com. 
Osder received an MAMC in Documentary from The University of Florida.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Film Independent Spirit Awards:  
Stella Artois Truer Than Fiction Award

conTacT 
jasonosder@gmail.com

Jason Osder
Director



bio Richard Parkin is an honors graduate from the University of California, Berkeley and a 
recipient of the Roselyn Schneider Eisner Prize; UC Berkeley’s highest recognition in Film/Video 
arts. He received an MFA in Film Production from the University of California, Los Angeles. His 
work has screened at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles Film Festival, Palm 
Springs ShortFest and has earned awards from the Directors Guild of America and the Academy 
of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences. He currently teaches filmmaking at UCLA’s School of 
Theater, Film and Television.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
parkin.r@gmail.com

Richard Parkin
Director
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currenT projecT  
Welcome to the Sandbox (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Upon returning home from Operation: Iraqi Freedom, a female Army medic 
struggles to reconnect with her husband, daughter and civilian life, only to discover that coming 
back to the home front can be as difficult as surviving on the battlefield.

bio After growing up in Ann Arbor, MI, Jared Parsons graduated from both NYU’s Tisch 
School of the Arts and the American Film Institute Conservatory. Since then, he has produced 
three award-winning feature films as well as numerous shorts and commercials. As a production 
and location manager, Parsons has worked on over a dozen other features starring the likes of 
Elijah Wood, Tobey Maguire, William H. Macy and Helen Hunt. His most recent film as producer, 
3 Days of Normal, which he also co-wrote, was released digitally around the world this summer 
via FilmBuff / Cinetic Rights Management. He also recently produced the first season of Hulu’s 
first original scripted series, Battleground.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
jparso253@yahoo.com

Jared Parsons
Producer



currenT projecT  
Sugar (Narrative Feature) 

loGline When a seasoned war correspondent is executed in a fancy Nairobi suburb, his 
29 year-old lover is forced to confront corrupt politicians, Somali extremists and her own demons 
in order to halt a coup d’état and expose the conspiracy behind his death.

bio A University of Chicago and AFI graduate born in New York and currently residing in Los 
Angeles, Thymaya Payne has directed a number of films including the short films Apparent 
Horizon (starring Peter Coyote), Let’s Not and Say We Did, and Coup De Grace, which premiered 
at the HBO Latino Film festival. In the summer of 2010 he completed his documentary film Love 
Limits, which was later released by Icarus films.

In 2008, Payne began a four-year journey to direct and produce an in-depth documentary 
about Somali piracy and its root causes called Stolen Seas. The film premiered at the Locarno 
Film festival and was awarded the Boccolino’ D’oro. Later, at the Palm Springs Film Festival, 
Stolen Seas won the John Schlesinger award for best Documentary. “A dangerous 90-minute 
immersion in a world where lawlessness applies to all sides” said Variety. The New York Times 
called the Stolen Seas “Magnificent.” Stolen Seas was theatrically released in early 2013.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab 
Directing Lab

conTacT 
topayne1@yahoo.com

Thymaya Payne
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Ad Inexplorata (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An American astronaut prepares for a mission to Mars.

bio Josh Penn is an Academy Award nominated producer, whose films have won over 100 
awards, most notably Beasts of the Southern Wild, which won Sundance’s Grand Jury Prize and 
Cannes’ Camera d’Or, and was nominated for four Academy Awards. In addition, Penn received 
Sundance and Indian Paintbrush’s Producer’s Award and was a nominee for Outstanding 
Producer at the 2013 Producers Guild Awards. He also produced the films Tchoupitoulas and 
Glory at Sea. Upcoming projects include several feature debuts of top emerging filmmakers 
including Ray Tintori, Mark Elijah Rosenberg and Sara Dosa. Penn previously worked as the 
Michigan New Media Director for President Obama’s 2008 campaign and as Senior Program 
Manager for the re-election campaign. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Canon Filmmaker Award

conTacT 
pennjos@gmail.com

Josh Penn
Producer



currenT projecT  
Moment of Truth (Narrative Feature) 

loGline The gripping true story of two rookie California real-estate lawyers who volunteer 
to fight for the freedom of a woman wrongfully sentenced to life behind bars. 

bio Yoav Potash is an award-winning filmmaker and writer. His documentary Crime After 
Crime premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, was a New York Times Critics’ Pick and had a 
national primetime broadcast on OWN, the Oprah Winfrey Network. The film received 25 major 
awards, including the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award, The National Board of Review’s 
Freedom of Expression Award, and The Hillman Prize for Broadcast Journalism. Potash obtained 
unprecedented access to California prisons to make the film, a process he wrote about for The 
Wall Street Journal. His other recent writing, producing, and directing credits include a cinematic 
“book trailer” for Joshua Safran’s critically-acclaimed memoir Free Spirit, and the documentary 
Food Stamped, winner of the Jury Prize at the San Francisco Independent Film Festival and an 
official selection of Whole Foods Market’s online film festival, Do Something Reel. Potash  
is a graduate of UC Berkeley, where he earned the university’s top prize in creative writing.  
A draft of his screenplay, Moment of Truth, has been selected as one of 27 semifinalists in the 
drama category of the 2013 Austin Film Festival’s Screenplay Competition, which had over  
3,000 submissions. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab

conTacT 
yopo@yoavpotash.com

Yoav Potash
Writer / Director / Producer
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bio Born in Mexico City in 1983, Rodrigo Reyes attended colleges in UC San Diego, Madrid, 
and Mexico City, earning a degree in International Studies. Reyes has channeled his multi-cultural 
background into becoming a filmmaker, creating films characterized by visceral, poetic images 
that capture intimate and raw portraits of reality.

In 2012, Reyes was selected for the prestigious IFP Documentary Labs in NYC with his latest 
documentary, Purgatorio. Funded in part by the Mexican Ministry of Film, it premiered in 
competition at the 2013 Guadalajara International Film Festival and the Los Angeles Film Festival 
to great reviews. With its bold and compelling vision of the US-Mexico border, it has toured more 
than 30 festivals around the world, including MoMA’s Documentary Fortnight, and winning the 
Jury Awards at the New Orleans Film Festival and This Human World in Vienna. In the summer of 
2013, Reyes was selected by Filmmaker Magazine as one of the 25 New Faces of Film.

In 2014, Tribeca Film Institute awarded Reyes the prestigious Heineken Voces Grant in support of 
his upcoming film, Sanson and Me. He currently divides his time between Mexico and Northern 
California. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Canon Filmmaker Award

conTacT 
mrrodrigoreyes@gmail.com

Rodrigo Reyes
Director / Producer



currenT projecT  
Shield and Spear (Documentary Feature) 

loGline An artist paints a caricature of South African president Jacob Zuma that provokes 
a lawsuit, death threats, and a massive street protest. Around this incident, the film explores a 
constellation of stories about identity, art, race, and freedom of expression in South Africa, twenty 
years into democracy.

bio Petter Ringbom is a New York-based director of documentary and narrative films. His 
debut feature documentary The Russian Winter, a film about American musician John Forté, 
premiered at Tribeca Film Festival in 2012 and screened at IDFA, Moscow International Film 
Festival, and Gothenburg International Film Festival. His short film May Fly, premiered at 
Stockholm International Film Festival and screened at festivals around the world. Ringbom’s 
video collaboration with the artist Karl Haendel, Questions for My Father, has been shown at 
Harris Lieberman Gallery, Susanne Vielmetter Projects, Utah Museum of Contemporary Arts, and 
Wexner Center for the Arts. Questions for My Father was selected for the Art Video program at 
Art Basel Miami in 2012. After studying at the Cooper Union School of Art in New York, Ringbom 
partnered in the creative agency Flat, where he served as an art director for clients like MoMA, 
Red Cross and Knoll. He has taught at Parsons School of Design and New York University and 
served on the board of the American Institute of Graphic Arts.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
info@petterringbom.com

Petter Ringbom
Director
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currenT projecT  
Commerce (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A spiraling compulsion threatens to alienate a Los Angeles businessman from his 
family and leads to a chance meeting with a young gambler who could save or destroy him in the 
City of Commerce. 

bio Lisa Robertson wrote and directed her short film, Commerce, as a fellow of the American 
Film Institute Directing Workshop for Women. Robertson won an Adrienne Shelly Foundation 
Award Grant in support of taking the short to feature. Numerous festival awards followed and 
Commerce qualified for Academy Award consideration and was a top five live-action short 
download on iTunes. 

Robertson was selected as a fellow of the Film Independent Screenwriting Lab in 2012 for her 
feature screenplay, Commerce. The film is slated for production in Summer 2014.

After enjoying a young career as a professional dancer in her native Australia, Robertson was 
spotted by director Jane Campion and auditioned to final consideration for the role of “Kay” in 
Ms. Campion’s debut feature, Sweetie. Robertson subsequently trained as an actor in London, 
San Francisco, and with acclaimed coach Larry Moss in Los Angeles.  

Recognizing her talents as a director and acting coach, Moss began referring Robertson 
industry-wide. Coaching credits include: Munich, Rendition, Eddie Izzard’s series lead in  
The Riches, Valkyrie, Ocean’s Thirteen; the Russell Crowe feature, Tenderness; Annabeth Gish 
in The Bridge, Brotherhood; Noel Fisher in Red, The Pacific. Also, The Stoning Of Soraya M 
(title role); The Hunger Games; Mad Men; Boss: Perception; Ugly Betty; Bones; The O.C in a 
list that ranges to the hundreds. Her work as an on-set coach brought her to the attention of 
Showrunners Nicole Yorkin and Dawn Prestwich (The Riches, The Killing) who mentored her 
transition to writing and directing.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab

conTacT 
lisarobertson16@gmail.com

Lisa Robertson
Writer / Director



bio Lissette Rodriguez was raised in Whittier, California by Dominican émigrés. As a teenager 
she attended the LA County High School for the Arts, where she followed a concentration in 
Visual Arts and fell in love with film. She graduated from New York University with a double 
major in Film & TV Production and Spanish. It was at NYU that Rodriguez discovered a love of 
editing, and decided to pursue it as a career. She has edited shorts, and has worked on various 
commercials, features and TV shows as an Assistant Editor. She is currently working as an 
Assistant Editor on a feature entitled Life After Beth. Rodriguez lives in Los Angeles, and when 
she isn’t doing film-related things, she’s pursuing her other passions, which include drawing, 
cooking and foreign languages.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
creator153@hotmail.com

Lissette Rodriguez
Editor
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currenT projecT   
Day Out of Days (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Day Out of Days is a female-driven narrative about a 40-year old actress who 
fights to find meaning in her life and career in an ever-youthful world.

bio Kate Roughan is currently in production on Zoe Cassavetes’ film, Day Out of Days. 
She’s an independent producer whose last film, Birth Story: Ina May Gaskin and the Farm 
Midwives won the Los Angeles Film Festival’s 2012 Audience Award, was nominated for a Film 
Independent Spirit Award grant, became part of the curriculum at Harvard and Yale University, 
and was one of five projects selected to participate in Sundance Artist Services through Film 
Independent. She recently worked with Industrial Light and Magic/Skywalker Sound at Skywalker 
Ranch producing Los Angeles Film Festival’s 2013 filmmaker retreat with Guest Director David O. 
Russell. Roughan has worked for the Sundance Film Festival (2012 & 2013) producing the highly 
successful off screen content series featuring filmmakers/artists/activists and visionaries. She 
also specializes in social issue short form films and, through Wondros Global, has worked with 
the Nike Foundation, ONE Organization, The Nature Conservancy, Pearl Jam Foundation, Guthy 
Jackson foundation and others. Roughan associate produced Film Independent Spirit Award 
nominated and Silver Docs Music Doc Winner, You’re Gonna Miss Me, about schizophrenic 
musician Roky Erickson from the 13th Floor Elevators along with Miranda July’s One Woman 
Show, which later became The Future. She also served as event producer/film advisor for the 
non-profit arts organization Film Independent where she produced over 40 events for clients 
such as The Los Angeles Times, Kodak, Technicolor, Deluxe, Canon, Producers Guild of 
America, Adobe and a variety of others. Roughan was selected to participate in IFP No Borders 
International Co-Production Market and is a fellow of Film Independent’s Producing Lab and Fast 
Track (a film financing market). She holds an MFA from UCLA’s School of Film, Television and 
Digital Media and is a current member of the Producers Guild of America.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Panavision Grant

conTacT 
kateroughan@gmail.com

Kate Roughan
Producer



currenT projecT  
Music in Liminal Spaces (Documentary Feature) 

loGline A musical exploration on the front lines of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
rights movement in India

bio Jeff Roy is a filmmaker, music composer, and Fulbright-mtvU Fellow based in Los Angeles 
and Mumbai. Roy holds an MA in ethnomusicology from UCLA and is a PhD candidate in the  
same field.

Roy is the director of two feature-length documentaries and the producer of a narrative film.  
His directorial debut film, Rites of Passage, follows a 42 year-old devout Muslim from India  
named Maya (formerly Mohammed) through the physical and spiritual challenges of sexual 
reassignment surgery. Since its premiere, the film screened in competition at over 50 film 
festivals, winning numerous awards. The feature-length version, Mohammed to Maya,  
is currently screening in film festivals around the world.

Roy recently received a Fulbright-mtvU Fellowship to direct the documentary Music in Liminal 
Spaces. The film explores the lives of Mumbai’s underground musicians and dancers who are 
making an impact on the future of LGBT rights in India. During its ten month-long production in 
2012-13, the project engaged its audience with monthly video installments on the Fulbright-mtvU 
website: http://www.Fulbright.mtvU.com/jroy. The film is currently in feature-length development. 

Roy is also the lead producer for a narrative film, Relapse, which is part of the Project Involve  
shorts development program. 

In his other life as a professional violinist and vocalist, Roy has performed internationally with 
renowned musicians including Dave Brubeck, LeAnn Rimes, Ali Jihad Racy, Ustad Imrat Khan and 
Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil. Roy also composes global fusion music for film and  
live performances.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
jeff.roy@live.com

Jeff Roy
Director
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currenT projecT  
Dark Karma (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Two South Indian girls in West Virginia try to evade arranged marriage and escape 
their borderline mother’s brutal physical and emotional abuse.

bio Chitra Elizabeth Sampath is a Peabody and Prism award winning and NAACP Image 
Award-nominated screenwriter making her directing debut. She has worked in various capacities 
in television on projects such as The Killing and Saving Grace. Sampath’s writing credits include 
SouthLand and Fox’s new hit drama, Sleepy Hollow. She is a native of Charleston, West Virginia 
and an alumna of the Fox Writers Intensive and NBC’s Writers on the Verge. A survivor of 
domestic abuse, Sampath is especially drawn to stories of complicated faith, family, survival and 
loss. She currently resides in Los Angeles with her ungrateful cat and has several feature film and 
television projects in the works.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Directing Lab

conTacT 
chitra.sampath@gmail.com 

Chitra Elizabeth Sampath
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Rogue Taxidermy (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A young woman tests the boundaries between love and infatuation as she 
attempts to salvage a relationship through a piece of rogue taxidermy.

bio Ian Samuels is a director based in Los Angeles. His work has screened at festivals 
including Telluride Film Festival, Slamdance, Los Angeles Film Festival, Iris Prize, and  
Fantastic Fest.

He has worked for the Jim Henson Company and Sesame Street. He is a director with Benjamin 
Millepied’s production company, The Amoveo Company and is currently writing and directing a 
show for MTV(other).

Samuels received his MFA from California Institute of the Arts in film directing and a BFA from 
Bard College in film / video. He is a 2014 Film Independent Project Involve Fellow.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve 

conTacT 
samuels.ian@gmail.com

Ian Samuels
Director
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currenT projecT  
Solitaire King (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Newly released Palestinian political prisoner Ziad does not feel he is the hero 
everyone hails him to be. Unable to relive past basketball glory, nor attain the girl of his future; 
Solitaire King follows a hallucinating Ziad determined to become the champion he believes he is 
expected to be.

bio Shrihari Sathe has produced many short films, including Breaking the Chain, Golden Palm 
Award winner at Mexico International Film Festival (2010). Sathe co-produced First Day of Peace, 
Grand Jury Prize winner at Slamdance Film Festival (2010) and Off Season, a BAFTA (2010) 
nominee.

Sathe’s films have played at festivals all over the world. Born and raised in Mumbai, Sathe 
received his bachelor’s degree from University of Michigan, Ann Arbor where he majored in Film 
and Video Studies (High Honors), and Global Media and Culture. He has received fellowships 
from the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, Producers Guild of America, IFP, and Film 
Independent, to name a few. In 2009 Sathe received the Entertainment Partners’ Best Producer 
Award at the Columbia University Film Festival. Sathe has an MFA-Film Degree from Columbia 
University’s School of the Arts in New York. He is a visiting faculty member at St. Xavier’s College, 
Mumbai.

Sathe was an UPM/Associate Producer on Sweet Little Lies. Pervertigo, an American-indie Sathe 
produced, was selected to be a part of IFP Independent Narrative Filmmaker Labs (2011) and 
world premiered at the 2012 Warsaw and Mumbai film festivals. Sathe was selected to attend 
the 2011 Film Independent Producing Lab with the narrative feature Man With Van. Sathe’s 
latest feature production, It Felt Like Love, premiered at 2013 Sundance Film Festival and 2013 
International Film Festival Rotterdam to great reviews. Sathe is currently in post-production on his 
feature directorial debut—Ek Hazarachi Note (1000 Rupee Note).

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
ssathe@gmail.com

Shrihari Sathe
Producer
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currenT projecT  
New Mexican Rain (Narrative Feature) 

loGline It’s 1983 and 11 year-old Rain wants sex, the only problem is she has no idea 
what that means. With her self-absorbed parents distracted by their pending divorce, Rain is left 
alone to navigate the complexities of boys and love and everything in between.

bio Amber Sealey is a Los Angeles-based filmmaker who was born in England and raised 
in Santa Fe. Her second feature as writer, director and actor, How to Cheat (Winner Best 
Performance Award LAFF 2011, Winner Best Narrative Film & Best Acting BendFilm 2011), 
was called “amazing...laugh-out-loud hilarious” and “one of the most relevant and eloquent 
portraits of modern marriage to date.” How to Cheat premiered at the L.A. Film Festival and 
went on to screen at MontrealWorld, BendFilm, Indie Memphis, Cinequest, Oxford Film Festival 
and Cucalorus; it is being distributed by Cinetic-FilmBuff and is available on iTunes, Amazon 
and other digital platforms. Her first film, A Plus D (available on IndiePixFilms.com), premiered at 
Montreal World, where critics said, “Fact and fiction are obliterated... edgy, anguished, funny... 
The acting is astonishing... I thought of Cassavetes, Winterbottom.” Sealey was shortlisted for 
the 2012 Film Independent Spirit Awards’ Someone to Watch category, and featured in the 
“Futures” section of IndieWire. Her upcoming third feature, New Mexican Rain, was selected as 
part of the 2013 Film Independent Directing Lab.

Sealey has worked as an actor, both in the US and the UK. She is the voice of many audio 
books, notably the Meg Cabot Princess Diaries Series. Schooling includes UCSC and in 
London – RADA and Central. Her acting credits include The Good Night with Gwyneth Paltrow, 
Big Nothing with David Schwimmer and Simon Pegg, and Masterpiece Classic’s Bertie and 
Elizabeth. As a performer and devisor she worked in London for six years with the award- 
winning physical theatre company, Shunt. Her performance art work has been shown at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Hoxton Hall, Battersea Arts Centre, 291 Gallery, Bongo Club in 
Edinburgh, Croydon Film Festival, the Museum Of, and the REDCAT Theatre.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
contact@ambersealey.com

Amber Sealey
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Farewell, Ferris Wheel (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Farewell, Ferris Wheel explores the dual morality of the H-2B seasonal migrant 
work visa through the lens of the American Carnival and a Mexican town that provides one third 
of the labor that staffs the carnivals.

bio Jamie Sisley will soon be premiering Farewell, Ferris Wheel, his first feature documentary 
as a director, which won the TAA Creative Promise Award from the Tribeca Film Institute. The film 
received funding from Latino Public Broadcasting, ITVS, and the Tribeca Film Institute. His short 
films include: Kiss of Mint, Ladybug, and Ear.Nose.Eye. Prior to film, Sisley spent six years as a 
manager in the music industry. He received a bachelor’s degree in business from the University 
of Virginia and is currently pursuing an M.F.A. in Film at Columbia University, where he won the 
Jesse Thompkins III Emerging Storyteller Award and was nominated for the prestigious Princess 
Grace Award.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
jamie.sisley@mac.com

Jamie Sisley
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT   
Wayward (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Carole, a working class, middle-aged woman, is convinced that if she sacrifices 
everything she owns to an evangelical church that is the new craze in her West Texas hometown, 
she will finally find happiness and peace from her guilt ridden past. Little does she know, 
however, that the waywardness that has defined her life will be the key to freeing her troubled 
soul.

bio Iliana Sosa is a filmmaker currently based in Los Angeles. She was born and raised in 
El Paso, Texas along the U.S.-Mexico Border to Mexican immigrant parents. A first-generation 
college graduate and a former Bill Gates Millennium Scholar, she received a BA in Latin American 
Studies and a minor in French from Southwestern University. She studied documentary 
filmmaking at the University of Buenos Aires during her undergraduate career. Additionally, she 
holds an MFA in film directing and production from UCLA where she wrote and directed several 
shorts that have played at numerous festivals. Her thesis film, Child of the Desert, starring Film 
Independent Spirit Award winner, Dale Dickey, won Best Short Film and the Texas Award at the 
2012 Oscar qualifying USA Film Festival. She recently adapted and directed the independent 
feature, Detained in the Desert, based on Josefina Lopez’s play by the same name. She is the 
recipient of numerous awards, including a Graduate Opportunity Fellowship from UCLA, a Steven 
Bochco Fellowship, the Edie and Lew Wasserman Fellowship, the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Award, the Carroll Sax Award, and the National Hispanic Foundation of the Arts Scholarship. She 
is currently working on developing her next feature, Wayward, where she pitched the project as 
part of the Transatlantic Talent Lab at the 2013 Reykjavik Film Festival.  

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
sosa.iliana@gmail.com 

Iliana Sosa 
Director
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currenT projecT  
Rightfooted (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Rightfooted chronicles Jessica Cox’s struggle to overcome enormous physical 
and emotional obstacles to become the world’s first armless pilot and her transformation into an 
activist for the handicapped in America and abroad.

bio Nick Spark is a Los Angeles-based writer and documentarian with a long-standing 
passion for unconventional characters, including the oft-overlooked female heroine. The Legend 
of Pancho Barnes, which he produced and wrote, profiles gender-bending pilot Florence 
“Pancho” Barnes, a forgotten rival of Amelia Earhart. It won the L.A. area Emmy in 2010, 
screened in numerous film festivals and continues to air on public television stations in the USA 
and abroad. He also wrote and directed the Cold War documentary Regulus: The First Nuclear 
Missile Submarines, which appeared on Discovery. An accomplished writer of non-fiction 
and history, Spark was the associate editor for Wings and Airpower magazines. He has also 
appeared on PBS’ History Detectives, Japan’s NHK and National Public Radio concerning his 
research projects. He is an MFA graduate of the U.S.C. School of Cinematic Arts and has an 
undergraduate degree in Creative Writing from the University of Arizona.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab
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nicktspark@gmail.com

Nick Spark
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
New Mexican Rain (Narrative Feature) 

loGline It’s 1983 and 11 year-old Rain wants sex, the only problem is she has no idea 
what that means. With her self-absorbed parents distracted by their pending divorce, Rain is left 
alone to navigate the complexities of boys and love and everything in between.

bio Ted Speaker was a producer on Lynn Shelton’s 2009 Sundance darling, Humpday, and 
worked with Shelton on her previous feature, My Effortless Brilliance. Speaker co-produced 
Dusty Bias’ 2011 film, Prairie Love, which premiered at Sundance in 2011 and went on to win 
two Grand Jury prizes and an Emerging Filmmaker award for Bias. Speaker was an associate 
producer and composer on Amber Sealey’s award-winning second feature, How to Cheat 
(Los Angeles Film Festival, 2011), and is producing Dusty Bias’ upcoming sophomore feature, 
Big Man, starring Jeremy Davies and Melanie Lynskey. He also has a wealth of experience in 
programming, marketing, and sales, and is an accomplished musician and composer.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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tspeaker@gmail.com

Ted Speaker
Producer
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currenT projecT  
My Uncle Gloria (Documentary Feature) 

loGline At age 66, Bernard “Butch” Rosichan, a Jewish, balding pot-bellied and 
homophobic owner of an auto wrecking business undergoes a risky sex change operation.  
Rosichan is reborn as “Gloria Stein” and attempts to reunite with her dysfunctional family while 
also becoming a leading advocate for transgender rights.

bio Robyn Symon debuted in the indie film arena in 2007 producing, directing and editing the 
feature documentary Transformation: The Life & Legacy of Werner Erhard about the founder of 
one of the most controversial cultural figures of all time. At its New York premiere, the film was 
acquired by Screen Media Films/Universal and Ocule Films for foreign sales.

A two-time Emmy winning Writer/Producer/Director/Editor, Symon began her career as a 
television news reporter before joining PBS in Miami in 1991 producing documentaries, public 
affairs programs and the TV series Florida!, which also ran for six seasons on The Travel 
Channel.  For PBS, Symon wrote and produced the highly acclaimed pledge special, Boleros: 
Unforgettable Love Song featuring Latin musical stars and the docu-series Voices of Vision, with 
NPR’s Scott Simon about non-profit organizations worldwide.

Symon’s other documentary film credits include: Hedy&Yumi: Crossing the Bridge (Best Doc 
at Le Femme Film Fest), about a holocaust couple turned relationship experts, YES: Young 
Entrepreneurs’ Society revealing young millionaires’ secrets of success.  In 2013 Symon produced 
and directed Behind the Blue Veil, hailed by the New York Times and Hollywood Reporter as a 
“deadly serious” and “powerful film” about the ancient Tuareg known as the blue people of the 
Sahara caught in the middle of the War on Terror in North Africa. In addition to two Suncoast 
Emmys, Symon has been honored with numerous national awards for writing and producing 
including 3 Telly awards, 2 NABJ awards and honors by both the Associated Press and UPI. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab
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robyn@symonproductions.com

Robyn Symon
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Broad Street Diner (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Three elderly male friends who meet daily at a neighborhood diner, find that 70 is 
the new 40 as they deal with friendship, new love, sickness and fatherhood, making it hard for 
them to retire from “Life.”

bio Fred Thomas Jr. the seven time 2012 N.A.A.C.P award nominee and winner of Best 
Director, Best Playwright and Best Producer for his play 12’ x 9’ is an alumnus of Lincoln 
University, where he received his Bachelors in Journalism before attending Temple University and 
receiving his Masters in Film and Media Arts.

To date, Thomas is the producer of the feature The Bachelor Party for Image Entertainment, 
director and a producer of the film 24 Hour Love, director/writer on the web series The Taboo 
Diaries, director on Moms, the web series, and the co-writer/producer/director for the stage play 
What Would Divas Do? Divalogues, for TV One’s Network show R&B Divas L.A.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab

conTacT 
illtown215@yahoo.com

Fred Thomas, Jr.
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
The Oldest Man Alive (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A suicidal octogenarian inventor finds a reason to live in a young Romanian 
woman who saves him from drowning. 

bio New York-based Antonio Tibaldi has worked as writer/director/producer in the film 
industries of Europe, Australia and North America. In 1992 he co-wrote and directed On My 
Own, which screened at Sundance 1993 and was nominated for six AFI awards (Australian 
Oscar Equivalent) and one Genie award (Canada’s Oscar equivalent). He directed four other 
features: Running Against (Sundance 1997, winner Cinequest and Prix Italia 1997); Little Boy 
Blue (winner Mystfest, Cattolica 1997, Hamptons); Claudine’s Return (Berlin, Winner Fort 
Lauderdale 1999); and Lupomannaro. His documentary feature [S]comparse, which he also 
produced, won the Spirit Award at the Brooklyn Film Festival 2011.

Tibaldi’s films have been presented at festivals such as Berlin, Sundance, San Sebastian, 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Tribeca, Los Angeles Independent, Cinequest, Hamptons, Palm 
Springs. The film has been released by companies such as Miramax, Warner Bros., and 
Lionsgate. As a writer he has written screenplays for Gay Talese and Nick Pileggi.

After 9/11 he was asked by RAI (Italian TV) to shoot a series of documentaries related to the 
aftermath of the terrorist attack. That experience led to a prolific collaboration with UNTV (United 
Nations TV) making documentaries to shed light on under-reported realities in South and Central 
America, Africa, and Asia. Tibaldi received an MFA from Calarts where he was a Fulbright scholar.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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tibaldiantonio@gmail.com

Antonio Tibaldi
Writer / Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Chesapeake (Narrative Feature) 

loGline After falling off the roof at a New Year’s Eve house party, Owen, a vending machine 
proprietor, decides that it’s time to make some wholesale changes in his life and resolves to 
become a better man over the course of the next year.

bio Emily Ting is a graduate of the Film/TV program at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts. Ting 
has made several shorts that have screened at film festivals across the nation and broadcast 
on cable and/or online. Her latest short, The Distance Between, starring Amber Stevens, just 
finished its festival run and picked up the award for Best Short Film Omaha Film Festival. Her 
feature documentary, Family Inc., screened at several film festivals nationwide and was picked 
up for distribution by 7th Art Releasing and can be seen on the Documentary Channel. Ting also 
produced the feature The Kitchen, an ensemble comedy directed by Ishai Setton and starring 
Laura Prepon, Bryan Greenberg, and Dreama Walker. The film premiered as the Closing Night 
Film of the Gen Art Film Festival and was picked up for distribution by Monterey Media. It is 
currently available everywhere on DVD and Digital Download. Additionally, Ting served as the 
Associate Producer for Yen Tan’s Pit Stop, which premiered at Sundance in 2013 and Executive 
Producer for Dave Boyle’s forthcoming Man from Reno, currently in post. She served as  
Co-Executive Producer on Aaron Katz and Martha Stephens’ Land Ho!. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab 
Canon Filmmaker Award
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Emily@unboundfeet.com

Emily Ting
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Farewell, Ferris Wheel (Documentary Feature) 

loGline Farewell, Ferris Wheel explores the dual morality of the H-2B seasonal migrant 
work visa through the lens of the American Carnival and a Mexican town that provides one third 
of the labor that staffs the carnivals.

bio Mayuran Tiruchelvam co-founded Dodgeville films in 2011. His most recent documentary, 
To Be Takei, is a portrait of actor/activist George Takei, directed by Jennifer Kroot (It Came From 
Kuchar), which premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival. Tiruchelvam’s screenwriting and 
producing debut, The Girl Is In Trouble, was Executive Produced by Spike Lee. The script was  
a selection of the 2010 Tribeca Film Festival’s All Access program. Tiruchelvam and his partner  
are currently developing Nancy with director Christina Choe. Nancy was selected for the 2013 
IFP Emerging Storytellers Lab, as well as the 2013 Venice Film Festival’s Biennale College 
Cinema Program.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Documentary Lab

conTacT 
mtiruchelvam@mac.com

Mayuran Tiruchelvam
Producer
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currenT projecT  
Star Power (Narrative Feature) 

loGline In the future renewable energy has long been perfected but the world must now 
deal with the consequences of its never-ending lust for energy.

bio Alan Torres is a visionary cinematographer looking to break the limits of conventional 
filmmaking by creating imagery previously thought unimaginable. Raised as a midwesterner in a 
Mexican-American family, Torres grew up fascinated by technology and preferred to tinker with 
his fathers Apple computer than play outside with the neighborhood kids. From a young age 
Torres was pushed by his parents to be creative and was given his first video camera in seventh 
grade. Torres combined his technical and creative skills to direct his first film, a twenty-five minute 
short titled The Fuzz, which was heavily based off of Beverly Hills Cop and Miami Vice. A few 
years later while on a family vacation, Torres was introduced to scuba diving and discovered a 
new world of cinematic possibilities underwater. From that moment forward Torres knew that a 
career as a cinematographer would combine his intrinsic desire for technology, adventure, and 
creativity in his life.

Torres began his formal study of film at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor in 2008 where he 
surrounded himself with like-minded filmmakers. During his time in college he worked on his 
colleague’s projects in varying capacities with an emphasis on cinematography. In addition to 
directing two award-winning documentaries, Torres’s college career culminated with his role 
as the director of photography of Duvid, one of the university’s largest productions to date 
premiering at the Traverse City Film Festival to rave reviews.

Not wasting any time, Torres moved to Los Angeles twelve hours after his graduation ceremony 
and has been working as a freelance cinematographer ever since. He recently wrapped 
production on Consideration, his first feature film as director of photography.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve

conTacT 
alan@alan-torres.com

Alan Torres
Cinematographer
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currenT projecT  
Love on the Tundra (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Seemingly together, type-A Emily becomes obsessed with trying to “save” 
mentally ill Jacob, but in the process of helping him get better, begins to psychologically unravel 
herself.

bio Dana Turken is a Los Angeles-based filmmaker whose work lives somewhere between 
the real and the surreal, the dramatic and the comically absurd. She has directed eight short 
films and one play, through the Francis Ford Coppola One Act Festival. Turken grew up in Detroit 
and spent her youth training as a dancer. She studied semiotics at Brown University, directing at 
Prague’s FAMU Film Academy, and received her MFA in directing from UCLA’s School of Theater, 
Film, and Television.  A member of the International Cinematographers Guild, she spent five 
years in New York working in the camera department on feature films, episodic television, music 
videos, and commercials, before moving to Los Angeles to pursue her MFA at UCLA.

Turken’s short film, Love on the Tundra, screened at the Seattle International Film Festival and 
the Athens Film and Video Festival, among others. Her film, Arthur and the Bunnies, premiered at 
the Palm Springs International ShortFest, and went on to screen at numerous venues, including 
Comic-Con, Camerimage, Mill Valley Film Festival, Cucalorus, REDCAT, and the Columbus 
International Film Festival where it won the Best of Festival award. In 2012, she was a directing 
fellow in Film Independent’s Project Involve. She recently directed a short screwball comedy, 
produced by Film Independent and sponsored by the Lincoln Motor Company and Vanity Fair. 
Turken is currently writing a script for independent producer Bergen Swanson about the 1960s 
battle between Robert Moses and Jane Jacobs.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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danaturken@gmail.com

Dana Turken
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Jane (Narrative Feature) 

loGline After her sister’s fatal back alley abortion, Teresa, a bright, but naïve 1960’s 
college student, joins “Jane,” an underground group who break the law and risk their lives to help 
women find access to safe abortions. 

bio Natalija Vekic is a screenwriter and director whose short films The Sacred Heart and  
The Girl with the Pearl Suspended have screened at the New York Underground Film Festival, 
Ann Arbor Film Festival, and Mill Valley International Film Festival. Vekic won a Golden Gate 
Award at the San Francisco International Film Festival for her short film Lost & Found, was the 
recipient of the prestigious Princess Grace Award in Film and a San Francisco Individual Arts 
Commission Grant. 

She is a co-producer on the documentary Strand: A Natural History of Cinema, directed by long 
time collaborator Christian Bruno. Strand received the inaugural Film Independent Fast Track 
HBO Fellowship and was selected to participate in the Documentary Lab at Film Independent.

Vekic is a recent graduate of the UCLA MFA screenwriting program where she spent countless 
sleepless nights writing screenplays and TV pilots. She received the Executive Board Award 
Fellowship, a UCLA Graduate Fellowship and was one of eight writers selected to work 
with Academy Award-winning screenwriter and UCLA alum Dustin Lance Black in a feature 
screenwriting seminar. She researched and wrote Jane, which was inspired by a brave group of 
feminists in Chicago who broke the law to make sure women had access to safe abortions.

Vekic has a special place in her screenplays for runaways, outlaws and all the beautiful misfits 
who make the world so amazing. Family turmoil, forgiveness and how the past always manages 
to creep into the present — are at the heart of many of her scripts. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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Natalija Vekic
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
God Loves Stu (Narrative Feature) 

loGline In this true story, middle-aged Stu Rasmussen embarks on a journey of gender 
transformation, while at the same time convincing his conservative Oregon hometown to elect 
him as the nation’s first transgender mayor.

bio Aldo Velasco is a filmmaker and playwright born in Guadalajara, Mexico. He received his 
MFA in Film Production from the UCLA School of Theatre, Film and Television. His short films 
have screened at the Sundance, SXSW, and Los Angeles Film Festivals, among others. In 2009, 
he received a grant from ITVS (Independent Television Service) to write and direct the short film 
Tent City, for the first season of the online Futurestates series. Velasco is also an editor of feature 
films. Recently, he edited Chittagong, the epic Indian historical drama produced by Project 
Involve alumna Shonali Bose. He also edited Grace Lee’s political mock documentary Janeane 
From Des Moines, which premiered at the Toronto Film Festival. Velasco’s play, The True History 
of Coca-Cola in Mexico, has been produced in several theatres around the country, including 
the San Diego Repertory Theatre, the Empty Space in Seattle, and most recently the GALA 
Hispanic Theater in Washington, D.C. His short film, INFITD, was selected by UCLA Professor 
Chon Noriega as one of the 100 Best Chicano Films of all time. Velasco has worked as a private 
investigator in Los Angeles. His investigation of the Mario Rocha case was featured in the film 
Mario’s Story, which won the Audience Award for Best Documentary Feature at the Los Angeles 
Film Festival in 2006.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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Aldo Velasco
Writer / Director
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bio Reigning from Nicaragua and growing up in Miami, Florida, Fernando Viquez is an award-
winning producer/editor experienced in various capacities in film, television, advertising and new 
media. Viquez has produced and edited hundreds of projects ranging from commercials, trailers, 
music videos, behind-the-scenes featurettes and concert specials – and now narrative films.

Early in his career, Viquez developed his craft in production. After a brief stint in the advertising 
agency world, Viquez moved into behind-the-scenes indulging in all levels - climbing the ladder 
from assistant, coordinator, supervisor and eventually producer. During that time, Viquez thrived 
in the edit room, learning all aspects of post-production, including editorial and graphics.  

As a dedicated picture editor, Viquez has been able to blend creativity and emotion. His editing 
forte showcases storytelling, complimented with vitality. Viquez has received countless accolades 
with several industry awards, including Gold and Silver Addys, Tellys and a Grammy nomination 
for Gloria Estefan’s Don’t Stop worldwide DVD release.   

Currently, Viquez continues to be driven as he seeks to work in feature films. He recently edited 
two epic short films that received high praise and recognition in the festival circuit. Falling Snow 
is a dramatic coming of age story about an adopted foreign girl and her relationship with her new 
American family in the shadows of a disturbing childhood. In the award-winning short Letter from 
Lorca, Spain’s greatest poet and dramatist Federico Garcia Lorca’s final voice is heard through a 
letter as Civil War breaks out in Spain 1936.   

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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fernando@firstcutfilms.com

Fernando Viquez
Editor
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currenT projecT  
Imperial Dreams (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A 21-year-old reformed gangster’s devotion to his family and his future is put to 
the test when he is released from prison and returns to his old stomping grounds in Watts, Los 
Angeles.

bio Malik Vitthal was born in Los Angeles and was immersed in Eastern philosophy at an 
early age while traveling the world with his mother. Vitthal was selected to represent the United 
States three times as a Delegate at the World Youth Conference for Peace in India. An alumnus 
of the USC School of Cinematic Arts and a Film Independent Fellow, he has made six short films 
that have been screened at festivals worldwide. He also participated in the inaugural 2011-12 
Jerusalem International Film Lab. Vitthal co-wrote the screenplay Imperial Dreams, which was 
developed at the 2011 Sundance Institute Screenwriters Lab where it received the Time Warner 
Storytelling Grant and the Lynn Auerbach Screenwriting Fellowship. His feature directorial debut 
of Imperial Dreams was an official selection at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival. 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
ARRI Feature Film Grant
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Malik Vitthal
Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Posthumous (Narrative Feature) 

loGline Posthumous centers on a struggling artist whose artwork skyrockets in value 
when he is mistakenly thought to have killed himself. Spurred by his gallerist, the artist continues 
the charade by pretending to be his own brother, but the entire plan is put in jeopardy when he 
befriends a resourceful reporter and they begin to show each other the true value of life, art  
and love. 

bio Lulu Wang is the recipient of the 2014 Roger and Chaz Ebert Fellowship, which was 
awarded at the Film Independent Spirit Awards and includes a cash grant of $10,000. She 
most recently wrote and directed Posthumous, a comedic love story set in Berlin, starring Jack 
Huston, Brit Marling and Lambert Wilson. 

Wang was born in Beijing, raised in Miami, educated in Boston, and currently works in Los 
Angeles as a filmmaker. She has been a classically trained concert pianist since the age of four 
and discovered film as the perfect medium to combine her passion for music and rhythm with 
storytelling. Wang began her career in documentary films and was commissioned to direct 
Fishing the Gulf in the Chiriqui region of Panama. The film has screened at festivals worldwide 
and won best documentary for Landmark Theatre’s Little Big Films Competition. 

After making the transition to Hollywood in 2007, Wang has worked on major big-budget 
productions including Rush Hour 3 and Judd Apatow’s Superbad and Pineapple Express. Upon 
realizing that she makes a terrible assistant, Wang supported herself by making settlement 
documentaries for law firms and also formed Flying Box Productions in 2008 with producing 
partner, Bernadette Bürgi, to develop and produce content for film, TV and new media. Some 
of the company’s projects include a music video for the band Vintage Trouble and a series of 
teasers sponsored by State Farm for the band, OK Go and their music video, This Too Shall 
Pass. Wang is currently working on her second feature project.

 

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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Writer / Director
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currenT projecT  
Tomorrow We Disappear (Documentary Feature) 

loGline When their home is illegally sold to real-estate developers, the magicians, acrobats, 
and puppeteers of Delhi’s Kathputli Colony must find a way to unite—or splinter apart forever.

bio Adam Weber is an editor, director, and writer who has worked for major film and TV studios in 
both New York and Los Angeles. Weber is currently wrapping work with Michel Gondry as the editor 
on Is The Man Who Is Tall Happy, an animated documentary about Noam Chomsky. Weber was an 
assistant editor on Gondry’s The Green Hornet, and an editor on Kanye West’s interactive film Cruel 
Summer. He previously worked as the apprentice editor on Quentin Tarantino’s Inglorious Basterds, 
which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Editing.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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Adam Weber
Director / Producer
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currenT projecT  
After the Storm (Narrative Feature) 

loGline In a fateful journey of survival, a young boy must overcome the loss of his home 
and family as an apocalyptic hurricane threatens to submerge New Orleans forever.

bio Born in the Bronx and raised outside of Washington, DC, Colen (Cole) Wiley is a multiple 
award-winning writer and filmmaker. Coming of age in the midst of the modern American 
metropolis of the nation’s capital, cosmopolitan storytelling became an integral part of his life 
at an early age. Anchored by an upbringing that was heavily influenced by the black intellectual 
movements of the 20th century, his professional career that includes everything from flipping 
burgers, to working at NASA, to waiting tables, to teaching youth as a gang avoidance 
counselor, to mopping floors, to graduating from Harvard Law School. With these varied life 
experiences, he has consequently developed a breadth of perspective and an expansive vision 
to inspire his work. As a filmmaker, he has directed/produced award-winning short films that 
have screened at dozens of international film festivals across the globe. A product of the NYU 
Graduate Film Program, his debut feature film screenplay, After the Storm, won the 2011 Spike 
Lee Production Fund Award with Spike Lee serving as Executive Producer on the film. The 
project also won the 2011 Next 15 Minutes Screenplay Competition (sponsored by Final Draft), 
and the 2011 Urbanworld Film Festival Screenplay Competition (sponsored by BET and HBO). 
Wiley is also adapting the New York Times bestselling novel, Monster, for Tonik Productions. 
Both projects will go into production in 2014.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
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conTacT 
colewiley@heygoodimages.com

Cole Wiley
Producer
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bio Originally from Baltimore Maryland, Angel Kristi Williams received her BA in Visual Art 
(Photography & Film) from the University of Maryland. After graduation she worked in television 
for Discovery Communications before being awarded the Lumiere Scholarship to attend 
Columbia College Chicago as an MFA candidate in Cinema Directing. Her short film  
The Christmas Tree has screened at numerous festivals both domestically and internationally 
and garnered the attention of Participant Media, a film production company committed to social 
responsibility. Williams is the recipient of the 2014 Sony Pictures Diversity Fellowship and was 
named one of ten Black Directors to Watch in 2014 by Paste Magazine.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Project Involve  
Sony Pictures Diversity Fellowship

conTacT 
angelkristiwilliams@gmail.com

Angel Kristi Williams
Director
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currenT projecT  
The Murch (Narrative Feature) 

loGline An extremely smart boy from the Midwest moves to the projects of North Carolina 
and learns that there is a high price for trying to fit in.

bio Elliott Williams was born in Seattle, but claims New York, North Carolina and Los Angeles 
as home. He has lived on both coasts, but he’s almost lived in half the states in the US. He 
began his corporate career as a management professional in the Fortune 10 Company GE 
Capital before moving on to pharmaceutical sales and management. Williams is also an Emmy 
award-winning producer who began his career behind the camera with a bit of good fortune. 
Williams’ first professional offering was the 2010 Official Sundance Selection Night Catches Us, 
which was also a winner at the Seattle International Film Festival and nominated for Best First 
Feature at the Film Independent Spirit Awards before being distributed by Magnolia Pictures. He 
went back to school and earned a Master’s degree in Producing from the American Film Institute 
(AFI) and, while there, he produced the award-winning comedy web series #nitTWITS based on 
funny tweets. Upon completion of school, his thesis film, Usagi-san, won The Grand Jury Prize at 
the Ivy Film Festival, a Student Emmy Award and a BAFTA-LA Special Jury Prize. He also began 
writing at AFI and The Murch is his first screenplay. Williams is very happy and proud to be a part 
of Film Independent’s Screenwriting Lab and Project Involve and can’t wait to see this film reach 
its full potential.  

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Screenwriting Lab 
Project Involve 
FOX | HBCU Media Alliance Fellowship

conTacT 
ellmarwilliams@yahoo.com

Elliott Williams
Writer / Producer
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currenT projecT  
Flood (Narrative Feature) 

loGline A paleontologist turned creationist and his estranged daughter are forced to 
reconcile after he becomes the subject of her radio segment.

bio Isabella Wing-Davey is an award-winning British filmmaker and the inaugural recipient 
of the Creative Media Services Producing Award. Her projects have received support for short 
film production and feature development from the Sloan Foundation (Flood and Flood, The Rain 
Collector), Sundance Institute (Flood), Panavision New Filmmakers (Flood), Spike Lee Production 
Grant (Afronauts). She has worked in production and development for Stephen Woolley and 
Philip Seymour Hoffman, and her work has been seen at festivals around the world.

Wing-Davey holds a BA from Cambridge University in History, and is currently a thesis student in 
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts Graduate Film Program (Dean’s Scholarship and Tisch School of 
the Arts Fellowship). 

Wing-Davey was a finalist for the Sundance Creative Producing Fellowship in 2013. She was the 
Executive Producer for a pilot collaboration between the Sloan Foundation and the Graduate 
Departments of Design and Film at NYU overseeing production of five shorts. Wing-Davey 
was one of three filmmakers to represent NYU Grad film at the Illumenation Film Festival 2012 
in Helsinki. She had her first feature film directing experience in 2012 on the James Franco 
produced film Black Dog, Red Dog, working with actors Tim Blake Nelson, Chloe Sevigny and 
Logan Marshall Green. She has three short films in post, as well as producing Music Videos and 
working for Cooper’s Town Productions. Wing-Davey also has three features in development, 
and Flood will be her first as a producer.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Producing Lab 
Alfred P. Sloan Producers Grant

conTacT 
bellawingdavey@gmail.com

Isabella Wing-Davey
Producer
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currenT projecT   
New Mexican Rain (Narrative Feature) 

loGline It’s 1983 and 11 year-old Rain wants sex, the only problem is she has no idea 
what that means. With her self-absorbed parents distracted by their pending divorce, Rain is left 
alone to navigate the complexities of boys and love and everything in between.

bio Mimi Zora is a San Francisco-based writer/producer/director. She wrote and directed 
the short film Goulash, which premiered at The Sundance Film Festival and went on to screen 
in festivals internationally. Zora continues to direct narrative short films, as well as commercials 
for start-up and tech companies. A member of the WGA, Zora works as a screenwriter in both 
film and TV, and was a staff writer on Twentieth Television’s prime time drama, Desire. She is a 
founding member and curator of Tunnel Vision, a truly underground film and live music event, 
which debuted inside the world’s oldest subway tunnel in Brooklyn, NY.

As a producer, Zora has worked on projects that have appeared theatrically as well as on HBO, 
MTV, VH1, and National Geographic. In addition to her film and long form TV work, she produced 
a live concert and music video shoot for Bruce Springsteen, and has also worked as an 
animation, MOGFX, VFX, and post-production producer on commercials for companies including 
Comcast, Ford, Pillsbury, Kindle, and Wisk.

Zora received a B.F.A in Film/TV from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. She 
currently works in production at Pixar Animation Studios.

arTisT developmenT proGram 
Fast Track

conTacT 
mimizora@gmail.com

Mimi Zora
Producer
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VISIONARY  
($100,000 and above)

INduSTRY  
($25,000 - $49,999)

INSIdER  
($10,000 - $24,999)

Anchor Bay Entertainment 

Charles A. Yamarone 
Cinedigm 

Col Needham  

Elnyl Patricia Lahner 

Film Finances, Inc. 

Fox Searchlight Pictures 

Greenberg Glusker  

Kodak 

Lionsgate  

The Millman Harris Romano 
Foundation

OddLot Entertainment

Participant Media 

Sony Pictures Worldwide Acquisitions

William Morris Endeavor

World Gold Council

AEG Worldwide
Focus Features

Warner Bros. Entertainment

The City Drive Entertainment Group

Film Independent would like to thank our generous Arts Circle supporters who 
recognize the importance of supporting artist-driven, original filmmaking year-
round. 

film independent 

ARTS cIRcLE

Arts Circle Members current as of June 2, 2014.

For more information or to join the Arts Circle, please contact  
Jennifer Murby at 310.432.1253 or jmurby@filmindependent.org

filmindependent.org/artscircle 
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SPIRIT ($5,000 - $9,999)

PATRON ($2,500 - $4,999)

INdIE (Up to $2,499)

A24  
Bill Condon 
Bill Enright 
Brenda Robinson 
Business Affairs 
Caren Brooks 
Carol Muszik 
Cohen Gardner, LLP
David Linde and  
Felicia Rosenfeld 
Douglas G. Smith 
EFILM  
Elana Krausz 
Elda Bravo 
Entertainment  
Media Ventures 
Film House Germany 
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein &  
Selz PC 

Guy Ruffin
HBO 
Innovative Artists 
Jason Delane and  
Yvonne Huff 
Jim Jacks 
Jin and Judy Chang 
Joseph Loving/Barker 
Hangar
Katharin Stuart 
Kenneth Brunt
Kirsten Lea
Lauren Selig
L&N Andreas Foundation 
Marcy Gandolfini
Minerva Productions, LLC
Prince Frederic  
von Anhalt
Relativity Media

Roadside Attractions
Robert S. Fingerman, CPA  
Rodrigo Garcia   
Rosemary Enright 
Schreck Rose Dapello & 
Adams LLP
Seine Pictures 
Sierra Affinity  
Surpin & Mayersohn, LLP
Susan Murdy
Swarovski
Tara Kurtz
The Robert Group
Universal Studios
World of Wonder

Adriene Bowles
Alan Poul and Ari Karpel
Alix Madigan-Yorkin 
Carol Marshall
Catherine Marcus 
CBS Films
Gail Mutrux

Gary Michael Walters
Kathy Van Zeeland,  
Bruce Makowsky and 
Michael Makowsky
Laura Kim
Mary Sweeney
Mathew Cullen
Matt Groening

MPRM Communications
Prodigy PR
Randy Simon
Rosalie Swedlin 
Sid and Nancy Ganis
Werc Werks Works

Alicia Foster 
Andy and Stephanie Bohn
Autumn Udell 
Aziza Ngozi and  
Curtis David Sackett
Barbara Boyle 
Bonnie Arnold 
Brent Stiefel 
Carolina Cora  
Daniele Neuharth and  
Dave Binder 
Deanne MacLellan 
Diana Ossana 
Dylan Hale Lewis 
Felix Werner 
Gillian Hearst-Shaw 

Gloria G. Campbell and  
John H. Verwys
Green Hasson Janks
Greg and Tish Laemmle
Karen Shapiro 
Kate Moran  
Lakeshore Entertainment
Len Amato 
Leonard McLeod 
Lynn Miles 
Martha Little 
Michael Joe 
Nancy Utley 
Nancy Willen
Oakwood Worldwide
Open Road Films 

Peter Kaufman 
Ray Hamilton
Robert Hess and Company
Ruth Mutch  
Seth Freilich
Shawn Brennan
Starz 
Steve Bertram 
Sylvia Desrochers 
Ted Mundorff  
Ursula Wendel
Versa Manos
Verve   
Wiser Post
Woolf and Jude Kanter

film independent 
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WHY INDEPENDENT 
FILM MATTERS

Diversity, innovation, uniqueness of vision… 
These themes live at the core of the 250 programs 
and events Film Independent produces every 
year for the film community. Driving our efforts 
are Film Independent Members who participate 
in our Filmmaker Labs, attend monthly film 
workshops and screenings, receive exclusive 
benefits at the Los Angeles Film Festival and vote 
to determine the winners of the Spirit Awards.

Most importantly, Members are filmmakers, film 
industry leaders and film lovers who support new 
voices and present untold stories to the world. 

Become a Member today and 
champion the art of independent film.
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