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The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the Final Frontiers Foundation, 
inc.  Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to 
foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restrict-
ed to national preachers only; thus they are open to us because of our unique method 
of missions.

We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient 
and effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial sup-
port from believers in the West, for God’s servants abroad, who are actively involved in 
church planting and discipleship.

Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, repu-
tation and ministry experience.  We support only those who are serving by faith, never 
those who are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher 
in a third-world country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry.

All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible trans-
lation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health 
programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children’s ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, 
churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight; or 
give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed. 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23:
The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes. 

Executive Board of Directors:
Final Frontiers is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Ex-

ecutive Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. 
Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, 
Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by those serving on 
the National Boards of Advisors. 

International Offices/Directors:
International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes 

and are staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our Di-
rectors of Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable 
of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national preachers 
who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often 
fill these positions for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location on site.

Contact Information:
For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a 

speaker for your church or mission conference, please contact our home office:
Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324
1200 Peachtree St.   Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org
Louisville, GA 30434 USA                        

Legal:
“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 

501 C3, administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries (see page 23) are also administered by the Final 
Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial 
Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies prior to 
posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the minis-
try’s global evangelistic outreach.  Final Frontiers is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 
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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to 

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.

c o v e r  P h o t o . . .  
date:
location:
subject: 

the story: This is the story of one of our preachers, now put into a 
children’s book format. It is the first of hopefully scores 
that can be used to educate and encourage children 
about missions and fulfilling the great commission.

c. 1995
Andhra Pradesh, India
Battina Babu Rao finds tracts in an Indian cave
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A few thoughts from Jon Nelms

 Updates and Encouragement ...

… and designate Final Frontiers as your charity of choice  and 
Amazon will perpetually donate a fraction of their profit to our ministry.

Give — even when You’re getting.  go to ...

Our free, missions video course is online, and we are releasing two 
episodes/classes each week. Each episode covers one chapter of my newest 
book, Understanding the Great Commission, and lasts less than 10 minutes. At 
the end of each class are Points to Ponder, and for those who register, there are 
periodic tests that you can take online to earn a certificate for the course. The book is 
given free to all those who register. Of course, you can watch any or all of the 54 class-
es without registering. Still, I recommend you do so to learn 
more about missions, and so you missionaries can add it 

to your resume. Doing so will impress many of the pastors you are seeking support 
from. Check out page 11 to see a sample class curriculum.

We have also just published our first children’s storybook on missions, featuring 
the adventures of the national preachers we have worked with since 1986. Their 
intriguing stories are incredible and filled with tigers, bears, crocodiles, witch doctors, and marvelous miracles. 
We are releasing it in time for you to use it for Christmas gifts and to utilize it in your children’s church. As time 
goes on, if this is well received, we will also begin a series highlighting the stories of children brought up in our 
Touch a Life ministry. We want to help you turn your children’s hearts to missions. You can learn more and how 
to order a copy on page 12.

Each page in this issue is designed to inform you of what is happening worldwide in our ministry and how 
you can pray and get involved. These are incredible stories of real servants of God, alive today, who can 
benefit from your prayers and support. Consider this, what if Paul was alive today and you had the opportunity 
to support his work but didn’t? Or David Livingstone, William Carey, Hudson Taylor, Robert Moffatt, etc. Many 
of our men have and are doing more than most of them. They are turning their world upside down because of 
their advantage of being nationals, knowing the language, culture, and customs, and being able to handle the 
food, water, and weather. Don’t miss the opportunity to help such men. We will have enough regrets when we 
get to Heaven not to add this to the list.

Since last year, and since we have so many church planters in our network, their progress seems unbe-
lievable — but it is not. Collectively, these men are averaging a new house church planted every ten minutes. 
That’s more than 4,0000 new converts every day! I love to talk about them and encourage churches and 
families to help them. So pastor, please consider allowing me to be your next missions speaker. You can afford 
me because I charge nothing. I have sometimes paid my way with no love offering to help me. I live to serve 
my Lord by serving His people, not just the nationals but you and your members as well. So contact me for a 
meeting at jnelms@finalfrontiers.org or call at 800-522-4324 ext.110. If I am in the country and uncommitted, 
I’m all yours. 

Merry Christmas, or as my Honduran wife says, “Happy Merry.”
PS Please use this for your Christmas shopping. It will be a big help.



Fourth Quarter 2022 -  Progress Report

4

From a middle east pastor and BiBle smuggler: 

All of our ministry throughout North Africa and the 
Middle East results from our Smugglers’ work.

Here in America, kids grow up learning about Jesus; 
and even unbelievers know that Christmas is the cel-
ebration of His birth. But in those lands, you grow up 
never knowing a Christian and never seeing a church 
building. You are taught that Christianity is  
Catholicism and that we all pray to idols. You are 
taught there is only one Bible, and it agrees with the 
Quran, so the Pope keeps it under lock and key in the 
Vatican to hide this “truth.”  Imagine the excitement of 
finally seeing a Bible and holding it and the curiosity of 
reading its words. The mere reading of the Book brings 
conviction and creates a longing for the One who wrote 
it. You have lots of questions, so you bring them to the 
one who gave you the Bible, and from there, you even-
tually accept Christ and become a part of a local house 
church. Now you may be hunted, tortured, and killed. 
Sometimes, you and the entire church must flee, and 
that’s when Final Frontiers steps in. First, we gave you 
a Bible to save your soul, and now we give you a safe 
passage to save your life.

Here is a story about one of the five hundred fam-
ilies we recently relocated with your donations and 
how they shared what we gave them to bring others to 
Christ. After settling in her new home, the wife met an 
impoverished family living nearby. This family consists 
of five children and their parents. The father works five 
days a week outside the area and then comes home 
for two days to spend time with his family. Whenever 
he is away, his family is under the care of their Imam 
(religious leader), who helped him to find work.

In addition to the shortage of the necessary basics of 
life, a cold wave hit the country that we had not wit-
nessed for a long time. It led to the cutting off of all the 

Providing God’s Word ...  

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles in the Middle East for $6 each. See page 23 for more information.

roads leading to our area. Because of this, the father 
of the family could not reach them, and this family had 
nothing to keep them warm and no milk or food to feed 
the children. This was especially difficult for their one-
year-old girl.

Because of her situation, this wife began to ask her 
other neighbors if anyone could help her and her chil-
dren to keep them warm. By this time, no coal or wood 
was left for her and her children to keep warm, but no 
one could or would help them. Then she approached 
the home of a member of our house church who was 
a secret believer. When she knocked on the door, the 
Christian wife told her, “Bring your children and come 
stay with us, and I trust my God will provide for all our 
needs.” So, she brought her children and stayed with 
them for twelve days. Now there were eleven children 
and three adults in the house. Our family shared with 
them the food and water. The Muslim mother watched 
as our family prayed before they ate and how they read 
their Bible and prayed before they went to sleep. All of 
this was so very strange to her. 

On the third day, the Muslim mother began to ask 
about the Book they were reading. She asked why they 
read it every night and prayed differently, as if they 
were having a personal conversation with God. Having 
observed their way of life, sharing their beds and food, 
and hearing the Gospel and the Bible reading every 
day, she was drawn to Jesus. On the eighth day, she 
came to the knowledge of salvation. She accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal savior. Now they 
are working together to reach her 
husband to Christ.

Your donations for Bibles, cou-
pled with their light shining bright-
ly, brought this family to Christ.

SmugglersSmugglers
 ►  For All People 
 ► In All Lands 
 ► By All Means
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honduras

Globally, our staff sometimes have legitimate 
needs we feel we should help with. For example, in 
late August, we learned that Juana and Victoria, were 
struggling with special needs. 

Victoria (above) has worked in our kitchen since 
we opened it in late 2005, and her kids were raised 
in it, as is her granddaughter Milli. She needed zinc 
(sheet metal for roofing) for her house to replace the 
old ones. When it rains, the water pours onto the 
dirt floor in her house, turning it into mud. We were 
blessed to provide the needed materials; her sons will 
provide the labor.

Juana (above) is our feeding center manager in 
Cantarranas. She runs the kitchen, oversees the Bible 
lessons, and keeps track of all the children. She is tru-
ly a blessing to all of us. He husband works in another 
ministry far away with no guaranteed salary. For that 
reason, they are very poor. 

For years they saved their money and bought a 
small block house overlooking the town. However, 
there is no kitchen, which is usually located outside to 
keep the smoke and soot out of the house. When we 
learned that she needed the materials to build a lean-
to for an outside kitchen, we were blessed to be able 
to provide the materials for this worthy family. They 
will build a stove from adobe blocks.

Helping Hands 
tiny Projects that make a big diFFerence 

Every project does not get specific attention. However, sometimes we can help others in need because you have given 
undesignated funds. Rather than keep them for our needs, they allow us to extend a Helping Hand to others in need who 
deserve the help. Therefore, it is not a continuous supply but a helping hand when it is most needed. Would you like to give 
from time to time, allowing us to bless other deserving people with a helping hand? Please designate that on the memo 
field of your check or online donation.

High in the mountains above Cantarranas, Pastor 
Wilson Cerrato (preaching) has started another new 
church in the village of Chiquistepe. We gifted him 
with chairs and funded a welcoming dinner for con-
verts who wanted to help him create this new church 
in their village. Wilson and his team are now over-
seeing five churches. Soon we will need to purchase 
several motorcycles (@$1,350) to help them maintain 
and expand their efforts. We are also providing the 
local school with supplies and hope to open a feeding 
center there.
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     Plans are always being adjusted due to natural 
events, schedules of those wanting to travel with me, 
and political events that require readjustment. But at 

the moment, these are the 
trips planned for the next 
year. Let me know if you 
want to come along.

ALERT
     Though the summer just 

ended, we already have 
three of the eight weeks of 
next summer booked. So, 
if you or your church are 
interested in joining us in 
Honduras, get in touch with 
me ASAP.
jnelms@finalfrontniers.org

BTW
     June 22-29 seems to be 

developing into a week for 
pastors and their wife to 
come who do not have a 
group accompanying them. 
Pastors, are you interest-
ed? 800-522-4324 ext.110

For more information call:
800-552-4324

November:
Honduras

March/April 2023:
Pakistan

June-August: 
Honduras
Nicaragua 

October:
Kenya
Nigeria
Uganda

December:
Egypt

Middle East
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Visionary Trips
“Lift up your eyes and look”

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure 
trips are for families, youth groups, school and churches

NOW HERE ARE TWO OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
TO EXTEND A HELPING HAND.

nigeria

Our National Director in Nigeria, Adewale Adesina 
recently wrote:

During the very heart of covid in 2020, my family was 
in great need to find a place to rent and live because 
our caretaker and landlord, being Muslims, could not 
put up with our way of life as Christians. They chased 
away the kids that come to our weekly Bible club that 
my wife conducts in our compound ever Saturday and 
told us, point blank, to go look elsewhere to contin-

ue running the club. Someone poisoned our security 
dog and the caretaker falsely reported us to a local 
police station and got permission to evict us. Perse-
cution was experienced even though it didn’t cost us 
our heads like the martyrs. It left us in some pain and 
trouble, but  it was during this time that you came to 
our rescue so that we could rent another place in the 
same area. This has allowed my family to continue to 
function in the church where I pastor, minister to the 
men in my group and continue to conduct the Bible 
Club in the same area that has now reached more 
than 100 children and has brought many to our church 
with their parents.

My family is in a personal need to pay for our upcom-
ing rent that is due within a month. we have the hope 
of raising about $300 out the $1100 needed to pay 
for the year’s rent. I am asking if you can come to our 
rescue this time to help with the remaining $800 need-
ed. This will be a huge favor and blessing indeed. 
Whatever gift you are able to give will be a blessing 
and add to the glory of God. 

Thank you for all your continued love and sacrifices 
for the Nigerian people.

myanmar

For some time now we have been working on 
completing a new girl’s dormitory and kitchen/dining 
room for our orphanage in Myanmar (Burma). We 
raised what we thought was the complete amount but 
with price increases due to covid and sanctions, the 
budget grew by almost 30%. We have done all we can 
to complete the project and now there is a balance 
remaining of $5,570. Can you please help?
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Providing Missionary Support and Tools for  
Evangelism and Church Planting

The thrust and driving force behind the Great 
Commission Fund is to provide financial help for food, 
travel, Bibles, etc., and ministry equipment needs. 
Unfortunately, donors often overlook such items as 
not packing a punch. In our ministry, for example, 
everyone knows the value of supporting national 
church planters. We are thankful for any man who 
plants churches anywhere. Still, the biblical example 
given by Paul, who raised up Gentile church planters 
to reach the gentile nations rather than recruit more 
Jewish preachers, cannot escape notice.

Even in Paul’s day, such Jewish men were some-
times burdened with needs that their gentile counter-
parts did not have, such as funds to travel by sea or 
land to remote areas. 

Then as now, voyages are not free. There would 
have also been travel tariffs and fees by land and 
often having to report to the city magistrates upon en-
tering and leaving. The gentile preachers had no such 
obligations, and the remote villages were just down 
the road for them. So even in the New Testament, we 
see that there were advantages in supporting what 
today is called “nationals” over the foreign missionary.

But the nationals have ministry needs as well, and 
that is why you often receive appeals from our ad-
ministrative office asking for your help to meet those 
needs. Some may wonder why we have to do this for 
them. Why can’t they do it for themselves?

In truth, they don’t have the economic wherewithal 
to do so. We are experiencing devastating economic 
changes in America, which also affects the rest of the 
world. But what is a pinch to us is a punch to them. 
If, for example, a 34% increase in the price of eggs 
concerns us, there are likely no eggs to buy in many 
places. So they go hungry and try to adapt.

In the past, we spent enormously on buses to 
bring children to church. They adapt by sending the 

churches to the children. What do I mean by that? 
Well, what is a church? Is it a location or the people 
who have assembled at that location? You know the 
answer, but we generally act and serve as if we don’t.  

Years ago, a former pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Hammond, IN, asked me to consult with 
them regarding their missions program. I was asked 
to target one country in particular, Ghana. So, I visited 
and learned that they had adopted an American-style 
ministry of bussing people from a distance to their 
campus. They had a large attendance, though I do 
not remember the numbers. My first suggestion was 
to stop bussing people to church and instead turn the 
bus routes into churches and appoint the bus captains 
as pastors. Their fourteen routes immediately became 
fourteen new church plants. It was not surprising that 
those fourteen had grown and divided (not split) into 
two churches within a few months while other “routes/
churches” had started new works.

Mine was but a suggestion formed by decades 
of service and a view of scripture that was no longer 
biased by my American culture. I merely suggest-
ed adapting their ministry and outreach to a biblical 
pattern, but they did all the work. And, that mother 
church, pastored by an American missionary, Ted 
Speer, has continued to grow, even while planting 
scores of more churches. How? Why? Because God 
laid out a pattern for us in the New Testament. If we 
ignore it, choosing to duplicate the pattern of devoted 
missionaries from centuries past, we may do well, but 
we won’t do much. But, if we follow His pattern, He 
does “exceeding and abundantly” more than we ask 
or imagine. The choice is ours.

Consider that if the pastor of such an enormous 
and influential church could admit that “what we are 
doing isn’t working” and ask for help, maybe others 
should also. Doing so is not shameful. Pastors cannot 
be expected to know everything on every subject of 
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ministry. And if they think they do, they are in more 
trouble than they thought. When you’re sick, you see 
a doctor, not because you know nothing, but because 
he knows more in the health field than you do. And 
dare I say, missionaries know more about missions 
than most pastors. There are a few exceptions.

All this comes back to my point about providing 
tools for ministry. In Ghana’s case, they used not only 
the geographical bus routes to start the new church-
es but also the busses themselves. As they outgrew 
them, the churches had to divide, and eventually, 
they had to begin acquiring properties and buildings. I 
would imagine that started with using houses.

We have dedicated, proven church planters in 
our ministry, some 28,000 of them. But they all have 
needs that, if met, would help them produce more 
churches and more church planters. One such need 
is Bibles, and another is motorcycles. Today we 
received an email from our office in Kenya, admin-
istered by George Maina Thumbi. He gives an inter-
esting story about one of our church planters, Andoli 
Wycliffe Makubo, who is sponsored by Charles and 
Pat Northum in Oklahoma.  

This pastor is part of a ministry started by Mission-
ary Randall Stirewalt and his wife, Phyliss. Randy is 
now with Christ, and their works are led by the nation-
als Randy and his preachers evangelized and trained. 
When we first began our support, Randy had twelve 
men he had trained and started churches with. Still, 
before his death, we were sponsoring more than 400 
preachers in this group alone.

Let me allow him to tell you the story by reading 
his unedited email:
This is a preacher in Eldoret fellowship but pastors a 
church on the outskirts of Eldoret a place called Moi-
ben. This place is 42kms from Eldoret and we visited 
the church a while back with the plans of purchasing 
them a church plot. Pastor Andoli lives in Eldoret with 
his family and his children school in Eldoret. 
Pastor Andoli has or used to have a motorbike that he 
used to travel with for church service every Sunday 
with his wife and the youngest kid. He purchased this 
motorbike back in 2013 and at this moment the condi-
tion of the bike is old and worn out and can no longer 
be of use and of help in the ministry. 
At one point, after he had finished service plus other 
activities after the service and wanted to leave to go 
back home, it started to rain and he decided to wait 
till the rains stopped. On the journey back, there’s a 
bridge that had overflooded with water and he de-
cided to go through it since he saw vehicles going 

through it. Due to the bike’s condition, the engine 
stopped in the middle of the flood and the waves 
were strong and swept him and the bike away. He 
was lucky enough to swim and came to safety but the 
bike was swept away. We thank God because he had 
allowed his wife and kid to use public means to travel 
back home earlier because this would have been a 
catastrophe. He decided since it was late and he was 
all wet to return to the church and spend the night at 
one of the church members’ place. He’s a tall preach-
er so no clothes could fit him. They prepared for him 
a charcoal stove to warm him up and feel better. The 
next morning, they embark on a journey in the search 
of the motorbike, and after hours of search following 
the path of the 
floods, they found 
the motorbike 
trapped together 
with tree branches.
He repaired the 
bike after having it 
towed to town and 
ever since the bike 
has been giving 
him issues after is-
sues. Recently, the 
bike just stopped 
working and it 
has been hard for 
him to travel with 
his wife and kids 
to church since 
by use of public 
means from his 
home to the church 
can cost him up to 
$15 on a Sunday. 
With this amount he could fuel the bike and carry his 
family and go for evangelism.
The bike helps effectively in the ministry as he’s able 
to evangelize, visit church members and go to month-
ly fellowship meetings and the results of these is that 
the church grows. The bike also helps him in getting 
his daily bread as he has no other source of income, 
so he uses his bike as a taxi to raise something to 
purchase food for his family, pay house rent and pay 
school fees for his kids.
He really needs a motorbike to continue with the 
ministry effectively. If you have any questions, let me 
know.

Of course, he will continue ministry with or without 
one, but he can go further and accomplish more if we 
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could replace the old one with a new one. It will en-
hance his ministry, expand it exponentially, and allow 
him to regain the income he is losing while it is bro-
ken. This is important as we attempt to ween preach-
ers from personal support and help them become 
self-reliant. So please let us know if you are interested 
in helping us purchase him a new one.

MORE RESULTS FROM THE                       
GREAT COMMISSION FUND

We are always intrigued by the efforts of Pastor 
Thomas Maher in Tamil Nadu, India. He recently sent 
a report showing what he had done that quarter, and I 
will highlight some of them here. Remember that what 
you see in each photo represents thousands of dollars 
invested and thousands of man-hours from his mas-
sive team for travel, teaching, church planting, etc. 
Each photo has its own story. They were all funded 
by the GCF -- not only the projects and events but, 
more importantly, the preachers, their Timothies, their 
workers, and the ministry expenses.

VBS was held in our churches in 38 districts of 
Tamil Nadu, reaching a total of 5,700 children. It costs 
only $2 to feed and teach each child during each 
fifteen-day VBS. A church in Canada is already raising 
funds to help next summer. 

The purpose of this activity is to reach souls for 
Christ, proclaim Him with one-to-one witnessing, us-
ing our custom-made PowerPack to show the Jesus 
Film in homes and the open-air village markets, and 
then publicly baptize the converts as a witness to the 
entire village. After that, we assemble them into a new 
house church, appoint a pastor to shepherd them, 
then move on to the next village and start all over.

We are funding such 
works worldwide with your 
contributions to the Great 
Commission Fund. Would you 
go online now and make a 
one-time or monthly debit of 
any amount?

Witnessing 
one by one 
and on the 
streets, in 
homes and in 
market areas.

Each day they 
provide meals 
for 175 chil-
dren and 382 
for the elderly 
villagers.

Jesus Film 
showings with 
the PowerPack

286 new 
converts saved 
and then pub-
licly 
baptized

Pastor Thomas traveled 
with his team to Nepal. There 
they trained 166 pastors in 
more effective soul-winning 
methods and were able to 
give them Bibles, which many 
did not possess.
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Books authored by Final Frontiers 
Staff and Preachers

Jon’s books are available on Amazon, Kindle, and Audible, in English and Spanish. The proceeds of his books 
help to finance our Educational Fund giving free resources to national preachers worldwide. Once read (or 
heard), Jon would appreciate a good review. The Great mission is now available in the Tamil language. 

Benjamin Tawiah was for many years the Final Frontiers National Director in Ghana. His books are available 
free to members of the Final Frontiers Society.  The FFS is a free educational service provided to national 
preachers globally. It provides free books, articles, sermon ideas, etc., to help the national preachers in their 
ongoing exploration and study of God’s Word. Many — most preachers in developing nations do not have 
any formal Biblical education. Referencing this website offers them the opportunity for ongoing training and 
discovery.
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Beginning in the 1700s, missionaries were defined as being church 
planters in other cultures. Generally, these other cultures were in 
foreign lands with foreign customs, foods, lifestyles and languages. 
Sometimes, like in the Americas, the cultures were totally different, 
but not so far away. In fact, they were often less than a day’s walk 
into the forest. Such missionary endeavors to the American Indians, 
were carried out in the northeast by missionaries like David Brainard 
and in the southeast by missionaries like John Wesley.

As they ventured further into the forests, they left behind small 
tribal churches; sometimes led by tribal preachers and sometimes 
by other foreigners. Usually, their efforts produced congregations 
that developed needed ministries like schools and orphanages. Such 
worthwhile ministries were first staffed by ministers, not mission-
aries. In time, the staff of specialized workers, such as doctors and 
teachers, would outgrow the number of church planting missionar-
ies. Because of this, and the need for these workers to be supported, 
it did not take long before the term missionary had morphed from 
being church planters to becoming merely church workers. 

In time, the term missionary took another hit to its original defi-
nition, in that missionaries almost ceased to be church planters and 
became virtually without exception, church pastors and workers. 

Today, statistically, most missionaries will never plant a church 
during their entire career. They will serve only as a helper or assis-
tant pastor until the aging missionary retires or moves on, then they 

will take his place. For this reason, most of the good people today 
who claim to be and are supported as missionaries, are in fact only 
pastors or workers. 

There are two missionary misconceptions prevalent today. 

1. One is that all missionaries are church planters. This is factually 
incorrect. 

2. The other is that to be a missionary, you don’t have to be a 
church planter. This is biblically incorrect. 

To fulfill the Great Commission, pastors need to reeducate our 
churches, that a missionary is not a church worker, he is a church 
planter.

Points to Ponder 

• Do you see the distinction between church work and missionary 
work? How would you illustrate the difference?

• Do you understand that a missionary is a starter, and pastors 
and laypeople are the finishers?

• What do you feel are the dangers in redefining missionaries 
from being a church planter and discipler of church planters and 
performing other functions currently ascribed to missionaries, 
i.e. children’s workers, teachers, pilots, pastors, etc.?

Understanding the great Commission
— a glimpse inside — 

A sample From our Video Course:  
Missions is not church work, it’s church planting

Though the message of the Gospel has not changed, our cultural methods of presentation and delivery have, and thus the need to have a 
course correction. 

Years ago, we did a weekly blog on Final Frontiers Radio to update you about our ministry around the world. Closing each episode, Jon 
Nelms would give a two-minute, thought-provoking discussion on different aspects of missions, missionaries, and the Great Commission. In 
2020 he compiled those into fifty-three one-page essays and titled the book, Understanding the Great Commission. 

We intended to capture your attention once a week for a year. The purpose was to lead you, your family, and your Bible Study groups 
through a brief moment to think about missions and provide an impetus for reflection on what you had read. Those episodes are now fea-
tured in 5-10 minute videos on the Final Frontiers YouTube channel. In August 2022, we began releasing two weekly classes on Monday and 
Friday.  
• Those who register for the free course can download a free digital copy of the book as the curriculum. 
• They will also be allowed to take our online tests and receive a Certificate of Completion. 

Please share this with your friends and help us continue to effect change in missions, bringing it back to its biblical roots.
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By Jon Nelms

As my children grew up, when I was home, I 
would read them children’s Bible stories when putting 
them to bed. I don’t remember how many there were, 
probably twenty or more. Still, they each developed 
their favorites over time, causing me to read two, 
three, or more stories some nights.

As I read, I could see their immense interest in 
the stories and the colorful pictures. I credited these 
books with instilling interest in their hearts and minds 
for the Bible and service for our Lord. But I always 
lamented that I could not find stories about missionar-
ies. And beyond those, stories about the actual men 
we worked with and supported. I heard many incred-
ible stories while traveling the world and serving by 
their sides. Stories I wanted to share with children, 
mine and yours. And to this day, when speaking at 
churches, people always ask for stories.

My children and staff embraced the dream of pro-
ducing Missionary Story Books. And finally, they, not 
I, have succeeded in creating the first of what I hope 
to be dozens. These are all Final Frontiers church 
planters. And most will still be alive at the time we 
print their stories. As with David and Solomon, the first 
generation may have a dream, but the second gener-
ation turns it into reality. 

In past decades I lamented that our ministry had 
nothing to offer children regarding missions. Still to-
day, I speak in churches, where middle-aged parents, 
with their children, help us by supporting preachers 
around the world. These parents were babies when 
I started Final Frontiers. It makes me wonder what 
impact we could have had, by influencing them for 
missions involvement, if we had such story books for 
them to read as they grew up. Now we do.

One of my favorite stories is about a man in India 
we have supported since about 1995 named Babu 
Battina Rao, who grew up as an idol worshipper in a 
jungle village. We titled it The Mysterious Cave. 

One day he picked up his bow and went into the 
jungle to hunt. After a few hours, he could hear the 
rumble of thunder and see dark clouds overhead as 
he peered through the thick foliage. He determined it 

better to seek shelter than to find his way home, as 
he was already lost. Finding a cave, he feared to go 
inside, worried that a tiger or bear may be using it for 
shelter. Finally, after some time, he decided to escape 
the rain by entering and making a fire inside the en-
trance for heat and safety. In the morning, as the sun 
arose, he noticed there were cave drawings, so he 
went deeper inside to investigate. In a few moments, 
he stumbled upon several skeletons that were shack-
led. They were either discarded there or had been 
brought there and executed. Then, something caught 
his eye. Among their belongings was a pouch filled 
with …

If you want to know more, buy the book and share 
it with your kids or grandkids. (They will learn more 
than just the story because all the artwork is consis-
tent with actual geographical foliage, tribal dress, and 
cultural lifestyle.)

Battina was transformed by what followed. Still, 
the details and drama of his story are eclipsed by his 
service for Christ. Since that day, he has led 1,421 
people to Christ, baptized 1,055, evangelized 108 
villages, and started 71 house churches. And though 
his story is unique, his activity for Christ is not. 

IntroducIng our FIrst MIssIonary story Book 
a d v e n t u r e  s t o r I e s  F o r  y o u r  c h I l d r e n  F r o M  o u r  n e t w o r k  o F 

M o r e  t h a n  2 8 , 0 0 0  n a t I o n a l  c h u r c h  p l a n t e r s .
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Your kids and the kids in your church need to 
learn about the heroes of missions, still alive and still 
serving, and this is our way of helping you to teach 
them. God willing, we will produce more of these, 
depending on how well they are received. They will 
be available in print and digital formats so your kids 
can watch them on a TV screen in your home or their 
Sunday School classroom.

When I was a teenager, Dr. Curtis Hutson was 

my pastor; I served as his youth pastor between my 
first and second years in college. Several summers, 
even before college, our VBS was conducted by 
Mr. Charles Homsher, the founder of Neighborhood 
Bible Time. We all learned a great deal watching 
and helping him. For example, the stories were on 
large flip books, like the Child Evangelism Fellowship 
storybooks my mother used in her summer Backyard 
Bible Clubs. And though a story was written to last 
Monday to Friday, each day left the kids with a “cliff-
hanger,” which made them 
look forward to returning for 
tomorrow’s story.

Our stories are meant 
for a single day. Still, we 
hope we to incorporate 
such cliffhangers to keep 
your kids interested and 
leave them wanting more.

Initially, I also wanted 
to use the flipbook format; 
however, my son Daniel reminded me that it is not 
1970. We now use digital formats that allow you to 
show the story on a full-size TV screen or in a typical 

storybook format. The flipbook format may still work 
well outside, but digital is the best option in a home, 
church, or classroom.

We know exciting tales will keep a child’s atten-
tion, so we will make ours such while not being graph-
ic about the dangers or persecution they read about. 
What dangers, you ask? For example, being chased 
by lions, tigers, and bears, being persecuted by family 
or neighbors, and overcoming the most hazardous 

circumstances to preach the Gospel.
And what about children’s stories -- not just for 

children but about children? We 
also plan on making those, telling 
the stories of children from our 
Touch a Life ministry. Some are 
tribal, some urban, while others live 
in war zones or suffer from leprosy. 
These are children in Cambodia, 
India, Kenya, Honduras, and other 
lands. Their stories will teach your 
kids about cultures and difficulties 
worldwide and see how Christ has 
changed entire families and res-
cued children from the most chal-
lenging situations.

So, while reading our Prog-
ress Reports and Emails, if a 
story has touched you that you 
would like your children to learn 
about, drop us a line, and we 
will do our best to develop it.

You can order your copy at 
our website or use this QRC.
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According to the prophet Amos, a day is coming 
when the Word of God will virtually disappear from 
the earth. Therefore, it is logical to assume that after 
the rapture of the Church and throughout the reign 
of the Antichrist, copies of the Bible will be hunted 
and destroyed. Amos 8:11-12 declares there will be a 
“famine” of God’s Word. Yet when Christ returns and 
establishes His kingdom, Habakkuk 2:14 tells us that 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea.

Today, the forces of Christ struggle to print and 
distribute God’s Word to every language and people 
group. Still, at the same time, the forces of the evil 
one are fighting to prevent us. Yet, our Master, our 
Commander, encouraged us with the promise that the 
walls Satan builds (“the gates of hell) would not be 
able to withstand our attack. So then, let’s attack. We 
have not come to the battlefield to initiate a multi-year 
siege, hoping to starve out the enemy. Instead, we are 
here to blow the trumpet and watch the walls come 
crashing down.

Last year we celebrated Christ’s birth by dis-
tributing 6,500 Bibles, above and beyond what we 
do monthly in North Africa and the Middle East. We 
asked our Directors in many countries how many they 
needed. We met their needs because we asked for 
your help, and you responded, and your efforts were 
herculean. However, those who received them unan-
imously asked for more, so once again, we will see 
how many we can give away this Christmas to those 
who don’t have one. The goal is 10,000 Bibles.

Many of these are pastors leading their multiple 
house churches, and neither they nor any member of 
their church owns a Bible, and most have never seen 
or touched one. Incredible, isn’t it — and tragically 
sad, especially considering the fruit they could have 
produced if they had one and the inexpensive cost 
(for us) to purchase and deliver them.

In the Middle East, we 
carefully track the results of 
the Bibles distributed. We 
have determined that every 
Bible delivered results in an 
average of nine adult con-
versions to Christ. That does 
not include the children. In 
these regions possessing a 
Bible can result in prolonged 
prison sentences with torture 
and imminent death. Often it 
is death on the spot, so we 
carefully monitor their deliv-
ery and distribution. But in 
other lands, it is safe, and 
the recipients consider it an 
honor to receive one. 

Pastor Adewale Adesi-
na, in Nigeria, wrote:

“You helped us ear-
ly this year to print 600 

WatCh oUr neW 6 minUte, BiBle distriBUtion video  —  https://www.youtube/jI-YSiBiYTY

CHr i stmasCHr i stmas  B iB l esB iB l es
- happy Birthday JesUs -- happy Birthday JesUs -

Pastor Sika received 82 cases of Bibles for distribu-
tion in Togo, West Africa.

Kenyan pastors are 
each given boxes of 
Bibles that will be de-
livered on the motorcy-
cles given to the team. 
You can see two of 
the many in the back-
ground.
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Bibles. We would be glad to have the privilege again. 
An Evangelist that uses one of the PowerPacks in my 
care also preaches on the TV and has used some of 
those Bibles as an outreach incentive. They announce 
for people to come for Bibles to one of our churches 
where they hear the Gospel preached before hand-
ing them out and more than 200 have been recorded 
saved in this outreach. It will be a great help once 
again to be able to print more.”

Recently we received a video from Nepal that 
had been forwarded to us by Pastor Thomas Maher 
in Madurai, India. With our help, he has been visiting 
churches in Bhutan, Nepal, and northern India, teach-
ing David Woods’ soul-winning program, and encour-
aging the churches. His report included a link showing 
a church building villagers were dismantling as the 
members held a service. The church sang praises to 
God as their building was being torn down. (https://
youtu.be/9IwYPe-XUFI) No one was beaten or killed; 
this was passive persecution declaring that the local 
Hindus would stand against a church continuing in 
their presence. Pastor Thomas wrote: 

“I expected that Pastor Sanjay may ask me to 
raise funds for rebuilding the church, but instead, 
he requested me to help with 3,000 Nepali Bibles to 
evangelize the whole of his region with the Gospel. I 
was thrilled about his commitment and how much he 
and the other pastors love Jesus and have a burden 
for souls.”

We may need to help them erect a brick or block 
building, but that is for another time. Right now, he 
asks for Bibles because he knows the Word of God 
is their strong tower. He understands that before 

you build the building, you 
must first lay a foundation 
that comes only from God’s 
Word.

As we received letters 
and videos from these many 
lands, they had several 
things in common.
• There were smiles, 
laughter, and even joyful 
dancing. 
• They held the Bibles 
with care and reverence as if 
they were holding a newborn 
baby, yet with the excite-

ment of a child on Christmas 
morning. 
• They all expressed how 
important their Bibles are to 
them, one stating, “We like 
more than money because it 
helps us to preach the Words 

of God to those who are lost.” And Pastor 
Shaukat emphasized that now, his young Tim-
othies, hundreds of them, finally have a Bible 
to read from, witness with, build sermons, and 
guide them in ministry.

• They all vibrantly asked for more.
So, this then is now our annual Christmas project, 

and we encourage each of you to join us. Each family 
and each church. This is a great way to give Jesus 
a birthday present on the day 
we celebrate his birth. So, like 
Heaven’s army (host), let’s 
send out good tidings of great 
joy to all the people! 

And in case you’re won-
dering, a Bible typically costs 
us $4-$10, depending on the 
country. 

In Tanzania, Bibles 
are delivered to rural 
churches that have 
grown from meeting in 
houses to having their 
own bamboo facilities. 
Now they have Bibles 
as well.

In Nigeria, pastors and leaders from eighteen church-
es, along with their wives, receive Bibles to carry 
home to their members. (above and below)  

Pastor Shaukat in Pakistan, gives Bibles to those 
saved at a house church meeting where Jon 
preached in February. Hundreds of Bibles were given 
to every new believer in each village.
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     Many people worldwide will give gifts in Decem-
ber — most will not. For many, gift-giving is done to 
fulfill an annual responsibility without knowing the 
meaning behind the tradition. Still, for others, who 
know the True Meaning of the celebra-
tion, it will be an expression of love. 
God loved us, so He gave His Son to 
us. 

     According to the angelic army 
that oversaw His birth (“host” is the 
same world as “army” in Greek), His 
gift was for all people, in all genera-
tions. For us, fulfilling the Great Com-
mission is like parents on Christmas 
Eve, wrapping gifts to be received and 
easily opened with delight a few hours 
later. We eagerly and earnestly share 
the love of God with all who would 
hear, using every method available to 
us.

     Jesus continually gifted people with food, health, 
financial needs, and relief from suffering. He did so to 
show that He was both the gift-giver and the greatest 

gift of all. 

     So, though you may already help us feed thou-
sands of children every month — it’s Christmas. Now, 
you can help us give Christmas Stockings to children 

who have never — and likely will nev-
er — receive a Christmas gift in their 
entire lives.

     By giving $20, we can produce 
the bags and fill them with little toys, 
candies, school supplies, tracts, and 
even a New Testament. We then send 
our preachers and their church mem-
bers to find the poorest of the poor 
and the neediest of the needy -- chil-
dren who may have never had a gift 
and never dreamed they would. We 
give them away freely, along with the 
Good News of God’s greatest gift.

     Would you help us by purchasing one or more? 
We are waiting to receive your check or online gift. 
For a gift of $20, you can provide a Gospel Stocking 
to one child. We encourage you to do so online at 
www.FinalFrontiers.world — or use the QRC below.

Q
A

FOr tHe tHOUsands OF CHildren in OUr Feeding 
Centers WOrldWide*, WHat dOes a CHristmas 
giFt HaVe in COmmOn WitH a snOWman?
* Honduras, Middle East, Ghana, Kenya, Cambodia, Myanmar, India, and Pakistan — Ukraine has plenty 
of snow!

They are not likely to ever see either.
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w w w . T A L . w o r l d

#1 sponsorship  allows you to choose and suPPort a sPeciFic child For $35 monthly, Providing daily Food, school suPPlies and 
medial care. every quarter you’ll letter From your child, directly to you. 
#2 partnership also known as daily bread (Pg. 22) is For those who give any amount to Feed desPerately hungry children (a 
dime Per meal is all it costs). in this Program you’ll receive occasional Photos and biograPhies oF one oF the children world-
wide who were beneFited by your oFFering.

for teaching but 
for food. And after 
attending, the girls 
started to grow 
physically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually. 
They also shared 
the gospel in school 
with their friends. 
As a result, these 
children are growing 
up good in Christ 
and learning good 
habits through our 
children’s ministry. 

When Saranya 
was five years old, 
she had jaundice. 
Her mom was worried and lost hope because her 
father did not care about the children and the family. 
The mother had no money to take her to the hospi-
tal; her only hope was Jesus. She committed and 
prayed, and God was pleased to heal Saranya. Now 
she is alive and twelve years old.

The third child, Sandhya Priya, even after 2.5 years 
of her birth, was not able to walk properly, so the 
mother brought her to the church and prayed ear-
nestly. Later she, too, was healed. Now she walks, 
eats, and plays well.

They live in a two-room house. As we enter, we find 
a small room where they all eat, sit, and sleep. The 
other room is a kitchen where their mother cooks. 
Two families share the toilet. They have no prop-
er electricity, so they use lanterns in the evenings. 
Drinking water can only be fetched every alternate 
day when the government opens the tap outside the 
house. 

They don’t have proper food or dress. Their father 
is not good, the mother struggles, and the house is 
not proper. Due to all this, they don’t have peace of 
mind in the family. After meeting them, a few people 
from the church visited their family and prayed for 
them, and God provided peace to their family. Please 
pray for the father’s salvation which will change their 
lives and futures. Thank you for giving us funds to 
feed these girls and so many others like them.         

a rePort From noel solomon, bengaluru, india

A girl named Saranya is attending the “Touch-A-Life” 
program in our church; she is 12 years old, lean, and 
active. (Blue dress in the photo.)

Her parents were raised Hindu, but in 2000, her 
mother, Padma, heard about Christ through one of 
her aunties and was saved. Her father, Mr. Venkatesh, 
is working as a tailor and is not yet saved. She has 
an elder sister named Shwetha, who is16 years old, 
and a younger sister named Sandhya Priya, who is 
five years old. Her mother works as a housemaid and 
struggles hard to raise all three children in Christian 
doctrines.

They face a lot of rejection and problems in the 
family because whatever the father earns, he spends 
on alcoholic drinks and doesn’t take care of the family 
well. So the mother and three children attend church 
regularly and are praying for their father to come 
to the saving knowledge of Christ. But her father’s 
family doesn’t like her mother as she brings them up 
in a Christian manner, so they always try to spoil the 
peace in their family by performing acts of witchcraft.

The three girls attend a Christian school where 
they receive a mid-day meal. Most mornings, they 
have nothing to eat, and after arriving at the school, 
they wait for the lunch break to fill their stomach, 
and again, in the evenings, they have nothing to eat. 
Their mother is fed lunch at the house she cleans but 
shares that food with the children.

When they started to attend the church and learned 
it was feeding the children who attended the program, 
their mom decided to join them in this program, not 
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In India, Surya, one of the boys at the Grace 
Children’s Home in east India, died of dengue. This 
boy was a semi-orphan, meaning one parent had 
passed, but since the other could not feed him, he 
was brought to our home. Unfortunately, in late Au-
gust, he succumbed to dengue and now living with his 
Father in Heaven. Many children in India are currently 
suffering from dengue and typhoid, two diseases that 
my son Daniel and I have experienced. Both are pain-
ful, and both are life-threatening. I recall that Daniel 
was hospitalized for four days in Honduras, receiving 
medical care around the clock. Unfortunately, I was 
not near a hospital when I experienced it. Neither of 
us nor my daughter Sara had medical treatment when 
we contracted typhoid in 1987. We were in a remote 

Akha tribal village at the time in 
northern Thailand.

Nearby in a leper colony 
where we have a feeding cen-
ter, the government had closed 
access due to covid. Fortunately, 
our team was able to find a way 
to deliver monthly supplies of food 
for all the leper’s children living 
there. (top right)

In Honduras, in early August, one of our 
lifelong Touch a Life girls, Ana Ruth Arguijo, suddenly 
passed away in her sleep at the age of sixteen. Her 
family was well known to all the groups on Visionary 
Trips. Ana and her sister Cesia Johana were always 
at every service along with their father Ramon, who 
is known as Moncho, a delightful, loving man. Her 
brother Humberto now lives and works in the capital. 
All three grew up in our feeding center. Ana was born 

one month after we opened, so all 
her noon-day meals have been 
with us.

A week before her passing, I 
was on the patio as the two girls 
headed home after their meal. 
Ana waved and walked on with 
her typical smile and said,

“Goodbye, brother.”

The following Sunday, she was baptized at her 
new church. Monday evening, Nolin and I went for 
a walk downtown and ate at a local restaurant. Af-
ter eating, we bought ice cream and sat in the park, 
enjoying the cool evening temperature and conversa-
tions with friends and some present and former “kids” 
from our feeding center. Within a few minutes, Ana, 
Cesia, and Moncho walked up to say hello, and we 
chatted a while. Nolin invited them for ice cream, and 
after a time, they left to go home. That Wednesday, 
Ana was sick and visited the clinic. They, of course, 
could not help her, giving her only aspirin and a 
prescription for a doctor’s appointment at the govern-
ment hospital in the capital. The appointment was for 
Friday. However, she woke her dad early Thursday 
morning and gently said to him, “I’m going now.” He 
thought she was dreaming or sleepwalking and as-
sumed she meant she was going back to bed. A few 
hours later, when he woke, he found her dead.

Nolin and I visited them along with our kitchen 
administrator, Juana. We had to step outside for a few 
minutes while the Fire Department prepared her with 
some pre-burial solutions. I suppose it was an alter-
native for embalming fluid. Her mom sat outside with 
guests and, due to her failing mental condition, did not 
seem as grieved as Moncho, who continually burst 
out in tears.

We were invited to be the first to view her in the 
casket once the Fire Department officials left. The 
simple casket had a glass window on the top, as is 

Weep with those who weep.
Rejoice with those who rejoice.
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customary, so you could see the face of the corpse. 
Nolin had brought her a beautiful and colorful dress 
we bought in India and gave that to the family for her 
burial. They were so thankful that she could be buried 
in something other than a third or fourth-hand dress. 
They had inserted cotton inside her ears, nose, and 
mouth to absorb any liquids that might escape. They 
did not wrap her head, as is often done to keep the 
mouth from opening, and they left her eyelids open for 
some reason. I took a picture because many of you 
knew her and enjoyed being with her. I wanted you to 
feel like you were there and have exposure to cultural 
burial differences. In third-world countries, the de-
ceased is often buried on the same day to avoid the 
negative aspects of decomposition. 

I share such details with you because I want you 
to know these kids are more than numbers to us; we 
know them and love them. We are so grateful for your 
support, allowing us to feed, clothe and share the 
gospel with them. 

In Kenya, earlier this year, a family purchased 
a delivery truck for our ministry. Though we quickly 
bought the vehicle, we were surprised to learn all the 
government requirements that made us have to wait 
to use it. Finally, after we resolved all those issues, 
they went to work adding non-factory extras that you 
and I would never consider. All these efforts were to 
protect the truck’s components and parts. If, for exam-
ple, the tail lights are not protected by a welded grill, 
they will be stolen (see photos at right). 

Here’s a short list of the extras:
• Covering the fuel tank with lockable metal frame
• Enclosing the battery, fuses, and air filter with 

welded coverings
• Adding a metal grill to the tail lights, rear support 

bar, and turn indicators
• Installing secure nuts on the door hands and shot 

welding the wipers.
That being completed they applied our Touch a 

Life Kenya decals and had a special ceremony of 
dedication. This vehicles is used to deliver supplies to 
more than four hundred supported pastors, their Timo-
thys and our four feeding centers. NONE OF THESE 
ARE SPONSRED. We desperately need donations 

for our Daily Bread ministry that supports feeding 
centers, not individual children. Any amount will be 
appreciated and well used.

In Pakistan we have worked to build a new 

facility for the Bible Institute there. This factify fulfills 
several purposes:
1. It allows the church, which meets on the pastor’s 

roof, to have a place of its own.
2. It provides classrooms for the Institute, which now 

has branches to a half dozen other locations many 
hours away. What the students learn here, they go 
out to teach in the remote churches.

3. It gives a place for specialized training for all our 
churches in such things as church administration, 
youth ministry, children’s work, music, etc.

4. It is a prominent, legal, and acceptable witness for 
Christ in a Muslim land.
Though building costs in Pakistan have soared in 

the past year, the original (and sufficient) amount we 
raised is no longer enough to finish this project. At the 
time I am writing to you, we have a deficit of $4,400 
to finish the interior walls, floors, windows, and fur-
nishings. We pray someone will fulfill this need so the 
work in Pakistan can flourish.



Fourth Quarter 2022 -  Progress Report

20

During the summer, it seemed like everywhere we 
went, young adults would approach us with big smiles 
to say hello. However, I suppose they would see 
confusion in my expression because, on almost every 
occasion, their initial hello would be quickly followed 
by the question: “You don’t know who I am, do you?”

Usually, I had no idea who they were, but then 
again, I often forget the names of my grandkids, niec-
es and nephews. Unfortunately, “senior moments” are 
becoming more and more frequent.

Many of these kids -- I mean adults -- are now 
married, working, and have their own families. So it is 
rewarding to know that what you have done for them, 
has turned them into productive, employed members 
of society and local churches. 

The photo on the next page is such an example. 
This is Jonas, pictured at right, the second sponsored 
kid at our first feeding center. In late 2005 as a tod-
dler, my daughter Sara sponsored him and continued 
to do so until he finished high school. Jonas was at 
our groundbreaking service, and somewhere I have a 
photo of me holding him as a toddler as he cried.

Jonas is now a young adult; believe me, I have 
teased him about our first encounter on many occa-
sions, especially when his friends are around. This 
summer, I walked out of our dining hall to observe Ed-
gardo and Pedro (red shirt in the background) giving 
gifts to kids from Suyapa. Food bags were also being 
loaded for delivery to others, and we had hired a local 
auto-taxi driver to do so. A three-wheel auto-taxi is 
known by many names around the world. They have 
a motorcycle engine and usually run off propane or 
gasoline. I first learned to call them tuk-tuks in Thai-
land in 1986, and now they are known by that name in 
Honduras as well.

When I first stepped outside, my attention was on 
the vehicle and the food bags; then, I noticed who it 
was loading them up for delivery. It was Jonas, now 
about twenty-two years old and gainfully employed. 

But Jonas is not the only former Touch a Life kid 
who works for us either part-time or full-time. Johana 
and Wendy serve as maids for our guests, and Frank 
is a guide for our groups. He was too old to participate 
when we started, but his brothers attended, and his 

mom helps part-time. There is 
also Brian, Jonas’ cousin, who 
is our groundskeeper along 
with Moises. And let’s not 
forget Marvin, who also works 
as our guard. Men know him 
as Marvin, but he always 
told the ladies his name was 
Fernando, as he licked a 
finger and smoothly brushed 
an eyebrow. As a child, he 
was always a “Don Juan” but 
has settled down with a wife 
and two children. They are a 
precious family.

These are just some of the 
ones who work for us, but at a 
local restaurant, one day, we 
noticed the waitress staring 
at us intently. I went to speak 
to her, hoping to convince her 
that I am not Brad Pitt since 
so many people confuse me 
with him — or him with me. 
She told me she grew up in 
our feeding center, so I asked 
her name and if we could take 
a picture with her to send to 
her former sponsors so they 
could see the results of their 
sponsorship. (I didn’t write her 
name down because I thought 
I would remember it. Ooops.) 
She told us that she never 
had a sponsor but that we fed 
her daily anyway. She was fed 
by our daily bread program. 
(pg. 22)

All this is from just one 
feeding center out of eleven 

in Honduras, not to mention India, Pakistan,  Middle 
East, Cambodia, Kenya, Ghana, and Ukraine. So, I 
want to thank you who have and continue to touch the 
lives of children around the world—what a difference 
you have made for them, their family, their church, 
and for us. Let’s do more!

They grow up, and what a blessing they become!

The Story Behind the Stories
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about.

By Jon Nelms
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The The Daily Bread Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.

With $100 you can feed up to 1,000 children.  that's 10 cents per meal.

DAILY BREADDAILY BREAD

— tHe mOre We reCeiVe, tHe mOre We Feed. — 

oUr neW Centers in hondUras
The top photo shows improvements to our center in Zu-

rzular (the Coffee Church). We knocked down three walls 
to make the auditorium bigger and added a kitchen and an 
outside bathroom. We also put sidewalks around the building 
to cut down on the mud tracked in. Though the picture does 
not show it all, the auditorium can now hold 100 seats and is a 
perfect feeding center and church facility. There are no spored 
kids here; they are all participating in our Daily Bread program 
and are fed each Sunday at church. About 100 children eat 
four times a month for $100. Thank you, Pastor Steve Ware 
and Tabernacle Baptist in Orlando, for making this possible. 

Photo two is our newest feeding center in Guaricayan. 
The building follows the same pattern as our facility in Bartolo, 
which is getting a face-left. The facility has a large dining area 
with a secured kitchen/storage area in the back.

Photos three and four are our new kitchen addition to our 
church/feeding center in Suyapa and the latest appliances we 
put inside. In addition, we have moved the metal tables out-
side for the kids to eat on and purchased plastic chairs for the 
church and a PA system. Suyapa is also getting a new outdoor 
bathroom like the one in Zurzular, with ladies’ and men’s sides 
and a wash area between them.

All this was 
accomplished in 
August/Septem-
ber with funds 
from many gener-
ous families and 
churches. How-
ever, more needs 
remain worldwide, 
so let me know if 
you want to help.
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THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of 
everyone is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This 
is our preferred and most effective method of supporting national preachers 
at whatever amount you choose. You will receive a different biography and 
report each month from a preacher supported through this fund so you can 
see what your giving is accomplishing.

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or 
call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy 
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes 
$10 support of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and 
accountability overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as 
well as providing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to 
half of this amount is used overseas. 
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be 
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church 
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry.

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for 
national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experi-
ence as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full 
sponsorship.

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic medical 
care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered by pastors 
who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the children. Funding 
distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored children. You can go online to 
select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324.

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unsponsored 
children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unsponsored children 
immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center.

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s Word. Smug-
glers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations.

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support for this 
program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four.

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator 
or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dramatized, audio 
Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that 
they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective with lepers and the illiterate. 
Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at www.ThePowerPack.world

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be applied as 
designated.

LAYING UP ETERNAL REWARDS 
WHEN YOU'RE ALREADY IN HEAVEN

Planned Gifts - such as a bequest in your will or 
a charitable trust, a stock donation or a designa-
tion in your life insurance - is a way you can help 
us continue to promote your desire to evangelize 
this world, even when you have passed on to the 

next - and its easy to do.
For help, contact your personal estate planner or 

let us refer you to one. 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENTINVOLVEMENT ... ...

Yo u r  G i v i n g  O p t i o n s . . .

RR
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YY

  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Please contact me regarding:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

   
 □ Please send me information on your auto-debit program 

 □ I want to receive the Progress Report by Email

 Email:
_____________________________________

  Name:  _________________________________________________

  Address: ________________________________________________

  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________ 

  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________
 □ Check here if this is a new addres or phone number.
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Fertility rates are the number of births 
annually per 1,000 women of reproductive 
age. 

Worldwide, fertility rates have continued 
to decline over the past fifty years. This, 
combined with increases in life expectancy, 
is resulting in an aging global population. 

Since 1950 the median global age has 
grown from 25 to 33 years. And though ap-
proximately half the world is under the age 
fifteen, those older are getting older. 

The World Bank has determined that in 
2012 the working-age population peaked and has 
since been on the decline. This means that more and 
more families will be responsible for caring for aging 
parents who cannot work. Less disposable income 
will result in less food and medicine and increased 
disease. Additionally, fewer funds may be available 

little known facts about the societal impact of aging

around the world 

Churches Started
Villages Evangelized
Professions of Faith
Believers Baptized

since our beginning in december 1986, through the eFForts oF our 
network oF tens oF thousands oF Preachers, timothies and their train-

ees, records indicate that there have been ...

during these years our 
network has encomPassed ...

Preachers 
Timothies
Touch A Life Kids

“COME AND SEE OUR ZEAL FOR THE LORD”
II KINGS 10:16

moved lately?  please give us your new address... 
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1-800-522-4324

register to receive publications and/or news alerts online at: www.finalfrontiers.world

Final Frontiers Foundation
PO Box 507
Louisville, Georgia 30434

Address Service 
Requested

facebook
JOIN US ON

494,884 
1,553,437

18,336,219
6,361,995

2,998
25,199

3,455

for education, savings, and home-based business 
start-ups in developing countries. 

Ministries, especially those in low-income regions, 
should prepare by evaluating their current activity, 
and implementing resources and strategies to reach 
the elderly and care for their needs.


