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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to  

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.  

  

     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the Final  Fr ontiers  Foundatio n, 
Inc.  Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to 
foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restricted to 
national preachers only; thus they are open to us because of our unique method of missions. 
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient and 
effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from 
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are actively involved in church planting 
and discipleship. 
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation 
and ministry experience.  We support only those who are serving by faith, never those who 
are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher in a third-world 
country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry. 
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible translation and 
distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health programs, handicap and 
leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to 
select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used 
where needed.  
 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23: 
 

     Most of these have articles within each issue of the Progress Report dedicated to their purpose and providing accountability for those who support 
those causes.  
 

Executive Board of Directors: 
 

     Final  Fr ontiers  is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Executive Board of 
Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don 
Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, Mr. Ralph Wills, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by those serving on the national 
Boards of Advisors. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the ministry's global evangelistic outreach.  Final  
Fr ontiers  is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Annual copies of the ministry's 990 
form are available online at Guidestar.com and elsewhere or upon request by contacting the home office. 
 

International Offices/Directors: 
 

     International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and are 
staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight of many regions is provided by our 
Directors of Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of 
their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national preachers who meet 
our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these positions 
for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location on site. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

     For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a speaker for 
your church or mission conference, please contact our home office: 
Final Frontiers Foundation Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324 
1200 Peachtree St.  Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org 
Louisville, GA 30434  USA                         
 

Legal: 
 

“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner 
ministry and a registered 501 C3, administered by the Final  Fr onti er s Foundatio n. Other ministry 
subsidiaries  (see page 23) are also administered by the Final  Fr ontiers Foundatio n and are 
accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial 
Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at 
www.guidestar.com. Recent copies prior to posting by GuideStar are available from Final  Fr ontie r s by 
request. 
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Date:   November 29, 2019  
     

Location:    Peddapuram Leper Colony, Andhra Pradesh, India 
 

Subject:      Pastor Ananda Kumar ministers and oversees the spiritual lives of the lepers and 
their children living here.  Among them is this elderly leper lady whose hands are useless and whose 
feet so mangled that she has to be confined to a wheel chair. Her leper friends sit beside her on the 
steps of their church building which are far to steep for her to enter. The men, many missing hands, lift 
her and her chair into the small building so she can take part in worshipping with them. All the leper 
children living here are feed daily by our Daily Bread program and the supply is enough that the par-
ents get to eat as well. The pastor of the church manages the daily program that is supervised by our 
local director, Pastor Kumar. This entire program, with the exception of one child, is sponsored by 
Jason and Torri Engelman and their flipping business which feeds nearly 35 children and their parents 
every day. This $1000 monthly commitment comes because God has blessed them — so they want to 
bless others. 

THE PROGRESS REPORT  IS DISTRIBUTED 
FREELY TO THOSE WHO REQUEST IT, BY 
POST AND/OR EMAIL.  
 

EDITOR:  
JON NELMS 
 

PRODUCTION:  
MICHAEL HORNE 
 

PUBLISHER:  
FINAL FRONTIERS FOUNDATION 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE:   
JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER 
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… and designate Final Frontiers as your charity of choice  and  
Amazon will perpetually donate a fraction of their profit to our ministry. 

Now you can Give — even when you’re getting.  Go to ... 

A quick reflec ti on … 
     I am so blessed to have both of my kids and their spouses working with me in this 
call of God on our family — and not just to be able to work with them, but also to see 
them take the reins of leadership in the day to day administration, in the short and long 
term planning, and in the developing of branch ministries like Daily  Bread  and Power-
Pack ; demonstrating the same burden in their daily lives that God put in mine back in 
September of 1986. Their leadership in this ministry frees me and Nolin to concentrate 
on the ministry of writing, speaking, teaching, raising support and serving overseas.  

     In upcoming issues, I want to introduce you to our staff on a more personal level so you can get to know 
them better. People need to know that this ministry is not a “one-horse town”. I couldn’t do what I do without 
the help of an army of qualified, dedicated and loyal troops. So, I begin today with an article about my son 
Daniel on page 18; who for the past four years has officially accepted the mantle of President of our ministry. 
(And what tremendous growth we have had in those few short years!) This willingness on his part has freed 
me to do “the work of the ministry” rather than the administration of it. What a blessing that my dream has 
been realized and I get to spend my final decades in service rather than in servitude. 
An update  on th e Visionary  Tri ps to  Hondur as … 
This summer, they were all canceled, but we are already making plans for the summer of 2021. Every can-
celed group says that they plan to reschedule, so if you were planning to visit next summer, don’t delay in 
choosing your preferred week. (see page 6) 
It ’s ti me to  order  Chr ist mas gif t s f or yo ur support ed chil d.  
Of course, it’s not mandatory, but for those of you who like to do so, it’s getting near that time. Be looking for 
a letter in the mail from us with the shopping list available for the country your supported child lives in. 
To us, Missio ns is EVERYTHING ... 
     My mother had a great impact in my life, exposing me to the reality that Christian life and ministry is a wide 
river of opportunity, and in doing that, she influenced me into the strong, flowing current of missions. Admit-
tedly it is less a calm, gentle current and more a swirling, white water rapid, but I loved it nonetheless. It is 
exciting, fulfilling and quite a ride! I raised my children with that thought in mind and it has had a lifetime ef-
fect, not only on them, but also on their children. I wonder how many generations yet to come will take this 
ride with me.  
     Along those lines, we are trying to help parents encourage and excite their children and grandchildren re-
garding missions. They may not be a missionary, but our churches need laymen and laywomen who are sup-
portive of missions and who understand exactly what it is and evolves. Our idea is to post suggestions that 
we glean from our own experiences and from YOU. So if you have any ideas or suggestions, send me an 
email and I will share your ideas with others. You can do that at jnelms@finalfrontiers.org 
     And by the way, we’re looking for an artist that can do realistic-cartoon style drawings to help us with 
some vital projects for training our (your) children in missions. Can you recommend one? 

 Updates and Encouragement ... 

A few thoughts from Jon Nelms 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1721535
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Help us print and smuggle more Bibles into the Middle East for $6 each. 
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team.  

See page 23 for more information. 

Providing God’s Word ...   

 for all people  

 in all lands  

 by all means 

 

     The situation in our country is going from bad too 
worse but God doesn’t change at all, in fact the more 
our circumstances worsen the more people are trying 
to find answers for the solution of their problems. 
 

     One of these, a 37-year-old man, grew up in a 
Muslim family, and since he was 7 years old he had 
been taught the 5 pillars of Islam, and his father was 
always teaching him to practice these pillars and to 
apply them in his daily life. When he reached the age 
of 13, his father decided to have him educated in the 
depths of his denomination, with all its regulations 
and hidden information. One thing that got his atten-
tion was the life of the prophet “Mr. Christ” as the 
Muslims call him, especially a story written by one of 
the successors of Muhammed; they were trying to 
prove that the spirit of Christ passed to a successor, 
but when he tried to compare Christ and this man in 
their personal lives, he couldn’t find anything similar. 
That was a shock to him, but off course he couldn’t 
ask anyone about this so he kept it in his heart. 
 

     During his study in college, he tried to find a book 
written from a Christian perspective to answer some 
of his concerns about Christ based on the Quran, but 
no one could help him to find such a book. He won-
dered, how could a prophet like Christ do all these 
miracles and yet, Muhammad did not perform even 
one miracle?  And there were many other questions 
about the Spirit of Christ, but the more he searched 
in the Quran about Christ and compared it to what he 
had heard, the more he discovered that there is 
something missing. He didn’t know what it was and 
he couldn’t find it, then one day in frustration he 
looked to the sky and said, if you are the true God 
then help me to find the truth about you.   

     After a couple of years, God opened the door for  
him to meet with one of our church members, and 
from the first meeting he was very bold about sharing 
his doubts and speculations about Muhammad’s 
prophecies. Carefully, but always with scripture, our 
man answered him with some reservation, because 
he was shocked by the man’s boldness and thought 

it might be a trap. On their next meeting, our church 
member called me to see what he should do and of 
course, I told him don’t close the door, keep it open 
by asking him many questions and lets pray for him, 
and if you need me to step in on these meetings let 
me know. After a few more meetings our member 
called me again and said, this man is in a gray area it 
is not that he has a disbelief in God, but he has 
doubts about everything he has been taught in Islam 
and has stopped practicing almost every tradition and 
ritual, except for what he must do to keep his image 
strong among his family, as a good Muslim.  
 

     We prayed together and after that I decided to 
meet him, and felt the sincerity of his questions to 
know about Christ, and why Christ was different from 
Muhammad and the other prophets as the Quran 
mentioned. I started to describe what is meant by the 
words, “a man sent from God”, — what is the type 
and the purpose of the message that he should carry 
and deliver, and I walked with him through some pas-
sages in the Quran to show him how the Quran de-
scribed Christ and His characteristics compared to 
what the Bible says, and after a few meetings and 
praying for him and asking God to lead us in the pro-
cess of how we can effectively witness to him, I of-
fered him a Bible to read in order for him to know 
who is the Christ in the Bible. After he started to read 
the Bible, he said, “This Book is opening my heart. 
I’m feeling an understanding of what I’m reading and 
it is all becoming very clear to me.” After a few more 
meetings, he called me to meet with him again and 
said, “Now I totally understand that Christ is the only 
way to the True God, but how I can get to that 
Road?”  I started to show him how to get saved and 
after I finished, he said, “For 30 years I have been 
searching for this truth, and I’m not going to wait for 
any extra minute to accept it.” So, at that time he ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. 

http://www.biblesmugglers.org/
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Emails  
 

From our preachers and workers  
around the world, and our                   

partners here at home. 

From Missionary Jerry Daniels, Kenya 
Note: We have supported Jerry’s church planters for 
several decades. He oversees the approval of the 
preachers and maintains accountability for us.      
     During the Coronavirus shutdown in Kenya, our 
church members have shown amazing commitment, 
by sacrificially supporting continued evangelism and 
church-planting, as well as famine relief efforts.  For 
example, the members of our main city church start-
ed an initiative called “tenda mema” (“simply do 
good”).  The members continue to bring cash, farm 
produce, and whatever they can to help the church-
es in much poorer communities which are really suf-
fering at this time.  It’s a blessing to see our people 
pull together, similar to the first century believers in 
the Book of Acts!  
     The Mt. Kenya Baptist School is a self-supporting 
ministry which has borne much spiritual fruit for 37 
years.  The mandated quarantine is causing much 
pain to the families of our 30 teachers and staff 
since no school fees have been coming in for sever-
al months.  They received half salaries for May, and 
without a miracle, there will be no more funds until 
schools reopen in September (IF then!)  Thanks for 
your prayers for these faithful servants, who are also 
key leaders in our churches.  
 
From John Bee, Thailand 
Note: John is from the Lisu tribe. His uncle Luke 
(tribal name Boonroat Premsainjant) was one of the 
three national preachers that took me to the Akha 
village in September 1986 where Final Frontiers be-
gan. We met John at Luke’s home in 2016 when 
Daniel, his family, Joshua Martyn, Nolin and I visited 
Thailand for the 30th anniversary of our ministry. 
     I am sending my letter to apply to your Great 
Commission Fund, Thank you for giving opportunity 
to be apart of in your ministry. I am so grateful for 
your supporting with generously in our ministry in 
Thailand and Myanmar. Please continue pray for us 
to be glory in Him and to bear many good fruits in 
our ministry in the villages. 
     I am also sending some pictures to you to know 

what I had done and what I am doing in His Kingdom 
of ministry. Thank you for your kindness for us. 
 
From Marcel Isaac Saidi, DRC 
Note: Marcel is our National Director ni the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo. Recently one of our 
donors arranged for Mr. John Hays of Hays Pure 
Water to donate a water purification system to one of 
our preachers. Daniel and Michael Horne agreed that 
Marcel was the most needy and best equipped to 
receive it.  
     It is with great joy in our hearts that we receive 
this glad news of the water purifier being offered to 
us and help our ministries for the furtherance of the 
gospel of Christ and His saving Grace in the Congo.  
     Yes, this country is the second largest country in 
Africa behind the Algeria, surrounded by 9 great 
countries, and is one among the four most populated  
countries in Africa, with more than 350 ethnics and 
different tribes; a country that has much potentials 
but with so poorest social conditions, where there is 
no clean water, no electricity, no good roads to travel 
from one village to another village, etc. To have a 
tool like this one, people's lives will be saved physi-
cally and then spiritually through God's Word. It will 
be a great tool to reach many with the gospel. Be-
cause behind this clean water, there is Living Water. 
 
From Pastor David Naviri, India 
Note: David is a national preacher with many Timoth-
ies in his group. They are assisted by our Great  
Commissio n Fund. You can help build this fund, 
helping us help more men, by donations of any 
amount. 
     There is a great need for evangelism in India 
these days. Great opposition and adversary is going 
against the Christian movements. The Christian com-
munity here needs to be strengthened and with unity. 
The witnessing of the Cross of Calvary is to be more 
propagated. We are insistent and persistent to 
preach about the great salvation of the Lord Savior 
God Jesus Christ at all costs. Kindly pray for my min-
istry and also for my charity programs in this place. 
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When I think of my lack of 
travel and activity for the 
past  five months, (due to 
the corona virus), I am re-
minded of when our Lord 
told His disciples to “come 
apart and rest for a while”.  
I haven’t “come apart” yet, 
but I have had more than 
enough rest, having al-
ready missed scheduled 
trips to Croatia, Bulgaria, 
Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Pakistan. What you see at 
right is what we hope to do 
in the next 12 months. 
Available Weeks for 
2021: 

May 27-June 3 
June 3-10 
June 10-17 
June 17-24  
June 24-July 1 
July 1-8 
July 8-15 
July 15-22 
July 22-29 
July 29-Aug 5 
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“Lift up your eyes and look” 

Visionary Trips 

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure trips 
for families, youth groups, schools and churches 

NOVEMBER: 

 

Pakistan 
 

December: 
Honduras  

(construction trip) 
 

March: 
 

Middle East 
North Africa 

 

April: 
 

Ukraine 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 

 

May—August: 
 

Honduras Visionary 
Trips 

(week long -  
Church, School and 

Family groups) 
 

Nov—Dec: 
 

Kenya 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Congo 

 
 

VISIONARY 

For more information call  

 By Daniel Nelms 
 
     As someone who grew up in missions, I consider 
myself fortunate to give my children a taste of what 
it's like, without having to endure the trauma of dep-
utation.  That taste has come as my wife and kids 
have been able to travel with me to places like Thai-
land and Honduras, as well as working with me in 
the ministry here at Final Frontiers.   
     Being in missions has allowed them to see things 
that others can only imagine and to experience 
things that others only dream of doing — from riding 
elephants in Asia to uncovering a fossilized forest 
and dinosaur bones at a secluded waterfall deep 
within Latin America.   
     Overseas travel and adventures are great but 
they also enjoy being volunteers, doing office work 
and helping in our studio by acting in plays and our 
various video series like the Screening Room and 
Ernest Livingston.   
     If I have learned one thing in my short 41 years it 
is this...  When you surrender to God's will and do 
His work, he opens doors for you and gives you your 
heart's desires.  As far as I am concerned, I am 
probably one of the luckiest dads in the world, and I 
love sharing missions with my family.  Won't you join 
me?  (daniel@finalfrontiers.org) 

Getting our  

children  

involved in  

missions 

In 2016 Valentina (left) and Elizabeth (right) visited with some orphans children from the Akha tribe in Myanmar and 
rode elephants in Thailand. Every summer kids and teens take Visionary Trips to Honduras.  

Why not bring or send yours in 2021. 
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By Daniel Nelms 

  
    Our story begins on the 4th of Ju-
ly,1971. While we in America were unit-
ed to celebrate our independence, on 
the other side of the world in India, K. 
Velu was born. He was brought up in a 
strict Hindu family routinely making sac-
rifices to Hindu gods. However, things 
changed when Velu was 21 years old; 
he met a local preacher who told him 
about a man named Jesus Christ and 
was intrigued. After learning more, he accepted Je-
sus as his personal savior and was baptized and 
took on a Christian name for himself — Gideon. The 
next year, Gideon met the woman who would be-
come his wife, Vasantha, and married her on June 
23, 1992. Together they soon had two sons, Surren-
dran and Purushothaman. During the following 
years, Gideon grew in the Lord and began to work 
part-time in the ministry, supporting his family as a 
painter 20 hours per week. In 2009 he was intro-
duced to a group of Final Frontiers church planters 
who worked in the urban and rural Bangalore region 
and learned how to evangelize and plant new 
churches. Later in 2012, our Bangalore director felt 
that Gideon had proven himself and submitted his 
application to Final Frontiers for support considera-
tion. And even though he did not have a sponsor, we 
could take him on for support through an account we 
later named, the Grea t Commissio n Fund. 
     Gideon and his wife lived in a small, two-room, 
rented house with no running water. (The picture 
was taken in one of the two narrow rooms.) Their 
home was located off Magadi Road, a 43KM stretch 
of road that lies beyond the Bangalore perimeter 
from Binny Mills to Magadi. Gideon's last report stat-
ed that he had started a new church and led another 
15 people to Christ in the previous three months.  
     On July 9th, 2020, I received an email from our 
director in Bangalore with the subject "Sad demise." 
I tried to prepare myself as I opened the email and 
read its contents: 
     "It is with a heavy heart I am coming to you. Pas-
tor Gideon Velu #3637, passed away from COVID-
19. Please pray for his wife and two children. They 

A  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  F u n d  

U p d a t e  

will be tested tomorrow for the virus. This 
precious family lives in Bangalore Rural 
and they are supported by FFF, under 
the covering of pastor Prasad. The local 
government will take the responsibility of 
burying the body. This is devastating, not 
only for the family, but for the Kingdom of 
God. We have lost a great warrior, but 
Heaven has gained a soul, and Pastor 
Gideon has won his independence from 
this sin-filled world. Thank you so much 
for your prayers." 

     After reading this, my thought was to 
contact his sponsor when I discovered that he had 
none, he has been supported all along by the Gr eat 
Commissio n Fund. I quickly wrote a post on Face-
book then set out to see what we could do to help.  
     In 2016 I authored a policy to help protect the fami-
lies of our deceased church planters. This policy 
states that assuming funds are available, we issue a 
one-time grant of assistance to the family upon the 
death of the husband/father. The amount of this assis-
tance is calculated by the number of years that we 
have supported the preacher. In this case, his wife will 
receive a one time benefit of $400. (That’s about a 
one year salary.) Further, the policy states that we 
continue the monthly support for the widow at the 
same level we were giving to the preacher, for a peri-
od of no less than two years. And while this is not a 
lot, understand that the number of preachers we sup-
port is vast, and our resources are limited. 
     Going beyond this, I learned that Gideon had been 
training one of his sons in the ministry. Right now, the 
plan is for him to take over for his dad. I have asked 
the director to get me his application, and I have every 
intention of fast-tracking it so that he can get support-
ed right away. 
     Gideon passed away due to complications of 
COVID-19 on his birthday, July 4th, 2020, at the age 
of 49. During his eight years with us he started 23 new 
churches and personally led 549 people to Christ.   
     We could not have supported him without you. We 
cannot continue to support his wife and his preacher 
son without you. If God has given you the means to 
give and you share our desire to help, please consider 
supporting the Great  Commissio n Fund. 

HOW THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND WORKS TO HELP PASTOR’S WIDOWS AND CHILDREN IN A TIME OF CRISIS.  
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would be between the ages of 15–64, while 26 
would be under 15. Eleven Christians would be illit-
erate, and 35 would have little to no access to sec-
ondary education. Roughly half of Christians would 
have access to the internet. Fourteen would have no 
access to safe water, and five would have malaria. 
Most Christians (79) would live in countries with 
moderate to high corruption; 35 would live in coun-
tries with low development. A typical Christian today 
is a non-white woman living in the global South, with 
lower-than-average levels of societal safety and 
proper health care. This represents a vastly different 
typical Christian than that of 100 years ago, who 
was likely a white, affluent European. 

What would the World look like  

If it was made up of only 100 Christians 
 

The research data was compiled by Amanda Perkins and Brad Coon for The Center for the Study of Global Christianity,  
of the Gordon Cromwell Theological Seminary. The Image was provided by the World Christian Encyclopedia            
and published by the Edinburgh University Press. The article was written by Dr. Gina A. Zurlo of the CSGC. 

     There are 2.5 billion Christians in the world – 
that’s a big number. So big, it can be hard to concep-
tualize. But 100 is different. You’ve probably been in 
a room with 100 people. You can probably list 100 
people by name. What if those 100 people represent-
ed all the beauty and diversity of World Christianity?   

     If 100 Christians represented all of global Christi-
anity, 67 would live in Asia, Africa, Latin America or 
Oceania, while 33 would live in Europe or Northern 
America. Most would be found in urban areas (65) as 
opposed to rural (35). Linguistically, 16 would speak 
Spanish as their mother tongue, 10 English, 8 Portu-
guese, 5 Russian and 3 Mandarin Chinese. Most (64) 
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Vemagiri  Venkayyama: (with her new bed) 
     I was born in a Hindu family. As a girl I was not 
educated but only played with my friends. When I 
was a young lady my parents married me to a hand-
some man. I first learned to go to church when my 
son was terribly sick. He was in the bed for long time 
and when my faith in Christ increased I decided to 
give him up for God’s service. Miraculously God 
healed him and I gave him to His service. 
     I thought he would be fine but he acted like Sam-
son and against the will of God. Though I thought 
God will take care of him yet he moved more away 
from God. I thought I had done wrong and that was 
why he is not willing or worthy to live for God. One 
day he was became very sick again and the doctor 
told us he will die. 

     When my son prayed and offered 
himself for God’s service he was again 
healed. I was so faithful in the Lord’s 
service and he blessed me. Though I 
am 97 years old, still I am praising and 
serving the Lord. 
     Now I am in good health and still 
serving the Lord and seeking Pastor 
Anand Kumar’s help as he is helping 
others like me and he is helping us to 
reach our unreached area with the 
Gospel. We are thankful for such a 
heart to help the helpless people. We 
are always remaining faithful in serving 
the Lord. We are so thankful for all the 
faithful people. 

     Isn’t that precious? “97 and still praising Him.” 
     In my opinion, there are some things that you just 
don’t have to pray about. I don’t pray about drinking 
a coke, buying a new pair of socks or replacing a 
cracked windshield. Do you? Good, then you agree 
with me. Somethings you do because they simply 
need to be done, others because you can and still 
others because are made aware of the need for 
whatever reason, want to help. So, I want to let you 
know that Nolin and I are already helping to fund the 
elderly ladies in Honduras and now these in India 
too, so if you want to help with such a cause as this, 
now you know you can. (Remember, someday you’ll 
be old too and you reap what you sow.) However, for 
those of you who aren’t touched by this need, that’s 
ok, I have a lot of hooks in the stream. I’ll catch you 
sooner or later. 

By Jon Nelms 

 
     I think everyone knows by now our concern for 
children, particularly those engulfed in poverty, in-
firmed by leprosy and those who are abandoned or 
orphaned. So much of what we do through our minis-
try of Touc h a Lif e and Daily Bre ad is done to help 
them specifically, and then there are the widows. 
They too are benefitted by our Bags of  Hope pro-
gram, though admittedly, we could always use more 
funding for their needs.  
     I admit that while I am always touched by those of 
you who are so willing to help with these causes I am 
perplexed by those who are not. This is not a con-
demnation, but an admission of my concern and con-
fusion. And while I agree that we cannot all be con-
cerned about everything and meet 
every need, I am human (sinfully inad-
equate and judgmental) enough to 
expect that what touches me touches 
you.  Can you forgive me?  
     I once knew an elderly lady who 
would give lavishly to any cause that 
concerned Mexico but would seldom 
give to any cause that did not. Her 
love for all things Mexican was so 
great that I was tempted to change my 
name to Juan to see if I could get a 
slice of the pie.  
    My wife Nolin is big-hearted and 
likes to give for any need that arises, 
but the one closest to her heart is the 
needs of the elderly. (She says that’s 
why she married me.) Those of you who visit us in 
Honduras well know here compassion for the elderly 
women, mostly widows who live there. In fact, she 
sends down funds every month for years to take care 
of their food and medicine. I love her for that. 
     Years ago Pastor Ananda Kumar in India took me 
to a small home to meet 12 elderly ladies he was 
caring for in a two-room house, with each room being 
about 8’wide by 10’deep. There was no furniture or 
bathroom. They slept on the floor and cooked on the 
rocks outside; but they had a roof over their heads. 
Not too long ago I asked him about them and learned 
that there are now 83 ladies living in two locations. 
He feeds them and has a sowing center where they 
can try to make some money for their needs. So I 
asked him to send me a photo of one with some  
background material that I could share it with you ... 

A New Branch on Ministry Tree ... 

Yet without a name. 
 

Most sane people come up with a name and then start a ministry —  

we start the ministry and wait for a name to identify it. Maybe you can offer some suggestions. 
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By Jon Nelms 
 

No. — Did that answer surprise you? 
It is not “always”, but it is most often and most likely. 
The question is divided into two parts so let me an-
swer each separately. 
More Ef f ecti ve 
     It is difficult to imagine that a foreigner could be 
more effective than a national, but it really depends 
on the two components. If the foreigner demon-
strates that his presence there is due to a love for the 
people rather than just a job, and his national coun-
terpart is spiteful, demanding, and money-hungry, 
then yes, the foreign missionary could be more effec-
tive. But putting the two men side by side with the 
same work ethic, burden, compassion, etc., the na-
tional will almost always out-produce the foreigner. 
     Keep in mind that the national has an in-depth 
knowledge of the language, which the missionary 
struggles with as well as the culture, with which the 
missionary is unfamiliar. If such a missionary sticks 
and stays for one, two, three, four, five, six or more 
four-year terms, then he will likely be as effective or 
even more so than the national.  That is because 
during these decades the people have grown to love 
him and realize that he “chooses” to be one of them 
rather than just passing through. He has demonstrat-
ed his love by sharing his support with them, helping 
them, teaching them and loving them. But since the 
vast majority of missionaries do not make it to their 
second term, they will not know the joy of what could 
have been, only the struggles of what was. 
     Another area of ineffectiveness is in the lack of 
understanding of what they (missionaries) are there 
for. National pastors know how to pastor their people 
and can be quite effective in spite of a lack of re-
sources like a car, funding, medicines, etc. The mis-
sionary has access to these things but some have 
been taught by their boards that they should not par-
ticipate in such “material” things. Rather, they should 
spend their time building the congregation.  So let’s 

examine the effectiveness of the two. Let’s put their 
shoes on our feet… 
     Suppose you have two and only two good, funda-
mental, doctrinally sound churches in your area, even 
within 100 miles of your home. They both run about 
the same in attendance, have their own buildings and 
have good pastors.  
Church number one: 

     This congregation is pastored by a local man who 
grew up with you. You have known him for years and 
observed his dedication and testimony. His church 
doesn’t have a piano, electric lights or an AC. The 
pews are roughly hewn benches and the floor is bare 
concrete.  
     The good side though is that you can go to him 
with any problem or concern because he knows your 
life and culture and can understand you when you 
speak. When you invite him to your home for a meal 
he enjoys whatever you serve and asks for more. 
Your kids go to school with his, your wife shops and 
fellowships with his and he understands your strug-
gles because he makes the same or even less than 
you do. He has literally earned your trust and respect 
by his life and testimony. 
Church number two: 

     The other church has a tile floor, AC, padded 
seats, a PA system with guitars, a keyboard and 
overhead projector for the singing. But the pastor, as 
good and kind as he is, is from another country, let’s 
say Mozambique.  He is a fine man with a lovely fam-
ily and from all you can tell, he was a successful pas-
tor in his homeland before he felt a call to come to 
America. The problem is he grew us speaking Portu-
guese and several of his native Bantu languages so 
even though he spent his first 2-3 years in American 
taking English classes, he still speaks with a heavy 
accent that is difficult for you to grasp and sometimes 
he unwittingly makes cultural mistakes that can be a 
bit embarrassing to the membership when visitors are 
in the service.  That’s the downside, but the good 
side is he is from a wealthy family (in comparison) 

an ongoing series 

The Conundrums of  

Missions 

The Conundrum:    Is it always more effective or better stewardship to support a national over 

a foreign missionary? If so, is there any legitimate purpose left for the traditional missionary?  

A conundrum is defined as “a confusing and difficult problem or question”.  

Every problem has a surface cause and a surface solution. In this series we hope to peel back the layers that will  

reveal not only the problem but also the cause, the root causes, the possible solutions and the steps to resolve it.  



11 

Final Frontiers Foundation 

and the churches in Mozambique pay his salary so 
you don’t have to. Anything that is needed, they send 
the money to provide, so in essence, there is no need 
for you to tithe or give offerings. You do respect him 
but you really have nothing in common with him. He 
eats foods imported from his country and his kids go 
to the expensive private school and his wife, lovely 
and sweet, but she only speaks a little of your lan-
guage so you don’t really know her. 
     Which of those two churches would you prefer your 
family to be involved with? 
     Now can you see why missionaries struggle? But 
there is another point that was missed, a point that 
alleviates all these difficulties. And what is that?  Mis-
sionaries are not supposed to be pastors, they are 
supposed to be church planters and disciplers of pas-
tors. 
     Personally, I have never pastored in a foreign land, 
but I have started at least 12 churches and participat-
ed in starting several hundred more. I do this by work-
ing with pastors who have already been trained by a 
good missionary or national leader, and who need 
help/instruction/motivation in staring new churches in 
their region. Pastors are general practitioners, they 
need to know how to do just about everything. Mis-
sionaries are specialists, we need to know only two 
things, church planting and training new pastors (and 
church planters). We are most successful when we 
work with pastors, not when we try to be one. 
Bet te r  St ewards hip 
     Well, obviously it is cheaper to support a national 
missionary than a foreign missionary; in most third-
world situations, the ratio is as much as 100-1. That 
means for what it cost American churches to support 
one American missionary, they could support 100 na-
tional missionaries. 
That was not true in the past because 150 years ago 
missionaries worked for a living on the field. They 
lived like the nationals, ate the same food, their chil-
dren went to the same school, they walked wherever 
they went, there was no such thing as health insur-
ance, IRA’s, college saving funds, or deputation costs. 
They used the same furniture as the locals, plowed 
the same gardens and adopted the same culture. 
Their greatest difficulty was in learning the language; 
but when you are “all in” with no hope or plan of ever 
going home, the necessity to communicate was a 
great impetus in learning the language quickly and 
effectively. 
     In those days quitting was difficult. How could you 
go home and admit that you had missed God’s real 
calling for your life? Since there was little or no finan-
cial help, and even it was spasmodic, how could you 
ever get the funds to go home? Being a missionary 
was not a career, it was a life choice and a death sen-
tence. In the first 100 years of British missionary en-

deavors, the average life span for a missionary was 
only 6 years. They shipped their belongings to the 
field not in crates but in caskets. Many died on the 
ships on their way to the field. There were no “survey 
trips” to make sure of your calling or to prepare lodg-
ing for your family. There was no deputation or ex-
pectation of others to pay your salary. If you were a 
cobbler in England, then you will be a cobbler in Cal-
cutta (William Carey). After all, if the Apostle Paul 
could work for a living while “turning the world upside 
down” then why couldn't we? That was the thinking. 
But as Believers back home became more interested 
in missions, and in their prosperity gave more to mis-
sions, the methods of missions needed to be 
changed and developed into what we have today. 
     To me the issue of stewardship is not so much in 
a comparison of funds as it is in a comparison of 
function. If you are supporting a missionary who is 
not doing what he was  sent to do, then even $1 a 
month is poor stewardship. And conversely, if a man 
is doing what he was called and sent to do, then his 
ministry will grow (as has Final Frontiers) and you 
may find the need to help him do even more by in-
creasing his funding. 
Is th ere st il l a le git imate pur pose f or th e f or-
eign missionary?  
     Yes, there will always be a need. But the need 
has more to do with what he accomplishes than what 
his nationality is. We as churches need to see to it 
that the men we support are actually doing their call-
ing, not just ministering as a pastor but planting new 
works for the nationals so that they can capture their 
country for Christ. 
     I don’t care how much a missionary receives in 
support, as long as he is worthy of it and uses it for 
the service of our great King. Make sure the men you 
support are winning souls, discipling coverts, training 
new pastors, and planting new churches. If they are, 
continue to help them, perhaps even increase their 
support if it is needed. But if they are not, hold their 
feet to the fire. Ask them why and demand a re-
sponse. And if they are not doing what you are sup-
porting them to do, then by all means, drop their sup-
port. (Give them an acceptable cutoff time. Not to 
improve since they have already shown their lack of 
commitment, but so they are not stranded.) 
     But you say, “We can’t drop a missionary!” Well, 
why not? You would fire a music pastor who didn’t 
for years didn’t prepare for the services. You would 
fire a youth pastor who for years barely ever taught a 
class and didn’t have activities. Why are missionaries 
so sacred? We have created a welfare mentality in 
our mission programs that defy any hint of steward-
ship or accountability. Remember, it is not to me that 
you will answer for this, but to our Lord. 
     We can do better in stewardship — so let’s do it. 
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By Jon Nelms 
 
     The fastest growing branch of our Touch  a Lif e 
ministry is what we call, Daily Bre ad. This ministry 
was birthed nearly a decade ago while I was visiting 
one of our Honduras feeding centers in the village of 
Bartolo, with a group that was on a Visionary  Tri p. 
We were delighted for them to meet the children they 
sponsored and to help feed them that day, until we 
noticed some unsponsored children, obviously 
hungry and in tattered clothes, standing behind the 
sponsored children, just watching as their friends 
ate. (At that time the children ate on the front porch 
of their church building — over 60 kids taking shifts 
to eat at 3 tables crowed on the porch; but we have 
since acquired land and built them a feeding center 
which they also use for Sunday School.) 
 

     When the meal was over, Pastor Jorge told the 
children to go inside the church building to perform a 
presentation for our group. As they scurried through 
the doorway of the plastered adobe meeting hall, I 
watched as these few unfed children dashed to crawl 
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under the table and began to grasp the crumbs and 
grains of rice that had fallen on the floor of the 
cement porch. Immediately several dogs joined in 
and began to snap at the hands of the children as 
they competed for the same leftovers. Myself and the 
others who observed this, all had tears in our eyes 
and being moved, I was determined that something 
had to be done so that unsponsored children could 
also have food to eat. When I returned back to the 
United Sates and shared what I had seen with my 
family, we decided to start a new branch of our 
Touc h a Lif e ministry whereby we would raise funds 
specifically for the purpose of feeding non-sponsored 
kids. To facilitate this we had to trim away all the cost 
consuming requirements of sponsorship — no 
additional staff, no school supplies, no uniforms, no 
letter writing, and thus no translation expense — just 
food. 
 

     Most of the expense in a child-sponsorship 
program like ours is not the food, in fact, it is a low 
percentage of the budget. The majority of the funding 
is used on local administration costs like salaries for 
the local staff, transportation and delivery of food and 
supplies, upkeep of vehicles, and on school uniforms 
which include shoes, pants, dresses, belts etc. and 
then there are the school supplies which include a 
year’s supply of pencils, pens, paper, rulers, etc. This 
new program, however, would strip away all those 
expenses (since the staff is already being paid and 
delivery tucks already running, and plates, cups, 
forks and spoons were already purchased.) and 
would be able to put every cent of every dollar into  

Recently we introduced you to our GREAT COMMISSION FUND, telling you not only why we had created it but also ex-
plaining its advantage over our 34 year, preacher-sponsorship program that has been emulated by so many other minis-
tries. We emphasized that a church/class/family/person can still select and sponsor their own preacher, but demonstrat-
ed how the GCF offered great advantages to that option; giving everyone an opportunity to fund a national preacher, 
even if all they have to give is $5 a year.  
Many of you are beginning to catch the vision and so in this issue, I wanted to tell you how we are also adapting our Dai-
ly  Br ead program, making it the Great Commission Fund equivalent with our Tou ch a Life ministry. I hope that once 
again, you will see how with dimes, we can do what used to require dollars, not only for the preachers but for the children 
as well. 

F i l l i n g  T h e  G a p  f o r  T o u c h  a  L i f e  
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buying larger quantities of food at lower prices. 
 

     The program launched slowly as word of it began 
to trickle out through the Pro gres s Repor t ,  but it 
soon began to grow. At first we decided to dedicate 
the funds so that children who were not sponsored 
could sit at the same table with all the others and eat 
the same food. This resulted in us being able to feed 
literally every child in the village where we already 
had a functioning Touc h a Lif e Feeding Cente r s. 
So the 60+ kids in Bartolo who were sponsored were 
then joined by 20+ more who were not. The same 
thing was happening in El Hatillo, Suyapa, El 
Pedregal and Cantarranas. Then as more funding 
arrived, it allowed us to open new feeding centers in 
new villages where not a single child had a sponsor. 
Villages like Zusular, Guaricajan, Majada Verde and 
more recently, Mountainita. (and many others in 
Africa, India and Asia) We referred to these as Daily 
Bread Feed ing Cente r s. The idea was to feed 
them in this way, while at the same time we were 
seeking sponsorships for each child. This, too 
worked well, in fact it worked too well because we 
were soon feeding more kids than we could find 
sponsors for. This left us with a decision to make … 
 

Quit  or Adapt?  
 

     Since we could not get enough sponsorships to 
change the children’s status from Daily Bread to 
Touc h a Lif e, we were faced with the decision to 
either close the program, causing children to go 
hungry, or to adapt the  program, giving our donors 
two options: (1) choosing  personal sponsorship of a 
single child for $35 monthly or (2) giving any amount 
just to feed as many kids as we can.    
     With the only options before us being to Quit or to 
Adapt — we chose to adapt. (You’re not surprised 
are you?) Knowing that we had to have a way to 
promote this new ministry and to distinguish it from 
our original child sponsorship ministry of Touc h a 
Lif e, my daughter Sara Horne came up with an 
identity for this new ministry branch, she called it — 
Daily Bre ad. 
 

     To be frank, this new program is so effective that 
we now spend more time promoting it than we do 
promoting individual sponsorship. There are people, 
like my wife, who relish knowing which child is 
getting their support and knowing that the child is 
getting more than just food. But the majority of 
people, like me, just want to help feed as many 
hungry kids as they can. Personally, I don’t care 
about annual photographs or quarterly letters. I like 
them but I don’t need them. I’m not looking for a 
relationship with the kids, though I do enjoy it, I’m 
goal oriented to see how many kids I can help as 
opposed to how much I can help just one. 
 

Daily Bre ad Advanta ges … 
 

     One reason this program is so effective, as I have 

Younger kids in Cantarranas receive their school supplies for 
the semester. 

Packing notebooks into 
lightweight backpacks for 

the older kids. 

Delivering shoes. 
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how it is packed. Several years ago my wife 
prepared a meal for some distant cousins who were 
passing through town. When they arrived, to our 
surprise, we saw that they had brought others with 
them. We had prepared for seven but ten had come 
ready to eat. There was no need to cook more 
because when you cook, you estimate the number, 
the portions, the appetite, then you add a bit more. 
Everyone was able to eat without the need to 
prepare more — there were just no leftovers for my 
late night snack. 
 

     A third reason  for the low cost of serving a meal 
is that cultural meals often do not require the same 
costly ingredients that we as Americans expect and 
demand. We are meat eaters and meat is 
expensive. In Asia however, meat is used for taste 
not for filling. There, fried rice will contain a number 
of healthy vegetables and literally only slivers of 
chicken, pork, beef or fish. The purpose of the 

slivers is to give the 
meal an added flavor 
and some protein, not to 
fill you up on the meat. 
The “filling” comes from 
the rice or the noodles. 
 

     In Honduras as in 
may other countries, 
most poor people will 
only eat a good portion 
of meat a few times a 
year. They like it — 
usually — but don’t 
expect it. Growing up, 
my wife only had meat 
when the clan would 
gather together. Even 
Christmas Day was not 
celebratory enough to 
expect meat (or even a 
small gift for that 

matter). Meet is considered a treat rather than a 
daily requirement. That has become their culture, 
based on economic hindrances and supply. 
 

     I recall noticing while on my first trip with the 
Mayan Indians in Guatemala back in 1992, that the 
people had very little to eat, yet there were always a 
few chickens running around outside the houses, 
pecking at the bugs in the dirt. I asked the brother 
with whose family I was staying, why they didn't 
slaughter the chickens and eat them, to which he 
replied, “they are not old enough”. Puzzled, I asked, 
“How old do they have to be” and he simply 
answered, “Too old to lay eggs”. Being an ignorant 
“city-boy” who thought eggs came from cardboard 
cartons, I asked him why they willingly go hungry 
while there is food is running around their houses. 
He then answered me by patiently explaining, “If I 

already stated, is that it strips away nearly all the 
costs associated with feeding a child. While direct 
sponsorship for one child is $35 month, 
internationally, we have learned that we can 
feed a typical, cultural meal to a child for about 
10¢. Try to let that sink in as I explain why and how. 
     First of all, in a purely Daily  Bread F eeding 
Cente r where there are literally no sponsored 
children, there is no staff to pay. The cooks and 
servers are all volunteer church members. This is 
“their ministry” for which we are merely the 
“supplier”. They collectively plan their meals and 
have them approved by our administrative staff who 
then buys the food and delivers it to the various 
kitchens. While we do help with offerings so they 
can pay their light and gas bills, we always provide 
the refrigerators, stoves, ovens, plates, cups, bowls, 
forks, spoons, cooking pots, pitchers, and 
everything else needed as a special offering to 
each Feeding Center, 
and continually 
resupply and repair 
them as needed. In 
most cases we also 
provide the tables and 
chairs. Generally, the 
funds for all these items 
are raised by offerings 
from our partners for 
special needs that we 
publicize when 
gettering ready to open 
or enlarge a new 
center. 
 

     Another reason for 
such an inexpensive 
cost for the food is that 
the more we buy — the 
greater the bulk — the 
lower the price. This is 
the same reason why 
your family buys its groceries at the supermarket at 
retail prices but restaurants, who prepare for more 
meals than you, buy theirs at Sam’s, Costco or from 
a Restaurant Food Supplier at wholesale prices. 
And then of course, locations with huge customer 
numbers, like a McDonalds, actually has their food 
delivered to the locations in huge trucks. So you 
see, it’s not an issue of “putting more water in the 
soup”, it’s just the reality of — the more you buy the 
cheaper the price, it’s the economics of scale.   
 

     It is very common for our kitchens, when 
preparing a daily meal, to have enough left over to 
feed five to twenty-five more children, depending on 
the size of the kitchen and the number of kids for 
which we are cooking. Consider also logically, that 
if a kitchen needs a weekly delivery of 47 pounds of 
rice we will give them 50 pounds because that is 
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kill her we eat today, if we let her alone she will lay 
eggs that we can eat every day — then when she is 
too old to lay, we will eat her.”  
 

     With this lack of meat being the norm, you may 
wonder, from where do they get their protein? The 
answer, is from beans. The beans consumed in 
Mexico and Central America actually have more 
protein than meat. They love beans, rice, cheese, 
tortillas and will gladly eat it every day.  And unlike 
the Hebrews who complained about having to eat 
“manna again!”,  Hondurans will complain if they 
don’t get these staples every day. Even now in my 
home, my wife will often prepare me an “American 
supper” (meat, potatoes, vegetables, bread) while 
she makes for herself beans, rice, eggs, cheese and 
tortillas. And to be honest, I’m getting to where I 
prefer her food over my own. 
 

     So you see, when we feed them their desired 
cultural meals, throwing in a little extra to ensure 
proper consumption of vitamins and minerals, the 
children are happy. They are getting what they want 
as we give them what they need.  
 

     Years ago in the village of Bartolo, the same 
village where Daily  Bre ad began, we thought we 
would treat the entire village to an “American meal” 
so we cooked hotdogs. Some of the people were 
visibly nauseated by just the smell of the unfamiliar 

fragrance, but when we placed them in a bun and 
served them, they looked at the wieners, their shape, 
their color and their texture and asked, “What kind of 
meat is this?” and “What part of the animal does it 
come from?” and “Why is it so soft?” and “Where are 
the bones?” I noticed, while glancing around at their 
reaction to our strange and alien fare, that when they 
thought nobody was looking, they would eat the 
bread and give the hotdogs to the four-legged dogs. 
After the meal, the pastor came to me, thanked me 
for our generosity and the experience of eating 
Gringo food and then asked me to promise that I 
would never do that to them again. 
 

      Besides these three reasons, there is another 
huge reason we are able to feed children so cheaply 
in the Dail y Bread program. To put it simply, Dailey 
Bread is a feeding program — it is not a sponsorship 
program so there are no letters to write, shoes, belts, 
shirts, skirts, school supplies or school uniforms to 
buy — and as already mentioned — since these are 
feeding centers partnered with local churches who 
supply their own volunteer workers, there are NO 
salaries to pay. The Dail y Bread  cooks are the 
mothers of the children who are eating, and yes, they 
too are allowed to eat. This is a biblical principle 
where we are commanded not to muzzle the mouth 
of the ox that is grinding the grain. (I’m not trying to 
make a comparison between the ladies and an ox, 
I’m just saying …). 
 

     This program is working so well the we are now 
feeding more kids through Daily  Bread than through 
its parent, the Touc h a Lif e child sponsorship 
program. 
 

Daily Bre ad Disadvant ages … 
 

     What is the down side of this program you may 
wonder, after all, there is always a down side. For the 
kids there is none. For the staff there is none. For our 
ministry there is none. For you the donor, it depends. 
That’s because, though you may know the country or 
even the village you are supplying food for, you don't 
actually know the children you are feeding, only that 
for the same money that you could have directly 
sponsored one child, you are able to feed more 
children, many more.  (So then, that may not really 
be a downside after all.)  Let me explain.  
 

     Since you are not personally supporting a specific 
child, you won’t get a personal letter every quarter 
from your child but you will get a letter every month 
from a child who was fed because of you. In fact, this 
same letter will go to everyone who contributes any 
amount to the Daily  Bre ad program so that you can 
all meet and learn about a child whose life was 
touched by you. This, too, saves money on 
administration allowing us to feed more children. 
How? In our current system each child’s letter is 
personally customized, not by the child but by us, in 



16 

each year. It is fair to say that every single pastor 
asks if he can have a Daily Br ead feeding center for 
his village too. They typically prefer this over a 
Touc h a Lif e center because it feeds more children 
with less administrative costs and less work.) We will 
never have enough to help them all to realize their 
dream of a kitchen, but there is always enough for 
just one more.  
 

     Realizing that though it only takes 10¢ to feed a 
child, some of our feeding centers can afford to only 
give one meal a week and they do that usually on 
Sundays for the kids when they come to church. Any 
child will be fed if they will come to the table. So if 
you are willing to make an impact, and don’t really 
care whether or not you get a personal letter, I think 
the Dail y Br ead program is custom made for you. 
More and more, my wife and I, as well as other 
families and businesses, are stepping up with 
donations of $50 or $100 a month with which we can 
prepare and provide 500 to 1000 good meals. And 
even if they only get one good, nutritious, healthy 
meal a week, that’s better than none at all. But 
logically, the more people who give, the more meals 
and the more often we can feed the more kids. 
 

     As you consider a one-time or monthly gift  
(preferably auto-debited) understand that even gifts 
of $5, when added with others, can make a huge 
difference. $5, as insignificant as you may consider 
that to be in our economy, will provide a meal for 50 
children. With this program, there is literally no such 
thing as an insignificant gift. Even $1 will feed 10 
kids! 
 

     What about you? Now that you've learned all 
about this opportunity, are you ready to help us feed 
thousands of more children by supporting Daily  
Bread ?   

that each letter has different questions for them to 
answer, so that each child is responding to a different 
set of questions. Then it has to be printed, someone 
has to oversee the child writing it, gather them, then 
send the completed letters  to us, we have to 
translate them, send them to you, and post the data 
on our servers so that we can maintain copies. All 
this requires paper, printing, posting, data processing 
and translation, all of which costs money.  
 

     With the new program we select one child every 
month, from all over the world, representative of all 
the children you are helping to feed. Then the pastor/
director takes the photo, interviews the child and 
emails the data to us. I then write the story and we 
email it (if possible) to everyone who contributed, 
whether $5 or $50. Whether every month or every 
now and then. The cost for all this? NOTHING. 
 

     We know that some people really enjoy the 
personal sponsorship as well as the opportunity to 
write to their child, visit them, purchase birthday and 
Christmas gifts, etc. And for that reason, we will 
always continue our premium sponsorship that 
Touc h a Lif e offers. But since our goal is not to 
better the few but to benefit the many, we want to 
emphasize the abundance of help that the Daily 
Bread program offers and encourage new 
donors to consider that option. And to you whose 
child is near graduation and leaving the Touch  a Lif e 
program, we can help you pick another child to take 
their place or encourage you to transfer your giving to 
the Dail y Br ead program so we can begin to may 
children in their place. The decision is yours. 
 

     I hope this has helped you to understand what we 
are doing and why, and perhaps has given you an 
insight into how as well.  
 

     As I travel the world I am in hundreds of churches 

Third Quarter 2020 -  Progress Report 

Jon and Nolin Nelms fund this church’s Daily Bread feeding center in 
India for just $100 a month. One meal a day, each week of the month. 
6 more families  helping would make it a daily blessing. 
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SPONSORSHIP  ALLOWS YOU TO CHOOSE AND SUPPORT A SPECIFIC CHILD FOR $35 MONTHLY, PROVIDING DAILY FOOD, 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND MEDIAL CARE. EVERY QUARTER YOU’LL LETTER FROM YOUR CHILD, DIRECTLY TO YOU.  

PARTNERSHIP ALSO KNOWN AS DAILY BREAD (PG. 22) IS FOR THOSE WHO GIVE ANY AMOUNT TO FEED DESPERATELY HUNGRY 

CHILDREN (A DIME PER MEAL IS ALL IT COSTS). IN THIS PROGRAM YOU’LL RECEIVE A MONTHLY PHOTO, A LETTER AND BIOGRAPHY 

OF ONE OF THE CHILDREN WORLDWIDE WHO WERE BENEFITED BY YOUR OFFERING. 

This was what we knew ... 
     Oleg and Lori Enskaya serve our Lord in his 
homeland, Ukraine. Lori is from South Carolina and 
moved there as a missionary where they met and 
were married. Because the board which she had 
joined was opposed to supporting national preachers 
(yes, there are still some out there whose eyes are 
not yet open), once they were married, the board dis-
missed her. It was then that a long-time board mem-
ber, Pastor Gene Carpenter of Palmetto Land Baptist 
Church, introduced her to us. To be a blessing to a 
fellow missionary, Final Frontiers began to process 
Lori’s support and we soon got to know Lori and Oleg 
much better. We were all highly impressed with their 
service and effectiveness and hoped to do more and 
more with and for them in the years to come. So, lat-
er, that being accomplished, Michael Horne, our VP, 
contacted them to see if they would be interested in 
having a Touc h a Lif e ministry in their church. 
 

This was what we didn’t know … 
     At the time Michael called Oleg and Lori, the 
Ukraine was heavily involved in a war. The Russian 
military had invaded the Ukraine and the United 
States, as well as the European nations, decided to 
let Russia enter unopposed offering no sufficient help 
to the nation. As a result, tens of thousands fled into 
mainland Ukraine homeless, jobless, weak and hun-
gry. Two weeks prior to Michael’s call Oleg and Lori 
had begun to pray that God would give them the abil-
ity to open a feeding center for the refuges and par-
ticularly the hungry children. 
     Shorty thereafter they opened a Touch  a Lif e 
Cent er which is by far the most effective of all our 
centers worldwide. They put our logo on their vehi-
cles, began tutoring classes, started a youth soccer 
team and a table tennis team that travels around the 
country in tournaments (the travel funds are paid by 

their mayor). The Ukrainian government has given 
them a charter approved by the Congress, and recog-
nized their social and spiritual contribution to the na-
tion on national television and with many televised 
interviews. 
 

This is what we would like for you to know … 
     We recently had a zoom call with them to discuss 
their future plans to start more Slavic Baptist Church-
es and TAL feeding centers throughout Europe where 
nearly a third of the Ukrainian population (nearly 
20,000,000) has migrated, fleeing both Russian op-
pression and food shortages. They say that first the 
fathers left looking for work, then the mothers, doing 
menial jobs abroad to have funds to send home. Now 
a generation is being raised by their grandparents. 
This is common throughout Eastern Europe. 
     This tragedy, says Oleg, leads the people to be far 
more open to the Gospel than they were before the 
war and migration. We need to take advantage of this 
open door and use it to help the Ukrainian children 
with sponsorships and to help the Ukrainian churches 
with feeding centers for their people and support for 
their preachers. Pray for Ukraine and its people. 

              

 

www.tal.world
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they seldom build beyond the foundation. That’s 
where the engineers, architects and designers chose 
to either discard the foundation and start anew, or 
build on what they were given and make it bigger, 
better, beyond the dreams and expectations of the 
founder. 
     I have for years relied on the counsel of Daniel, 
and my son in law Michael just as our President does 
on his children and step children. It may seem to be 
nepotism, but only an ignorant man would forsake the 
wise counsel of the very ones who have served with 
him for decades (in the shadows) just because they 
are family. No one could know my vision, my burden, 
my heart better than they; and I can think of no others 
that I could safely entrust my life’s work to, than they. 
     Daniel, and my daughter Sara have of course, 
been with me from the beginning of our ministry. 
They lived with me and my wife Juanita (who passed 
in 2006) through the hard times when the term 
“national preacher” had not yet been invented, when 
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By Jon Nelms 

 
     It has been said that Old Testament prophets typi-
cally served in a clandestine manner, not seeking to 
gain recognition for themselves but rather to accom-
plish their God given task. They lived in the shadows 
of kings and great men and only ventured into the 
public when tasked by God to do so. The majority of 
their time was spent with family and the small group 
of disciples they led but when they exposed them-
selves to do the will of God, the world took notice. 
This is a tailored description of my son Daniel. He 
has for a lifetime confined himself to walk in the tiny 
shadow that my enormous girth creates, and worked 
to promote dad and glorify God rather than to cast a 
shadow of his own. But reaping is a natural reaction 
to sowing and now the shadow he is casting world-
wide is giving shade to thousands of national preach-
ers that I only dreamed of comforting. Yes, I may be 
the founder of the ministry but founders only found, 

Getting to know our staff … 
 

Daniel Nelms, President of Final Frontiers 

During the filming of 
Ernest Livingston sea-
son one. Daniel 
served as both an 
actor and producer. 
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there were no ministries in our Baptist world dedicat-
ed to raising support for national preachers; when 
churches would not support our family because I was 
called a “traitor” to missionaries (even though I am 
one).  
     As children, Daniel and Sara traveled with me to 
Thailand and saw the needs of the preachers and the 
refugees from Burma that were coming into Thailand. 
I sought the help of our national preachers along the 
border to feed them. The Baptist church in town 
would not let us use their kitchen and would not even 
allow me to feed the people on their lawn or even 
loan me their cooking pans. So I had to purchase 
them along with the food to feed several hundred 
families. Daniel and Sara took the allowance they 
had saved to buy souvenirs and gave it to me to buy 
food. That is a memory that even dementia cannot 
erase. I was not only proud of both of them but in 
awe of what God was doing in 
their lives, even at the ages of 8 
and 6 years old. 
     Daniel was saved at the age 
of 5 while I was pastoring in the 
Los Angeles area. Our church 
didn’t have a baptistry so he was 
baptized in our pool. Later, after 
living four years in Honduras, we 
retuned home in 2001, and both 
Daniel and Michael were offered 
multiple jobs starting at $10,000 
a month, but turned them down to work for Final 
Frontiers for $600 a month. Why? Because they both 
saw serving God as a greater call than chasing 
wealth.  
     Though they are both ordained ministers, Daniel 
says he was never “called” to the ministry, he said, “I 
just volunteered ... I thought to myself, ‘someone has 
to do it — so if no one better will step up to the plate, 
then I will’.”  That statement reminded me of some-
thing I heard John R. Rice say when I was in college. 
He said, “God didn’t call me, I volunteered.”  
     When he was a young teenager Daniel used his 
computer skills to help “modernize” our image. Today 
there are over 2 billion websites worldwide but when 
Daniel launched ours there were less than 300,000. 
Because of he and Michael’s computer skills we 
have always stayed ahead of the curve technologi-
cally. (You’ll understand that better when I write 
about Michael.) And this zeal for excellence saves 
the ministry a lot of money as well. When we needed 
some plastic injection molding done, Daniel had me 
purchase a 3D Printer. At that time we became only 
the second “company” in the State of Georgia to 
have such equipment, which cost us less than the 
outsourced, set up process would have. Since then it 
has met all our special needs such as designing and 
fabricating the PowerPack amplifier system, which by 

the way, Daniel invented and is now patent protect-
ed. He has a business sense about him that I do not 
have but I have always said that Final Frontiers may 
be a ministry, it is also a business, our Father's busi-
ness, and we should not manage it less effectively 
than we would a secular business. 
     Not wanting to ever have to go on deputation, he 
decided to earn his living as the Apostle Paul did, by 
working with his hands. At the age of 17 in Honduras 
he started a computer business and in 2001 opened 
a computer repair business in Georgia. He no longer 
runs it as he is fulltime with Final Frontiers but he 
does have a manager and receives a small monthly 
stipend. He has also started a “props” business 
which he does in the evenings and weekends from 
his home. Nova Props designs and fabricates props 
for movies that you may have seen, such as Guardi-
ans of the Galaxy and other science fiction outlets. 

(Again, this is only in his 
spare time when others may 
be watching TV or doing 
some other hobby.) 
     Typically, Daniel busies 
himself with the running of the 
ministry, while Michael han-
dles the financial administra-
tion and overseeing the spon-
sorship and preacher’s ac-
countability. A typical day for 
Daniel would be speaking on 

the phone with multiple national preachers, corre-
sponding by email with dozens more, organizing the 
translation of our books and articles into other lan-
guages, editing and preparing the same for online 
publishing including registering trademarks and type-
setting for Amazon, Barnes and Nobel and other 
online source, building by hand PowerPack units and 
designing new models, video production work with 
Joshua Martyn in writing scripts, designing sets, trav-
eling to shoot on location and editing. He also helps 
by writing articles, strategic planning and visiting our 
works overseas. And while this is not an exhausted 
list of all he does, I’ll stop here to close. 
     After being assured by the board of their unani-
mous approval to make Daniel the president of our 
ministry, I had to - up the date - when I was given 
three years to live back in 2016. Rather than having it 
all dumped on him all at once, I gave up the position 
at that time so I could help him transition. As it turned 
out, he hasn’t needed my help at all. Under his lead-
ership we are strong financially, have begun new 
works and have more than tripled the number of 
preachers we support. 
     Daniel is married to Nolvia, a native of Honduras 
and the best daughter-in-law a  man could have, and 
they have two daughters, Valentina (14) and Eliza-
beth (11). 

Daniel passing out food bags  
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      What do you see in the large picture at right. A girl 
ironing clothes right? Of course, but if you know the 
culture and customs of a people, then a simple glance 
can tell you that there is “more than meets the eyes”. 
This is where proper mentoring from an experienced 
missionary can knock years off the training of the next 
generation. Let me illustrate and see what you can 
learn from a quick glance. By doing this you can both 
develop a greeting as you approach them and formu-
late a process to begin a witness to them. 
     Walking through an Indian village you often see 
things that are different or even strange to our culture.  
     In this picture, the strange is the way the house is 
decorated with chalk designs. This is somewhat com-
mon as it is certainly cheaper than paint but  is not 
practiced by every household. Most of the time the 
decorations are just that, decorations; however it is 
possible they could be “tattoos” to ward off evil spirits. 
In some cultures they will nail an animal part, an amu-
let or paper with an incantation written on it above the 
doorpost to give protection from evil spirits and black 
magic. Sometimes these incantations are written in 
chalk. What you see here is merely decoration. 
     Another thing strange is the way they have a prod-
uct piled up on their front porch in those brown bags. 
This may be rice or some other grain so they may use 
their home as a retail outlet from which they either sell 
to other households/farms or they use it as a collec-
tion center from which local farmers bring their collec-
tive crops to be sold as a cooperative to a wholesaler. 
In either case, this is the home of a man who is likely 
wealthy in comparison to most others in his area and 
who is influential in his community. 
     A third thing is the cart. Obviously it will be used to 
transport and perhaps even display whatever is in the 
bags. Again, the wealth of this family is indicated by 
the fact that their cart has a roof on it. Most rural fami-
lies would not be able to afford such a luxury model. 
     Still another object is the extended front porch 
where the cart is placed and the girl is ironing. Actual-
ly this is not a porch but a walkway in front of the 
house which is built on a slight slant. And a final clue 
is the condition of the girl and the iron. 

     First this is most likely a daughter, though such 
work is usually relegated to a hired servant girl who 
finds ironing as part of her task. The reason for this 
speculation is that her clothing is clean and is not 
tattered and that she is well groomed. The bracelets 
you see on her wrists (above) would be cheap cos-
tume jewelry. You can see by the pile of fabric to 
her left that she has been at it for a few hours. This 
may be the family’s clothes, and if it is, having that 
many reveals they are truly wealthy as most people 
would have only one or two changes of clothes, but 
it may be items for sale. 
     In either case she is using the floor of the walk-
way as an ironing board, which is covered with a 
fabric overlapping a pad. (Notice the end of the pad 
shows a thickness and the cloth is tucked under it at 
the at the corner)  She also has a non-electric iron  
that is opened from the top where hot coals are 
placed inside to heat the iron. In other cultures like 
ours, this type of iron was used before electricity 
was available.  

The Story Behind the Stories 

Interesting and amusing backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, 

Preachers,  Workers  and Projects that you will be  

both blessed and amazed to learn about. 
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     Children aren’t the only ones who feel the pain of hunger. I 
have lived for extended periods of time in Thailand, India and 
Honduras and have visited and served short terms in about fifty 
other lands. They are all different in many aspects but they are 
all the same in others. One of those is that no matter where I go, 
I see the elderly and handicapped often being overlooked and 
abused. 
     Sometimes this abuse comes from ungrateful adult children 
who see caring for their parents as a burden they do not want to 
bear. Many of you met Tonya, the “little old lady” that my wife 
Nolin took care of for years; the one who lived across the street 
from our feeding center and campus. She actually had a daugh-
ter living about a mile away who has a house, a car and a res-
taurant, yet this daughter did nothing to care for her mom who 
passed away last year. Every day, even on the weekends, Victo-
ria or Juana or Frank would take her a plate of food, maybe buy 
her a coke and take care of her needs. They would sit and talk 
to her and make sure she was ok. Doing this cost Nolin about 
$35 a month but what a blessing it was to her and to us. Now 
she takes care of other elderly, widowed, or abandoned ladies. 
     At other times there is no abuse involved. It is the option of 
the elderly to refuse food so that their grandchildren will have 
more to eat. Granted, as we get older we don’t eat as much, but 

The Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our Touch A Life program. See page 23. 

we still need to eat. But so many times I have seen the elderly 
deny food for the sake of the family. As they do this they gradual-
ly kill themselves by a lack of nutrition that affects their health 
and well being. I’m sure you would agree with me that this is no 
way for a person to have to end their time on the earth. 
     The above photo is actually a clip from a video recently sent 
to me by a pastor in India. These are elderly ladies in his congre-
gation who are hungry and were asking us to help them. Not only 
have they endured the virus period, but they also endured a hur-
ricane that devasted the house where they are sitting. You can 
see the rubble from the structure that was torn apart by winds 
and flooding. If this were you or I, we would simply call the insur-
ance company and start over again, but for them there is no in-
surance company to call. They are left homeless and helpless. 
     I’m not trying to pull on your heart-strings, rather I want to let 
you know what the real world is experiencing and enduring. The 
third world whose physical hunger and devastation is merely the 
tangible evidence of their spiritual devastation. But with your Dai-
ly Bread offerings, we are able to feed not only hungry children, 
and not only unfortunate lepers, but also the elderly who are for 
the most part forgotten by their society and by non-profit organi-
zations, because it is easier to raise funds for children then the 
elderly — but they are not forgotten by our preachers, our 
churches or us. Thank you for making our help possible. 

With $100 you can feed 1,000 children. That’s 10¢ per meal. 



 

 I want to receive the Progress Report by Email 
 
Email: 
____________________________________________________ 

 
  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please contact me regarding:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
Please send me information on your auto-debit program  

 

  Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________  
 
  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________ 

THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of everyone 
is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This is our preferred 
and most effective method of supporting national preachers at whatever amount 
you choose. You will receive a different biography and report each month from a 
preacher supported through this fund so you can see what your giving is accom-
plishing. 
 

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or call 
our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy list. 
Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 sup-
port of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accounta-
bility overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as provid-
ing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount 
is used overseas.  
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be doctrinally 
sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church planting and 
training other men who are serving in the ministry. 
 

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, 
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. 
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship. 
 

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic 
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered 
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the 
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored chil-
dren. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324. 
 

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unspon-
sored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unspon-
sored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center. 
 

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s 
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations. 
 

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support 
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four. 
 

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a gen-
erator or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dram-
atized, audio Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their 
great strength is that they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective 
with lepers and the illiterate. Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at 
www.ThePowerPack.world 
 

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be 
applied as designated. 

 

 

 

 

 Check here if this is a new address or phone number.  
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Planned Gifts - such as a bequest in your will or a 
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 

in your life insurance - is a way you can help us 
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this 
world, even when you have passed on to the next - 

and its easy to do. 
 

For help, contact your personal  
estate planner or let us refer you to one.  

 

Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc. 
1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434 

(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535 

Laying Up Eternal Rewards  
 

When You’re Already in Heaven 

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENT ... 
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Address Service  
Requested 

375,980 
1,187,304 

13,960,687 
4,838,720 

Churches Started 
Villages Evangelized 
Professions of Faith 
Believers Baptized 

Sinc e our  beginnin g in December  1986, t hr ough t he effo r t s of ou r  
netwo r k of tens of th ousands  of p r eacher s, Timoth ies and t heir  

tr ainees, r ecords  indi cate t hat t her e have been ... 

2,841 
25,185 
3,355 

Preachers  
Timothies 
Touch A Life Kids 

Dur ing t hese year s ou r   
netwo r k has encompassed ... 

little known facts about …  The actual Size of the World 

 

Final Frontiers 
& Touch a Life 

facebook 
JOIN US ON 

Around the World 

     Things are not always as they seem. We 
tend to view the world with our globes but be-
cause they are curved they show a distorted 
view of the actual size of our land masses and 
thus the countries. 
     This map shows the actual size based on 
square miles and as you can see, we have 
shrunk! It seems the closer you are to the 
equator the less the deviation, but the further 
north or south the greater the distortion. 
     So what does this mean for missions? Well 
first of all, going into “all” the world isn't as 
much of a challenge as we thought. Second, if 
our understanding of mass has been so distort-
ed, we must wonder what other life-long mis-
conceptions have hindered our Great Commis-
sion thrust? Here’s a big one … that foreign 
missionaries are always more productive than 
national missionaries. (see article on page 10) 

https://www.facebook.com/finalfrontiers

