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Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to
effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.
The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the
FINAL FRONTIERS FOUNDATION INC. Currently we are
ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to
foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various
tribal groups is restricted to national preachers only; thus they are
open to us because of our unique method of missions.
We believe that the training and subsidizing of national
preachers is the most efficient and effective method of global
evangelism. We seek to raise prayer and financial support from
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are
actively involved in church planting and discipleship.
Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their
doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and ministry experience. We
support only those who are serving by faith, never those who are
waiting for a salary in order to serve. Worldwide, the average
preacher in a third-world country needs as little as $35.00 $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry.
All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in
church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible translation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools,
outdoor and film evangelism, educational and health programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc. The Foundation
receives its funding from individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the
Foundation’s oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed.
Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23:
Most of these have articles within each issue of the Progress Report dedicated to their purpose and to provide accountability for those who support
those causes.
Executive Board of Directors:
FINAL FRONTIERS, a non-profit, religious corporation, was founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Executive
Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev.
Don Prosser, Mr. Ralph Wills, Rev. Steve Ware, and Rev. Anthony Lamb, Mr. Tony Buttrick and Mr. Eddie Wilson. Further council is provided by those
serving on the national Boards of Advisors. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the ministry's evangelistic
outreach. FINAL FRONTIERS is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Annual copies of
the ministry's 990 form are available online at Guidestar.com and elsewhere or upon request by contacting the home office.
International Offices/Directors:
International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and are staffed by national and regional coordinators
who are approved by the Executive Board of Directors. Parallel oversight of many regions is provided by our Directors of Expansion. These Directors
are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national
preachers who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these positions for us based upon their
knowledge, experience and location on site.
Contact Information:
For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a speaker for your church or mission conference, please
contact our home office:
Final Frontiers Foundation
1200 Peachtree St.
Louisville, GA 30434 USA

Telephone:
Email:

(706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324
webmaster@finalfrontiers.org

Legal:
“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 501 C3, administered
by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries are also administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the
Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon
request or visible online at www.guidestar.com.

C o ve r P h o to ...
In early 2018 The Barna Organization released a report based on statistics taken,
not on the unsaved or unchurched, but on “churchgoers” in the United States. Their
report shockingly reveals the lack of aptitude American Christians possess when it
comes to the Great Commission, which our Lord entrusted us to complete.
Such statistics beg to answer how we can fulfill a commission that we are either
1) 51% of us are not even aware of and
2) 31% of us do not fully understand.
Beginning on page 12, Jon Nelms discusses these concerns and offers input on
what we can do to get back on track.
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Founder and Execu ve Board Chairman

Jon and Nolin Nelms
JNELMS@FINALFRONTIERS.ORG
800‐522‐4324 EXT.110
706‐955‐4916 EXT.110

Greetings to all!
I’m writing you from Honduras Our first group who just left
today was comprised of eight from my home church, Providence
Baptist and six from a nearby sister church, Lumpkin Road
Baptist, also in Augusta. The two pastors, Don Prosser and Don
Stone, along with their teams were an enormous blessing and a
thrill for us to host as usual. We were in different villages every
day with a VBS type program and preaching. I suspect at least
twenty professed Christ as a result of their ministry with us.
As they went upstairs in the airport to catch their flight home,
we waited downstairs to welcome our next group who are from
Hammond, IN. Pastor Ricky Torres, his wife and two adults
brought a team of twelve teenagers. I cant wait to see the impact
they will have here on their third visit with us.
In a few weeks we will be blessed by folks from Ohio, Texas
and Virginia. After that I go home for a few meetings and
conferences and then I’m off to India. I plan to be there a month
and have several pastors who will be with me for a week or two.
My hope is to help start a new church every day I’m there. We
have well over 8,000 preachers in our India network so having
pastors and Timothies to take over the churches we start will be
no problem. If you are interested in going with me on this trip
contact me (jnelms@finalfrontiers.org) I should be there from mid
-November to mid-December. If you are a pastor or evangelist
you owe it to yourself to take at least one trip to India. Air fare
and expenses will probably run you about $2,300 or less but I
can guarantee you will come home a changed man. Probably a
bit thinner too, unless you really like Indian food (like me).
Moving on … by the time you read this, we should have our
new missionary comedy series on our YouTube channel (Final
Frontiers). See page 18 for more detail.
Also, Christmas is coming so here’s a quick reminder for
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update as of June 1, 2018

- PowerPacks in the field (original backpack version)
- PowerPack Nano/ Picos /Dynamos deploy
- People in attendance at outdoor screenings
- Recorded salvation decisions at screenings
- Churches started as a result of the screenings

The P
P
line is developed by Daniel Nelms and AMT, advancing
missions with technology; a ministry subsidiary of Final Frontiers.

those of you who would like to purchase a
G
S
for a child overseas.
They are $20 each and are filled with
candy, small toys and a gospel witness.
The stockings are put together by
members of the overseas churches and
the distribution is coordinated by the
pastors of the local churches. They make
a great and lasting impression and for
many poor children they are the first and
only Christmas gift they have ever
received. If interested you can give online
or by check. Just designate your offering
for “G
S
”.
Finally I want to say thank you to all
who have prayed for me over the past five
years. I didn't publicly share my burdens but some of you found
out anyway and it seems that daily, I receive gracious comments
of concern. To be honest, I came close to leaving due to
diabetes, kidney and liver failure and something called Hepatic
Encephalopathy and a small (but now microscopic) brain tumor. I
was given a short time to live but God has interceded. I still have
the conditions but they no longer bother me. I feel as if I am
healed—as if I am forty years old again—bursting with energy and
ready for another 62 years. (I’ve also lost 45 pounds but need to
lose 40 more.) I hope you’ll join with me and help me as we
attempt to fulfill the Great Commission in our generation.
Yours for souls,

www.PowerPack.world
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What an Honor — w
By Jon Nelms
Our staff recently met an Indian Thomas Maher and his wife
Selvi. He is a pastor, the founder of a ministry called T I
C
M
and the founder and editor of a newspaper called The Hour of Harvest Magazine. His church, Bible
College, paper and missions ministry all share the same vision
and statement of purpose … “Training Thousands - Reaching
Millions”. I would like to introduce he and his ministry to you
today as well as a great opportunity he has offered us.

Proverbs 22:29 says, “Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before
mean men.”
The word mean in the verse above does not refer to aggravated or ornery men, or even those who have not yet had their
first cup of coffee; but rather to obscure, unimportant men of low
status (as compared to kings).
Our staff here and abroad stay very busy, as I am sure you
do as well; but just when I thought the Lord had given us all the
blessing and scope of influence we could possibly steward, He
has now nearly doubled it.
In a recent M
A
, those of you whose email addresses we have, read about a request given to us to have an
influence over an additional 11,000 existing pastors in the State
of Tamil Nadu in southern India. That is the state where the
Apostle Thomas started his last church before being martyred
on a cross in what is now the capital city of Chennai (formerly
knowns as Madras). I have been to the place where he died and
I have seen the still existing fruit of his labors. These 11,000
pastors are part of his “fruit that remains”.

The official site of Thomas’ death is on a hill top, less than a
mile north of the Chennai International Airport.
Years ago, our Lord raised up a man to help these pastors
with leadership and encouragement, mostly due to a lack of
education and networking; as most third world preachers have a
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tendency like Elijah, to think they are all alone in their service for
Christ. This man’s name is Thomas Maher, also an Indian pastor.
Thomas was introduced to us by Evangelist David Wood who
has known and worked with him for years. After creating a Sword
of the Lord type paper for pastors in the Tamil language, called
The Hour of Harvest, Thomas set out to build a database of all the
Baptist preachers in his State of nearly 70 million people. That
number of preachers has now grown to 19,700 preachers. And that
does not include the pastors next-door in the country of Sri Lanka
(22 million people), which shares their language.
Currently, Thomas has a free subscription base of 11,000 pastors. The reason he cannot print copies for the remaining 8,700
pastors is simply, the lack of funds. Each issue, which is released
six times a year (every other month), cost 10 Rupees to both print
and mail to a pastor’s home. In US Dollars, that means each issue
cost a whopping 15 cents for printing and postage. That may be
cheap for us, but it is an astronomical amount for them.
I cannot imagine 15 cents being able to both influence and give
ongoing training for a Baptist pastor who has little or no education
and little or no means of getting one. And when you realize it is not
just the printing, but the mailing as well, it is incomprehensible. But
so are the funds they need to be able to increase their circulation
to the additional 8,700 preachers whose addresses he already has.
(Imagine how many people will be influenced by those additional
8,700 pastors! If each only had a low average of 60 church members each, that would come to over 500,000 people. And many, if
not most of these pastors, oversee two or more churches.)
After being exposed to Final Frontiers, Thomas asked if I would
write a two-page article for each issue (see the front page of the
June issue at right). The purpose is to solidify Biblical doctrine,
encourage soulwinning and church planting, enhance the Indian
missionary outreach and be an educational resource for these men
who have so little. (And from these preachers we will develop thousands of qualified church planters to support.) I have already sent
the first issue and have prepared the next four, taking me into
2019. I would like your help to raise the funds needed so that
Thomas can boost his circulation from 11,000 to the full 19,700
pastors in Tamil Nadu. To do this, he needs help to print and post
an addition 8,700 copies, six times a year. Here’s the breakdown:



Cost per copy

15 cents each



Cost per issue

$1,305.00 (for 8,700 more pastors)



Cost for a year

$7,830 (times 6 issues annually)



$1

will give one uneducated pastor an
one year, six issue gift subscription

It is incredible to think that for less than the cost of a year’s tuition in the States, we can help train, educate, encourage and motivate an additional 8,700 pastors. Not a bad ratio, is it?
The 11,000 pastors already receiving the paper, is due to the
funds being given by the Indian churches and Christians. They
have done all they can do but their resources fall just a bit short.
Sure, in time they will be able to do more and in time the pastors
may be able to afford to pay for a copy, but in the mean time, we
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hat an Opportunity
have the opportunity to “bear their burden” (Gal. 6:2), to come
alongside them and do for them what they cannot yet do for
themselves.
15 cents to you and me is nothing, but when you work in the
hot sun for twelve hours a day to make a dollar or two, in an
economy that requires up to 70% of your income just for your
family to eat, 15 cents is a big percentage of your wages.
When I was a young teenager my family joined Forest Hills
Baptist Church where Dr. Curtis Hutson was the pastor. In fact
when we joined, (as he often joked) he wasn’t a “doctor” yet, he
wasn’t even a nurse). But as a mailman, he had attempted to
deliver a paper to a family that had moved. Being unable to do
so, he took the paper home and read it. It was a copy of the

Sword of the Lord. Reading that paper changed his life and
through him, the lives of millions of others, like mine and perhaps yours.
Decades ago, a young Indian man, preparing for a career in
business, “happened upon” a
copy of the Sword of the Lord
that had somehow made its
way to India. Reading the
sermons from that one, single
issue, led him to dedicate his
life for ministry—and remembering the ads of the Christian
colleges encouraged him to
start one of for his people.
That young man was Thomas
Maher. Imagine if you had
been the one who paid for the
paper he received, that single
issue that changed his life.
Your 15 cents would have
already influenced millions of
people. Imagine the treasures
that would already be laid up
for you in Heaven. I hope you
will help us and Thomas to capture this great opportunity. Please
designate your giving for, “Hour of Harvest” magazine. Help us
train thousands of pastors in Tamil Nadu, India and Sri Lanka.

The above article is an enhanced reprinting of an E
A
we sent out in June. These alerts are like a mini Progress Report focusing on a single current event and generally taking less than three minutes to read. If you’re not getting our emails it is for one of several reasons:



You never registered for it. To fix that, go online to
FinalFrontiers.world and do so or just drop us a quick
email and we will do it for you. Send it to
Letters@FinalFrontiers.org



You changed your email address and forgot to tell us.
Again, a quick email with the new address will allow us to
make the change and keep you informed.



For some reason (and this is the most common) our
emails are going directly into your JUNK or SPAM folder.
To correct that open the appropriate folder and follow the
instructions of how to take us out of SPAM. It will probably
be as easy as searching for Final Frontiers in the list or
dragging us from your SPAM folder into your “inbox”.
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Download our podcasts and subscribe at:

F

F

For those interested in missions, you can now listen while you
drive, jog or just relax at home. Before, you could only listen on
your computer but now, anyone with an Apple or Android smart
phone can tune in. And because it’s a podcast, you can listen
anytime you want.
Each episode is packed with uplifting and encouraging interviews, biographies and commentaries about missions and missionary advancement worldwide, not just about Final Frontiers.
We know that you often hear discouraging news from the field,
but not on our program. Even if something “negative” is mentioned, we will offer a simple solution to turn the darkness to light.
On our May 5, podcast, Season 2, Episode 18, Joshua
Martyn had a tremendous and uplifting interview with Sujatha,
the wife of Pastor Babu Prasad in Bangalore India. We started
working with Babu about five years ago and in that time his organization has grown from 34 preachers to over 78 and now has
two T
AL
feeding centers, including one in a leper colony. His wife, Sujatha, who has her on clinic tells how she was
trained as a doctor and now uses her skills to freely treat our
national pastors, their families and church members, as well as
unbelievers in villages as a way to help plant churches. Her English is excellent and the long distance connection from Bangalore, India to Louisville, Georgia only enhanced her interview.
The podcast also gives us the opportunity to share new stories and events with you. It’s kind of like an audio P
R
that comes out every week rather than every quarter.
There are interviews with sponsors, and pastors of our supporting churches, as well as American missionaries around the world
whom you may have never met or heard of. We also have interviews with our own national pastors and highlight biographies of
preachers, Timothies and children involved in our T
AL
D
B
ministry. It’s not a 30 minute preaching podcast, but a rather a single podcast divided into multiple 2-5-10
minute spots. We put a lot of work into each episode just for you
so take advantage of it.
Near the end of each podcast I am privileged to give a two
minute missions commentary; much like the teachings I give in
churches where I speak. So for those of you who have asked for
more, this is your chance to get a weekly booster shot.
Here’s a sample of one of my weekly editorials on missions,
that was aired on our March 24 podcast.
Giving birth is a dual experience of trauma and triumph. Many
JOIN US ONbirth to their first child, find it a painful event but
women, giving
by the third, fourth or fifth child, some testify that the experience
passed virtually unnoticed. No matter what the pain of giving
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.W
birth, we cherish the loving relationship that led to that moment.
Birthing churches is comparable. Some bemoan the great
pains and strains involved in birthing a new church. Others view it
is a joyful experience for the missionary, whose labors brought
forth the new congregation. Paul birthed new churches everywhere he went and expected his disciples to do likewise. For him
it was natural—enter a town, convert the lost, collect the converts
into a congregation, then disciple them to reasonable maturity, so
they can do likewise, expanding Christianity.
Many missionaries will never start a new church. They view
the task as something to be avoided. Others make the mistake of
transporting new converts to their services from miles away, possibly for numbers sake. Still others yield to the distraction of unnecessary details: Is there enough money, enough workers, an
available building, funds for seats, signs and songbooks? These
concerns prevent us from bringing new converts together to fellowship, pray, study and encourage one another. Truthfully, if we
worried as much about the logistics of birthing a new baby as we
do of birthing a new church, New York City would be known as
New York Village. Paul’s method was to plant new congregations
in the homes of new converts, so that from there they could be
the church in their community.
Starting a new church should be as natural as adding a new
family member. Where there is love, the reality of pregnancy is
always a blessing. Sacrifices are gladly made for the benefit of
the new child. Likewise, birthing a new church should bring joy,
regardless of sacrifices that the parent congregation must accept,
to benefit the newborn church. God wants the world to be filled
with the knowledge of His glory. His method of doing this is by
expanding His family into every community, through the birthing
of new churches.
God willing, early next year we will add other podcasts that will
be in a video format. I hope to do a spin off of each of my 2 minute spots but adding more commentary. In addition we have
plans of creating a F
F
S
M
C
(online). You’ll be able to enroll and listen to the 30 minute lesson then take a test online. This will be a great benefit to
missionaries in training and those already on the field, as well as
you laymen at home who yearn to learn more about missions. We
are also in the process of developing several missionary sitcoms.
That’s right. You’ve heard the down side of missions all your life,
now you’ll be able to see the funny side of it.
We also hope to re-start our B
P
and the
Q A Podcast which had over 15,000 listeners when we paused it.
There’s a lot happening, so be sure to download our app so you
don’t miss out. And while you're at it, please take a moment to tell
a friend about our podcast. Doing so will help us grow stronger.

Final Frontiers Foundation

God’s Word ...

 for all people
 in all lands
 by all means
To receive regular updates on our ministry in the Islamic world,
get added to our Email Alerts list. Register at: letters@finalfrontiers.org
Help us print and smuggle more Bibles into the Middle East for $6 each.
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team.
See page 23 for more information.

High
Calling
MAY 2019 SUMMER MISSIONARY INTERNSHIPS ...
Our One Month,

Introduction To Missions
Course
What your May Missions Internship will teach you:
 A Biblical Philosophy of Missions as taught in Jon’s book,

The Great Omission

 Principles of Cultural adaptation, Language acquisition,
and Cultural evangelism adaptable to any culture
 Practical experience in construction and relief work, as
well as urban, rural and tribal ministry opportunities
 Participation in planting a new church
 How to start deputation as a veteran rather than as a
novice and shave a year off your deputation time

I wonder if when Titus destroyed Jerusalem, the devastation
was as great as what we have seen in the Middle East. Under the
rubble there are asphalt and concrete streets, as modern as anything we have in America. These were not slums, they were business districts and apartments with running water and electricity,
shops laden with merchandise and schools where the next generation would have been taught.
In this photo, if you knew where to look, you could see the remains of the homes of Christian families; some who lost a father,
some a mother or son, and some who lost everyone. Their family
name has been cut off forever. Buried in the rubble are also the
remains of a house church where Believers once gathered almost
daily, to quietly sing praises to the Lord. It seemed to be a sanctuary where they could bring a friend or loved one who wanted to
hear the Truth about Christ and understand why we view Him, not
only as a prophet of God but also as the Son of God. There they
would study His Word, if they were fortunate enough to have a
copy. At times they would sit at a table and each person would copy
a page of scripture over and over, then exchange pages with someone else and begin again. Only in this way could they provide
“Bibles” for themselves and other Believers.
Now, if alive, they are scattered, but their “printing” continues
and so does ours in our “underground” printshop. What a blessing
for them when we can deliver complete copies of the entire Bible to
read, memorize and share with others. Considering it only takes $6
per copy to print and smuggle one; they wonder how little we in
America must love our Bibles, when we don’t give to allow them to
have one as well. I must admit that sometimes, I wonder that too.
In recent weeks we have transported another 10,000 Bibles into
a strict Islamic land. Why do our men risk their lives to do this? Because most Believers in that region have never seen a Bible. Never. And because so many Muslims who have heard that there is a
Bible, are so eager to read it and find out why their religious leaders
are so fearful of Christ. Can you give $6 to help us print and deliver
one more Bible in lands where missionaries don’t exist?

To register, go online and complete the
Enrollment Form
https://form.jotform.com/FinalFrontiers/high-calling

CHURCH
MEETINGS

July:
Lee, MA
Chester, MA
Auburn, MA
Boston, MA
Richmond, VA
Atlanta, GA
Pell City, AL
Dallas, TX
Tampa, FL

VISIONARY
TRIPS

July:
Honduras
(Visionary Trips)
Peru

August:
Honduras
(Visionary Trips)

August:

October:

Little Rock, AR
Cincinnati, OH

Ukraine
Romania
Hungary
Bulgaria

September:

Kohoka, MO
Muncie, IN
Molokai, HI
Morganton, NC
To schedule a
Final Frontiers,
Smugglers or Touch A
Life speaker for your
church, call
800-522-4324.

November:
North Africa
India
Pakistan

Sri Lanka

January 2019:
Mexico
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All the national church planters we support are required to send in a detailed report for their sponsor four times a
year. We digitally record their reports and photos in our archive and as a result, have copies of every letter and photo
received since we began in 1986. Tens of thousands of reports and as more than a hundred thousand photographs. In
some cases, tribes have become so westernized that the youth no longer know how their parents and grandparents
dressed, what their houses were like, etc. It is only by our archives that such information is preserved.
In their Quarterly Reports, they must account for how many they led to Christ in that period, how many were baptized,
how many villages they evangelized and how many new churches they may have started. If any answer is zero, then
they must explain why. They must also provide the sponsor with an updated family photograph every two years.
Their reports are incredible, informative and eye-opening. We thought you might like to read excerpts from several
recent reports we have received from around the world.

Ronald Okecha, (#5630) from Uganda

Lal Biak Zuala (3733) from Myanmar

Quarterly Report for his sponsors:

Quarterly Report for his sponsors:

Report Date:
Report Period:

Report Date:
Report Period:

April 27, 2018
First Quarter 2018
He reports: 2
74
60
50

church started
villages evangelized
salvations
baptisms

I ask you to pray for my ministry,
for wisdom and knowledge and the
anointing of God. Pray for me as I
am planning for new villages to
evangelize.
I glorify God in my life by leading
me throughout the villages I went
through recently.
As I went and witnessed around
Singila B village in Panyimur subcounty, I found an old man of 85
years who is a witch doctor. I spoke to him of what Christ can do
in his life if he accepts Him to be his Lord and Savior. He believed
and then brought all his witchcraft items. Together we burned
them with fire. Glory goes to the Almighty God.
I have lately spent time in door to door evangelism and ministry in the hospital. Then there are those that I am discipling.
My goal for the next three months is to go to the Mahagi part of
the Democratic Republic of Congo which is 10 kilometers from my
place (in Uganda) and plant one church in the town of 35 people
in it.
I really appreciate you for friends and I have received also your
donation from Final Frontiers that I use to do ministry and to care
for my family. I use some for transportation to go to other new
villages to evangelize and I pay the school fees of my children
and for feeding my family each day.
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April 25, 2018
First Quarter 2018
He reports: 2
3
21
3

church started
villages evangelized
salvations
baptisms

Thank you very much for your
help and sacrifice for my family.
Because of it I can serve the Lord
with all my heart and meet our
daily provisions. I used some of it
to buy rice for our survival as well
as for ministry transportation.
In April we had a camp for
youth and children. I also have
the privilege to solemnize a new
couple. In the last week I went to
the Insein Township hospital and
visited 12 patients with prayers and encouragements.
I also had ten youths and eleven children saved. And in the
last three months I could involve myself in starting 2 new
churches. I could evangelize to 3 new Buddhist villages. Pray for
the new churches and for their spiritual growth. Also my eldest
daughter is now healed from kidney stones after one week in the
hospital.
In the next three months my goal is to preach to at least 3
new villages, Paukkung, Myittar and Alatchaung villages. I will
also continue my home Bible studies that I have in 3 other villages and I will try my best to start 2 more churches. And I will
serve the Lord in my home church as usual.
I and my family are very much grateful to the Lord for you.
May the Lord make you more blessing for the needy people
around the world.

Final Frontiers Foundation

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER ARTIST TO
HELP US WITH SOME CHILDREN’S PROJECTS WE
ARE WORKING ON.
WE NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR AND AN ANIMATOR
WHO CAN DO “COMIC BOOK STYLE” DRAWINGS
BASED ON OUR MINISTRY STORIES. WE WILL PROVIDE THE SCRIPT AND STORY BOARD, ALL WE NEED
IS YOUR ARTISTIC SKILL.
YOUR ASSIGNMENT, SHOULD YOU CHOOSE TO ACCEPT IT ,WILL BE HIGHLY REWARDED BY FUNDS
DEPOSITED INTO YOUR ACCOUNT AT THE BANK OF
HEAVEN.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT
DANIEL NELMS AT:
DNELMS@FINALFRONTIERS.ORG

T

T

P

Support for the Tਨਬਮਲ਼ਧਸ Pਮਤਢਲ਼ is just $10 monthly whereas support for a full time preacher is $50 monthly. These funds help the
school provide the curriculum and living needs of the Timothys such as food, clothing and transportation to the churches they are
starting. If this seems like a worthwhile and an eternally productive investment to you, then perhaps you would consider being a $10
or more, monthly sponsor of Tਧਤ Tਨਬਮਲ਼ਧਸ Pਮਤਢਲ਼.

TESTIMONY OF A TIMOTHY.
Devadas from Ulinakonda, Karnataka, India has now graduated and is
qualified for support as a churchplanning national pastor.

I was born in a normal Christian
family and regularly attended Sunday
School. As I grew up I started to move
away from the church going only thrice
a year on Easter, Christmas and New Years Day. I became an
alcohol and never went to college. Instead I used the tuition
funds my parents gave me to enjoy alcohol with my friends. I
would tell my parents the lie that I had passed my courses so
they would give me more funds. Finally my parents discovered
the truth and they scolded me and brought me to a village to
work but I continued to drink.
One day a friend took me to an open air meeting in my village
and I also attended a prayer meeting. I sat in the corner and listened to the man who spoke, he was saying that he, like many
young men had been spoiled by taking alcohol but that God had
changed him and he is now a living testimony for God in many
places. He talked about how Jesus came to the world to save
sinners and that He paid the price for us on the cross. That very
moment my eyes were opened to the truth and I took the decision to quit alcohol. I started by reducing my drinking day by day
until finally, after six months I had quit forever. My life was then
fully committed to Jesus and I had hope that I could serve the
Lord full time—but how?
I became a marriage registrar and during the marriage season I work about twelve hours a week. Beside that I look for any
work I could find on a daily basis. Some time later, Pastor Solo-

mon Bijja examined my testimony and after a season of examination, he allowed me to join in his Bible Institute freely, since Final
Frontiers had offered some scholarships at his discretion.
Pastor Solomon taught us at his church, then we would go out
with him to practice what he has taught us. It is not just doctrine
but he taught us how to baptize, construct prayer sheds, start
little churches in houses and also how to teach doctrine to the
men in the new churches, just as he taught us. Learning all this
we are able to go out and evangelize with confidence from out
experiences and baptize the converts, establish more small
house churches and teach those men to continue the process.
My wife Madiga and I have two children who have also followed Christ. We enjoy our lives together and our ministry side by
side. As a family we wish to thank you for providing the scholarship so that I could study for the ministry. This T
training
has enabled me to start two new churches, one in the village of
Allugunda and the other in Yerrakathava. In these two I have
already led 93 souls to Christ and baptized 57.
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an ongoing series

The Conundrums of
Missions
A conundrum is defined as “a confusing and difficult problem or question”.
Every problem has a surface cause and a surface solution. In this series we hope to peel back the layers that will
reveal not only the problem but also the cause, the root causes, the possible solutions and the steps to resolve it.

#9
How can a church be confident the missionaries they support will not fail and what
should be done if they do fail?

By Jon Nelms
First, we have to define the term fail. But, who gets to define
the term? Can I give it a shot? I would suggest that failure, in
reference to a missionary, could be defined as, not performing
the duties expected of his service, due to inability, laziness, misconduct or abandonment. These conditions could be caused by
a weak character, a family problem, a lustful or envious heart,
too much reliance on self and not enough on the Spirit, or any
other number of things.
F

’
…
For a church to determine why he is failing, he should first be
made aware of their purpose in supporting him.
That’s easy. Most churches have no idea why they are supporting a missionary—they just are. Maybe it’s because of the
country he is serving in, maybe it’s because of the Bible college
he graduated from, maybe he was referred by a trusted friend, or
is the nephew of a faithful church member that no one wants to
offend. Perhaps he had a pretty wife or a disabled child and the
church felt sorry for him, as they should; but sympathy does not
necessitate support. Maybe, and I have seen this one as well as
all the others listed, he had been on deputation for five years and
only had support from two churches, and they just felt sorry for
him.
Whatever the reason, the pastor or someone appointed by
him, should sit down with each selected missionary and explain
to them exactly
 how much they will give to him
 when it will begin




why the church wants to support him and
what they expect of him in return.

The church may expect specific results, or a quarterly update
or even an annual Skype call to the congregation. If he is willing
to jump through their hoops, and later fails to do so, then he is in
breech of contract. At that point the church could contact him
with a reminder, offer a second chance, or just drop the support
altogether. And on that point, I would suggest the church put all
this in writing and have it signed by the pastor and each missionary, just in case while going from church to church, he doesn’t
forget who expects what from him.
F
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...

I would suggest to the churches that you not get too specific.
Most missionaries will have from 50 to 150 supporting churches.
If only half require specific “expectations” that are not of concern
to the other supporting churches, the missionary will be handicapped by his contractual agreements and unable to fulfill the
purpose for which he is there.
Keep in mind that it is not a sin to drop support. But on the
other hand it should not be done lightly. Churches often drop
support of their missionaries because they acquire a new pastor
and he has “favorites” from his past church that he wants to help,
and justifies this by declaring since he does not know the men
the church has committed to, then how can he support them. It is
as if only he has the spiritual discernment to know who to support. Not the pastor who started the church nor the pastors who
preceded him, nor his deacons, nor his trustees nor the members; only he has that knowledge. But strangely, he will not drop
the mortgage payment or any other commitment the church
made before he arrived—only the missionaries.
Missionaries are not pawns to be moved around and discarded as we play the game of world evangelism. They are trained,
experienced, gifted servants of God (or should be). After all, if the
Lord must equip a man to serve Him in his own culture, how
much more if he is serving God in a strange and distant land.
But I have strayed from the point. Let me return to the issue of
failing as a missionary, because before I can fail a supporting
church, I must have already failed my Lord.
If missionaries were supported to evangelize, plant churches,
disciple converts and develop more preachers, a report form
such as what we use for our national preachers would do the
trick. Before the national preachers are asked specific questions
about their family, ministry, health, etc.; they are asked these four
simple, one-word-answer questions ...
In the last quarter:
1.
2.
3.
4.

How many souls have you won to Christ?
How many have you baptized?
How many new villages (areas, barrios, neighborhoods, etc.)
have you evangelized?
How many new churches have you started?
The next words are:

If the answer to any of the questions above is “zero”, explain why.
It’s not that we actually expect a preacher to start a new
church every three months, most could never do that. But it’s our
way of reminding them each quarter that we expect them to be
working, not sitting in their home office writing Sunday School
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lessons. (You can find legions of them on the internet, free.)
Now, I know what some of you are thinking; “what if writing
Sunday School lessons is his ministry?”
If that is his ministry, then he isn't getting support from us. We
only support men who are “actively and consistently involved in
church planting and discipleship.”
Though you all know by now that I believe biblically, missions
is church planting and discipleship, most churches still consider
other endeavors as “missions” rather than “ministry”.
(Personally, I think a church could do both, funding each from
separate funds, one for missions and one for ministry. The church
can decide if they want their giving to be a 50/50 split or a 90/10
split. By doing this you never “accidently” forget to fund one or the
other, or get too out of balance.)
H

...
For the sake of this conundrum, let’s just assume I’m speaking
to any typical church that believes missions is everything from ... a
youth trip to New York City to pass out tracts while you visit the
Empire State Building and the Statue of Liberty, to supporting the
downtown rescue mission, to stocking your benevolence pantry,
to supporting American pastors who call themselves missionaries
and serve in any place from the destitution of Zimbabwe to the
affluent countries of Australia, Canada, England, Germany, etc.
(For it seems that no matter where a missionary serves, no matter
how modern or affluent the society or its people, his support has
to always come from churches in America, rather than they tithe of
his own church members. But that’s another conundrum altogether.)
If you believe as I do, that a missionary is a church planter like
Paul, not a pastor like James, then the simple “report form” I detailed above should be enough. But if you feel that everything outside your church building is missions, then you need to find another way to determine if your missionary is failing or not. I submit
that typically, progress is more important than process. For example. Perhaps you support a teacher at an orphanage in Brazil.
How many she is teaching, what she is teaching, what impact it is
having on their lives, how it is helping the local church, is she
training a student teacher and how many, is more important than
which curriculum she uses.
Perhaps you are funding a Bible Institute in Uganda. What’s
more important to you; how many students they have, what courses they offer, what their holiday schedule is, whether it is a 2-3 or
4 year course, are the buildings bamboo or concrete block, do
they have a scholarship program or, how many churches have
their graduates started, what is the attrition rate of the “preachers”
they graduate, what percentage of their graduates enter and remain in ministry as compared to those who get a diploma and then
go into the secular world?
As you consider the missionaries you support, here’s some
advice.
B

...
While you're “judging” their validity, keep in mind that every
field is different. In some you may struggle a year to win a convert
while in others they line up on the street outside your house, waiting to be witnessed to. Having said that, I do however wonder
sometimes about missionaries who have little or no fruit. God put
us in the vineyard to produce fruit. If a missionary has no fruit he
probably has not been trained well. Even in a Hindu, Muslim, or
Buddhist land you can win souls. You should first develop a friendship, but that being accomplished, most will be eager to hear your
witness.

B

...
People like to cite that Adoniram Judson was in Burma for six
years before he had his first convert. That may be true but I can
assure you that in the following six years he had a multitude of
converts. It took him time to learn and to accept and adopt the
Burmese culture and only in doing so, he was able to learn how
to effectively and culturally communicate. Once he learned that,
he was off and running, not only producing converts but teaching
them how to do the same. His message was not the barrier
those first six years, it was his methods.
One of the most fruitful areas of conversions in the world is
Andhra Pradesh, India. In the 1990s is was considered to be the
fastest growing region of Christianity in the world. But 150 years
ago when missionaries first started going there, well, let’s just
say it was a great place to go if you wanted to get sick, discouraged, tortured and killed. My point is, somebody has to break
ground with the gospel, till the soil of men’s hearts and plant the
gospel seeds so that after a growing season, there will be a harvest. These missionary pioneers were historically referred to as
“the apostle to the…”. Keep in mind the word Greek word apostle
is where we get the English word missionary from. Missionaries
should always be seeking out those who have never heard because no one has ever gone to tell them. The evangelists,
preachers, pastors and teachers follow behind them (Ephesians
4), building on the foundation the missionaries died for.
Latin America is a classic example. South America is a relatively difficult region, steeped in Roman Catholicism, animism
and ancient witchcraft. Central America has basically the same
language, food, culture, customs and people but evangelism
there is like picking ripe fruit from a tree. The difference is that
the Central American Mission (started by C.I. Scofield) specifically targeted Central America. Their missionaries were soulwinning
church planters who were often beaten and killed. Even 40 years
ago pastors were still being imprisoned in Honduras, and 20
years ago Mayan preachers in Guatemala were still being
stoned. Nonetheless today, the Gospel covers Central America,
not as a thin lace sheet but as a heavy woolen blanket.
I

...
To answer the conundrum’s question, you as a church or
family have to decide why you are supporting missions in
general and each missionary in particular.
If your concept of missions echoes mine, then it’s easy. Is he
winning souls, is he baptizing converts, is he planting new
churches and training men as pastors to lead those churches,
and is he sending you regular reports (you define regular but
quarterly should be acceptable)? If he is doing these things, no
matter what else he is doing, he is a success. And if he is not, he
is a failure who should receive a loving admonition, spiritual encouragement and a second chance to be conformed to the
standard he claims God called him to — missions. He may benefit by a visit from another missionary who can help him understand his purpose and help him find ways to overcome whatever
is hindering him. A pastor may do this as well but it would probably mean more coming from a fellow missionary.
You can determine if a missionary is succeeding or failing,
simply by defining the purpose of his support and having him
held accountable to you with regular reports. Logic and fairness
dictates that if he is doing what you are supporting him to do, you
should continue his support and if he is not doing what you are
supporting him to do, he should be first encouraged and then
motivated, and if you are not satisfied then with his performance,
he should be dropped. Don’t pay for what you’re not getting and
for what he is not doing. That would be poor stewardship.
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T H E U N K N OW N
COMMISSION
By Jon Nelms
Some “last words” are totally spontaneous. On her way to the
guillotine, Marie Antoinette accidently stepped on the
executioner’s foot. Her last words were, “Pardon me sir, I didn't
do it on purpose”.
Some last words express a desire to remain significant after
death. Pancho Villa, the legendary General of the Mexican
Revolution passed with these last words to his friends, “Don’t let
it end like this. Tell them I said something.”
Some last words express regret and self contempt. Leonardo
da Vinci said, “I have offended God and mankind because my
work did not reach the quality it should have.“
Others express a desire to cross into death quickly and
painlessly. Benito Mussolini commanded, “Shoot me in the
chest!”
But the ones I love are of those of people who tried to depart
this life with humor:



The actor Harvey Corman said, “Tape Seinfeld for me.”



Comedian Bob Hope, when his wife asked where he wanted
to be buried replied, “Surprise me.”



Convicted murderer James Rodgers was executed in Utah.
Before his death he was asked if he had any special
requests, to which he replied, “Bring me a bullet-proof vest.”



Another death row criminal was heard to say, “Tell the
governor he’s not getting my vote.”

Then there are others that planned their last words carefully,
ensuring they will be remembered by engraving them on their
headstones. Here’s a few:



Here lies my wife: so let her lie! Now she’s at rest, and so
am I.



Growing up I would often hear my pastor, Curtis Hutson,
refer to this epitaph: “Here lies the body of Solomon Peas
under the daisies and under the trees, Peas are not here,
only the pod, Peas shelled out and went home to God.”

There’s no end to the unique last words. Some express
sorrow and regret, others joy and hope. Some are contemplative
and others reflective. Most, probably have to do with expressing
love for the ones most dear to them. But then there are those
that just don’t quite get the complete message out:



Peter the Great died saying, “Give back everything to …”.



And then there was the dying man who had both hoarded
and hidden his fortune. With his family at his side he drew
his last breath and said, “I hid the money in the …”.

Perhaps you too have contemplated what you want your last
words to be. Curtis Hutson had the “Roman’s Road” plan of
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salvation engraved on his headstone. He was always a
soulwinner, and will continue to be until the Lord returns. I have
jokingly told my children to engrave on my tombstone, words that
will express my humor, my faith in Christ and the promise of His
resurrection to an eternal life and body with the statement,
“Closed for remodeling.”
But of all the last words recorded by man, surely, there can be
none so well known as those of our Lord, recorded in Matthew
28:18-20:
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
Were those parting words spoken off the cuff or with an
egotistical desire to be remembered? Were they uttered from
regret or self loathing? Were they meant to be humorous or
perhaps some type of an eternal “cliff hanger”? No. They were
uttered with all of Heaven’s authority, from the lips of He who
spoke and the universe came into existence. They were not
spoken so that He could be remembered, or to give a summary of
His life on Earth. They were an intentional and deliberate
command, inspired by His Father, empowered by His Spirit and
delivered to His servants. Their intent was not for Him to be
remembered, but to ensure that He would be known by those for
whom He came and lived and died and resurrected to save.
Lately however, I have had to challenge my life long belief that
they are the most famous of last words. That may offend some
but the reality of how little attention we give to His last words, how
tiny the resources we use to obey it; how seldom we mention it;
seems to prove that it is not the best known last words recorded.
Modern Christianity, at least in America, sees Christ, not as a
King, directing His troops for world conquest—for His glory; but as
a divine genie, eagerly waiting for us to open His bottle so He can
pop out and fulfill our every wish. If we don't read His every Word
and live by them, how can we expect to remember His parting
words?
T

U

C

...

A quick glance at the front page will tell you why I say this. If
only 17% of American church goers know the meaning of His
Great Commission, then we are definitely in trouble. I will admit
that it is a good thing that Christ is not dependent on Americans to
reach the world. The third world has taken the reigns of
evangelism and church planting away from us and have galloped
down the road at light speed. It was recently reported that in the
last decade there were an estimated 300 million converts to
Christianity. 10 million of those were Westerners (America,
Europe, Australia nd New Zealand) 290 million were from second
and third world nations.
How did it get that way? Those of us who are older like to
blame those who are younger; but they can only know what we
have taught them. However, the chart above clearly shows that
even 48% of my generation, the Baby Boomers, are unfamiliar
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with it, there is no surprise then, that neither our children or
grandchildren have a clue as to what the Great Commission is.
We failed to teach our children and they in turn have failed to
teach theirs. We as a nation are perhaps only one generation
away from almost total ignorance of what our Savior's final words
were, and what they meant.
How did this happen, and happen so quickly? Here are what I
feel are two reasons:
W M

C

...

For the past forty years, among some churches and
movements, the Great Commission focus has been almost
singularly on soulwinning. By that I mean we have put all the
emphasis, only on soulwinning and ignored the other parts of the
Great Commission. I was actually taught as a young man that the
word “discipleship” should be avoided as a liberal term used by
modernist theologians, and that we should concern ourselves
only with winning souls. I once heard a teacher at a Bible college
rebuke a student publicly, just for using the term. We rightly
encourage our church members to pass out tracts and witness;
but rarely expect them to bring a new convert to the church for
training and duplication. We teach them how to win souls, but not

how to disciple them. We invite our converts to ride a bus to
church on Sunday mornings, knowing they will only hear another
salvation sermon—week after week, but do not bring them on
Sunday night.. Where is the Church’s emphasis on discipleship?
Churches that practice it usually grow. Those that ignore it
stagnate; unless they are benefited by the shuffling of members
from other churches.
In scripture, those who followed Christ routinely witnessed to
those whom they knew and loved. Cornelius, after his
conversion, arranged for his entire household to learn about
Jesus and for Peter to baptize and teach them. The maniac of
Gadara met Christ and witnessed to all his compatriots. He
wanted to follow Christ physically but our Lord had to command
him to stay behind as a witness. Those whom Jesus healed
spread His name throughout the regions where they lived.
Whether they were formerly blind, lame, ill, leprous or dead;
once they had come to Christ they could not remain silent. Even
the woman at the well, a despised Samaritan, within moments of
her conversion, left Christ to seek the lost of her village and
brought them back like a Pied Piper, so they too could meet “the
Christ”. Our Lord did not convert them and leave. He remained
for days, grounding them in their new faith so they could carry
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T
on. Simon brought his brother Peter to Jesus and Philip brought Nathanael. Both
of these disciples even became Disciples. (Meaning they grew in faith enough to
know how to evangelize, baptize and teach their converts to become disciples that
would do likewise—in perpetuity.)
When our Lord questioned Peter three times about his love, the first and the
third “feed my sheep” command was the Greek verb bosko meaning “to feed or
nourish as a herdsman”; but the second “feed my sheep” was the verb poimaino,
meaning “to care for, to nurture, to tend to”. Our proof of love for Christ is not just
in winning souls and feeding them from scripture, it is also caring for them and
nurturing them. Nurture includes discipline, authority, restoration and physical
assistance. That’s discipleship! A thirteen week course is just a beginning—a
helpful and prolonged Bible study. Discipling, according the example of our Lord
and of Paul, is living with them, walking with them, eating with them, traveling with
them, all the while teaching them from the Word and by example. By watching the
discipler, they learn patience, encouragement, practical use of biblical logic, self
control, tithing, etc. Not just in word but in deed.
What mother would give birth to a baby and walk away? What king would
conquer a nation and leave without establishing rule? What coach would attempt
to train his players and never have a practice on the field, away from the locker
room’s chalkboard? Why then do we feel we have done enough to merely convert
the lost, and then leave them for the wolves to devour.
This mentality has now assimilated into our missions consciousness as well.
We expect our missionaries to report on how many souls they have won to
Christ but put no expectation on baptisms, discipleship, starting new churches or
producing converts that will repeat that process, thereby ensuring the multiplication
of the Church. We demand little from those we support because we demand little
from ourselves. When we expect little, we tend to get what we expected.
A missionary who does not voluntarily report on what he is accomplishing
should be required to do so. In my experience, a man who is winning souls,
training converts and starting churches, will tell you. If he is not talking about it,
he’s probably not doing it. Stewards, you are responsible for how you spend your
Master’s missions funds and you will someday have to give an account.
W I

C

...

American churches spend more money on planning, promoting and attending
mission conferences than they actually give to missions. Let that sink in. We are
eager to talk about missions, we just don’t want to do it. We prefer to let someone
else go and we will support them, but in reality, most Christians do not support
missions, either in finances or in prayer. Less than 1% of our youth ever go on a
missions trip. Parents will let their teens go out of state to camp but not out of the
country on a missions trip. For us, a missionary is usually a man and wife, old
enough to be married and have children, who are in their mid-twenties or older. But
look at the Mormons. Parents send their high school graduates to a foreign land,
without church support to live on, not for a week but for two years. What makes
their faith and trust stronger than ours?
Why do we absolutely ignore His greatest commission? Why did He give it to us
if it was not to fulfill it? Why did He give us all His power if it was not for that
purpose? He did not say, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and … build great sanctuaries, or open youth camps, or write
Christian novels, or take single’s cruises, or attend concerts. None of these are
wrong, in fact, all are good and all can be used to strengthen us in our walk for
Christ. They are all things He allows us to do and gifted us with talents to do, but
they are not what He commanded us to do. They are all secondary to the primary.
We are in church today because those who came before us believed in the
Great Commission. They believed it because they were taught it. They were taught
it because it is in the Bible. It is in the Bible because Jesus spoke it, as His last
words. Will future generations know the Lord because our churches, our leaders,
our pastors, and because you and I believed in the Great Commission?
How long can He bear the shame of His people, intentionally ignoring His
command? We need to understand that the Great Commission was not an option
to be considered, it was a command to by obeyed. We need to teach in our pulpits
and around our dinner tables and in our Bible colleges, that there is no other
responsibility of the Church so great, no other cause more worthy of funding, no
other subject more deserving of repetition, no other challenge more fulfilling in
accomplishment, no other program more vital to Christianity’s survival and no other
action more obedient than our Lord’s command to go, preach, baptize, disciple and
teach our converts to do likewise; until the end of the age.
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A leper woman in India accepts Christ.
2004
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:
New converts in Kenya have a public baptism so that all can see. 2017
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M
:
Young disciples from the Akha tribe in
Thailand are discipled to go and plant
more, church planting churches. 1987
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Visionary Trips - 2019
“Lift up your eyes and look”

a one week, missions exposure and adventure trip for American families, youth groups, schools and churches

New policies on reserving a week with a non-refundable deposit.
New trip destinations planned for this year and next.
I always travel for a purpose and when I do, others are welcome to come along … if they can pay their own way.
Honduras is the only place that we offer a fixed-price V
T . For over ten years I have set aside almost the entire
summer to host groups that come to visit and serve. There are
churches that come every year and we look forward to having
them, but over the past few years, the numbers who come have
diminished a bit and no longer require the entire summer. Financially, it would be poor stewardship for me to come and go
throughout the summer so we will begin to offer the first 4-5
weeks ONLY for Honduras trips. If they fill-up and more are
needed, we will add them, it’s just that I can no longer afford to
have 3-4 empty weeks right in the middle of the summer.
O
...
The five weeks set aside for V
T
to Honduras are:

 May 30 to June 6
 June 6 to June 13
 June 13 to June 20
 June 20 to June 27
 June 27 to July 4
A group of 20 can reserve the entire week but smaller groups
will be combined. We have been doing this for years and it really works well because the bigger the group the better. The ideal
group size is 15-30 people so, when we have small groups of 510 come, we combine them with another small group.
Our dormitories can house 40 or more so you don’t have to
worry about being crowded.
H
?
1. Determine the week that is best for your group from the
dates listed above (and have a plan B just in case).
2. Call our office and reserve the week. We will pencil you in
but the week is not truly reserved until we get your nonrefundable deposit.
3. Have the church mail in a $100 non-refundable deposit
equal to all those who are going.
If you are a family and not coming with a church group, then
you would of course also follow these steps above.
C
: Do not send a deposit for anyone you feel is not
sure about coming because it is a non-refundable deposit. Presumably a well intentioned member who has to back out would
feel compelled to reimburse the church for their deposit. Whatever means you use to collect the deposit, just remember that
we cannot reserve the week for you until we have your deposit.
Now, here are some questions I have been asked ...

D
?
Yes, the deposit will be applied to your total cost.
W
?
No problem, just inform us and forward their deposit as well.
W
?
Those that do not come will lose their $100 deposit. BUT … We
will gladly apply the forfeited deposit to your group’s total cost
with groups having five or more.
W
?
Three reasons ...
First, we typically have 4-5 churches that reserve a week (without
a deposit) but then cancel at the last minute. They don’t realize
this leaves me “stuck” in Honduras and creates a financial drain
on our ministry of up to $4,000 each summer.
Second, churches typically give “non-refundable deposits” for
youth camps and other functions, so this is not unusual.
Third, we have to pre-order many items including food for the
anticipated number of visitors as well as hire seasonal staff. And
we have to pay the staff—even if a group doesn't come.
W
?
Those below are not fixed-price trips. You will have to cover
your own costs for food, lodging, transportation (domestic air,
bus, train, taxi, etc.)



India and Pakistan (November-December 2018)
I will probably be there for a month but you could come for a
week or however long you desire. Our trip will take us direct to
Bangalore. We will spend at least two weeks in the State of Karnataka working with two of our largest networks of preachers and
then go south to Tamil Nadu to meet other pastors. After a week
or so there I will spend a few days in Andhra Pradesh and then
travel on to Pakistan before returning home. Your estimated cost
for any week would be about $1,300 plus international air fare.



Ukraine
Sometime this fall we hope to travel to Ukraine to see the
ministries we have been supporting there and to organize that
location as a second, annual V
T
destination. A two
week trip should have expenses of $1,300 plus air fare. While
there, we will also visit Romania and possibly elsewhere.
C
…
As I wrote in the last P
R
, if your church wants
to travel to Honduras at another time of the year; we will be glad
to provide a custom trip just for you, providing you have at least
20 people attending.
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We are approaching our 13th anniversary in November. Wow.
My wife Juanita sponsored the first child, a little girl named
Marilyn in Honduras in November 2005 a year before she
passed. Within minutes, my daughter Sara sponsored a little boy
named Jonas and Michael Horne, Sara's fiancé at the time, sponsored a little girl named Fani. Two days later I shared our new
ministry with a nearby church that had only two families and both
of them sponsored a child. It was then that I realized that the
dream I had was going to become a reality—fast.
What was the dream? Well, you may think it’s silly but I’ll
share it with you anyway. At that time I had spent almost twenty
years raising support for other preachers to help them do their
work. But I felt that I personally had nothing to lay at our Lord’s
feet. No work of my own that is. I know many of you will say that
Final Frontiers is my work and in a sense it is. But when you think
about it, I spend my time telling people about the efforts and accomplishments of the national preachers, then they give me money to send to those preachers. The preachers do the work, the
sponsors pay for the work and what do I do? I just talk about it.
I wasn’t having a pity party, I just wanted to have something to
present as my offering to Christ and I wanted to do something for
children, so I shared my dream with the Lord and asked, if He
was willing, to bless my dream and if not, to shut the door.
As I said, with five sponsorships in the first three days, I felt
the Lord had not only opened a door for me, He had blown the
door right off the hinges and so for me, it was full steam ahead.
Some were concerned that I would lose my burden and zeal
to help the preachers. What they didn’t understand was that it
was that very zeal that led me to start the children’s support program. You see, at that time we had hundreds of preachers with
no support at all, and most of them had children. Though we
were getting more sponsorships than any other ministry like ours,
it was still not enough to take care of every preacher. I had
learned by watching others that more people were interested in
helping a little child than in supporting a preacher. So, I thought, if
I can’t get in through the front door, I’ll go in through the back. So,
T
L
was started not just to support needy children, but
to support the needy children of needy preachers.
Unfortunately, many of the preachers were so remote that
they could not handle the logistics of extra reporting, translation,
photographs, purchasing gifts, etc. but the door opened to support children that lived near certain churches that we worked with.
In short, the pastors became the leaders of the feeding center
and oversaw the spiritual feeding while workers, we hired from
the church, handled the physical feeding. Then we had to hire
other workers to take care of food purchasing and delivery, clothing, and the administrative functions.
We started in Cantarranas Honduras, just north of the capital,
and since that day have started seven other feeding centers in
Honduras. As time passed we began works in India, Ghana,
Cambodia, Myanmar, Uganda the Congo (DRC) and Ukraine.
Now we have numerous videos on the work that most of you
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2005

have probably never seen. I
hope you will go to our website
and take a look. You’ll be
blessed and may even see a
child you would like to support.
T
L
was also responsible for the growth in our
V
T
as many travel
to Honduras to meet and spend
time with their kids. If you have
never come; then you and the
child you support are missing a
real blessing. Consider 2019.
N

,

.

-

Marilyn stayed in the program,
faithfully going to school. About
four years ago she was accosted
by a man in the town and violated. Keith Penny and Tim Posey
were instrumental in helping her
bring charges against him and he
is now in prison. Marilyn gave
birth to a beautiful child and since
then has had a second. She
works full time to take care of her
children who will probably end up
in our feeding centers as well.

2018

#1 Marilin

#2 Jonas

Jonas is my buddy. He has
grown but is still fairly short but
what a hard working teenager he
has turned out to be. He is still in
high school and will graduate
soon. He works odd jobs for us
and others and helped install our
security fence last summer. He is
also faithful in church and his
aunt is now our primary cook.
Jonas is a real blessing and has
not succumbed to typical teenage temptations.
#3 Fani and Sandro
Fani, as a teenager, fell away
for a short time, but she did finish school. She got involved with a
local boy and had a son who is just precious and she and her
husband Sandro are faithful members of our church in Suyapa.
Some of our kids now work for us and have become part of
our expanding ministry. The dream God gave me became a reality for which I thank Him, and our sponsors who share this yoke
with me, as we plow our Lord’s fields together. I can’t wait to see
what the future holds!

Final Frontiers Foundation

Other children needing a Sponsor … Now!
Anyone can sponsor a child and change their life for only $35 a month. It’s easy and rewarding.
To learn how, see page 23.

INDIA
Name:
ID #
Birthday:
Photo Date:
Age:

Akash Harijan Lalita
6175
May 6, 2013
April 2, 2018
5

HONDURAS
Name:
ID #
Birthday:
Photo Date:
Age:

Suamy Sanchez
6054
December 19, 2006
January 30, 2018
11

UGANDA
Name:
ID #
Birthday:
Photo Date:
Age:

Samson Abipenjonga
5962
December 15, 2011
December 28, 2017
7

(Orphan; both parents died of HIV)

UGANDA
Name:
ID #
Birthday:
Photo Date:
Age:

Providence Devine
5929
August 5, 2012
December 28, 2017
5, almost 6

(Orphan: both parents died of HIV)

We currently have over 200 children waiting to be sponsored in
Honduras, Ukraine, Uganda, Ghana, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Myanmar Cambodia, and India.
Take a look at our website to learn more about them. www.TAL.WORLD
For those who cannot commit to $35 for monthly sponsorship, you can give any amount to our D
B
fund.
This program feeds hungry children who are still waiting for a sponsor. They won’t get school supplies,
a school uniform or medical care but they will get life saving, nutritious and delicious food.
It takes us only 13 cents to feed a child. See page 22 for more explanation.
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Ernest Livingsto
— the man, the missionary, the legend —

By Joshua Martyn

There’s a brand new video series in production here on the
Final Frontiers property.
Usually, most of the video footage you end up seeing has
traveled for thousands of miles from countries all around the
world. But for the past few months I’ve been working on and off,
between other videos and podcast recordings, on a relatively
secret project, much more close to home, right here in Louisville
Georgia. And the actors are local; that’s right, actors. This is a
fictional project that will be inspiring American and National Missionaries alike to not give up on their field; and likewise to inspire
viewers like you to remember that these church planters have
real struggles and truly deserve our prayers.
The project was the result of some brain-storming here in the
offices one morning between Daniel Nelms and myself. We were
trying to think of a story we could tell that would be humorous,
yet meaningful in regards to the world of Missions—something
that people like you would enjoy watching and share with their
friends. Something clean, funny, and maybe a bit adventurous.
We know exactly how so many of our Missionaries are forced to
live out there on their respective fields—not only because we’ve
been there visiting them and telling their stories for more than
thirty years but also because we are Missionaries ourselves and
are still pressing into remote territories today. So, the memories
of these difficult trials started rolling back through our brains that
morning, and lots of comical occurrences began flowing out of
our think-tank of imagination.
Within a short time we had come up with not just one story to
tell, but ideas for seven episodes. Then we pulled Michael Horne
away from his financial/administrative load and the rest of the
staff, to bounce all the concepts off them. It brought some much
needed laughter into the offices that day, lightening some of the
daily load of the stress of our knowing the heavy hardships that
our many church planters are enduring out there.
After that initial time of brain-storming I started scripting every
shot and angle of the camera, hiking the local Georgia swamps
looking for locations, making an organized list of props that Daniel Nelms could start creating, and then starting to draw out the
storyboards.
We decided to place our fictional Missionary somewhere in an
unknown poor community in Eastern Africa; and his name we
decided upon was to be: ‘Ernest Livingston.’ He would be the
ultimate bad luck magnet, enduring diverse trials that would be
taken a bit to the extreme in comical ways. Everything bad happens to this poor guy, but he never gives up no matter what—
that was the main idea. He’s always trying to get to the next village to preach the Gospel, no matter the difficulties or misunderstandings that he encounters, and something funny always just
happens to go wrong. I even got a hold of a couple of our church
planters in Kenya and asked them about some Swahili words to
use, and thus the theme of our series will be the word “Usiache!”
which means “Don’t Give Up!”
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We hope to be releasing one short episode every other week
for seven episodes some time towards the end of this summer.
They will be about five minutes or under in length, and always
climax with a comical visual punch line. We hope you will share
them; and we dearly hope they will inspire you to pray more for
your Missionaries than ever before. (Americans and Nationals)
Some pastors have told us that they want to use the series
during their mission conferences to add a light and comical moment to a serious topic. Others who read missionary letters from
the pulpit want to insert an episode into that. If you can get past
Ernest’s mishaps and misfortunes, you will begin to see what
missionaries and the national preachers put up with on a daily
basis. You will see flat tires, river kayak accidents, jungle exploration gone bad, unexpected food allergies, mountain climbing,
remote village preaching, and much more.
The exact release date is not yet set, but please keep an eye
out for future postings this summer. And please pray for us, as
these have been very difficult to produce, yes, even painful for
our poor underdog missionary who plays this part, (yours truly) as
you’ll understand when you see them. As I write this we are still in
production and have two out of the seven episodes yet to film.
We surely hope you will enjoy them.
Note: We have plans to develop more comical missions
themes as time goes on to help offset our typical dramatic and
emotional videos. We hope you will enjoy them and help our ministry grow by sharing them with your friends.

Above left: Joshua Martyn (in kayak) who portrays Ernest
Livingston is not the only one who braves the elements. Mike
Sandiford, one of our Final Frontiers staff, is filming from the
river, which by the way has alligators. (We didn’t tell Mike
until AFTER the filming.)
At right Daniel Nelms and Joshua Martyn proudly pose with
their prop outhouse.

Final Frontiers Foundation

What others are saying
about Ernest Livingston
…
His tunnel has no light at
the end.
- Tunnel Diggers Intl.

He is a human burrito
filled with unwavering
courage and boundless
determination, wrapped
in a soft-hearted tortilla
shell of “Murphy's Law”.
- Missionary Food Critic

My mentor and hero.
- Jon Nelms

Coming this summer to our
Final Frontiers YouTube channel
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he Stories Behind the
Stories...
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers.
Workers and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about.

Financial Accountability … distributing the sponsor’s dollars with good sense.
The photo at right was taken in February, 2000 in Rajahmundry,
India. A close look should make the subject obvious but just in
case, let me explain. The columns have the:



Name of the Pastor



Honorarium Amount in US Dollars



Advance or Deductions, in case it is applicable as sometimes
a preacher may get an advance due to emergency needs.



Amount to be paid in Rupees



Signature of the pastor receiving the funds. In many countries,
any official document has a stamp applied over which the signature is made, to ensure that it was not photocopied.

Most of the groups of preachers we work with worldwide agree
together to meet each quarter at a certain time and place. It may
be the church of the group leader, it may be at a Bible Institute they
collectively operate or even in a home, depending on the size of
the group. This meeting provides a time of fellowship, instruction,
encouragement and an opportunity to receive their support funds
and fill out the report form for their sponsor.
In this particular case, the funds for the last quarter of 1999 had
arrived in mid January 2000 and the pastor had called all the men
together to receive their funds and the report forms to be filled out.
The report forms are usually distributed first, then after they are
complete, the funding is passed out to each preacher individually.
When we arrived a few days later the Director brought out the ledger for me to see that the preachers had all been paid.
We recommend that each group keep such a ledger so that the
Director has proof that he paid each preacher and how much he
paid them. If someone questions him at a later date, he can show
the ledger with the signatures and thereby protect himself from
slander. This is also a great time to give out any special gift sent by
the sponsor like a bicycle, motor scooter or some other item. These
items are always purchased overseas and given to the preacher.
As he receives them, the Director will take a photograph of the
preacher receiving the gift. That photo is sent to the Final Frontiers
office in Georgia and we forward it to the sponsor who gave the
gift. That same process is used when giving gifts to children in our
Touch a Life ministry.
In the early years of our ministry we would simply give the
preacher the cash to buy the bicycle or other gift. The problem
arose that often, though he had requested the gift, by the time the
funds arrived he had other, more pressing needs. After meeting the
need, he would then remind the sponsor that he still needed a bicycle. Their question to us was usually, “Why didn't you give my
preacher the money I sent for his bicycle?” We then had to explain
and hope that they believed us. Then of course, they were hesitant
to send more money for another bicycle because he may spend it
too on something else. To solve that problem once and for all, we
just have our Director purchase the item and give it to the preacher

20

at the meeting or if necessary, deliver it to the preacher’s
house.
Another problem we had was that some preachers received
so much more than others did. If you look at the amounts you
will see some received $50, some $100 and others well over
$200. You can imagine that since they all meet together and
stand in line to receive their funds, that some were tremendously blessed while others were tremendously discouraged. Why?
Because sometimes sponsors forget to send their support or
even stop supporting without telling us. For that reason, a man
could go a year or more without receiving anything.
This was also a burden for seasoned preachers whose Timothys were receiving more support than he was. Imagine for
example if at your church, through special giving, the youth
pastor received three times the salary that the pastor does. You
can see how that could tempt the pastor to jealousy and lead
the youth pastor to pride.
This usually happened not because one deserved more but
that the younger man “coincidently” received a sponsor who
was willing and able to give more than we ask for and did not
realize that his inequitable giving was causing hurt for the other
preachers.
The same concern was addressed in the early church when
they solved it by all men having all things in common. When we
began to address our concerns we were pleasantly surprised to
find out that worldwide, nearly every group had already been
pooling their funds and then dividing them equally among all
the preachers, except in those cases when a brother needed
more funding for a specific need like sickness or surgery.
The great joy for me, having started this ministry thirty-two
years ago, is to see the benefit your giving bestows on the poor
and deserving preacher who receives it. Almost without exception the funds are used to buy food for their family and clothing.
But some are able to use it to provide a better education for
their children, to purchase Bibles for their church members, to
buy a bus ticket to reach out to distant villages beyond walking
distance, to pay for an operation for a child or buy eyeglasses
so they can continue to read their Bible. Some have bought
malaria medicine to save the life or a friend or relative. Some
have purchased a simple casket to bury a parent or wife or
child. Some have arranged to buy a goat or a few chickens so
their family can have eggs to eat while others purchase some
bamboo and palm branches or mud-bricks to make an enlargement on their one or two room house or church building.
Whatever their need. Whatever their purchase; you who
gave have yoked yourself to the gospel field that God gave
them to farm and harvest for Himself. You give generously,
they use it appropriately and we mange the dispersal of it in a
profession, accountable manner. And at the end of the day and
throughout eternity, God gets the glory.

Final Frontiers Foundation
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The Dਠਨਫਸ Bਤਠਣ program provides food in bulk to feed hungry children and families who
are not yet sponsored through our Tਮਢਧ A Lਨਥਤ ministry. See page 23.

It takes just 13¢ a day to feed a hungry child a great meal.
Buying in bulk to feed hundreds of children at a time allows
us to do so at a lower, cost per child ratio. And because kids
fed by D
B
are not officially “sponsored” we don’t
have to allocate funds for clothes, shoes, school supplies,
thank you letters, and photographs. Unsponsored children
who are near a T
L
feeding center eat with the
sponsored children, so there is no extra cost for cooks and
staff. Separate D
B
feeding centers are operated by
volunteer staff.
Our intention is to serve tasty, nutritious, and typical foods
that they would eat at home, if there were food at home to eat.
Below are photographs of the types of food we serve, typical
to various countries where D
B
operates.
MYANMAR ________________________________________
Here food is a mixture between Indian and Oriental styles. There
is always rice, and eggs are a great source of protein. But meat is
available in small portions, used more for flavor than for filling.
There is also an abundance of bananas and vegetables.

INDIA ____________________________________________
There is an incredible variety of inexpensive Indian food but
keep in mind, that though even Hindus usually will not eat
beef, they will eat other proteins, especially pork, fish and
chicken. Their rice is a better variety that what we eat. It is
called basmati and has a light and fresh taste. Generally they
will have a type of flat bread like nan or chapati and small portions of vegetables and sauces for taste.

UGANDA ____________________________________________
Ugandans love matoke and G-nut sauce to which you can add
beef, pork goat or chicken. Matoke is a starchy variety of banana
that is cooked and either mashed or pounded or in some cases
steamed. It can be topped with any available meat or sauce to add
flavor and sustenance.

CAMBODIA _______________________________________
Similar to all Asian foods, it can be wet or dry but is almost
always accompanied by either rice or a rice noodle. They
enjoy nuts cooked in the food as well as tomatoes, peas and
hot peppers. Even the children like the spicy flavors. Cambodians also like all varieties of meat, including fish.
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HONDURAS __________________________________________
Every day you’ve got to have rice, beans and tortillas and the kids
love it if you add some eggs, chicken, meat or pork and of course
we have to put in some vegetables. They also like fried plantains
with sour cream and of course, more tortillas.

Final Frontiers Foundation

I want to receive the Progress Report by Email

Name: _________________________________________________

Email:
____________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

Check here if this is a new address or phone number.

Phone: (home) __________________

Enclosed is my donation of: $______________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
(cell) ___________________

to be applied to: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please contact me regarding: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please send me information on your auto-debit program

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO

NATIONAL PREACHER You can go to our website to choose a preacher or
simply call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, and since we get most preachers two
sponsors, you have the option of providing double sponsorship ($100.00 monthly)
if you prefer. The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 support of our ministry
and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accountability overseas. This
gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as providing for immediate
emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount is used overseas.
You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher at least three
times annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully
passed through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry.

INVOLVEMENT ...
L
U E
R
Wଥଢଫ Yବଲ’ଯଢ Aଯଢଞଡଶ iଫ Hଢଞଳଢଫ
P
G
- such as a bequest in your will or a
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation
in your life insurance - is a way you can help us
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this
world, even when you have passed on to the next and its easy to do.
For help, contact your personal
estate planner or let us refer you to one.

TEAM Sponsorship is requested in increments of at least $10.00 monthly.
TEAM stands for Together Effectively Advancing the Ministry. Supported
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.
preachers function in groups for accountability purposes but they often
1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434
collectively lack ministry tools that can be useful. The purpose of the TEAM
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535
funding is to provide each group with money to be used for such things as
printing literature, buying bicycles for the traveling evangelists, emergency relief,
and funding preachers who do not yet have a sponsor. Each trimester as the
funds are mailed abroad, the national coordinator in each nation is asked to fill out a TEAM Report Form which we will copy and send to you. This will
give you a first hand report of how your funds were effectively used to advance the ministry in that land. This program allows those who cannot afford
full sponsorship to still have a part in supporting national preachers.
TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated,
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry.
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship.
TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored children. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324.
DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unsponsored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unsponsored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center.
SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations.
BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four.
A
B
is an enhanced “dramatized audio Bible” in native tongues. These tools are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start
or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that they present the Gospel in many languages where it does not exist in printed form. Nanos cost
$35 and Picos cost only $10.
THE POWER PACK contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator or
four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in two forms. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The pricing and details can be seen at
www.ThePowerPack.org
OTHER Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or for the support of one of our MISSIONARY REPRESENTATIVES, whether monthly or
a one time gift, will be applied 100% as designated.
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moved lately? please give us your new address...
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1—800—522—4324
REGISTER TO RECEIVE PUBLICATIONS AND/OR NEWS ALERTS ONLINE AT: WWW.FINALFRONTIERS.WORLD
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We are now one of 57 charities that you can say; “Alexa, make a donation to Final Frontiers Foundation” and it will then let the user make a donation—after asking how much.
(If you have an amazon echo device.)
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Around the World
little known facts about … reaching people groups, wherever they may be

Our belief is that generally, God lays the burden for a
people on the hearts of His children as opposed to a
place. Remember that Paul, in his vison, saw a man from
Macedonia, not a map of Macedonia. The people there
needed spiritual help, not the economy or the topography.
Nevertheless, though specific peoples historically have
been found in a specific place; that has changed radically
in the past century. This is why a DNA test will show your
ancestors coming from a multitude of places.
People migrate due to famines, wars, captivities or
economic and religious opportunities. In the past decade
millions have migrated from Syria which means for the
first time, they may be open to receiving a Gospel witness; not only because they are now more emotionally
acceptable to hearing a witness but also because they
are politically approachable in their new homelands.
If you are interested in reaching Syrians for Christ, the
chart at the right will show you where you can find them,
or find ministries that can reach them. Not all Syrians are
Muslims and many are eager to hear the Gospel of Christ.

