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The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the Final Frontiers Foundation, 
inc.  Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to 
foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restrict-
ed to national preachers only; thus they are open to us because of our unique method 
of missions.

We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient 
and effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial sup-
port from believers in the West, for God’s servants abroad, who are actively involved in 
church planting and discipleship.

Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, repu-
tation and ministry experience.  We support only those who are serving by faith, never 
those who are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher 
in a third-world country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry.

All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible trans-
lation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health 
programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children’s ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, 
churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight; or 
give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed. 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23:
The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes. 

Executive Board of Directors:
Final Frontiers is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Ex-

ecutive Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. 
Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, 
Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by those serving on 
the National Boards of Advisors. 

International Offices/Directors:
International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes 

and are staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our Di-
rectors of Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable 
of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national preachers 
who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often 
fill these positions for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location on site.

Contact Information:
For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a 

speaker for your church or mission conference, please contact our home office:
Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324
1200 Peachtree St.   Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org
Louisville, GA 30434 USA                        

Legal:
“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 

501 C3, administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries (see page 23) are also administered by the Final 
Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial 
Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies prior to 
posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the minis-
try’s global evangelistic outreach.  Final Frontiers is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 
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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to 

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.

c o v e r  P h o t o . . .  
date:
location:
subject: 

the story: After evangelizing in this Hindu village, a elderly man who  pro-
fessed faith in Christ, walked back to where his idols were en-
shrined in a small temple, and began to take them out, one by 
one, and destroy them. Behind him is the shadow of the pole that 
holds the banner announcing this to be a Hindu village that wor-
ships other gods. 

mid-February, 2022
a dessert village in the Punjab, eastern Pakistan
A man, distroys his idols



Final Frontiers Foundation

3

A few thoughts from Jon Nelms

 Updates and Encouragement ...

… and designate Final Frontiers as your charity of choice  and 
Amazon will perpetually donate a fraction of their profit to our ministry.

Give — even when You’re getting.  go to ...

     Things are going very well with our Visionary Trips in Honduras this summer. 
Our first group from Columbus, OH (Lighthouse Baptist, Pastor George Bell) was split 
up by the airlines, some arriving one day and some the next, after a night in Pana-
ma. Unfortunately for them, it rained much of the time, but still, they saw many souls 
saved and got to experience the ministry we do here daily. The second group from 
Hammond, IN (City Baptist High School with Ricky Torres) had their trip canceled by 
the airlines but have re-scheduled to come down in November, so I will be back to host 
them. (I’ll take any excuse to come to Honduras!) The third group arrived on time from 
Oregon (Beaver Creek Baptist, Pastor Mike Mutchler) and had a great week. They also 

saw several hundred saved, and these first groups, primarily teenagers, helped to start two new churches. It is 
a blessing to see teenagers get off social media and actually communicate with others, face to face, in sharing 
the gospel. As I write, I am preparing to receive a mixed group from Texas, Georgia, and Missouri in two days. 
Then after they leave, our final group from Asheboro, NC (Bailey’s Grove Baptists, Pastor Jon Shook) will 
arrive. As each group leaves, there are always tears from adults and teens whose lives were forever touched. I 
tell them all at the beginning of their week, they will see and experience things they will never forget, and from 
time to time, I hear from folks who visited with us almost twenty years ago and verify the truth of those words. 
I hope we can touch the lives of many more of you next summer, especially the teenagers. We are having so 
many American teens come this summer that we have virtually become an international summer camp. And 
surprisingly, some have told me that their week of summer camp in the United States costs more than our 
week here, including the airfare. (Hmmm. Maybe after seventeen years, it’s time to raise the price.) 
 
     We are also hearing from other groups of our preachers around the world. In Pakistan, they have complet-
ed five of the seven wells, and the results are incredible. In the future, I’ll follow up with more stories. Around 
June 23, I heard from them with the delightful news of having — that month — already baptized more than two 
hundred adults in the new baptistries you built for them (as part of the well project). Hundreds of young men 
and ladies have dedicated their lives to serve our great Lord, and next week, they will have their annual sum-
mer camp as a time of evangelism for lost friends and training for the ones serving and about to start serving 
(which will probably be another fifty or more). We need as many preachers and pastors in Pakistan as we can 
produce to handle the increasing harvest of souls. Thank you for helping with that need. 
 
     As you read, I hope you will give time to an extraordinary story I wrote, starting on page twelve.   We were 
blessed in February while in Pakistan to experience something truly marvelous. It was a first time event for me, 
that I will never forget. I know you will be blessed if you take ten minutes to read the story and that you, too, will 
praise God for what has been, and is doing in that country for the Name of the Glorious One. Unfortunately, my 
space has run out here, but my words and reports will continue on almost every page, so enjoy hearing about 
the great success our Lord has given us  —  and thank you for being a vital partner. And when you read page 
five, please understand my motive for writing. We appreciate all of you but wanted you to rejoice by learning 
how others have done what is in your heart to do, if our Lord had enabled you to do so. 
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From a middle east pastor and BiBle smuggler: 

This is a story of a man brought to Christ because of 
just one Bible you gave us.

A 29-year-old man I know had grown up in a Muslim 
family. His father died when he was seven years old, 
and after that, his uncle took care of him. He start-
ed taking him to the mosque to teach him Islam and 
prayers and how to subject himself to the religious 
men’s beliefs, rituals, and teachings.

He grew up following their footsteps and read all the 
books he could find, especially regarding Christianity, 
from an Islamic point of view. He wanted to be able to 
defend Islam in front of Christians and prove to them 
their error in following Christianity, so he was specif-
ically reading critical studies on the concept of the 
Trinity and the divine nature of Christ. 

When the sectarian war began, every Islamic denom-
ination tried to recruit people to join their militia to fight 
the other denominations. Still, he refused to engage 
in the war because he believed fighting should only 
be against the enemies of the religion. Surprisingly for 
him, the religious justification for fighting used many 
Quranic verses, prophetic Hadiths, and stories about 
past Islamic wars, most of which he had never before 
heard.

His journey of searching for the truth about God in-
cluded his concern about how Allah allows the killing of 
other Muslims. But, then, when he studied the “aposta-
sy wars” that took place after the prophet Muhammad’s 
death, he was greatly shocked; he couldn’t believe that 
this was Islam. He soon doubted everything about his 
faith and didn’t know who to ask or talk to. He knew 
if he tried to ask questions, he would be accused of 
treason by his denomination, family, and religious 
inheritance.

After a period of confusion and having many ques-
tions that didn’t have an answer, the Lord opened the 

Providing God’s Word ...  

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles in the Middle East for $6 each. See page 23 for more information.

door for us to meet. His first words to me were, “Usu-
ally, when I meet a Christian, I try to prove that Chris-
tianity is a rejected and distorted religion. Still, today I 
came to meet you because I feel dissatisfied with ev-
erything I do in Islam. I pray five times a day, fast, and 
strictly follow the lifestyle I was taught, but none of this 
fulfills me.” Then he said, “I don’t know what pleases 
Allah. If I go to war and fight, I can’t believe killing each 
other in that way is His will.”

We talked about God, His forgiveness and prayer. 
He then revealed his despair by saying, “I learned in 
my study that one of Muhammad’s caliphs when he 
asked on his deathbed if he was ready to confront 
Allah, said, ‘If I knew that if only two of my prayers (in 
my entire life) had been accepted, I would have been 
ready to face him.’” 

As he expressed his hopelessness, I told him the 
only source I had from which I could answer his ques-
tions was the Bible. So I began to talk to him about the 
true God. I started from the book of Genesis, explain-
ing the creation of man in His image, our sin and sepa-
ration from God, His desire for restoration with us, and 
the need for a holy sacrifice. (Muslims sacrifice goats 
once a year as a temporary atonement.)

These topics took a lot of discussions and explaining. 
He was continually trying to meet with me, despite the 
difficult and dangerous situations we live in. So one 
day, when I offered him a Bible to read, he took it with 
joy and said, “I think this book is my last opportunity to 
find contentment and inner peace in my heart.” I told 
him to read the Word of God without comparing it with 
Quran; just read it because you want to know the truth. 
After several weeks, he came to me and told me, “The 
Book you gave me changed me and made me know 
the delusion I was living in.” 

He is now a part of our house church and reaching 
others who are seeking Truth.

We are currently trying to raise $150,000 for  25,000 
more Bibles. Can you help? 

SmugglersSmugglers
 ►  For All People 
 ► In All Lands 
 ► By All Means
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My motive for sharing this report is for you to see 
how God provides through you and others who may 
at the moment, be more economically capable than 
the rest of us. I often get messages from you saying 
you are touched by the needs of others but don’t have 
the ability to help. Believe me, I know that situation 
well. (Prayer helps as you will see.) But God knows 
our hearts and sees not only what we do but what 
more we would do, if we could. Quarterbacks and 
receivers tend to get all the glory, but where would 
they be without the rest of the team, the coaches, and 
the staff? On a team, there is no jealousy or belittling 
of abilities. Everyone is there for a reason. They are 
a team, and they all rejoice when the team wins. You 
who give regularly continually lay the foundation for all 
we do. At the same time, others are enable to do what 
you and I cannot. So, get ready to rejoice and remem-
ber —everyone on the team gets a Superbowl ring! 
     Occasionally, some of you acquire considerable 
sums of money that you don’t need or want. They 
may be from a dividend payment, an inheritance, or 
a tax return, and you want to invest those funds in 
God’s servants and their needs. So, you call and ask 
if we have any special projects at the moment. Well, 
of course, we do — we’re moochanaries — uh, I 
mean missionaries. 
     We always have projects; after all, our network of 
national preachers exceeds 29,000 men. That’s a lot 
of needs — too many to tell you about. Our protocol 
is to select them based on experience, cost, strategic 
value, and accountability. Naturally, projects that ben-
efit the preachers, widows, and orphans, smuggling 
Bibles, etc. go to the top of the line. Though everyone 
wants a new building, we usually ignore it unless it 
has a strategic value for a growing ministry.  
     Recently we received such calls from several fam-
ilies. In some cases, these few families supplied the 
complete need according to their abundance. Let me 
share a few with you that we never had to share with 
all of you.  
In January — A Middle East pastor named Abraham 
successfully evangelized the village of a local Gov-
ernor. After giving us permission to evangelize and 
feed his people, the governor disappeared. Almost 
immediately, on a return trip to preach, Abraham was 

assassinated. We bought his body from the assassins 
and buried him. You helped with all this, but then one 
family gave to fully provide for the widow’s needs. 
Their gift allowed us to relocate and save her from a 
forced marriage to a Muslim man and have funds to 
begin a new life.
In February — Our ministry in Pakistan needed to 
build a three-story structure for their Bible Institute 
with classrooms, a kitchen, and dormitories. The proj-
ect was provided fully by one brother whose business 
God abundantly blessed last year, despite Covid. He 
had extra funds that would go either to the Lord or 
taxes, so he chose to bless us. 
     Then a gift arrived from another family providing 
educational materials for thousands of pastors in 
India and purchased vocational training equipment for 
churches in the DRC (Africa), helping them become 
self-sufficient.
In March — In Pakistan (story on page 12), we 
wanted to provide wells with solar-powered pumps, 
2,000-gallon cisterns, a baptistry, outdoor restrooms, 
and running water to every home in seven newly 
evangelized villages. A couple who learned of this 
need before we publicized it provided funds for five of 
the seven wells. Many of you gave the balance. They 
also purchased a new delivery truck for Touch a Life 
in Kenya and repairs for our vehicles in Honduras.  
     An elderly couple gave to build a new kitchen 
and dormitory (2 story structure) at our orphanage in 
Myanmar. They cover the cost of the entire project 
from the sale of a house they no longer needed.
In April — Then they gave to help four building 
projects in Honduras. Three other families also gave. 
Thus, though we never advertised the need it was 
fully met.
In May — Before announcing several strategic proj-
ects in the Middle East, one family enquired and 
gave a huge percentage of the need. Soon we will 
announce the balance of those needs and seek help 
from the rest of you. 
     Our sincere thanks to ALL of you for ALL your help, 
and especially to those with “widow’s mites” that are 
the backbone of this ministry. We are lost without you. 

projects  
We never had to Mention 

Rejoice! Some needs are met before we can even share them with you. 
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I expect this to be a great season. It will undoubt-
edly be the largest number of people we have hosted 
in the summer as more than one hundred people are 

coming to Honduras to 
visit.

I don’t know if it is the 
joy of the experience, the 
great food, or my lovely 
personality, and I don’t 
care. Nolin and I are just 
so happy to give our sum-
mer to host you and yours 
and hope that you will be 
tremendously blessed.

While our visitors are 
there, we will be constant-
ly involved in building 
projects. They won’t be. I 
want them to visit villag-
es, help in feeding cen-
ters, evangelize, conduct 
VBS programs, and visit 
the churches they have 
helped us start over the 
years.  

     At the same time, our 

crews will be busy adding a kitchen to our Suyapa 
church/feeding center, remodeling the Zurzular 
church/feeding center with a foundation, electrical, 
plumbing, restrooms, and installing a kitchen. Then in 
Guaricajan, we will clear the land and build a church/
feeding center for the little congregation there who 
donated the land pre-covid. On top of all that, we are 
constructing two new dormitory rooms bringing the 
total to fourteen.

When the summer is over, I intend to travel a bit, 
though I may need to change my September sched-
ule to Vietnam or Nepal. And if at all possible, though 
I need to visit the brothers in Africa, I am dying to go 
back to Pakistan.

Wherever I go, you are welcome to come along, 
“lift up your eyes” with me and see the fields that are 
“white unto harvest.” Let me know if you want to come 
along. 

Visionary Trips
“Lift up your eyes and look”

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure 
trips are for families, youth groups, school and churches

For more information call:
800-552-4324

July-August:
Honduras
Guatemala 

September:
Bulgaria 
Romania 
Hungary 
Ukraine

November
December: 

India 

January:
Dem. Republic of

the Congo 
The Congo 

Angola 
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Check them out online. Check them out online. 
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Providing Missionary Support and Tools for  
Evangelism and Church Planting

In the last Progress Report, we highlighted how 
the Great Commission Fund helps provide the tools 
national church planters need to be more productive. 
In this issue, I want to give you some examples of 
how we use your funds.

In the first place, we currently have 168 preachers 
who the Great Commission Fund supports. The other 
1300+ leaders are receiving direct sponsorship from 
families or churches. Those who provide direct spon-
sorship give $50 a month per preacher and receive 
his quarterly report. Those who support preachers 
through the GCF receive ten to twelve reports each 
year. Four in the Progress Report and the balance 
sent via email. When giving to the GCF, there is no 
report to receive from an individual preacher because 
you are not supporting one preacher but hundreds, 
with the combined giving of others like you. Still, in 
each GCF Report, we highlight a preacher or his min-
istry so you can see how your support is used.

We hope to build that fund over time, equal to the 
numbers we give direct support to. I believe this is the 
best way for us to support national preachers.

Allow me now to give you some samples of what 
your funding accomplished last year.
in the state oF taMil nadu india

Pastor Thomas Maher, pictured above, asked if 
we would supply copies of my Great Omission book 
for his students and pastors. First, we had to have it 
translated from English to Tamil and then print enough 
for all 19,000+ pastors to receive a free copy. 

He wrote: You may see the pictures of books 
printed. We will be mailing them to all of the pastors 
in Tamil Nadu in a couple of days, as soon as God 
provides the mailing cost. We have discussed with the 
courier company about mailing 3,000 books to start. 
The company has given us the flat rate, wherever in 
India it may be. The cost of mailing one book is about 

60 Rupees which is 77¢. We will mail the books as 
soon as the Lord provides the funds. We have been 
praying for $2,571 to send the first 3,000 copies..

This is an ongoing need until all 19,000 pastors 
have a copy, so I would appreciate it if you could help 
us accomplish that. They will use this to mentor their 
members about missions in India and beyond. 
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In the photo on the previous page, you can see 
some female students holding their copies. Shortly 
after receiving them, they left on a ten-day assign-
ment to help churches all over their state with VBS. 
After that, Thomas sent a larger group of young men 
to other churches. 

Recently I wrote that some of the GC Funds are 
used to assist Bible Women. These girls pictured, 
though still students, are typical of the Bible Women 
we help. When their education is complete, they will 
return to their families and home churches to help 
their pastors as they need them.
in the state oF KarnataKa, india 

Pastor S. wrote: Persecution in Karnataka is not 
new; it is one of India’s worst regions of persecution 
after North India. Our preachers have impacted Kar-
nataka, where the Gospel has permeated and brought 
about visibility in converts’ lives, which irked the Hindu 
militants to launch attacks with the government’s help.

We are the ones who are affected the most. This 
is because 85% of our church services meet in the 
houses of believers or rented houses. As a result, the 
militants have observed new churches taking root in 
houses and spreading to outlying villages. As such, it 
is the houses that they are attacking and threatening 
the owners against renting to pastors. As a result, 
police have by force stopped the services in houses. 
They tell the pastors they need to obtain prior per-
mission to have meetings. But it is impossible to get 
permission for such meetings. 

One of our men, named K., is the most affected by 
the militant impact. The previous government, which 
was secular, approved his request for building a com-
munity Hall/Church. The construction loans had been 
dispersed on an installment basis, and even some 
secular leaders contributed to the construction. But 
once the Hindu-based government came to power, 
they gave rise to the militants, forcing the government 
to take an unfavorable decision against us and revok-
ing the loans. Many pastors who had begun construct-
ing church buildings based on a verbal promise by the 
secular leaders previously are now prohibited from 
continuing their construction. The government says 
they no longer have proper permits. 

Please see the half-constructed church/communi-
ty building where our preacher K. conducts services. 
He is desperately seeking some assistance to com-
plete the building. About $12,000.
bibles, bibles, and More bibles

Typically, when I mention Bibles, you probably 
think of our efforts to smuggle them throughout the 

Middle East, but that is not the only place we distrib-
ute them. 
in PaKistan 
… we gave a Bible to every person who accepted 
Christ while we were there, hundreds of them, and left 
boxes for the pastors to continue the practice. 

in nigeria 
Pastor Adewale Adesina, who Missionary Mark 

Holmes trained, wrote: Today, at the Missions confer-
ence I conducted in Ibadan, I was able to distribute 
Bibles that we printed with the funds you sent to us. 
It was such a blessing to see the Bibles come off 
the press last week and be transported 12 hours by 
road so that the preachers in my group that attend 
can have some Bibles to give to their churches. It 
was such a blessing to print the Bibles in the Yoruba 
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language. Twenty-one 
churches were repre-
sented at the conference 
and went home with the 
Bibles. I cannot imagine 
how many people would 
be blessed as these 
preachers use them. 

On the journey, our 
van was stopped by the 
Road Task Force. When 
I told them I was a pas-

tor taking the Bibles to other preachers, the officers 
quickly asked for a Bible and eventually let me go 
without a fine. I am thankful they received the Word 
of God and pray that they will come to know Jesus as 
their savior. 

If the Lord allows us in the future, we would love 
such an opportunity again to be able to print more 
Yoruba Bibles. We want to thank the donors for giving 
us the Word of God to propagate.  

And BTW, when we go to mission conferences in 
America, it is to get our people stirred up about mis-
sions. When they go, it is for the pastors to be sup-
plied and strategize about what region they will invade 
next. They’re stirred enough already! 
in nePal and bhutan

Recently Pastor Maher traveled to Bhutan and 
Nepal to meet with pastors and offer them help in any 
way he could. While there, he gave Bibles to every 
pastor and copies to take home to their church mem-
bers.
in togo and benin 

Pastor Sika Yawo (right) sent an encouraging 
letter thanking us for the 1,000 Bibles we gave him. 

He wrote: While 
there, our preach-
ers entered a 
village and target-
ed the idolaters 
and those who 
had never heard 
the Gospel. As a 
result, four idol 
priests accepted 
Christ and are 
now worshipping 
in the church. 
and More 

Last year, we 
completed twen-
ty-seven major 
projects, from 
eye surgery to 
building homes 
for widows, from 
giving food bags 
to poor, starv-
ing families to 
relocating entire 
churches from 
Afghanistan to 
areas safe from 
the Taliban. We provided construction projects for var-
ious orphanages we fund and built college and church 
facilities. We funded summer youth camps, winter 
youth camps, and youth conferences that saw thou-
sands come to Christ and hundreds  trained as active 
witnesses for Christ. We bought dozens of bicycles, 
motorcycles, trucks, and vans. We gave equipment 
and vocational training to church mentorship pro-
grams for their members and as an outreach. And we 
paid for some of our international staff to spend weeks 
in ICU and hospitals due to Covid, accidents, and 
persecution.

We did all this and more because God enabled us 
by sending you our way — and because so many of 
you are now supporting the Great Commission Fund 
at any amount and any frequency. Please keep it up! 
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Books authored by Final Frontiers 
Staff and Preachers

Jon’s books are available on Amazon, Kindle, and Audible, in English and Spanish. The proceeds of his books 
help to finance our Educational Fund giving free resources to national preachers worldwide. Once read (or 
heard), Jon would appreciate a good review. The Great mission is now available in the Tamil language. 

Benjamin Tawiah is in Ghana. Benjamin’s Books are available free to members of the Final Frontiers Society. 
The FFS is a free educational service provided to national preachers globally. It provides free books, articles, 
sermon ideas, etc., to help the national preachers in their ongoing exploration and study of God’s Word. 
Many, most preachers in developing nations, do not have any formal Biblical education. Referencing this 
website offers them the opportunity for ongoing training and discovery. 
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What is a mission field? Christian leaders often 
refer to their own towns as a mission field. But why? 
We promote youth mission trips, then take them to 
Houston or Miami, where they clean up hurricane 
debris and pass out water bottles. Biblically, these are 
ministries, not missions. 

A missionary may give away water, but everyone 
who gives away water is not a missionary. Likewise, 
a pilot may eat a bag of peanuts, but everyone on an 
airplane who eats a bag of peanuts is not a pilot. Nor 
is everyone on the plane who works for the airline a 
pilot. They each have their own job to do. And trust 
me, you don’t want an airline attendant in the pilot’s 
seat.

K.P. Yohanan once said that after Pentecost, 
Jerusalem ceased to be a mission field and became a 
parish. What is the difference? 

Biblically, a mission field is primarily populated 
by people who have never heard the gospel and are 
likely to have had little or no exposure to it. Paul made 
this distinction by stating that he, as a missionary, did 
not build upon another man’s foundation. Paul almost 
always preached where no one had gone before him. 

So, why did he limit himself in that way? Because 
as a missionary, his job description was to take the 
gospel where it had never been preached before. 
Thus, he did not build on a foundation someone else 
had laid but poured the foundation himself. Once 
there, he would convert and baptize the new believ-
ers, then develop a disciple and/or leave someone 
behind to pastor the new flock. Then he would move 

on to the next place where Christ was still unknown. 
The Apostle James was not a missionary but 

a pastor. He lived and died in Jerusalem, feeding the 
flock God had given him, not converting the pagan 
idol worshippers of the outer empire. 

Referring to “home” as a “mission field” is like call-
ing a men’s Sunday School class - a nursery. We all 
used to be babies, and maybe sometimes we still act 
like babies, but hopefully, we no longer are. (Wives, 
you decide.) Unfortunately, ignoring what the Bible  
teaches about missions has led to spending vital 
missionary resources on what should be funded and 
staffed by the local church, ministry outreach. 

 Logically, the more we spend on the home 
ministry field, the less we have available to spend on 
the foreign mission field. 

Understanding the great Commission
— a glimpse inside — 

From The Video Course:  — Episode 19  — What Is A Mission Field? 

Though the message of the Gospel has not changed, our cultural methods of presentation and delivery have, and thus the need to have a 
course correction. 

Years ago, we did a weekly blog on Final Frontiers Radio to update you about our ministry around the world. Closing each episode, Jon 
Nelms would give a two-minute, thought-provoking discussion on different aspects of missions, missionaries, and the Great Commission. In 
2020 he compiled those into fifty-three one-page essays and titled the book, Understanding the Great Commission. 

The format was designed to capture your attention one day a week for a year. The purpose was to lead you, your family, and your Bible 
Study groups through a brief moment to think about missions and provide an impetus for reflection on what you had read. Under the same 
name, those episodes are now featured in 5-10 minute videos on the Final Frontiers YouTube channel. Beginning in August, we are releasing 
one class a week.  In addition, those who register for the free course can download a free digital copy of the book as the curriculum. Please 
share this with your friends and help us continue to affect change in missions, bringing it back to its biblical roots.  

• A mission field is a place where Christ is pre-
dominately or entirely unknown and unnamed. 
Are there any neighborhoods in your town that 
may fit that description? What will you do about 
it?

• If the tithe belongs to the Lord, what should we 
do with it—what we want or what He wants? 
What steps can we take to accomplish that?

• What is the quickest, cheapest, easiest way to 
reach an authentic mission field? Is it by send-
ing one of us to preach to them or helping one 
of them reach their own people? You decide, 
then do something to facilitate it. 

Points to Ponder: 
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The Banner Of The LOrd 

By Jon Nelms
This story took place in mid-February as I traveled in 
Pakistan with Joshua Martyn and Roy Harris, visiting 
our national director there, Pastor Shaukat Siddique.

Will you allow me to tell you a story? Not just any 
story but of an event that I personally witnessed and 
of which I am sure, I will never forget. 

Isaiah once spoke of an event of which he wrote, 
“In the year that king Uzziah died (739 BC), I saw also 
the Lord, sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train (the massive hem of his garment) filled the 
temple.

Unlike Isaiah, I did not see the Lord Almighty, but 
I felt Him, that is, I felt His Spirit as He passed by, and 
deep inside, where the still, small voice of the Lord 
speaks to us, I heard Him. To be sure, I was more of 
an observer than a participant and what I witnessed, 
well, you may think was just in my mind, or an exag-
geration, or perhaps even a detour into Pentecostal-
ism. I understand, and I don’t blame you. But I can 
assure you it was none of the above.

The Spirit of God, at times, speaks to us to guide 
us and lead us. Sometimes His speaking seems to 
be almost audible and other times, it comes to us as 
a simple, logical conclusion that we think is our own. 
And then there are times when His “speaking” is only 
to glorify Christ or the Father. Still, I believe there are 
many times when the Lord speaks to us or manifests 
His glory in our presence and we don’t even notice 
His participation in it. This was true with Mary, who 
came to anoint Jesus at His tomb and though face to 
face with an old friend, mistook him as the gardener. 
Such was the case with the two disciples who walked 
and talked with him for a great length of time on the 
road to Eumaeus, and did not recognize his face, his 
voice, or his mannerisms. It was only when He began 
to pray, speaking not to them but to His Father, that 
they understood who it was.

In both cases, after seeing the Lord, they ran to 
tell others who would be blessed to hear. So today, I 

sit to write a story to tell you. Not to elevate myself or 
others but to lift Him up, to praise His works, and to 
bless you with the realization that our Lord lives, He 
leads His disciples (those who follow Him), and glori-
fies His Father — sometimes in our presence.

For me, this was one of those times when I under-
stood what was happening, as the Spirit of God made 
His presence apparent, and it almost took my breath 
away as it filled my being with a joy and awe that I 
had never experienced. All I could do was to repeat 
with my voice the words that I heard echoing from my 
inner being. As I heard them in my spirit’s ear, I could 
not refrain myself from repeating them in awe and 
worship. What were those words? “This is my village 
now.”

Since that day in mid-February, I have been diving 
into the book of Isaiah, studying the man and the time 
in which he lived. Before and into the early develop-
ment of the Assyrian Empire to the time of Hezekiah’s 
rule, he prophesied about the coming attack which 
would be decades later and how God would save His 
people, if they would turn from their idols and serve 
Him. Amos, Hosea and Micah also lived and prophe-
sied during this time.

The ten northern tribes of Israel refused to turn 
back to Him and were conquered by Sennacherib who 
scattered them across his empire so effectively that 
they would never come home again. They assimilated 
with other indigenous tribes as well as other refugees, 
and in time became known as Samaritans and Kurds 
among other newly developed people groups (called 
nations in the Bible).

All this occurred as punishment because, as 
chapter 2:8 says, “Their land also is full of idols; they 
worship the work of their own hands, that which their 
own fingers have made.

And that has been the case in every civilization, 
every tribe, and in every tongue since the fall of Ba-
bel. Men invent gods to worship, then produce idols 
for the spirit or essence of the god to inhabit, then 
worship the images they designed and made, turning 
their backs on the Creator to worship the creation. All 

“ G o  t h r o u g h ,  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t e s ;  p r e p a r e  y e  t h e 
w a y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ;  c a s t  u p ,  c a s t  u p  t h e  h i g h w a y ; 

g a t h e r  o u t  t h e  s t o n e s ;  l i f t  u p  a  s t a n d a r d  ( b a n n e r ) 
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e . ”   I s  6 2 : 1 0
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this is an action for which God has no tolerance, yet 
gives abundant patience. 
Throughout the Bible, many references are made to 
the term “standard” which could be translated “ban-
ner” or “flag.” Their purpose was to identify locations 
and send messages. 

After the battle of Bull Run, because of the mas-
sive confusion caused by the smoke of rifles, muskets 
and cannon, and because the Confederate flag was 
almost identical to the US National flag, which led to 
further confusion on both sides, the Southern army 
created a  unique “battle flag” which in the decades 
since, became the recognized flag of the Confederacy 
and was unfortunately misused by those who ignored 
its purpose, using it instead to represent actions of 
bigotry and racial intolerance.

Even today, there are international maritime 
banners that are 
used for warning, 
for identification and 
for communication. 
Navy vessels, when 
not wanting to use 
communications 
that can be detected 
by their enemy, will 
resort to morse code 
by signal lights of by 
displaying banners, 
using them as an 
alphabet to relay 
messages to nearby 
ships. 
But typically, a flag 
is used to identify 
a  government or 
army, waving over 
the location it inhab-
its or controls. For 
example, experi-
enced travelers will 
know that at each 

American Embassy, there is an American flag waving 
proudly above it. This is not for show; it is a declara-
tion that this is an American Embassy and thus, the 
land on which is sits is American soil.

During battle, in ages past, each division would 
have its own flag, as did the cavalry, the archers, etc. 
The banners were used to tell them when to shot, the 
distance to the enemy, and when the calvary should 
attack. Since troops are divided and separated in the 
fog of war, they can, by seeing their division’s banner, 
know where to regroup. This was particularly helpful 
when you were fighting with a number of allies against 

a common foe. It is highly probably that you may be 
fighting with men who don’t speak your language. 
Their banners waving and their insignias displayed on 
shields or armbands, would allow a soldier to discern 
enemy from ally.

So, what does this have to do with my story?
Look at the photo below. What do you see. The 

small structure is actually a Hindu temple with a few 
idols inside. Americans, being unaccustomed to 
pagan practices, wrongly assume that a temple is a 
large structure which you enter to worship. In reality, 
a temple is just a place of worship. It can be massive, 
like the Westminster Cathedral in London, expan-
sive like the Grand Palace of the Emerald Buddha in 
Bangkok, or the size of a shoe box. If it’s big enough 
to hold an idoI then technically, it is a temple. In this 
case, the temple is the size of a dog house, which is a 
standard example. 

The round object beside it is a place to burn sacri-
fices for the idols and the gods that inhabit them. But 
what I want to bring your attention to is the banner fly-
ing beside it. When I approached the temple, of which 
I have seen thousands, I was surprised by the banner 
and asked why it was there and what is was for.

This particular village was on the edge of the 
desert. You can see that someone took the time to 
section off a piece of land and even to build a curb 
around it. To someone, this was holy ground. But 
again, what about the banner?

When I first asked, I was given a brief answer stat-
ing, “it is there to identify the village.” But the answer 

Battle flag of King Richard III
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wasn’t sufficient, so I asked for a deeper  explanation. 
After all, being on a hill top, you could easily see the 
village from a great distance. Seeing it, was in fact, 
why we were there. As I pivoted to my left, far out in 
the distance, on the horizon, barely visible to us, was 
another banner. “What is that banner for?” I asked, 
to which Pastor Shaukat replied, “That is a Muslim 
banner.”

Now it began to make sense. In Pakistan, most 
people are Muslim, but they take great care to protect 
the rights of the religious minorities that live there. 
Criticism of other faiths is not permitted.

The first banner was like a royal flag in medieval 
days, its purpose was to identify the king or com-
mander’s tent and the place for his troops to gather. 
This banner was placed there beside the temple to 
say to all with eyes to see, this Hindu territory. The 
second, distant flag was there to mark the boundary 
and silently state that you are now leaving Hindu terri-
tory and entering Muslim territory.

Finally, I understood, and Solomon’s words be-
came true. “For in much wisdom is much grief: and he 
that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.” (Eccl. 
1:18) As I understood the purpose of the banners, I 
was indeed sorrowful to see that there was no banner 
there for Christ. My only thought was, we must claim 
this village and all its people for Christ.

As we walked a bit further, passing by a dried-mud 
wall, Shaukat led us to a gathering of the village. They 
were inside an open courtyard, sitting on the ground, 
waiting for us to arrive. As we walked into the court-
yard, I could not help but notice another small temple 
with idols inside (at right). This temple was more or-
nate than the first, and housed more idols, talismans 
and items of worship. But then, there was something 
else that I have never seen. Stretching across the 
courtyard there was a rope overhead, about three me-
ters off the ground, and hanging from it were mutilated 
pieces of a goat.

When we questioned the purpose, an elderly man 
with one leg stood with his crutch to tell us that he 
had put it there to rid the village of evil demons. His 
story continued that he had a sick goat in his flock 
and the Hindu seer had told him that in order to save 
the others, he had to sacrifice one. Pastor Shaukat 
wisely asked him, “Sir, if someone in your village was 
sick and the seer told everyone that they have to kill 
you and mutilate you, hanging your bones on a rope 
like this one, would you agree?” Immediately he said 
no. “So then,” Shaukat continued, “you should not try 
to appease these demons with your sacrifice. Instead, 
pray to the living God who can protect your flock.” As 
soon as the words left Shaukat’s lips, without hes-
itation, the old man spoke and several young men 

jumped up, took the rope down (at right)  and cast 
away the talismans of bones and flesh.

Like a road sign suddenly appearing, this act told 
me that God had sent us there and that something 
was about to happen. Something marvelous. 
Shaukat continued to speak to them for a few mo-
ments, explain how our sins had caused the death of 
our God’s son, who willingly gave himself as a sacri-
fice for us.

I have learned over the decades that Americans 
lack understanding on may issues that we think we 
know all about. Sacrifices is one of those issues. We 
sacrifice our time, our money, our talents but not our 
lives. A sacrifice does not continue living after its pur-
pose if fulfilled. It is dead. But we think we sacrificing 
our wealth when we give a tithe when we give to God, 
all the while keeping the rest for ourselves. Sacrifices 
don’t live to tell their stories, someone else has to do 
that.

After a few moments, Shaukat turned to me and 
asked me to preach the gospel to them. I sat as a 
spoke, as all of them were also sitting. There was no 
special music, no, “turn in your Bibles to such and 
such reference,” as they had no Bibles. There was 
only the simple teaching style we find Jesus constant-
ly using. Speaking truth in a way the listeners could 

understand. Not using 
words like redemp-
tion and justification 
which they have 
never heard and cold 
not comprehend, but 
telling the story of 
our great God. Start-
ing with His creation 
of the universe, the 
world, the plants and 
animals and man. 
How sin entered the 
world by a Deceiver, 
the enemy of our 
God. How mankind 
lost his relationship 
with the Creator and 
then began to make 
gods with their own 
hands. Without being 
condescending, I 
asked them, how they 
could pray to an ob-
ject they had made. 
And I was delighted 
to see them shake 
their heads in a show 
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of understanding.
I told them how the Creator had sent messenger 

to tell them about His desire to have fellowship with 
them again and to be their God. Then I told them how 
a sacrifice was needed to restore that fellowship. 
They understood the need for blood as there is no 
sacrifice without death and blood. But how amazed 
they were to learn that they did not have to purchase 
the sacrifice but that God provided it for them, free of 
charge, and that the sacrifice was the eternal blood of 
His Son.

As understanding began to grasp their minds and 
hearts there was a slight stirring, a leaning forward 
to hear more, an ignoring of crying children, crowing 
roosters, cackling hens and wandering lambs. All eyes 
were fixed on us as if they could see their sacrifice 
hanging before them, not on ropes but on a tree, 
shedding His blood for them. I cold see eyes tearing 
up and found that mine too were beginning to flow 
and my words breaking up.

I told them about our God as I have done for near-
ly four decades around the world. Our great, loving 
and almighty God. He does not take, He gives. He 
does not hate, He loves. He is not a man who strives 
to become a god, He is GOD, who became man. He 
demands a sacrifice that we cannot give, then pro-
vides the Lamb for that sacrifice. After going through 
a list of praises about Him, and comparing Him to the 
gods of Hinduism, I asked them, how can you not love 
our God? How can you not wonder at His greatness? 
How can you not crave His forgiveness? And then told 
them that following Him would require denouncing 
and abandoning all other gods and asked who among 
them wanted to follow Jesus. To my surprise, they all 
stood, all but the old man who had commanded the 
rope to be removed.

Pastor Shaukat looked at me smiling. I told him 
brother, they must not have understood, explain it to 
them again. As he started to do so, several of the men 
interrupted him and said, “We do understand, and we 
are ready to follow Jesus.”

I sat there fighting back the tears as I was watch-
ing an entire village turn to Christ.

Joshua Martyn was there behind me filming. He 
noticed that in the valley below us, a wind had picked 
up and he filmed it as it approached from the distance 
towards us, with the green wheat waving as it passed 
over them. He turned to film as the wind approached 
where we were and the leaves on the tree above me 
began to move. All this was occurring as those men 
were saying, “WE do understand, and we are ready to 
follow Jesus.”

As they spoke the words I bowed my head, rever-

encing God, and felt the refreshing breeze as it blew 
past me. It was then, at that precise moment, with my 
head bowed that in my inner being I heard the words, 
“This is My village now.”

I understood it as the Sprit of God saying His ban-
ner now flies over that village, there will be no more 
idolatry, no witchcraft, no talismans, no enchantments, 
noting of the Deceiver. It is now HIS.

And as the breeze blew past me, the words came 
out of my mouth repeating what I had just heard in my 
spirit. “This is HIS village now.”

Now is the time to move forward in conquering 
this lad for Christ. Though the prophesy was given 
through Isaiah (11:10) to Israel, I must believe that it 
holds true today for the Great Commission:
“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a ban-
ner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and 
his resting place will be glorious.

While there, we gave each new Believer a Bible, 
and in the three months since, Pastor Ayoub (below), 
one of our preachers supported through the Great 
Commission Fund, has been going there with his Tim-
othys to establish the new church. You may recall that 
we are drilling seven new wells for village churches.

Your giving provided for all this and much more. 
Your support of the 

Great Commission Fund 
will help us to cover their 
travel expenses to these 
remote villages.

Enjoy the photos on 
the next page. 

These are some of the ladies who gave their lives to 
Christ that day. 
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Watch our seven-minute video about our visit to Pakistan last February. It includes an arial shot of our team
walking into the village in this story, the men taking down the fetishes, and those who stood to profess

faith in Christ.  Find it on our Final Frontiers YouTube channel. Here’s a link: 
https://youtu.be/N84CIQHQK10 

This is the village where people wor-
shipped the legs of goats, The idol temple, 
shown on page 14,  was behind the man 
sitting on the bed. It is now gone. Why? 
Because this village belongs to Christ 
now. All of it.
Still, the ladies typically sit away from the 
men and cover their faces so no man can 
see them. But, in time, as they realize 
they are all “family” now, that will end.

The toilets and baptistry are complete, 
and the Believers are ready for their first 
baptism. This is village number four of the 
seven we are blessing with a water sys-
tem this summer.
Most accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
when Jon Nelms, Joshua Martyn, and Roy 
Harris preached to them as Jon sat on the 
bed. The others did so as Pastor Shaukat 
and his team returned to preach to them 
every week.

Recently a woman was wearing a satan-
ic necklace, and when Pastor Shaukat 
preached the gospel, she threw it away. 
Now she believes in the Living God and 
is among the eighteen adults baptized on 
May 15. 
Notice the joy the onlookers have as they 
clap for each person as they come up out 
of the water —- and wait their turn!

You can see the baptistry beside the 
3-room bathroom (also in the photo 
above) in this picture. In addition, the 
2000-gallon water tank that services the 
baptistry and bathrooms is visible. The 
pump is powered by solar panels, which 
bring the water from the well over 500 
yards away.
Here you can see the joy as a family 
gets water at their front door. They laugh, 
splash, and enjoy the water Christ and 
you have brought them. 
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w w w . T A L . w o r l d

#1 sponsorship  alloWs you to choose and suPPort a sPeciFic child For $35 Monthly, Providing daily Food, school suPPlies and 
Medial care. every quarter you’ll letter FroM your child, directly to you. 
#2 partnership also KnoWn as daily bread (Pg. 22) is For those Who give any aMount to Feed desPerately hungry children (a 
diMe Per Meal is all it costs). in this PrograM you’ll receive occasional Photos and biograPhies oF one oF the children World-
Wide Who Were beneFited by your oFFering.

Pastor Vel Za Siama, Final Frontiers and Touch a 
Life National Director for Myanmar, sent us a mes-
sage about a widow with three grandchildren. Be-
cause she was homeless, a deacon in the church and 
some of our orphans, brought them to our new farm 
and built them a small house to live in. It is a tempo-
rary shelter from the rain and the hot sun.

Serving Christ today is no different than serving Him 
2000 years ago when He took a single basket of fish 
and bread and fed 5000 men and their families. And 
today, you give us funds to buy a farm, and He mul-
tiplied your funds, providing a home for a widow and 
her grandchildren.

In the same letter, Vel informed us that our orphan-
age at his church needs repairs and expansion. A few 
years ago, we built a two-story girl’s dormitory. How-
ever, they need space for more orphans due to Covid 
and the multi-year civil war in their country. 

In addition, the kitchen had a damaged roof and 
was becoming a challenge to cook on rainy days as 
water poured in. So he sent us a budget of about 
$30,000 to build a new, two-story facility, with a new 
kitchen/dining area below and more living space 
above.

One family visiting a church where I spoke a few 
months ago called and donated the total amount. That 
was just another basket story as only our Lord could 
provide.

Most of the needs we receive are not $30,000 
needs; they are $30 and $300 needs. We so deeply 
appreciate all of you who have made our ministry — 
your ministry, and we pray for more of you. 

Now, — let’s see if we can’t pass out some more 
fish sandwiches! 
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From Pastor George B. in the Levant 
April, 2022 

I send greetings to all of you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for your prayers and for standing with us in 
these difficult days, which encourages us and helps 
us keep preaching and teaching the Word of God to 
those souls who need redemption by His Blood. Your 
many sacrifices help us reach out to people who con-
sidered us traitors in the past, and we have been able 
to show them Christ’s love and compassion for them.

Among them is a 47-year-old man who grew up in 
a Muslim family. When he was six years old, his father 
started to take him to the mosque to teach him all the 
religious beliefs and the rituals and how to obey his 
religious leaders without any discussion. He continued 
his whole life in this way and tried hard to obey and 
follow all his beliefs and the rituals without any ques-
tions, no matter how many doubts were in his head.

In 2011, when the sectarian war began in our 
country, it was devastating on every level, and this 
man lost his father and brother in a battle against 
militia from another Islamic denomination. So, he 
decided to take his mother, wife, and three kids and 
flee to a safe area. But after a short period, the reli-
gious leaders in his denomination began to form new 
militias backed by the countries that supported their 
denominations. The religious leaders justified this and 
recruited men saying that they should defend their re-
ligion, the prophet Muhammad, their religious shrines, 
and their families. Therefore, he decided to join one 
of those militias and fight to defend his religion, de-
nomination, and his family. The religious men of his 
denomination blasphemed all other religions and the 
other Islamic denominations and justified all the things 
their militia did.

On one occasion, they entered one of our house 
churches in the area under their control and arrested 
three young men from that house church. Then, by 
orders from the religious men, they blew up the house 
church’s building. This man about whom I write was 
the leader of the militia group, and he was the one 
who arrested our three brothers. Fortunately, after a 
few days of torture and negotiations, the Lord helped 
us release our brothers and get them back. Your offer-
ings provided the funds to release them, and they are 

still serving our Lord as church leaders and preach-
ers. 

  
     

At this same time, the members of our scattered 
house churches were spreading the message of 
salvation and trying to help everyone find their daily 
basics of food. We were also trying to help children by 
offering free tutoring and delivering the message of 
salvation to them because most of the schools have 
been destroyed or turned into military service cen-
ters. So his three children  attended our  special free 
lessons, and we fed and taught them without knowing 
who their father was.

One day this man was wounded in battle so badly 
that he became hopeless and was sent home with-
out any income or compensation, at the same time 
that we were taking care of his family and his mother. 
At the same time, his oldest son, who was fourteen 

Forgiveness brings their  
Torturer to Christ

Historically the Levant covered a much larger area, 
but today it includes only Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Syria, and parts of Iraq, Turkey, and Saudi 
Arabia.  
 
Map courtesy of Wikicommons: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Atlas_of_the_Le-
vant 
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years old, accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his sav-
ior. 

After becoming disabled, he was no longer import-
ant to his religious leaders. None of the men of his 
denomination provided any help to him or his family, 
so he lived in an awful psychological condition, hope-
less and unable to care for his family and too broken 
physically to work, even if he was offered a job. See-
ing this, his son asked some of our men to visit him 
and talk to him about the Lord and pray for him, but 
after learning of his military background, they were 
cautious and came to me as their pastor and asked 
me what they should do. So, I decided to visit him and 
took some men with me.

When we went to his home, I introduced myself 
to him. He said he was very grateful for what we 
were doing for his family. Then, I began to talk to him 
about God’s love which motivates us to help others. 
After a time, he said to me, “I can’t reject your words 
because even though we are from different religions 
and we consider you to be infidels, you loved us and 
gave to us what no one else offered us. You showed 
us extraordinary love, even though I tried to kill some 
of your young men. So, even if you forgive me, I can’t 
forgive myself.”  

When he said that, I immediately understood who 
he was and how he had treated us. I began to explain 
to him how the Word of God taught us to love even 
our enemies and pray for them, so I asked him, “How 
can I not love you as my neighbor?”

At his invitation, I returned several times to vis-
it him. After a few meetings, he willingly received a 
Bible from my hands to read, knowing that possessing 
it would carry a death sentence for him. Then a few 
days later, those same three young men he had cap-
tured and tortured came to visit him and shared their 
forgiveness with him. The tears flowed, and soon after 
that visit, he came to the knowledge of salvation and 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior, and on 
the same day, his mother and wife also accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as well. 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 In his most recent quarterly report, we received 
the story above from just one of our many preachers. 

 
     You too can help us support such preachers 

throughout the Levant, North Africa, the Middle East 
and worldwide by funding our Great Commission 

Fund at any frequency and at any amount. For more 
information visit our website at:  

 
www.FinalFrontiers.world 

Don Ohm is a dear friend who writes monthly for our Final Frontiers 
Fellowship website, a branch of our ministry that provides national 
preachers with training materials and encouragement, free of charge. 
Don continues to write incredible, compelling letters to encourage 
God’s people and servants.

Don, though American, served in Canada, but rather than take sup-
port from American churches, he trained his people to tithe and take 
responsibility for him as their pastor, not as a missionary. Successive 
men have since replaced him, and the church still helps our ministry by 
supporting national preachers.

Don has retired from the third church he planted, Lighthouse Baptist 
in San Antonio, TX., and turned the church over to his Timothy from 
many years ago.

Don has about twenty books available, and even if you are not a 
missionary, I know you will be blessed by reading one. Please consider 
sending him a donation to bless his family and pay for the shipping. I 
would recommend maybe $20-$30. You can contact him at: pasto-
rohm@sbcglobal.net

Another Book written by a  
Final Frontiers Staff Member
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Not every culture builds the way we do in the Unit-
ed States. And I’m not saying their way is better - but.

My wife Nolin, being from Honduras, is always 
amazed to watch new houses built here. We typically 
pour a foundation, then in a day, erect 2x4s and 2x6s 
to make a frame for what comes next. After that, we 
skin it with 4x8 foot panels, add a thin layer of insu-
lation then cover it with fiberglass sheeting (or fake 
brick and rocks) about as thick as the lead in a pen-
cil. Next, we duplicate the same on the roof and nail 
on some shingles. Water pipes were laid before the 
foundation was poured, but now we need to install 
the ducts and electricity. Then we move inside to lay 
tile or carpet, put up sheetrock, dress the ceiling and 
paint the walls. Voila! We have a house.

I know I have oversimplified the process, but that’s 
how it seems we do it. However, throughout much of 
the world, they first make a border foundation of ce-
ment blocks, then begin building cement block walls. 
After it is complete, they pour cement down the holes, 
so the finished result is a solid concrete building. 
(They do that a lot in Florida because of their building 
codes for hurricanes). Typically, their trusses are not 
pine; they are steel. So even in a storm, your roof is 
very safe (shingles or tiles being the exception), and 
the walls aren’t going anywhere. So they may still be 
standing at the end of the Millennium!

Now here’s the funny part. After the walls are up 
(but typically before the roof), they put the water pipes 
in place, then pour in a cement slab. That’s right; the 
slab comes after the walls. Then, they decide where 
the electrical lines should go, chisel a path in the 
walls, lay in the electric lines, and seal them with a 
coat of plaster. Once smoothed out, they paint the 
walls, and it’s finished.

And if later they want a new window or door, they 
knock out a hole and put one in. Finally, to get rid of 
an unwanted window or door, they seal it off with con-
crete blocks, add some paint, and there you have it.

Now, those who have visited us in Honduras on 
a Visionary Trip know how our buildings were made.    
The difference is their houses are about 30% the cost 

of ours and built to last. And termite protection is not 
needed as they can’t eat through cement. The dis-
advantage is that noises inside and outside bounce 
off the walls, so you need a lot of curtains, blankest, 
cushions, etc., to absorb sound.

So you might wonder how expensive is the ce-
ment. Not very, compared to here. Also, they mix the 
cement on site unless it is a massive project. Not with 
a mixer, but by hand. Take a look at the photos on the 
next page, taken during the construction of one of our 
recent well/baptistry/restroom projects in Pakistan. Af-
ter making a brick border, the man poured in cement 
and made a crater at the top. Then he poured in water 
and began to mix the two. Next, he put it in a wheel 
barrel and walked it wherever the builders needed it. 

Some countries are not so sophisticated and don’t 
make a border; they open bags of cement, make the 
crater, and proceed. Either way, you have a layer of 
cement stuck to the floor that was never scraped up 
and used when the project is finished.

And if you think that is an arduous process, check 
out how they drill down 1,500 feet to find water. It is all 
done by hand!

Wheel barrels are not just used for cement, but 
also bricks, and not just horizontally but also vertical-
ly. Check out the inset photo on the next page. Our 
crew hoisted these bricks to the roof of our three-story 
Bible College facility under construction in Lahore, 
Pakistan.

Incidentally, the houses you see on pages 15 and 
16 were made of sticks woven together like a lattice. 
Then stones were placed into the latticework to fill 
them as much as possible. After that, they take mud, 
not plaster, and force it into the cracks and let it dry. 
When that is done, they put a coat of mud plaster over 
it, inside and outside, smooth it out, then decorate it 
with chalk drawings. So be careful when hanging a 
picture! The floor is compacted dirt and, in some plac-
es, is smeared with wet cow dung, which dries hard, 
almost like cement, and has a light beige color (and 
no smell). There is no plumbing, no electrical, and no 
indoor kitchen or bathroom. That’s how it’s done. 

C O N S T R U C T I O N  M E T H O D S 

The Story Behind the Stories
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about.

By Jon Nelms



Final Frontiers Foundation

Final Frontiers Foundation
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The The Daily Bread Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.

With $100 you can feed up to 1,000 children.  that's 10 cents per meal.

DAILY BREADDAILY BREAD

— the  more  We  rece ive ,  the  more  We  feed .  — 

VaCation BiBle sChool
Most children in developing countries have never experienced or 

even heard of VBS.

In late April, we received word that Pastor Thomas Maher was 
organizing a state-wide VBS for churches under his care in Tamil Nadu, 
India. Thomas has his own church and trains/oversees thousands of men 
who are pastors and church planters. In addition, he has an impressive 
Bible college, a television ministry, and a free “Sword of the Lord” style 
paper, with some 20,000 pastors on his mailing list. His paper is the 
only training many of them receive. And he also has several Touch A 
Life feeding centers that he oversees for us.

I didn’t think he had time to organize a VBS in his church, must 
less in all thirty-eight districts (counties) of his state. But he has trained 
select pastors in each district to successfully organize and carry out the 
program. After gaining experience this summer, they will be able to 
train other pastors for the years to come. He also trained his students 
and sent them out for ten days to the various churches to assist the 
local bodies and get practical training.

In every district, they are targeting one church with 150 children, 
bringing the total of attendees to 5,700 kids. Each will attend the VBS, 
not for a few days but fifteen days, receive a meal, learn songs and 
Bible stories, and have game time. Unfortunately, VBS materials in 
the Tamil language are hard to come by and expensive. Still, as usual, 
Thomas found a way. (He’s a “doer,” not a “doubter.”)

And because he asked us to help financially, — we asked you 
(through one of our email alerts) to donate $2, so one child could attend 
the fifteen days of VBS, be trained, and be fed. So as you gave, we 
sent your gifts. Here are some photos that you may enjoy. (If we don’t 
have your email address, you miss fantastic weekly reports and oppor-
tunities to give and receive a blessing.) 
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THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of 
everyone is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This 
is our preferred and most effective method of supporting national preachers 
at whatever amount you choose. You will receive a different biography and 
report each month from a preacher supported through this fund so you can 
see what your giving is accomplishing.

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or 
call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy 
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes 
$10 support of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and 
accountability overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as 
well as providing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to 
half of this amount is used overseas. 
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be 
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church 
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry.

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for 
national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experi-
ence as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full 
sponsorship.

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic medical 
care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered by pastors 
who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the children. Funding 
distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored children. You can go online to 
select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324.

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unsponsored 
children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unsponsored children 
immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center.

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s Word. Smug-
glers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations.

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support for this 
program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four.

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator 
or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dramatized, audio 
Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that 
they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective with lepers and the illiterate. 
Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at www.ThePowerPack.world

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be applied as 
designated.

LAYING UP ETERNAL REWARDS 
WHEN YOU'RE ALREADY IN HEAVEN

Planned Gifts - such as a bequest in your will or 
a charitable trust, a stock donation or a designa-
tion in your life insurance - is a way you can help 
us continue to promote your desire to evangelize 
this world, even when you have passed on to the 

next - and its easy to do.
For help, contact your personal estate planner or 

let us refer you to one. 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENTINVOLVEMENT ... ...

Yo u r  G i v i n g  O p t i o n s . . .
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  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Please contact me regarding:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

   
 □ Please send me information on your auto-debit program 

 □ I want to receive the Progress Report by Email

 Email:
_____________________________________

  Name:  _________________________________________________

  Address: ________________________________________________

  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________ 

  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________
 □ Check here if this is a new addres or phone number.
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We often use Visualcapitalist.com for 
graphic displays of insightful information. 
So, if you are interested, you can find this 
graphic on their site and check out the data 
by countries and/or regions. Doing so will 
help you to understand

 ► our affluence, despite inflation 
 ► why missions dollars go so far with 

nationals
 ► why the rest of the world wishes to 

immigrate here.

Who could blame them? 
Regions:  Share: Countries:   Pop: 
Asia-Pacific $35.67      48       4.7B 
North America $31.79      23     579M 
Europe  $25.15      44     746M 
India  $3.50        1       1.4B 
Latin America $2.75      17     664M 
Africa   $1.14      54       1.2B 

little known facts

around the world 

Churches Started
Villages Evangelized
Professions of Faith
Believers Baptized

since our beginning in deceMber 1986, through the eFForts oF our 
netWorK oF tens oF thousands oF Preachers, tiMothies and their train-

ees, records indicate that there have been ...

during these years our 
netWorK has encoMPassed ...

Preachers 
Timothies
Touch A Life Kids

“COME AND SEE OUR ZEAL FOR THE LORD”
II KINGS 10:16

moved lately?  please give us your new address... 
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1-800-522-4324

register to receive publications and/or news alerts online at: www.finalfrontiers.world

Final Frontiers Foundation
PO Box 507
Louisville, Georgia 30434

Address Service 
Requested

facebook
JOIN US ON

483,819
1,518,430

17,931,563
6,219,964

2,998
25,199

3,453


