
When God ? 
Part 2: When God Is Uncooperative 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

1. What was most meaningful, memorable, or challenging to you from the message this week? 
2. Imagine a God you could control. What would you like or dislike about Him? 
3. Read 2 Corinthians 12:10. How does the apostle Paul’s call to delight in weakness challenge 

the values and assumptions of the culture in which we live? 
4. Describe a time when God said “no” to your prayers. Did it cause you to question His 

existence? 
5. When God said “no” to you, did you submit to His will or struggle to deal with the situation in 

your own strength? What was the result of your choice? 
6. Read 2 Corinthians 12:6-9. What does the fact that God didn’t remove Paul’s “thorn,” but 

chose to use Paul’s weakness to demonstrate His own power tell you about God’s 
priorities? 

7. How could the story of Paul’s “thorn” strengthen your faith when God seems uncooperative? 

MOVING FORWARD 
While we have permission to ask God to remove our thorns, God has the right to say “no” to our 
requests. What do you do when God chooses to showcase His power on the stage of your 
weakness? Take “no” for an answer. When you do, God gives you something in return: sustaining 
grace. 

CHANGING YOUR MIND  
But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

This material is meant to be used as a supplement to the message. Feel free to use it with your small group or throughout the 
week for personal study. Our desire is that it will help you grow in your relationship with Jesus. 


