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     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the Final Frontiers Foundation, inc.  Cur-
rently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to foreign missionaries. 
In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restricted to national preachers only; 
thus they are open to us because of our unique method of missions.
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient and effec-
tive method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from believers in 
the West, for God’s servants abroad, who are actively involved in church planting and discipleship.
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and 
ministry experience.  We support only those who are serving by faith, never those who are waiting 
for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher in a third-world country needs as 
little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry.
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible translation and distribu-
tion, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health programs, handicap and leper min-
istries, orphan and children’s ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and 
support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed. 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23:
The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes. 

Executive Board of Directors:
Final Frontiers is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Executive Board of Di-
rectors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, 
Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by those serving on the National Boards of Advisors. 

International Offices/Directors:
International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and are staffed 
by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our Directors of Expansion. These 
Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their region of the world and are 
responsible for finding and approving the national preachers who meet our qualifications and are in need 
of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these positions for us based upon their knowledge, 
experience and location on site.

Contact Information:
For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a speaker for 
your church or mission conference, please contact our home office:

Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324
1200 Peachtree St.   Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org
Louisville, GA 30434 USA                        

Legal:
“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner 
ministry and a registered 501 C3, administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsid-
iaries (see page 23) are also administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the 
Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial Statements, by an 
outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies 
prior to posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the ministry’s global 
evangelistic outreach.  Final Frontiers is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to 

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.

c o v e r  P h o t o . . .  
date:   
location:    
subject: 

In the beginning, all our feeding centers took care of “sponsored” children only. But at $35 
a month per child, we were limited to how many smiles we could make. Since the demand 
was much greater than the supply, we started kitchens that all or in part feed unsponsored 
children. No frills — just food, and since the meals are served at a church, there is always a 
Bible lesson. For TEN CENTS, you can feed a meal to a hungry child and make a smile. See 
page 16 and donate dime — or even a dollar.

November 2019
Bengaluru, India
Daily Bread feeding centers — spend a dime, get a smile
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Greetings all,

     Nolin and I had a great trip to Egypt. As far as anyone was concerned, we were 
just typical tourists doing tourist things. Still, in reality, we were there for the ministry, 
meeting pastors we support from other lands and pastors there, on the ground, serving 
faithfully. 
 

     Follow-up with men we support is part of our accountability process, but doing so 
can be very difficult for those living in the Middle East. Can I travel to every country 
there? Yes, I probably can. Getting in is not the problem; getting out is. Years ago, a 
government official in one country sent word to us about a week before my scheduled 

trip to his land, warning that if I came in, I would never leave. Upon receiving his warning, I canceled my trip. 
Their response was a message to me saying, “If you think you are safe now, know that we can get you any-
where in the world.” Several weeks later, while in a Central American country, I was confronted by men in two 
vehicles. A black SUV chased me from behind, but I was able to outrun them. Then another car approached 
me from the front, taking eight shots at me. One bullet hit the tailgate, but I got away successfully.

     Since that time, we try to use wisdom as much as we can, so going to Egypt as a tourist was a must. There 
are many places I cannot go, so sometimes we find neutral ground, and the preachers choose some from 
among them to meet with me as they cannot all travel.

     Why the danger? It is because of our Smuggler’s Ministry. Islamic leaders fear the Word of God. They see 
the Bible as the most potent weapon for destroying Islam and their way of life. By their admissions, millions 
of young men (not to mention young women, the elderly, and children) have come to Christ since we started 
smuggling Bibles from Morocco to Afghanistan. House churches have birthed other house churches as the 
underground movement grows now, exponentially.

     We cannot meet the need, but we keep trying. As you read this, we have just smuggled several thousand 
more Bibles into two different countries. We are in the process of printing more. Each Bible costs us $6 to print 
and deliver, so I am asking you to help us. Statistically, our pastors have told us that each Bible results, on 
average, in the conversion of NINE adults. (That’s a cost per conversion rate of 67¢ per convert.) Currently, we 
are trying to raise funds for 12,000 more copies and already have funds pledged for over 8,000 of them. Why 
not earn some crowns in Heaven and help us print a dozen or more? ($20 will lead to 30 converts.)

     Right now, Nolin and I are in Honduras for a month taking care of some legal issues for Touch a Life. We 
are meeting some opposition that is hindering our work, so please pray that our Lord makes the crooked way 
straight. We are also facing serious problems getting funds into several other countries. The Enemy can’t stop 
the preachers from working or you from giving, so they are going after our funding routes. Our people are suf-
fering from the lack of funds which we have in hand and are trying to get to them. Pray for the Lord to grant us 
His wisdom and favor with the governments and banking institutions.

      It’s a hoot being in the game when you already know the outcome!

 Updates and Encouragement ...
A few thoughts from Jon Nelms

… and designate Final Frontiers as your charity of choice  and 
Amazon will perpetually donate a fraction of their profit to our ministry.

Now you caN Give — even when You’re getting.  go to ...
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A letter from a Bible smuggler …

    I want to thank God for each of you for your prayers 
and support. I praise the Lord for the Final Frontiers 
helping us in organizing the work and meeting the 
needs of our ministry here, such as distributing Bibles 
and paying rent for our house churches. Day after day, 
we see that the Lord is working among our people, and 
the Word of God is helping us build the bridge to show 
the people who the true God in the Bible is. This is the 
story of two young men who came to Christ because of 
your gift of Bibles. 
 

     A 23-year-old young man grew up in a Muslim fam-
ily. He learned to obey all the regulations of Islam and 
to follow the religious leaders of his sect. At the age of 
16, he involved himself in the sectarian war by joining 
one of the militias his religious leaders formed to protect 
their tribes. Doing this was motivated by losing two of 
his brothers. 

     He enlisted, feeling he was standing up for Allah 
and fighting to bring justice to Allah’s name. He felt the 
infidels (other Muslims not of his faith) had tampered 
with and corrupted Islam. After a few years, he realized 
that what his leaders were teaching them to do was 
worse than what the infidels did and taught. One night, 
he decided to escape the whole area, leave everything 
behind him, and go somewhere where no one could 
reach him.  
  

     He came to our area because he has some friends 
nearby who would help him hide for some time and 
prepare himself to flee to Europe. He had a terrible 
reaction to everything he had learned and was taught 
to stand for. He didn’t know what he believed anymore. 
The concept of Allah was no longer in his heart. But 
there were questions still in his mind, and he wondered 
about death and life? After a few months of confusion, 
one of his friends invited him to go to the mosque to 
pray. He refused, saying; he didn’t want to be involved 
in that again. Later on, he was scared to admit it, but in 

Providing God’s Word ...  

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles in the Middle East for $6 each. 
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team. See page 23 for more information.

his heart, he knew that it was all a big lie that they made 
to get him to live in and to fight for. One day he looked 
to the sky and said, “God, I know you are the only one 
who can give life and take it. I don’t want to be an athe-
ist. Please show me the truth.”  
 

     After a couple of weeks, one of his friends shared 
that he also doesn’t go to the mosque anymore and is 
reading a book for Christians. This friend was not a Be-
liever but was interested in knowing about Jesus. He re-
sponded to his friend that Christians are the enemies of 
Allah and questioned how he could read anything about 
Christianity or trust them for anything. His friend started 
to share what he had learned from his meetings with 
me and what he was reading. Then he thought, it’s not 
going to hurt me to have some knowledge about Christi-
anity, especially when I arrive in Europe. The friend told 
him that the Christian book is more understandable, and 
you can feel it is more truthful than our book. Hearing 
that, he tried to defend the Quran, but he realized that 
he no longer believed it. Again, he took a cigarette and 
walked outside. He asked himself, why am I defending 
Islam when I no longer believe it? He went back into 
the house and asked his friend, can I come with you to 
meet that man who gave you the Christian book? 

     When I heard this story, I made arrangements for 
the three of us to meet, and we started to talk. In the 
beginning, he was just sitting and listening, not asking 
even one question or making any comment. One day 
Brother Abo Rahma came to preach on the subject of 
Emmanuel and what it means for human beings. After 
the preaching, we had a long conversation with him, 
and the Lord started to work in my friend’s heart. Soon 
afterward, he asked to have a Bible to read. He brought 
his Bible with him and a pen to take notes on what the 
preacher said in every meeting. He would go home and 
study, then come back to me with questions. Then one 
night after the meeting, he and his friend, the one who 
had invited him to our house church, came forward and 
accepted the Lord.

SmugglersSmugglers
 ►  For All People 
 ► In All Lands 
 ► By All Means
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Evangelism Styles
     There may be only one way to Heaven — Jesus, but 
there is still more than one way to skin a cat. Or at least 
that's what my dad always said.

     What do I mean by that? Well, as a young mission-
ary, I was taught (by example and instruction) that the 
way you witness in America is the way you should wit-
ness everywhere. I soon learned that is not true. 

     Doctrine does not change, salvation does not 
change, but the way we present Christ should be sen-
sitive to the culture. In my ministry globally, I have had 
exposure to militia and mafias that dominate certain 
areas. Life and death are as familiar to them as reading 
the newspaper. When approaching an assassin with a 
gun tucked in his pants, you don't begin your witness 
by asking, "If you were to die today…" as that may well 
be as far as you would get into the question. When 
confronted with the hint of a death threat, professional 
killers don't take time to ascertain the threat level; they 
act.

     In India, pastors have their wives with them while 
evangelizing. It is culturally unacceptable for a man to 
speak to a female stranger. Doing so implies he per-
ceives the woman as immoral, and for her to accept the 
conversation declares her unfaithful.

     Most Westerners feel that a salvation decision 
should be expected at the first effort to evangelize 
someone. They forget that most Westerners have a 
general knowledge of Heaven and hell, who Jesus is, 
and the resurrection story. In other words, they already 
possess a limited foundation regarding what you will tell 
them. However, suppose you are witnessing to a Hindu 
who is predisposed to believe there are millions of gods. 
In that case, you must address the issue of there being 
only one, who He is, and what He did for them. They 
understand the concept of sacrifice far better than we, 
so revealing Christ as their sacrifice makes more sense. 

     A Muslim knows who Jesus is — kind of. They re-
vere him as the second greatest prophet of Allah. Why 
should they believe that the Number 2 prophet (Jesus) 
has power and authority that the Number 1 prophet 
(Mohammad) does not have? It takes time to share the 
gospel with a Muslim effectively. First, you establish 

a friendship because Middle Eastern culture elevates 
friendship. That being done, he will now more readily 
listen to his friend and accept his witness, even if he 
disagrees.

     Evangelism 
styles are crucial. 
Remember that 
Jesus did not re-
veal himself as the  
Living Water to the 
Pharisees or the 
wedding guests in 
Galilee, but to the 
woman who came to 
draw Water at Isra-
el's/Samaria’s most 
famous Well.

     In the Muslim 
culture, great em-
phasis is placed on 
studying, memoriz-
ing, and caring for 
the Quran, their holy book. It is always hard-bound and 
ornately decorated. To them, how you present the book 
of Allah is indicative of your respect for him and his 
word. They don't toss it aside or use it as a seat-saver 
in the mosque. They reverence it as the very words of 
Allah. Even though they may grow to doubt it, they still 
respect the material form and reverence it. Thus, when 
a Believer tries to witness, he has to have "a book" 
(revered source of authority) containing God's words, 
or the friend will not be inclined to listen. This is why 
we constantly raise funds to print and disperse Bibles 
(not tracts or paper-back, New Testaments). A witness 
without a book is like a rifle without a bullet. Useful, but 
not as effective.

     Below is a letter recently received from one of our 
directors in the Middle East. It will show you the Book's 
power and why their witnessing style is essential. 
Knowledge of the culture is imperative for successful 
evangelism. That is why working with and supporting 
nationals is so very important and productive. He writes:

     “I give greetings to all of you in the name of our 
Savior and Lord of all, Jesus Christ. I want to express 
my gratitude to all of you for your prayers and financial 

MMISSIONSISSIONS S STRATEGYTRATEGY
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     Once again, we canceled 
our Visionary Trips to Hon-
duras this summer due to 
the virus. We do, however, 
intend to set aside several 
weeks for trips in December. 
Still, in late June, Nolin and 
I are going for a month to 
take care of “legal” issues 
hampering our work in Hon-
duras. While there, we will 
visit two new feeding centers 
that have opened during the 
pandemic. One is in the tiny 
village of Guaricajan and the 
other beyond Bartolo and 
Majada Verde in a moun-
tain-top village called Mon-
tanita. Our village kitchens 
have operated somewhat 
normally. Those in towns 
where assembling is prohibit-
ed are still limited to distribut-
ing food bags.

     I may have to change 
plans for my Eastern Euro-
pean and African trips. Most 
of Europe (at this moment) 
still does not have access 
to sufficient vaccinations, and, for the most part, they 
do not trust the Russian and Chinese serums they do 
have. They are waiting for American vaccines. This 
obstacle affects my travel plans.

     I have set a date to travel to Pakistan in February. If 
you plan to go with me, you need to get in touch, and I 
will give you the dates. Men are welcome to come with 
me, but we have to say no to the ladies on this trip due 
to the limited sleeping arrangements. This will not be an 
easy trip.

     For more information on any of our trips, please 
email me at: jnelms@finalfrontiers.org.

support.

     “God has been so good for us and used us in many 
ways by distributing Bibles to those seeking the truth. 
And God used us to bring lost souls to the knowledge of 
salvation.

     “One of those was a man who is 37 years old. He is 
a teacher who grew up in a very strong Islamic house-
hold. As he grew up, he noticed that his life is empty 
from the inside. When he studied at the university, one 
of the course assignments was to determine and write 
a paper on the most influential man in the history of 
human beings. When he went to the library to begin his 
assignment, he searched for influential men in Western 
culture. 

     “Through reading books, he started to notice the 
influence of the Christian Faith on historically import-
ant men. After he finished his paper, he decided to do 
a personal search on the founders of Christianity, i.e., 
Christ and all the disciples. Of course, all the books 
available repeated that Christ was only a prophet, not 
the Son of God and not the Savior. They taught how the 
Jews tried to destroy the authentic Christian faith taught 
by his disciples. As he searched more and read about 
the Lord Jesus Christ, he was surprised by how little he 
knew. Still, one question stood out in his mind, “Why 
do Christians believe that Christ died on the cross, was 
buried, then rose from death and ascended to Heaven, 
and what does that belief mean to them?”

     “This question stayed in his head for more than ten 
years until the Lord opened the door for us to meet. In 
the beginning, he was so scared to talk openly. I under-
stood his background, and the situation in our country is 
getting tighter against us. Still, I took my time building a 
friendship, soon he started to be open and trust me, and 
I felt it was then safe to offer him a Bible. 

     “I asked him if he would like to read a Bible and see 
what it had to say about his questions. He was shocked 
to know there was a Bible in his country and even more 
surprised to find it was available and he could have one. 
There is a power in the Word of God, and the more he 
read the Bible, the more questions he had. One night he 
came to me and said, “this journey had given me more 
than 15 years of emptiness in my heart and mind, but 
now I am attached to this Book; it has all the answers.” 
Soon, he came to the knowledge of salvation and ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. 

      “Thank you for giving us Bibles. It is the best and 
the most powerful tool we have to bring our Muslim 
people to salvation.”

Door photo by Shiraz Muhamed.

Visionary Trips

“Lift up your eyes and look”
Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure 
trips are for families, youth groups, school and churches
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For more information call:
800-552-4324

June - July
Honduras

not a Visionary 
Trip

Sept/Oct:
Ukraine
Bulgaria
Croatia

Nov:
Kenya

Rwanda
Burndi
Congo

Tanzania

Dec/Jan:
Honduras

(Visionary Trips)

Feb:
Pakistan
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By Jon Nelms

     My friend Ananda wrote his last 
report to us on February 27, 2021, 
which covered the final quarter of 
2020. Pastor Ananda Kumar in-
formed us that he had started two 
more house churches after evange-
lizing in six different new villages. His 
efforts had produced three conver-
sions to Christ, while those of his 
Timothies, whom he provided with 
on-the-job training, had produced 
more. In all, he had baptized 21 new 
believers in Jesus.  
  

     He advised us that the ministry 
was going well and that despite the 
restrictions of the Indian COVID, 
the converts were sharing their faith 
with friends, family, and neighbors 
with great effect. Still, he continued, 
despite COVID, "People are eager to 
hear the gospel, and I am so thankful for the precious 
souls that have been saved. Right now, I am looking af-
ter five churches. Our church in Kakinada needs a piece 
of land to purchase to build a church. (Their numbers 
are too many to fit in a house.) Then one more church 
meets at the house of a believer, and the other three 
have a common meeting place."

     Though sick for many years, Ananda had continued 
his duties and even increased his oversight of new 
house churches. Then around the middle of May, he 
suffered a seizure and was taken to the closest hospital. 
He had entered a coma from which he would not awak-
en. While under their care, the doctors found he tested 
positive for coronavirus and treated his falling oxygen 
levels. Finally, on the morning of May 18, he tested 
negative. The doctors congratulated the family and told 
them to "prepare to move him to a non-COVID hospital," 
even though his saturation levels were dropping rapidly. 

     Soon afterward, I received word from his daughter 
Priyankajoy, a Final Frontiers staff employee in In-

dia, that he was still in a coma, but 
improving. Then within a few min-
utes, texts began to flood my phone 
from various pastors saying he had 
passed away. Quickly I wrote to Joy, 
and she responded with these words, 
"Sir, my dad left us."

     Ananda, in his lifetime, record-
ed leading 34,564 souls to Christ, 
baptizing 5,527 converts, evange-
lizing 58 villages, and starting 27 
house churches. At his passing, he 
had twelve primary preachers on his 
team, though he had trained hun-
dreds in his lifetime. All are men with 
experience who have developed 
Timothies of their own. All are men 
who were discipled by Ananda and 
served under his leadership. From 
those hundreds are thousands of 
others who have been trained and 
serve as pastors but are not support-

ed by sponsorship or our Great Commission Fund, only 
because of the lack of supply.

     One of them, Chettebattula Acharyulu #4831, wrote 
that he had brought 35 souls to Christ in the past three 
months and had started two more house churches. He 
went on to say to his sponsor, "Thank you so much, sir, 
for the support you have been sending through Pastor 
Anand Kumar. Our needs were met, and we are being 
fed through your help. Our family and our church needs 
were being met also. Mrs. D. Parvathi had been suffer-
ing from blood issues. We have all prayed for her, and 
she was cured by the grace of God. M. Anitha, another 
lady from our church, has been suffering from not hav-
ing children for eight years. We have been praying for 
her and her husband for all these years. God heard our 
prayers, and she was blessed with a baby boy. For my 
ministry needs, I am in need of a motorcycle. It helps 
in visiting houses and meeting our needs. We need a 
drum instrument for our church. I request you to pray for 
our needs."

A FOCUS ON ONE OF OUR TEAMS OF PREACHERS IN ANDHRA PRADESH, INDIA
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     Among his other preachers was Naga Prasad 
#4832, who wrote to his sponsor saying, "I have a 
church in Kandregula village. Newly (recently), I have 
started new ministry work in Sahapuram village. Every 
Wednesday, we are conducting a ladies’ meeting there. 
We are having a meeting every Friday for the church. 
Every Saturday, we are visiting houses and also having 
street gospel meetings. We are so happy to do minis-
try work in these two places, sir. We are so thankful to 
you. Because of your love for us and your support, we 
have been able to do more work in our own 
country."  

     Jetti Viday Sagara #4835, another of 
Ananda's twelve current men, penned a 
report translated by Joy and forwarded it to 
us for his sponsors. He wrote, "In Rajah-
mundry's Jaggampeta tribal area (marked 
in red), near the village of Mallavaram (see 
map), presently God's work is going on well. 
Still, sometimes the unconverted people 
there are bringing trouble to the Gospel of 
God. So please pray that we will not have 
any troubles in the ministry." He then closed 
by saying that he had recently won fifteen 
souls to Christ and baptized six of them. 
Unfortunately, he had started no churches 
in the closing quarter of 2020 because he 
had contracted the coronavirus and was 
homebound much of the time. They had no 
medicine and or funds to purchase it if it 
existed. Their entire dependence is on our 
Lord.

     Each of the twelve sent their report, and each glori-
fied God for the good He had allowed them to do.  
India and neighboring Sri Lanka, percentage-wise, have 
had more deaths than any country on earth except for 
Brazil. Indians typically cremate their dead, and in many 
places, they have difficulty doing so. First, the cost of 
wood has increased three-fold so that only those with 
means could afford the cremation. (It takes a lot of wood 
and a long time to burn a human body that is over 70% 
water.) Next, they began to run out of firewood. Bodies 
were no longer consumed in flames but only partially 
burned then cast in the local river so the firewood could 
be shared with other corpses.

     We are in an ongoing fundraising campaign to bring 
relief to the members of our churches—hundreds of 
thousands of them. Already we have lost more than a 
dozen pastors, like Ananda, and their members and 
families grieve for their loss.

     The good news is that our hope in Christ is not con-
fined to this world only. We have an eternal hope and 
the promise of a resurrection.

     The Indian pastors and people suffer from their pov-

erty. Many don't have shelter, food, electricity, or water, 
but they don't use their poverty to excuse laziness. 
Many of them live on dirt floors; one in particular, who 
lives near Ananda's family, literally lives with his family 
in a rake shed. 

     Are they discouraged over the loss of Ananda? You 
bet they are. So am I. Their grief is as real as yours 
and mine when we lose a leader, a loved one, a father. 
Still, they continue in their efforts to win the lost, plant 
churches, care for widows and orphans, and visit the 

sick and afflicted. They are doing what our Lord told 
them (and us) to do. 

     We must do what we can to bear their burden. That 
is the Law of Christ. We dare not send these troops to 
battle without supplying them with rations, training, and 
provisions. Give them time in your prayers and add 
some works to your faith with an offering to help them. 
After all, they are doing what we cannot do, where we 
cannot go, and where many would not, even if they 
could. When you consider that, you have to wonder why 
God puts such abundant resources in our hands and 
not in theirs? Indeed, it seems logical that He would get 
more glory if that were not the case. But perhaps His 
glory is multiplied when we who have, willingly share, 
so that others may be blessed and do what we can-
not, where we cannot. Perhaps you would be willing to 
support a national church planter for $50 a month. If so, 
contact us.

     Besides his church and family, Ananda leaves behind 
two leper ministries with their feeding programs of over 
100 children and an orphanage with 84 children. These 
orphans need three meals a day, clothing, medicine, 
and education. We must now step up and care for these 
from a non-existent fund. Can you help us?
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S o m e t h i n g  T o  T h i n k  a n d  P r a y  A b o u t
O f  t h e  W o r l d ’ s  2 0  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s . . .

Ten are open to missionaries:
Tokyo, Sao Paulo, Mexico City, Osaka, New York, 
Buenos Aires, Lagos, Kinshasa, Dhaka and Manila

Ten are restricted/closed to missionaries:
Delhi, Shanghai, Cairo, Beijing, Mumbai, Karachi, 

Chongqing, Istanbul, Kolkata, Tianjin

IF THIS DOES NOT ILLUSTRATE THE NEED TO SUPPORT NATIONAL PREACHERS, NOTHING WILL. 
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Solutions to issues that hinder our global conquest

Great  Commission
CONUNDRUMS

     Maybe you are a missionary confronted with com-
plex issues and are looking for some advice on how to 
proceed. Who do you ask? You are respectful of your 
parents, teachers, 
and pastor. Still, you 
have to acknowl-
edge they have no 
experience in what 
you are facing. Doc-
trine is not the issue; 
it is the application of 
doctrine and the ad-
justment to different 
cultures and under-
standings.

     Perhaps you 
are the parent of a 
missionary and feel 
incompetent to help 
your child, having 
no experience in 
missionary work. 
You want to ask your 
spiritual leaders for 
solutions but realize 
they have no mis-
sionary experience 
either. This frustra-
tion causes you to 
fear giving your child 
an answer that may 
be the wrong one.

     Maybe you are 
a student, not yet 
a missionary, but 
have hopes, dreams, 
and plans to enter the 
mission field someday and give your life sharing the 
gospel with others. Already, from what you have heard 
and read, questions have arisen in your mind that need 
answers.

     Or perhaps you are a pastor who, from time to time, 

receives questions from missionaries your church 
supports. You want to give them an answer but realize 
that your knowledge is primarily culturally based. They 

live in different cultures under 
different circumstances; thus, 
you fear your counsel may 
conflict with their situation, 
and you don’t want to be 
responsible for the fallout.

     Additionally, as a pastor, 
you are responsible for lead-
ing your church in developing 
and maintaining an effective 
missionary program. You 
want one that is biblically 
based and proven to be 
effective. Yet, you have silent 
doubts about some of the 
ways you have been doing 
missions. You are dumb-
founded by questions that 
seemingly have no answer or 
no steps to accomplish what 
you already know the answer 
is. Such as:
• Is it ever legitimate to 
drop a missionary’s support?
• Is the purpose of mis-
sions giving to support the 
messenger or the message?
• Why do we send so 
many missionaries to some 
countries and so few or none 
to others?
• How can a church be 
confident the missionaries 
they support will not fail? 

What should be done if they do fail?
• Should a missionary be sent by a mission Board or 

by a local church?

     This book, written after nearly thirty-five years of 
missionary experience, will give you reasonable, logical, 
and biblical answers to these and other conundrums.

Order online at Amazon.com or Kindle

A good review on Amazon for any or all three of my books would be greatly appreciated.
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A missionary’s thoughts on the Great Commission 

Understanding
The Great Commission

     Nations duplicate technology by capturing and de-
constructing the advanced weapons of other nations. 
Chefs emulate the culinary masterpieces of others by 
deconstructing their 
dishes, sometimes to 
replicate and other times 
to create new recipes. 
Young parents watch 
the child-raising meth-
ods of successful older 
couples, hoping that they 
may learn the secrets of 
rearing mature, wise, and 
godly offspring. 
 

     Whether in the sci-
ences, arts, or life itself, 
there is more to any 
subject than meets the 
eye. We study, analyze 
and absorb the subjects 
before us, hoping to 
understand them better 
and accomplish their 
demands. Such is the 
process of meditating on 
God’s Word. 
 

     In this case, a thir-
ty-five-year veteran 
missionary, Jon Nelms, 
seeks to deconstruct the 
Great Commission. The 
intent is not to change 
it or to weaken it but to 
help us realize that we 
have missed the point in 
some ways and overlooked 
it in others. Our Lord told a 
group of theologians that 
their “traditions” had made the gospel (their view of the 
gospel) ineffective. And so, our tradition in missionary 
endeavors has sometimes had the same effect.
 

    In this his third book, Jon gives sufficient material 

to provide deconstruction for a once-a-week, medita-
tional look at the Great Commission. He deconstructs 
our traditional view and understanding and reconstructs 

a more effective model 
for the missionary and 
his supporters.

     This book is meant 
to be the first in the “un-
derstanding series” Jon 
is writing to benefit na-
tional preachers world-
wide. Many of whom 
lack any formal educa-
tion at all and have no 
library to consult. 

     In 2018, we start-
ed the Final Frontiers 
Fellowship, a website 
dedicated to these men. 
On it, we place articles, 
doctrinal discussions, 
encouragement, and 
edification, free of 
charge. We also make 
available books writ-
ten by our pastors and 
staff.

     At this time, all the 
materials are in En-
glish. Still, many of our 
preachers, if not the 
majority, have a basic 
understanding of our 
language. As funds 
become available, we 

will have the articles and 
books translated into 

various languages and provide an online Bible Institute 
curriculum. Your help with this ongoing project would be 
a great blessing.

     Other titles will include understanding tithing, disci-
pleship, evangelism, the church, etc.

Order online at Amazon.com or Kindle
Also available at Audible.com



Third Quarter 2021 -  Progress Report

12

By Jon Nelms

   As you know, we are nuts about statistics. When I 
started this ministry, the most common question Amer-
ican pastors asked me was, "How do you know what 
these men are doing?" Thus, I developed a quarterly 
report form for the supported preachers to fill out and 
return. If necessary, we would translate them, send the 
original to the sponsor, and keep a digital copy for our 
archives. We kept a copy of virtually every letter, report, 
and photograph sent to us in our nearly 35 years of 
ministry.

     By doing this, we have been able to keep an ongoing 
compilation of the data. We use that data to report to 
you, the sponsors, and those interested in our ministry 
and mission philosophy. It is placed on the back page of 
each Progress Report.

     Over the years, our network of supported church 
planters grew from six in 1986 to 28,000 in 2021. As 
their numbers grew, so did their statistics. We are no 
longer asked how we know what they are doing; in-
stead, we are asked, "Are you sure they are doing that 
much?" This implication could spring from mistrust, 
feeling that the preachers inflate their numbers, or we 
do not honestly report them, or just shock from their 
cumulative totals. 

     Years ago, a brother from Minnesota (I think) trav-
eled to Guatemala and wanted to visit the men we sup-
port there. When he returned, he told me that they had 
not started the number of churches they claimed. He 
was concerned about our reputation and confident that 
we had their numbers wrong. Since he was not fluent in 
either Spanish or the Spanish-Mam language mixture, 
I was sure he didn't fully understand what they were 
telling him. I explained how we gather statistics and 
that we had gone over the procedure with them time 
and time again. He couldn't convince me, and I couldn't 
convince him. However, his suspicions, being valid, pro-
duced a legitimate concern. I want our men to get honor 
for what they do, but not for what they don't do.

     Eventually, we discovered this brother's suspicion 
was correct. They had been incorrectly adding previous 

totals to their current activity; thus, any new church was 
counted numerous times. This error highly exaggerated 
their numbers. We did a study and requested a survey 
of their cumulative activities to determine their correct 
numbers and subsequently adjusted our totals.

     Conversely, during the first twenty-plus years, the 
preachers were not always faithful to report, so we 
never compiled the results of their efforts. For example, 
we never received reports from closed countries at that 
time. Hence, all the nearly one hundred men we sup-
ported in Vietnam for twenty years never reported at all. 
I expect it all balances out in the end.

     The issue is that we present the results of their work 
to show their validity and that they are worthy of sup-
port.

     I recently wrote a letter to my personal supporters 
(of which there are very few — hint, hint). In it, I shared 
the cumulative results of our men for the first quarter of 
2021. They are astounding.

 ► Baptisms 162,544
 ► Conversions 466,323
 ► New Churches 12,811

     I love hearing of souls coming to Christ, and to see 
that 35% took baptism already is a delight. But what 
thrills me the most is the creation of new house church-
es. We have had about 400,000 churches started so far 
in our ministry. Many, if not most, now have buildings, 
and some have superstructures, but they all started as a 
house church in the home of a newly converted family.

     I can remember around 1997 when I wrote an article 
featuring our 10,000th new church having been started. 
In it, I introduced the church planter, talked about the vil-
lage, where it was, what drew him there, and his efforts 
in planting the church. It took us eleven years to reach 
that landmark. Now, in January, February, and March 
alone, we had 12,811 new house churches started. 
Incredible!

     I know that some of you doubt. That's fine. You won-
der how such accomplishments are possible, and I can't 
blame you. So let me soften the shock just a bit and 

H o w  w e  d o  w H at  w e  d o ,  a n d  H o w  i t
d i f f e r s  f r o m  t H e  way  i t  i s  d o n e  i n  a m e r i c a .

An Explanation
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give you an explanation. 

     We have roughly 28,000 church planters in our 
network. Not pastors necessarily or evangelists (gifted 
soul-winners), but church planters, or as we like to call 
them, Biblical missionaries. (Typically, at any given time, 
each of these men is training between three and fifty 
other preachers.)

     466,323 salvation decisions in a quarter are equal 
to 15,441 per month. With 28,000 church planters, that 
comes to a monthly average of only 0.55 churches start-
ed per preacher or 1.65 new house churches per quarter. 
Is that more understandable? 

     You may contend that you don't know any missionary 
who has done that. Perhaps you need to get out more. 
Travel the world with me, and I will introduce you to some 
-- there are thousands of them. 

     Keep in mind that they can do this because they con-
stantly train and travel with their Timothies, just as Paul 
did. They can start the church and turn it over to a man 
on the team who is thoroughly discipled as a pastor.

     Keep in mind also that they are not starting new 
"corporations" with a facility, baptistry, pews, choir robes, 
and steeple. They are starting house churches comprised 
of new believers, not disgruntle members from other 
churches. In America, we visit people who filled out a visi-
tor's card, or perhaps we knock on a few doors. When we 
find someone interested, what do we do? We give them 
a tract, attempt a witness, and invite them to church. In 
most churches, visitation is not a soul-winning effort at 
all; it is simply an effort to get someone to come to church 
where the preacher will get them to Heaven.

     At Final Frontiers, our men literally invade a com-
munity or village. They are not "visiting"; they are doing 
battle against the gates of hell, which cannot stand 
against our attack. In each case, there is a leader and 
a team of Timothies serving while being mentored. With 
them are usually several more experienced pastors. 
They will witness all day and conduct evening services 
outside, maybe even using our PowerPack and show-
ing the Jesus Film. Their efforts will consume one day, 
two, three, or thirty. Whatever it takes. The goal is not 
to preach, teach, or even witness; the ultimate goal is to 
assemble the new converts into a house where a Timothy 
can conduct weekly services. This is what the Bible calls 
a church. Their goal is not evangelism for the sake of 
evangelism. The goal is to plant a church that will grow, 
produce leadership, reach other villages, and plant more 
church-planting churches.

     Let me illustrate it this way, As young parents, was 
your goal only to "have" a baby, or was it to "have and 
raise" that baby? So now, do you understand the impor-
tance of church planting vs. only evangelism? 

Our first team of church planters were from the Akha 
tribe that live in Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam 
and China.

House churches  are attractive to neighbors and 
family members. This is how Paul started his 
churches.

Below: Jon greets and encourages one group of our 
preachers in southern India.
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     When you consider how and how effectively we plant church-
es, it is surprising that our men individually start only about two-
three new house churches a year. What are they doing the rest of 
the time? Frankly, since most are also pastors, they care for the 
churches they have started and develop leaders in each of them.

     Several years ago, I was in Honduras hosting Visionary Trips. 
A group from my home church was there, and I took funds you 
had given and purchased some hoes, rubber boots, hole-diggers, 
shovels, seed, and other farming supplies. We gathered about 
100 left-over food bags and went to a village called Rio Arriba. 
(photo at left) The gifts were all gladly received, and I gave a brief 
gospel witness to some of them who showed interest. I told them I 
would return in one week and to be waiting for me. 

     I knew that the City Baptist High School Youth Group from 
Hammond, Indiana, was coming and that many of their kids could 
speak Spanish. I didn't tell them what we were going to do; I just 
took them there and asked their leader, Ricky Torres, to have one 
of the young men preach. He did, and some adults were saved. I 
pulled them over to the side to speak with them as the young peo-
ple distributed more food bags. Several of the adults asked when 
we could come back and preach more. My response was, "Next 
week, same bat time, same bat place." (If you're not old enough 
to understand that, don't despair, hope remains.) Then I suggest-
ed we needed a place to get out of the hot sun, and three ladies 
immediately offered their houses as a place to meet. (It reminded 
me of Lydia at Philippi.)

     I returned the following week with Pastor Carolos Messan, 
my wife Nolin's pastor, many years ago. He informed me that he 
would take responsibility for coming twice a month and bringing a 
team with him. He has been doing so since that day.

     Truthfully, in my first visit, we planted the seed for a church 
to begin. The following week the Chicago teenagers planted the 
church. They did it all as I watched with amazement, pondering 
what great things they will accomplish for Christ in their lifetime. 
They had birthed a house church as surely as Paul did in Philippi 
and elsewhere. And just as he moved on and left a Timothy or 
Erasmus or Titus to feed the sheep and develop local leadership, I 
turned the work over to Pastor Carlos, who is doing the same.

     I have only been back to Rio Arriba maybe three times since 
then. They don't need me, and some of them don't even know 
me. They meet every two weeks and sometimes more often as 
the leadership is able. They preach, teach, sing, encourage one 
another and evangelize. By doing this, within two years, they had 
started another church in a village about five miles down the road. 
It already has a pastor who is also being trained further by Pastor 
Carlos.

     Planting churches is not difficult. An old saying says, "you get 
what you go for," and that applies to church planting. In America, 
we don't often start new churches according to the biblical exam-
ple. We don't evangelize; we advertise. We don't gather new con-

Above: Some churches start inside a house 
and soon grow to meet outside on the 
porch. This attracts even more onlookers.

Below: Other churches are started under a 
shade tree.
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verts that we have won to Christ; we gather those led 
to Christ by someone else. Typically, our new members 
are not babes in Christ; they are spiritual adults that 
someone else discipled. Is this wrong? No, all sheep 
need a shepherd, whether they strayed accidentally or 
intentionally.

     A church is a group of people that make up a spiritual 
family unit we call the congregation. Being converted, 
they are called out to assemble and worship Christ 
while caring for the needs of each other and the needy 
around them. It says something terrible about us when 
we hop from place to place, abandoning the congre-
gation God led us to and join another. We don't do that 
with our physical families; we work out the conflicts, ac-
cept the difficult personalities and learn to love despite 
our differences. 

     Just last week, while in Egypt, I met several pastors 
in one home, which is also used as a feeding place for 
hungry children. Two of these men are still being trained 
by the third, who is pastoring 12 house churches. Part 
of their training is to help him conduct services and 
oversee one or two locations each. As they are prepar-
ing to serve, they are already serving. This mentoring/
discipling method is used worldwide. It is revealed in 
scripture and is as effective in 2021 as it was in ‘41, and 
yet it is contrary to the typical Western method.

     Here, if a man wants to be a pastor, we send him off 
to study for four to six years at an institution, where he 
will sit at a desk, listen to lecturers, and do research. 

He will be taught how to pastor, sometimes by teachers 
who themselves have never pastored. When his educa-
tion requirements are completed, he will hopefully work 
as an assistant before trying to pastor on his own with 
no real experience. However, many skip that part and 
find a church to pastor without experience, insight, or 
understanding. In many circles, the pastor determines 
his worth and success based on how quickly and large 
"his" church grows. In my experience as a young pastor, 
I learned that success was not determined by relocating 
members but by making converts and fully discipling 
them to do likewise. After all, it was not "my" church; it 
was His.

     So, the next time you glance at the statistics we 
report, remember they are not advertised to say, "look 
what we have done." They are listed to say, "look what 
He has done with the men He has allowed us to influ-
ence, encourage and support."

     We would love it if you helped us support more of 
these men. You have two options: For $50 monthly, 
you can partner with the one you choose, or better still, 
with a donation of any amount to our Great Commis-
sion Fund, you can help support several unsponsored 
church planters? 

     Remember, we don't support men who are waiting 
for funding to serve; instead, we only help those already 
serving though having no support. Your funds will en-
hance and increase what they are able to do.

This Pakistani church started under a tree in front of 
a house that could not hold the increase. They now 
meet in a tent you provided for them.
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     Life in an urban Indian slum is difficult, dirty, and 
crowded. The story you are about to read is of a family 
who lives in a slum in Bengaluru, India, formerly known 
as Bangalore.

     Usually, these slums consist of two rows of one or 
two-room dwellings joined like duplexes and face each 
other. The median separating them is usually five to ten 
feet wide. There is an open trench running the length 
for channeling rainwater and wastewaters from each 
house. If a slum is a bit more advanced, the trench will 
be cement, and there may be a concrete sidewalk in the 
median. Otherwise, it is all mud.

     Each dwelling is usually one room, about 10 feet 
wide and 9 feet deep. In some, there is a wooden box 
used for storing clothing that serves as a half-wall about 
four feet high separating the cooking area from the living 
room/bedroom. In most, there is just one room, and the 
kitchen is wherever they place a pot to boil rice. In the 
summer months, this is generally done outside, weather 
permitting.

     Usually, there will be a small table, perhaps one chair, 
and a single bed. The father and perhaps his wife will 
use the bed, and all others will sleep on floor mats. Pots 
and cups will be in the corner, maybe on a shelf, and if 
they are able, the family will have a fan.

     There is a community bathroom at the end of the row 
of dwellings, much like an outhouse. As many as ten 
families share it. This arrangement is the cause of many 
children and women being attacked and violated in the 
middle of the night as they go out to use the facilities. In 
this case, the family has to share with only five families.

     To train the next generation, touch a liFe has hired 
young people in several countries to work for us, provid-
ing stories like this one and doing other administrative 
work. Noel Solomon, about sixteen years of age, is 
the son of Pastor Babu Prasad and is our agent in the 
Bengaluru region. He provided this story and wrote in 
the first person as the details were given to him by this 
ten-year-old girl. I have added only grammatical editing.

This is the story of Sharmila , daughter of Senthil and 

Malathi Kumar. 

     “I am 10 years old. I am 
attending a Touch a Life 
kitchen, and we are staying 
in a small house with my 
elder sister Divya and our 
parents.

     My father is a drunkard, 
and my mother a housemaid. 
My father always beats my 
mother and takes all the 
money from her for drinking. 
My mother was hospitalized 
many times for being hit by 
my father because he uses 
whatever he gets to beat her; 
sticks, rods, and stones. 

     My mother works as a 
maid and cleans two hous-
es. She gets the leftover 
food from her workplace 
(the families she cleans for) 
and feeds my sister and 
me. Sometimes we spend 
the whole night outside 
because my father comes 
drunk and chases us out of 
the house. Me, my mother 
and sister will stay outside 
the house the whole night in 
the midst of darkness, cold, 
and scavenging dogs, and 
all that scares in the night. 
The next morning when my 
father wakes up and leaves 
the house, we go inside, 
and my mother will clean the 
mess my father made during 
the night, like vomiting and 
urinating, etc.

     The first time I was invit-

w w w . T A L . w o r l d
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ed to the touch a liFe feeding center, I was eight years 
old. I wanted to join this program, but my mother was 
hesitant to send me. When she came to know that the 
program feeds children besides the Bible stories she 
sent us.

     In the beginning, when I came, I was asked about my 
family, and I said my father is a drunkard and my moth-
er a housekeeper. I hate my father for the drinking and 
troubles my mother always has.

     After coming here, I came to know about the love of 
God and started to pray for my father to be good and 
have a change in his life. Me and my older sister are 
growing in the knowledge of God, and His love is chang-
ing our lives. We are also growing physically. We are so 
happy coming to the touch a liFe kitchen; we can eat a 
full meal, one time every day.

     When we go to school, we have our small mid-day 
meal there, but in the nights due to fighting, we used to 
skip our meal, but now as we are coming to church, we 
eat our food and are happy.

     Note: Some of our kitchens serve a breakfast meal, 
most a noon meal, but some an evening meal. It de-
pends on the situation and culture.

     My mother works as a maid and earns $25-$50 
monthly. With this she manages to pay the house rent 
and run the family. We stay in a small house with one 
room. It has an asbestos-covered, cement sheet roof. 

We have one small bulb for light, and for drinking water, 
we have a tap that gives water for a few hours on alter-
nate days. My mother will wash vessels and clothes on 
those days, and by the time she finishes all the work, it 
will be 4 in the morning. 

     Sometimes our relatives come and stay with us, and 
then we have nearly four to five children and four to six 
adults. But as of now, it is just my family with two chil-
dren and our parents. My father, fully drunk, sleeps in 
the hall, and we three sleep in the kitchen area. We have 
to go outside for the restroom. When we take a bath, we 
will do it in our kitchen area.

     Note: bathing in developing countries is different from 
our method. There is no tub or shower. You use a cup 
to pour water on yourself that is usually from a larger 
vessel outside. It is filled with tap and rain waters. You 
wet yourself, soap up, then wash yourself off. All this is 
done with your clothes on. A man may wear only his un-
derwear, but a woman will have her body covered with a 
thin cotton or linen wrap. Only small children are entirely 
naked while bathing.

     Kindly pray for my father and mother to come to the 
saving knowledge of Christ and bring a change in our 
family situation.

     I thank God for this program which gives us love, 
care, and food. I pray to God many like me can come 
here and be blessed. I also thank each one of you in-
volved in this program who pay for our food.”

At left is Sharmila in her home, her kitchen and sitting with her sister on their bedding mat. Above is our main 
Touch a Life feeding center in Bengaluru. Nolin and Jon and  Dr. Igor Stojanov, visited in November 2019.

#1 sPonsorshiP  allows you to choose and support a speciFic child For $35 monthly, providing daily Food, school supplies 
and medial care. every quarter you’ll letter From your child, directly to you. 
#2 PartnershiP also known as daily bread (pg. 22) is For those who give any amount to Feed desperately hungry children 
(a dime per meal is all it costs). in this program you’ll receive occasional photos and biographies oF one oF the children 
worldwide who were beneFited by your oFFering.



Third Quarter 2021 -  Progress Report

18

By Jon Nelms

     Joshua Martyn is known by many as Ernest Living-
ston, the fictional missionary he, Michael Horne, and 
Daniel Nelms created. Joshua grew up at the Sioux 
City Baptist Church in Sioux City, Iowa. According to 
his mom, he and his siblings were dedicated to Christ 
immediately after their births, and Josh accepted Christ 
at age four. The family was always involved in church 
because of the dedication of the parents, Al and Mari-
lyn. Once Josh was old enough to join the youth group, 
he began creating church skits, developing characters 
for the drama team. He also joined the choir, taught in 
the Vacation Bible School, and attended youth camps. 
During the annual mission conferences, Josh and his 
sister would operate an international table and make 
Scottish haggis for the members to sample.

     Josh attended a Christian school in a nearby church 
where his mom and dad worked. Several years ago, in 
a conversation with Josh, we were surprised to learn 
that I was a missionary speaker at a school assem-
bly while he was a student. (Evidently, I was not very 
memorable, then or now.) As a student, he wrote for the 
school paper, worked on the drama team, filmed the 
basketball games, and set up the filming department.

     In the 8th grade, his church had a Valentine Ban-
quet. He acted in and filmed the skit. He enjoyed it 
so much that he began working to have funds to rent 
movie cameras and film more productions. His parents 
saw his gift and helped him get his first video cam-
era. That gift launched what would become a lifetime 
of serving Christ with his filming skills. From that time 
on, he consumed books on filming, production, acting, 
etc., anything that could advance his skills. Finally, as 
a young teenager, he began to master the technical is-
sues of production, such as drawing storyboards to plan 
his scenes, the camera's angle, the continuity of the 
weather, etc. As his skills increased, he began to recruit 
neighborhood kids and church members as actors and 
to help with the production process. His character drove 
him to look for the timid and unaccepted kids at school, 
to befriend them, and to give them a purpose by getting 
involved in his projects. 

     After high school graduation, Josh attended and  
graduated from the Harvest Baptist Bible College in 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. During his years there, he and Jason 

Dover, his brother-in-law, started a street preaching 
ministry and a prayer room ministry. They would meet 
and pray while their pastor preached, just as prayer 
warriors did for Charles Spurgeon during all of his ser-
vices. Spurgeon attributed his success in ministry to the 
prayer room beneath his pulpit, where men and women 
were on their knees praying while he stood above them 
preaching. 

     To earn a living, Josh supervised a state-wide de-
livery service, started a cleaning business, and finally 
started his own film company called "Forgiven Films." 
Still, despite all his filming experiences, he never re-
ceived income for his work until he joined Final Fron-
tiers. His first work for us was done not as an employ-
ee but as a contractor. Many of these films state that 
Forgiven Films produced them.

Getting to know our staff …

Joshua Martyn 
aka Ernest Livingston
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     Josh had long been interested in missions, having 
been tremendously influenced by missionary Gil Anger 
who recently passed away. Several years ago, Josh 
encouraged us to allow him to have a few weeks to 
travel to Myanmar, where Gil was working, making a 
film for him. His work with us in Thailand and Cambodia, 
and Myanmar being complete, we were happy to bless 
Gil by allowing Josh the time to do so. He also helps 
train young people for missionary service at the Beyond 
Borders Extreme Missions Boot Camp (which I highly 
recommend.)

     Joshua's entire family is involved in serving God 
in many capacities but especially in missions. Some-
times, he travels with me to other countries to film our 
ministries -- until COVID. 
Now that the pandemic is 
subsiding, he will be able to 
resume that part of his work, 
and he says he can't wait 
to get on a plane again. (In 
that respect, he has some 
mental issues that need 
consideration.)

     I had always wanted to 
make films for mission work. 
I feel they would do so much 
to wake up churches and 
Christians if they could see 
and hear what the mission 
field is really like. If only 
there were a way to produce 
the smells — that would be the icing on the cake. I sup-
pose I am re-living that part of my life through Joshua. 
I shared this vision with my family when I was 25 years 
old (1980) on my son's first birthday. I was teased when 
one brother said, "Behold, this dreamer cometh." Hear-
ing this, my dad encouraged me to write a man in Atlan-
ta who, at that time, professed to be a believer and had 
started a Christian Network with a preacher named Pat 
Robertson (CBN). This man was Ted Turner. His associ-
ate wrote back encouraging me to proceed but made no 
offer beyond that. Years later, Dr. Curtis Hutson, when 
he was within months of taking the Sword of the Lord, 
offered me a job to produce films for him. At the time, I 
didn't feel it was what the Lord wanted, but I never gave 
up the "dream."

     My dream finally became a reality about seven years 
ago, when we began looking for a man to bring on our 
team to produce films for us. I wasn't just looking for 
skill, but for the character, burden, and understanding 
of what we were doing and how he could help us do it 
better. In addition, we needed someone who understood 
and agreed with our mission philosophy of supporting 
nationals and understood our audience. While discuss-

ing this need with Gil Anger, he referred Josh to us. 
After looking at three great young men, we unanimously 
felt led to offer the position to Joshua Martyn. Then, a 
dedicated ministry partner in Dallas gave us funds to 
hire Josh for two years and to remodel part of our office 
into a film studio with all the necessary equipment. 
Since that day, Josh has been producing everything you 
have enjoyed watching, and we have many, many more 
works yet to do.

     Perhaps you would be interested in offering Josh 
missionary support. Believe me; he deserves it as he 
helps start churches wherever he goes. In addition, he 
is an encouragement to the pastors we support. They 
always ask us to send him back. And do you remember 

Daniel's Audio-Bible proj-
ects several years ago? 
He targeted two unreached 
tribes with the gospel. Our 
teams of national preach-
ers personally evangelized 
each home. They gave 
each family in those two 
tribes (not villages -- tribes) 
an audio Bible. It was Josh 
who personally traveled to 
Honduras and Peru to fulfill 
and film those missions. You 
can find the video of those 
projects on our website.

     Joshua is an irreplace-
able asset to the work that 

God has called us to do. He is a team player who is 
energetic, dedicated, and both a right and left arm. He 
handles all our film projects and audio work, like our 
podcasts, and frequently writes articles for our Progress 
Reports. His film work is outstanding. It takes you to 
the mission field and allows you to see the needs of the 
preachers and their triumphs for Christ. He seems to 
know just what to say and how to say it. 

     Years ago, I observed a Visionary Trip group in 
Honduras as they watched his films. The room was 
dark, but you could hear the weeping as his films took 
them into remote and unreached places, showing how 
the national preachers live and work to reach their own. 
Their hearts were breaking with a new understanding of 
missionary work and a renewed burden for lost souls. 
And by the way, that church took him on for support.

     Though he would never mention it, Josh needs ad-
ditional support. He receives a salary from us that is far 
less than what he is worth. If you or your church would 
like to help us support him better, please designate your 
gift appropriately. And stay tuned for the next season of 
Ernest Livingston, coming soon.
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By Jon Nelms

     While it may seem repulsive to you and me, the prac-
tice of cremation goes back thousands of years. Some 
have said it is the burial of the pagan. They deduce 
this because Abraham buried his wife and was himself 
buried, as were his descendants Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph. And let’s not forget that God buried Moses and 
Joseph and Nicodemus buried Jesus. But this is not in 
itself proof. It is simply our common practice of building 
a doctrine on the foundation of an assumption. After all, 
the pagan pharaohs who worshipped multiple gods and 
considered themselves to be the incarnation of the gods, 
were themselves buried and not cremated.

     Some Christians see it as no problem for our Lord to 
resurrect His buried saints but somewhat of a difficulty 
for him to resurrect those that were cremated. But what 
about those who were killed and burned in an acciden-
tal fire? What about those who were buried at sea and 
devoured by the fish and crustations? The Lord Himself 
poses this dilemma in Jeremiah 32.27 by declaring,  
“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is anything 
too hard for Me?”

     For us, in the Western culture, burial is a way to 
show respect and love for the one who has passed. We 
prepare their bodies, dress them in their finest clothes, 
provide makeup to cover any imperfections, and place 
them in an expensive coffin.

     Burial tends to identify us, at least historically, with 
monotheistic religions. Even the historian Tacitus de-
scribed the Jews as those who bury rather than burn 
their loved ones. But all things considered, there is no 
verse in the Bible that condemns cremation. In fact, it 
is not mentioned at all. For this reason, many refuse to 
condemn what the scripture does not. It has thus be-
come an issue of culture and preference.

     In the early 1990s, during my second or third trip to 
India, I visited William Carey’s church and two of his 
houses (one on the church campus and one a few miles 
away that had become a Christian Bed and Breakfast.) 
Leaving the church on Ganguly Street, I walked west, 
nearly a mile to the Hooghly River. I had arrived the 
night before and taken a taxi to my hotel. When I arrived, 
it was closed as the night before it had been bombed 

by the Tamil Tigers, a terrorist group based in Sri Lan-
ka. The only lodging they could give me was to share a 
room with the maintenance man. I opted to find another 
room. The next morning as I approached the church, 
I noticed that the apartment building, just east of the 
church and across the street, had also been bombed.

     As I walked to the river that day, I had to step over 
the dead whose bodies had perished the night before 
as they lay on the streets. During the day, trucks would 
patrol the streets picking up the bodies and delivering 
them to a place of cremation, most of which are situated 
on the banks of the river.

     Passing several, I finally entered one open-air crema-
tion place and quickly surmised it was for poor families 
who could not afford the costly furnaces offered for the 
rich. As I stepped in, no more than twenty feet, I noticed 
a body burning. It had been wrapped in a white shroud 
and place on an insufficient amount of wood. I filmed the 
entire process with a massive video camera that I trav-
eled with, but the film has been lost over the decades. 
The memory, however, remains.

     I recall the whistling sound made as air rushed 
through bones where the marrow had already burned 
away. Then there were the popping sounds as bones 
cracked. It wasn't repulsive, just strange. My dad, at 
age fifteen, had worked for a mortuary helping embalm 
bodies and had told me many stories of how the human 
body reacts after death. A few meters away, the family 
had gathered and were celebrating the ongoing memo-
rial of their loved one, an older woman. We cry, they told 
me, at the death of a young person, but not for an older 
person who is being reincarnated after a full life.

     As I watched, I noticed many priests gathering the 
ashes and throwing them into the sacred Hooghly River. 
Then one priest walked over to the smoldering ashes 
of the older woman and, with a stick, began to poke at 
and scatter her ashes. Observing this, the family erupt-
ed with joy which led me to inquire why. They told me 
he was looking for her navel but could not find it. They 
believe if the priest cannot find the navel, it is evidence 
that the person's spirit has progressed to another life 
rather than eternal destruction. I had to wonder, though, 
has anyone ever found one? After all, how can you find 
what is not there? 

W h a t  a b o u t  C r e m a t i o n ?

The Story Behind the Stories
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about.
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     The story on pages 16-17 is typical of children we 
feed around the world. Pastor Babu has several feeding 
centers:

 ► The main center is based 
out of his church, about which we 
wrote.

 ► Two leper feeding centers 
where the children of lepers are 
fed.

 ► Two roof-top feeding centers at 
two different slum churches in 
the city. (see photo)

    When I first visited Babu, his 
church rented the second floor of a commercial building 
and was already feeding nearly one hundred children 
every night. His members brought the food, then cooked 
and served the kids and gave them a Bible story and 
tutoring for their school classes. All that with no outside 
funding.  We walked to another street where they were 
praying to buy the property and had prayer on the spot. 
Within a few years, they had purchased the land, con-
structed a beautiful three-story facility, and had begun 
outreach in several other areas.
     I wondered how they could do this with no help. Babu 
told me that his church members felt God had called 
them to that slum area, so they sold their downtown 
facility and moved there. His family even moved there.

     I would estimate that Babu’s team is feeding 400-500 
children at their feeding centers, yet not a single one 
child is "sponsored!" And we have many more feeding 
centers just like his in many countries — also flourishing, 
though without sponsorship.

     How is that possible? Two words … Daily Bread. 
Just a few years after beginning Touch a Life, it became 
apparent that we had to do something about feeding 
the masses of unsponsored children. In many cases, a 
family with three, four, or five kids might have only one 
child sponsored and eating while the other siblings had 
no food at all. 

     Seeing the impact this method was having; we 

began asking donors like you to give any amount of 
funds, at any frequency, so that we could feed unspon-
sored children.

     The downside is there are no 
biographies, no annual photos, and 
no quarterly letters to cherish. The 
upside is that thousands of children 
are now being fed, learning the 
Bible, and having their lives entire-
ly changed. They may not know 
your name, but they know you are 
the one putting food in their mouth 
every day and in their sisters and 

brothers, and friends. You are not feeding one; you are 
feeding dozens. Imagine if everyone reading this would 
give just $5 monthly (auto-debit, please) the impact you 
would have.

     This program strips away all the costs except for the 
food itself. That is because buying in bulk and giving 
traditional meals that are hot, nourishing, and filling can 
typically feed a child for as little as ten cents per meal.
     The program has worked so well that some of you 
now give us $50 to $100 a month, and with that, we can 
feed 200 children every Sunday or feed 50-70 kids every 
day! We use existing buildings with existing staff and 
volunteers, so there is no overhead to consume your 
donations. This program is so cost-effective that my wife 
and I are already fully funding two village feeding cen-
ters in Honduras with a total of 300 children.

     We provide accountability and informative back-
ground information with stories like the one you read on 
pages 16-17. Also, you can go with us on our Visionary 
Trips to see the kitchens, meet the staff, visit the children 
and see with your own eyes what your giving is doing 
and can do.

     If you are not already helping with our feeding pro-
gram, you can jump in with both feet. We will accept any 
amount of help, even $1, but remember, the more you 
give, the more we can feed. $1 serves ten meals, and 
$10 serves one hundred.

The Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed The Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.

DAILY BREADDAILY BREAD

With $100 you can feed up to 1,000 children.  that's 10 cents per meal.With $100 you can feed up to 1,000 children.  that's 10 cents per meal.
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THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of everyone is pooled 
to support as many national preachers as possible. This is our preferred and most effec-
tive method of supporting national preachers at whatever amount you choose. You will 
receive a different biography and report each month from a preacher supported through 
this fund so you can see what your giving is accomplishing.

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or call our office 
and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy list. Sponsorship is $50.00 
monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 support of our ministry and $10 for 
the preacher’s ongoing education and accountability overseas. This gives our foundation 
funds to operate with as well as providing for immediate emergency needs overseas. 
Typically up to half of this amount is used overseas. 
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times annually. 
Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed through at least three 
levels of examination and has been proven to be doctrinally sound, morally pure and 
have a verifiable track record in church planting and training other men who are serving 
in the ministry.

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible 
colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church 
planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship.

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic medical 
care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered by pastors 
who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the children. Funding 
distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored children. You can go online to 
select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324.

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unsponsored 
children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unsponsored children 
immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center.

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s Word. Smug-
glers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations.

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support for this 
program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four.

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator 
or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dramatized, audio 
Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that 
they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective with lepers and the illiterate. 
Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at www.ThePowerPack.world

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be applied as 
designated.

LAYING UP ETERNAL REWARDS 

WHEN YOU'RE ALREADY IN HEAVEN

Planned giFts - such as a bequest in your will or 
a charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 
in your life insurance - is a way you can help us con-
tinue to promote your desire to evangelize this world, 
even when you have passed on to the next - and its 

easy to do.

For help, contact your personal 
estate planner or let us refer you to one. 

Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.
1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434

(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENTINVOLVEMENT ... ...

Yo u r  G i v i n g  O p t i o n s . . .
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  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Please contact me regarding:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

   
 □ Please send me information on your auto-debit program 

 □ I want to receive the Progress Report by Email

Email:
____________________________________________________

  Name:  _________________________________________________

  Address: ________________________________________________

  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________ 

  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________
 □ Check here if this is a new addres or phone number.
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     In developing countries, most church planters are limited in their 
ministry to how far they can travel on foot and return home at night 
to rest. When we see a man tireless in his efforts and highly produc-
tive, we give him a bicycle. 
     A bicycle is considered a toy to Americans, but it is a tool to a 
man who has worn out countless pairs of shoes carrying the Gos-
pel. A bicycle can triple the evangelism radius of his ministry. With it, 
he can preach at one church in the morning, another in the after-
noon, and evangelize another in the evening before going home. 
What could be better? A motorcycle. 
     This will allow him to carry his wife or a Timothy in training with 
him, doubling his efforts and expanding his ministry radius exponen-
tially. The engine’s power determines the cost of a motorcycle, and 
in most countries, they are limited to 50cc’s. (It’s a security issue. 
Only the police and military have bikes with more robust engines.) 
We can generally purchase a motorcycle for about $1300. And we 
have by now, gifted over 100. 
     Would you like to give a preacher a tool that will unleash and 
expand his ministry potential? The new converts will appreciate it as 
much as the preacher will. Give us a call.

Pastor Daniel Mmbaka Kalori of Kenya with his new 
motorcycle. He and two other pastors 
in his group recently received theirs.

little known facts about Motorcycles and their use in evangelisM

Around the World 

Churches Started
Villages Evangelized
Professions of Faith
Believers Baptized

since our beginning in december 1986, through the eFForts oF our network 
oF tens oF thousands oF preachers, timothies and their trainees, records 

indicate that there have been ...

during these years our 
network has encompassed ...

Preachers 
Timothies
Touch A Life Kids

“COME AND SEE OUR ZEAL FOR THE LORD”
II KINGS 10:16

moved lately?  please give us your new address... 
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1-800-522-4324

register to receive publications and/or news alerts online at: www.finalfrontiers.world

Final Frontiers Foundation
PO Box 507
Louisville, Georgia 30434

Address Service 
Requested

facebook
JOIN US ON

413,736
1,297,083

15,361,475
5,321,068

2,904
25,199

3,420


