
 
The Centurion in the Mirror 

Matthew 8:5-13; Romans 5:6-8 

1. What was most meaningful, memorable, or challenging to you from the message this week? 
2. Why is it often easier for people to be generous toward a stranger than toward a neighbor or 

family member? 
3. Read Romans 5:6-8. Is it difficult to see yourself as someone who offended God and didn’t 

deserve His generosity? Why or why not? 
4. Has another person ever been generous to you even though you didn’t deserve it? If so, how 

did it affect you? 
5. Read Matthew 8:5–13. Who in your life is like the centurion—someone who doesn’t deserve 

your generosity? What is it about that person that makes it difficult for you to serve him or 
her? 

6. What is one thing you can do this holiday season to be generous toward your “centurion”? 
How can this group help and support you as you take that step? 

MOVING FORWARD 
Who is your centurion? Is it someone who hurt you, someone who reminds you of someone who 
hurt you, or someone who represents someone who hurt you? You don’t have to trust that person 
to love them. You don’t have to re-engage relationally to serve them. When you do for others in 
spite of what they have done to you, you reflect what God has done for you. 

CHANGING YOUR MIND  
And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 
But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. 
Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked. 

Luke 6:33-35 

This material is meant to be used as a supplement to the message. Feel free to use it with your small group or throughout the 
week for personal study. Our desire is that it will help you grow in your relationship with Jesus. 


