
Light of the World 
Part 2:  Defiant Hope 

Matthew 2:1-18, Jeremiah 31:15-16 

1. What was most meaningful, memorable, or challenging to you from the message this week? 
2. What’s the best, most thoughtful gift you’ve ever received? What made the gift so special to 

you? 
3. What’s the best, most thoughtful gift you’ve ever given? What made the gift so special to 

give? 
4. Read Matthew 2:1-16. What kinds of questions does this story raise for you?  
5. During the message Tim said, “God will show up, but He’s going to work slower than you want 

Him to sometimes.” Where have you seen this play out in your life? Is there anything you’re 
praying about right now that you’ve been praying about for a long time? 

6. Read Jeremiah 31:15-16. With what you know about the background and what’s happening in 
this passage, how would you describe what “defiant hope” means to someone who’s never 
heard that term before? 

7. Our hope is not based on what we see, our hope is based on who God is. How can you 
incorporate that thought into your Christmas celebration this year? 

MOVING FORWARD 
How has God proven faithful to His promises both in your life and in the lives of those around you? 
This Christmas season, how will you remind yourself that God keeps His promises and that He is 
with you? 

CHANGING YOUR MIND  
This is what the Lord says: “Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, for your 
work will be rewarded,” declares the Lord.   

Jeremiah 31:16 

This material is meant to be used as a supplement to the message. Feel free to use it with your small group or throughout the 
week for personal study. Our desire is that it will help you grow in your relationship with Jesus. 


