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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to  

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.  

Cover  Photo...  

     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the F  F  F , I .  
Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to foreign 
missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restricted to national 
preachers only; thus they are open to us because of our unique method of missions. 
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient and 
effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from 
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are actively involved in church planting and 
discipleship. 
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and ministry experience.  We support only 
those who are serving by faith, never those who are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher in a third-
world country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry. 
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible 
translation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and 
health programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from 
individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s 
oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed.  
 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23: 
 

     The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes.  
 

Executive Board of Directors: 
 

     F  F  is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the 
Executive Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by 
those serving on the national Boards of Advisors.  
 

International Offices/Directors: 
 

     International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and 
are staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our Directors of 
Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their 
region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national preachers who meet 
our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these 
positions for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location on site. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

     For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a 
speaker for your church or mission conference, please contact our home office: 
Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324 
1200 Peachtree St.  Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org 
Louisville, GA 30434  USA                         
 

Legal: 
 

“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 501 
C3, administered by the F  F  F . Other ministry subsidiaries (see page 23) are also administered by the F  
F  F  and are accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified 
Financial Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies 
prior to posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the 
ministry's global evangelistic outreach.  F  F  is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  
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Date:   July 2019 
     

Location:    Cantarranas TAL Feeding Center 
 

Subject:      A sample food bag of the nearly 1000 made and given away 
during the Visionary Trips of 2019. 
 

 Each year our visiting teams raise funds from friends, family, 
churches, and businesses, purchasing food bags to give away 
to needy families. These $10 bags are a blessing to poor fami-
lies, homes where the father has abandoned them, and those 
who suffer from drought, illness, and loss of work.   
 

Read more about it on page 16. 

THE PROGRESS REPORT  IS DIS-
TRIBUTED FREELY BY POST AND/
OR EMAIL TO THOSE WHO RE-
QUEST IT.  
 

EDITOR:  
JON NELMS 
 

PRODUCTION:  
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PUBLISHER:  
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JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER 
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     Sometimes I hear a missionary say, "I have trouble writing my quarterly letters; I just 
don't know what to say." That makes me chuckle a little. In the past two quarters, I have 
written two books (430 pages) and started on a third. I also wrote and produced two 
Progress Reports and edited multiple letters from the Middle East. Admittedly, my brain 
is tired, but now that I've had a week avoiding writing as much as possible, I'm ready to 
get at it again. We all have our gifts and callings, so to those who struggle with writing, 
don't worry about it; just do the best you can. Be yourself. If you imagine you are speak-
ing rather than writing, the words will flow. 
 

       It is incredible how the Lord is blessing our ministry. Souls are coming to Christ literally by the thousands. 
And in reality, many of the preachers don't report the conversion of children, only adults. There is a cultural 
reason for that. Western nations emphasize numbers, and those countries heavily influenced by the west 
tend to do the same. The rest of the world is not so "numbers-driven." They are more interested in changed 
lives than lifted hands. Do they believe a child can get saved? Yes, of course. They, however, want to see the 
fruit of salvation before acknowledging it. If I had the money - I could buy 100,000 copies of my newest book, 
and it would become the best-selling book in America, yet not a single copy would have been read. It's just 
numbers. Their viewpoint is not wrong; after all, it's just reports. When I was a young missionary, this con-
cerned me. Now that I am an old missionary, I see the wisdom in it. The world is the same way. We have a 
video montage taken from Islamic news broadcasts in the Middle East that shows the Imams' concern. They 
claim that every week, one hundred young Muslim men are converting to Christianity. (You can see this video 
on our website.) They also make no mention of children. Is it because they don't care if children leave their 
faith? No, the silence is neither right nor wrong; it's just culture. 
 

     And speaking of culture, this old dog has learned a new trick. (I'm slow, but I'll get there. The train may 
already be gone, but there will be another one passing soon.) 
 

     For years I have been told by well-meaning folks that they cannot believe the number of churches our men 
start. I have tried to explain it, but still, the numbers are so incredible they seem beyond belief. I finally under-
stand why. When they read "churches started," they are thinking from an American cultural viewpoint. I am 
often asked, "how can you build that many churches?" They are thinking of the financial requirements for be-
ing "a church" in American. They think buildings, steeples, choirs, pianos, P.A. systems, parking lots, building 
permits, baptistries, choir robes, pews, carpet, office facilities, lawn care, etc. 
In contrast, we see "a church" as a gathering of new believers in the house of a new convert. Our churches 
are patterned as they are described in the New Testament. It's amazing how now, our numbers are joyfully 
accepted rather than disputed. 
 

     Finally, we have some fantastic news coming soon. It's a miracle so great that Moses would be jealous. Be 
watching your email. Make sure our "Final Frontiers" emails are not going into your spam. If you haven't reg-
istered your email address with us, go online or send us an email, and we'll do it for you. And if you're plan-
ning to go to Honduras this summer — I need to know now! 
 
 

 Updates and Encouragement ... 

A few thoughts from Jon Nelms 
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Providing God’s Word ...   
 for all people  
 In all lands  
 by all means 

 

     Greetings to you all in the name of our Savior, the 
King of kings. I give thanks to all of you for your pray-
ers and support to reach our people for Christ.  
  

     Since ten years ago, we are still facing these 
problems; fear, control, persecution, kidnapping, pov-
erty, difficulties, etc.; nothing has changed. The only 
light and hope we have is the Word of God.  
  

     Our message is a salvation message to the sin-
ners in this country. The love of God makes us able 
to reach our people daily, even those who are trying 
to kill us. Some are trying to kill their family members 
also, once they learn they have transformed their life 
by trusting in Jesus. There are so many sad stories 
of what has happened to our members. 
  

     But God is still working by saving people in our 
land. One of them is a 27-year-old woman who grew 
up in a Muslim family. She learned to obey her reli-
gion without question and to be submissive to her 
parents without any objection.  

     When she was eight years old, her mother made 
her start wearing the Hijab and told her, “This is who 
we are, and we abide by our beliefs and our herit-
age.” Then at age 16, she was married to her cousin.  

     After the sectarian war started, her husband de-
cided not to get involved even though some of his 
family members did. So he moved his family to our 
city for some safety. Their situation was not easy for 
many reasons. They felt every Islamic denomination 
has its own religious rules, and none of those rules 
has anything to do with Allah. Each denomination 
leader used the Quran or the Hadith stories to justify 
their actions against each other.  

After a time, her husband decided to leave the coun-
try. He knew he would be killed one day, by one side 
or the other, just because he is from a particular ar-
ea, family, and denomination. Or he would be killed 
by his own family because he didn't join them in the 
war. He told his wife and children that he would trav-

el with other refugees on a boat and work to bring 
them when he arrived in Europe. Till this moment, 
nothing has happened, he has not called, and she 
doesn't know if he is still alive!  

      My wife and a few members in our house church 
are working to reach families in her situation.  But 
when she met our ladies, she was very hesitant to 
talk to them because she couldn't trust anyone. Our 
ladies patiently made efforts to visit her daily and 
tried to help her with some of her needs like feeding 
and clothing her three children. One day they asked 
her if they can pray for her, and she said, "How can I 
say no to you -- you are better to me than my own 
family?" After the prayer, they explained why they 
prayed in the name of Jesus Christ and who Jesus 
Christ is. Her 14-year-old son was sitting and listen-
ing as they talked.  

     A short time passed, and soon she started to 
come to our house church meetings. Their curiosity 
had grown regarding our faith, and the Lord opened 
their hearts to accept a Bible to read. They poured 
their time and attention to reading every day, and a 
few weeks later, she saw her son accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior.  

     The mother was terrified that his conversion would 
make her husband very mad, as it was her responsi-
bility to guard the family's Islamic faith in his absence. 
We explained that having a personal relationship with 
the true God doesn't make the family rebellious 
against her husband. That gave her calmness. She 
then watched as her son grew in the faith and how he 
started to change. In one meeting, she too decided to 
accept the knowledge of salvation and received the 
Lord Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. 

     Still, they have not received any word from her 
husband. With your support, we help care for their 
needs as they are now part of our church family. 

Pastor B.  -  March 2021 

 

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles in the Middle East for $6 each. Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team.  
See page 23 for more information. 



5 

Final Frontiers Foundation 

     With youth defined as under age 15, all ten of the 
youngest countries are in Africa. This knowledge 
emphasizes the need to specialize in ministries that 
attract and evangelize the youth. Programs such as 
English tutoring, youth 
camps, and activities can 
be instrumental in reaching 
these countries. (Five of the 
ten are either controlled by 
or are under increasingly 
radical Muslim influence.) 
    The ten oldest countries 
(over age 65)  are in Eu-
rope, except for Japan. This 
data emphasizes the need 
to target this aging demo-
graphic with ministries that 
help them socially. Home 
food delivery, transportation 

to doctor appointments, cleaning and companionship 
are significant ministries to reach this demographic. 
     Comparatively, in the United States, 20.4% are 
under age15, and16.9% are over age 65. 

MISSIONS STRATEGY 

49.8% 
47.3% 
46.8% 
46.6% 
46.5% 
46.4% 
46.0% 
45.4% 
44.7% 
44.5% 

Niger 
Mali 
Chad 
Angola 
Uganda 
Somalia 
Congo, DR 
Burundi 
Burkina Faso 
Zambia 

28.0% 
23.0% 
22.4% 
22.1% 
21.9% 
21.5% 
21.2% 
20.8% 
20.8% 
20.3% 

Japan 
Italy 
Portugal 
Finland 
Greece 
Germany 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Malta 
France 

10 Oldest Countries 

10 Youngest Countries 
 

 

 



     The uncertainty for trav-
el is making it difficult for 
families and churches to 
decide if they want to take a 
trip to Honduras this sum-
mer or not. So far, we have 
random small groups plan-
ning to come, so I am trying 
to combine them as much 
as possible. 

     My new plan is to be in 
Honduras during July and 
early August. If your family 
or church group wants to 
come in late June, I can 
arrange my schedule but I 
need to know  ASAP. I’ll 
leave those weeks open 
tentatively (below in red), 
but if at all possible, plan 
your trip for July. 

     We are constantly 
watching to see if there are 
any impositions required by 
the airlines or the govern-
ment of Honduras. So far, 
there is a green light. I can 
only encourage you to 
make your plans soon and let me know so I can 
make mine. If you are planning but not yet sure, it 
would be good for me to know that as well — today. 

jnelms@finalfrontiers.org 
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These are the weeks still  
open  for 2021: 

 
 June 3-10 
 June 10-17 
 June 24-July 1 
 July 1-8 
 July 15-22 
 July 22-29 
 July 29-Aug 5 
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“Lift up your eyes and look” 

Visionary Trips 

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure trips 
are for families, youth groups, schools and churches 

 
May: 

 

Middle East 
North Africa 

 
June—August: 

 

Honduras Visionary 
Trips 

(week long -  
Church, School and 

Family groups) 
 

Sept/Oct: 
 

Ukraine 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 

 
Nov/Dec: 

 

Pakistan 
 

Jan /Feb.  
 

Kenya 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Congo 

Tanzania 
 

For more information call  
800-522-4324 

 

INVOLVEMENT 

    I can remember being in the church from my earli-
est days. I even recall laying in a crib in the church 
nursery and seeing the ladies staring down at me 
and grinning. I shudder to think what was going on at 
the time, but whatever it was, it seared the memory 
in my mind 

     The next memory I can recall is helping my mom 
do ministry. She was a school teacher, so during the 
summer months, she had some free time. And as a 
teacher, it was only logical that her interests lay in 
teaching Bible stories to children.  

     At that time, she was involved with Child Evange-
lism Fellowship. She had her own flannel-graph 
board and easel with enough stick-on cutouts of 
characters and settings to make a movie.  

     I can recall going down the street to another 
home with her, where children gathered in the back 
yard to listen to the stories. I felt so important while 
helping her pass out the cookies and cups of Kool-
Aid, and I thoroughly enjoyed hearing the Bible sto-
ries as the graphics made the narrative come alive in 
my mind. I was with Jonah in the whale’s belly; I 
wept at the foot of Christ on the cross and was be-
hind some bushes watching as He rose from the 
grave. Strangely, I felt I was with the disciples as He 
gave His Great Commission. From that point on in 
my life, I took it not as a suggestion but as a person-
al obligation. 

     As a teenager, I worked in various children’s clas-
ses at church. I even conducted my own neighbor-
hood Bible clubs. What I saw my mom do at age 
five, I still do today at age sixty-five. Thus, my point. 
How do you get your children involved in missions? 
By getting them involved in ministry.  

    Growing older, they will notice that, thankfully, 
many volunteers are eager to reach America’s chil-
dren. Still, few are eager to go elsewhere to reach 
the children of another race, nationality, and lan-
guage. Interest and involve your children in service, 
not just in sitting. Someday, the acorn of ministry will 
grow into the mighty oak of missions. 

Getting our  
children  

involved in  
missions 
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    Missionary Jerry Daniels and his wife 
Sherry have served in Kenya's eastern 
region for decades. Their son Russ has 
expanded the family's work into Uganda. 
Recently Jerry sent us a report. He tells 
of 2,623 salvation decisions, 1,647 bap-
tisms, seven active Bible institute training 
centers with 260 students, and eleven 
new churches planted, bringing their min-
istry total to 152 churches. He also men-
tions 12 other house churches started in 
refugee camps on the South Sudan and 
Somali borders. 

     I wish every missionary could be as effective as 
he and Sherry have been. This couple is living proof 
that a missionary's job is not only to pastor a church 
but to start churches and produce pastors who, in 
turn, do the same. Both Jerry and Sherry are up 
there in years, and both experience poor health. 
Whatever their departure date, they can go knowing 
their labors were not in vain. What they started will 
continue until the Lord returns, whether next year, 
next century, or the next millennium. 

     Jerry's emphasis is not on attendance numbers 
but on training the next generation of church planters 
and pastors. In addition, he also emphasizes training 
church leaders and currently has 450 church mem-
bers involved in those courses. 

     We have worked well with the Daniels family for 
over twenty years. We share the same belief that if a 
country is going to be fully evangelized, it will be 
through its own preachers' efforts. We share the 
same biblical philosophy that pastors pastor, produc-
ing more pastors and missionaries. And we share 
the same love and concern for the well-being of 
God's servants. We are honored that Jerry has al-
lowed us to partner with him for so many years by 
supporting the church planters he has discipled.  

     But there is yet another issue on which we agree. 
That is the necessity of the local churches becoming 
self-sufficient. Support from Final Frontiers is a sub-
sidy, not a salary. We never want preachers to de-
pend on us for their livelihood. Still, we cannot ignore 
the pressing needs they have for food, medical care, 

and education for their children. We give 
them a subsidy to help them better do what 
they are already doing -- planting churches, 
discipling converts, and training Timothies 
to do likewise. We don't feel that a preacher 
must be full-time though it is preferable. We 
see advantages for a man working outside 
the ministry while serving the Lord, as the 
apostle Paul did. Our goal is not just to give 
him support but to give him the means to 
support himself. 

     Kenya is a pastoral culture, and families 
are often dependent on the cattle and goats 

they possess. A herd's size displays the family's 
wealth, and the bride's dowry is often paid with cattle, 
not cash. Jerry wrote to tell us, "Pastor Kalasinga is 
the leader of a fellowship of churches in the Maasai 
area. Traditionally, they are semi-nomadic peoples, 
forced by modern civilization to settle in one general 
region — roughly similar to "Native American reserva-
tions" in the States (not an exact comparison).  These 
folks have been going through many economic difficul-
ties as their lifestyles have been forced to adopt new 
foundations.  They heavily depend on their small goat 
herds."  The Finial Frontiers staff feel that it would be 
a great project to raise funds for each of these preach-
ers to receive some goats to provide their families with 
milk, cheese, and meat. As the herds grow, they will 
be able to sell some of the goats, giving them funds 
for their families. 

     Young goats not yet ready for breeding cost as lit-
tle as $20, but a mature goat costs about $40. This is 
a small donation with the power to change the course 
of a family's life. It will give a preacher the means to 
better care for his own family, and by sharing with 
needy families in his church, it will demonstrate 
Christ’s love in words and deeds. What a testimony! 

     Jerry estimates that this project could benefit a 
dozen of the men we support, so if you have a desire 
to help with this project, please send in a donation. Be 
sure to mention that it is for "Kenya Goats." Five goats 
for twelve preachers would cost only $2,400. 

     To learn more about Jerry and Sherry Daniel's min-
istry, explore their website at www.JerryDaniels.org. 

A FOCUS ON OUR TEAM OF PREACHERS IN EASTERN KENYA 
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     One of our most productive groups worldwide is 
led by Pastor Thomas Maher near Madurai, in Tamil 
Nadu, southern India. Recently a group of pastors 
requested help, and he has shared their need with us 
to see if we might be willing and able to help. 
 

     The pastors asking for 
help all live near the border 
of Bhutan. Thomas reported 
that recently a number of 
them had asked him to con-
sider helping them construct 
church buildings for their 
congregations along the 
Bhutanese border. These 
requests all come from pas-
tors who already have land 
but only small budgets to 
build with. 
 

     The size of the building 
they request is 60 feet in 
length and 25 feet in width 
(see the bottom at right). 
This particular building is 
currently under construction 
by the congregation (top 
photo), who is providing all 
the labor. 
 

     The construction cost is 
about $6,500, and it takes 
about three months from 
groundbreaking to comple-
tion, depending on the mon-
soons. As you can see, they 
are built on a cement foun-
dation and made of con-
crete block, then covered in 
plaster for painting, and the 
roof material is tin sheeting. 
In this region, framing is 
done with hand-hewn wood 
rather than steel. 
 

     If you look closely, you 
can see that they also con-
struct a large baptistry for 
outdoor baptisms, allowing them to use the ordinance 
as a way to expose onlookers to the gospel. 
 

     The two photos shown are of the same property. 
(Note the tall brown tree at left is in both pictures.) 
The top photo shows the make shift, pavilion-style 

A FOCUS ON A CHURCHES ALONG INDIA’S BHUTANESE BORDER 

building used by congregations without funding. 
They offer shade from the sun but no real shelter 
from rain or the chilling winds coming down from the 
Himalayas. 
 

     Many of the students in Thomas Maher’s Bible Col-
lege come from this region. 
Those graduates will return 
there to help existing 
churches and plant or pas-
tor new churches. 
 

     So why is this area so im-
portant? Bhutan is perhaps 
the most closed country on 
the earth. Officially there is 
only one religion, Bud-
dhism. There it is illegal to 
be a Christian, gather as 
Christians, or have a 
church. Bibles are also for-
bidden. Any witness that 
enters the country as a non
-citizen has to leave before 
dusk and must be highly 
secretive. Citizens are al-
lowed to leave during the 
day, allowing them to at-
tend any nearby church 
services within India. Thus, 
the need to help construct 
the facilities is not just to 
have a place for them to 
come to, but also to distin-
guish the “church” from oth-
er buildings. 
 

     Part of Bhutan is sur-
rounded by a literal wall, 
though. In most places, you 
can step over it. Currently, 
we are strategically plan-
ning to penetrate the coun-
try via national pastors from 
India in the south and from 
Nepal in the west. In both 
cases, common national 
and tribal languages that 

spill over the borders will enable these evangelists 
and church planters to do ministry discretely.  
 

     If you wish to help with this ongoing project, please 
designate your giving for “India / Bhutan churches.” 

 



A report and request from Pastor Ananda Kumar in 
Peddapurum, Andhra Pradesh, India 

 

Venkayamma is the mother of one of our pastors, 
Samuel Raju; he is one of the hardest working pas-
tors we have. He is a mama's boy; he loves his 
mother and has taken care of her since his father 
passed away. She is one of the most devoted moth-
ers I know; she always wanted her son to be a pas-
tor, and she is so proud of him. She is one of the 
widows receiving help from the Final Frontiers Wid-
ow's Fund. The support you are sending is so valua-
ble because she is too old and weak to feed and 
care for herself. Your support gives her strength. She 
will serve her Lord for the rest of her days.  

     I am sorry to report that on February 21st, she 
had a severe accident. Most days, when there is a 
church service, she stands outside the building and 
invites people to come in who are walking past the 
church, telling them, "the preacher has something 
good for you today, God will talk to you, and good 
things will happen in your family," and so on. She 
was doing the same and invited three new people 
into the church. Venkayamma can barely walk, but 
she becomes like an excited little girl ready for Sun-
day school and candy when serving the Lord. That 
day, while trying to attract people to enter, some guy 
on a motorcycle thrashed her to the ground, and she 
lay there unconscious and bleeding. The church's 
good people and even unbelievers standing around 
called an auto rickshaw and took her to the hospital. 
Even though he loves his mother, he completed the 
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sermon and then 
went to see his 
helpless mother 
on the brink of her 
death. He took a 
knee, and all he 
could do was cry 
and ask God to 
give him one 
more amazing 
miracle that will 
bring his mother 
back home again. 
He cried for hours 
and prayed to 

God and could not attend the night service because 
he was required to take her body when it becomes 
lifeless. He sent another pastor to take his place and 
waited for news from the doctor. 

     Meanwhile, he called me. I know if a pastor calls 
me on Sunday, it's an emergency. He told me every-
thing, and I prayed for his mother and family, and we 
talked about the hospital bill. She has no insurance, 
so he lost hope.  

     Two days later, Samuel called me again, and it 
was very good to hear a joyful man shout praises for 
the Savior. We shared the happiness that his mother 
is out of danger; she's lost a lot of blood from injuries 
to her head and left eye and is very weak at the mo-
ment, but is out of danger. It was the miracle we nev-
er expected; God never leaves his children. All we 
could do was pray for the mother and family, and 
that's what God exactly did, He took care of the fami-
ly and the mother.  

     Samuel is a poor Baptist preacher who makes his 
living by sharing the good news and preaching to the 
poorest and unemployed people who cannot help 
him financially. The hospital's bill went up to 58,600 
rupees ($800.84), and that's too big of an amount for 
us. Please pray for this hard-working pastor. We are 
praying for his mother's fast recovery and his need to 
pay off the loan he has taken. We are praying for you 
and thank you for the burden you have for India. 
Thank you for being a true Christian. Please pray for 
the family. They need it the most now.  

Though small to us, this hospital bill is well over a 
year's income for this poor pastor and his family. 
Please let us know if you want to bless them. 
 

Widows in Need    
James 1:27 

 

Pastor Samuel and his wife pray for his mom. 
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hopefully, he is endowed with an abundance of hon-
esty to go along with his knowledge. Is it the battery 
or the alternator? Didn't we have that repaired last 
year? Why is it that during a general inspection, they 
always find a problem? We don't know all the an-
swers — I don't even know all the questions, but if I 
did, I could probably save a lot of money and time, 

not having to rush to the me-
chanic every time I hear a 
strange sound. 

     There's nothing like 
knowledge combined with ex-
perience to put a problem in 
perspective and solve an is-
sue. While a half glass of water 
is never enough to quench a 
thirst, a half glass of poison is 
more than enough to make you 
sick or worse. 

     If all you know of missions 
came from your Sunday 
School class as a child, mis-
sionary letters read in a church 
service, or display tables from 
the annual missions confer-
ence, then you know virtually 
nothing about missions. And 
maybe that's fine for you. But 
for those who want to know the 
"what's" and 'why’s" of mis-
sions, my book, Great Com-
mission Conundrums, is a 
must-read for you. 

     After 35 years, I still don't 
know everything. (But I do 
know a lot.) And since libraries 

are virtually void of any books on the subject, I have 
compiled an in-depth look at eighteen common co-
nundrums to help you learn the answers to some of 
your missions questions. I hope you will enjoy it and 
that someday, others will build on my foundation. 
After all, shouldn't we all know as much as we can 
about the Great Commission Christ gave us to ac-
complish? 

Great  Commission 
C O N U N D R U M S  

Solutions to issues that hinder our global conquest 

     We know a pilot flies the plane, but we don't know 
all he has to do to fly the plane. Why does he walk 
around inspecting the aircraft before leaving the 
gate? Why are there so many controls on the instru-
ment panel? Why does he have to have so much 
training? After all, bus drivers and train engineers 
also transport people, and they don't have to log 
hundreds and thousands of 
hours to do so. He's just sitting 
in a cramped cockpit seat, let-
ting the plane fly itself, so 
what's the big deal? But the 
more we know and understand, 
the less anxious we are when 
the plane encounters turbu-
lence or makes a not-so-funny 
sound. Our knowledge can 
calm our spirit and those sitting 
beside us. 

     We know doctors treat the 
body, but we don't know the 
variables of their diagnosis and 
treatment. Only that there is 
one, and we have the bill to 
prove it. We don't know why 
they chose the specialty they 
have. We don't know why they 
choose the particular medica-
tions they prescribe. And we 
don't know why we have to wait 
in a tiny room for an hour be-
fore he finally comes in to see 
us for five minutes. And what's 
up with the white coats? Doc-
tors make it look simple, 
though beyond our intellectual 
grasp. Despite all this, we trust 
them explicitly, and everyone agrees that "their doc-
tor" is the "best doctor" in his field. But the more we 
know about our condition, the less nervous we are. 
Knowledge has a calming effect. 

     We know when our car has a problem, but we al-
so know that we don't know what the problem is or 
how to fix it. Hopefully, the mechanic does, and 

Available at Amazon.com  

and Kindle 

Available early May 
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painting of His Commission in a Heavenly museum. 
When that day comes, will you stare in amazement, 
saying, "look what they did for Him," or will you glori-
ously proclaim, "look what we did for Him." 
 

     A few years ago, my son Daniel did an internet 
search to see what people are 
looking for when they "google" 
the term missions or mission-
ary. The number one query 
was: "What is a missionary?" 

     I would have thought that 
was common sense, but I was 
wrong (again). So, discovering 
this at the same time we were 
beginning to produce a pod-
cast for our ministry, I decided 
to do a two-minute segment at 
the end of each broadcast to 
answer those questions. The 
fifty-four topics comprised only 
about two pages each.  

     In my previous two books, I 
dealt with these issues in 
great detail, but my intention 
for this one is to be an easy 
read in a "devotional format." 
Not one for every day, but 
maybe once a week, helping 
you direct your attention (or 

your family's or your Sunday School class’) to the 
subject of missions for about five minutes. Hopefully, 
I have accomplished my purpose to make each sub-
ject interesting by being: Educational, Informational, 
Inspirational, and Motivational. 

     I hope you are blessed as you read what I have 
learned from scripture and experience in more than 
three decades of missionary work. Your suggestions, 
observations, and questions are appreciated and will 
provide me with more food for thought. Please send 
them to me by email at jnelms@finalfrontiers.org 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g    
His Commission 

A missionary’s thoughts on the Great Commission 

     The purpose of this book is to stimulate your 
thoughts on the subjects of missionaries and mis-
sions. I want you to stand back, as if in an art gallery, 
and think about what you see. What was the artist 
trying to capture, to emphasize, to disqualify? Is the 
painting understandable or 
confusing? Does it inspire, or is 
it tiresome? 
 

     Think of Leutze Wall's paint-
ing of Washington crossing the 
Delaware River. Your first 
glance is likely on the stoic ex-
pression on Washington's face. 
With closer study, you may see 
skies clearing on the eastern 
shore while the storm rages on 
the western. Did you notice the 
Scotsman using his oar to 
move ice chunks away from 
the boat's port? What about the 
frontiersman behind him and 
the freed slave to his right? Did 
you notice their struggle pro-
pelling the boat through the 
waters, the wind chapping their 
faces, or the scores of others 
waiting in the background? We 
know their sufferings and the 
victory they won, but we don't 
know how it felt to be there because we were not 
there. 
 

     So too, our Lord has painted a commission for us 
to accomplish. A glance will not reveal all that has, is, 
and must be done to get across the river.  It's not 
enough to get in the boat with our Commander; we 
need to get to the other side, accomplishing what he 
commissioned us to accomplish. We know how oth-
ers have suffered, endured, and conquered, but un-
less we get in the boat with them, we will never know 
how it felt. We may someday, in eternity, enjoy a 

 

Available early June 
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By Joshua Martyn   

 

     Gilbert Anger 
was born on 
December 20th, 
1948, in Soltau, 
Germany, and as 
you will discover, 
much of his life 
revolved around 
packing his suitcase 
and being on the 
move.  

   His parents had 
first met during the 
German occupation 
of Italy in 1943. 
Though his mother 
was raised as an 
Italian Catholic, his 
father was trained since age sixteen as a Nazi 
German officer. After World War II, while his mother 
was seven months pregnant with Gil, they packed 
what they could in their simple suitcases and fled 
West through the forests to escape East Germany. 

  Later, at age six, Gil packed his first, small suitcase. 
An effort he would make throughout his life. The 
family gathered up their belongings as they 
immigrated by way of a steamship to Australia's 
West Coast. There, a year later, his sister was born. 
In 1957 they tried to return to his father's homeland, 
Germany, but after a transition time of a few years, 
they packed once again and returned to Australia, 
this time for good.  

   Here he soon fulfilled his mother's wish and 
became a Catholic altar boy. However, after a priest 
severely beat him for misbehavior, he decided to 
leave this temporary vocation. 

    His talented father was known as a professional 
and famous painter throughout Sydney. With his 
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contacts, he soon 
found a job for young 
Gil working in a 
picture frame factory. 
His motivation was to 
acquire discounted 
frames made by his 
son. His father also 
kept what wages Gil 
earned. From that 
time on, Gil never 
saw any money of his 
own from his work. 

    At age 17, during 
his daily lunch 
breaks, he would go 
outside the factory 
and sit down by the 
river with a Christian 
man who witnessed 
to him and to whom 

Gil asked many spiritual questions. Gil began 
studying the Bible in secret, using a light under his 
blankets at night to keep from getting caught by his 
father, who had no tolerance for Christians or Jews 
whatsoever.  

   This friendship at work continued for many months 
as Gil continued finding answers and sharing 
excitedly with others what he was discovering. 
Finally, at age 18, alone in his room one night, he 
accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. 

  The man at work began discipling him—he and his 
wife had him over to their house continually and 
affectionately adopted him as their spiritual son. 
Though his birth father knew he was away with 
friends on weekends, he had no idea his son had 
joined the local Baptist church's youth group. 

      It was here that one of the other young men, who 
had a great desire to go to a Bible college in 
Queensland, actually offered to pay Gil's first year of 
tuition if he would travel the two-day journey with him 

A  t r i b u t e  t o  m i s s i o n a ry  G i l  A n g e r ,  w h o s e  
m i n i s t ry  p a t t e r n  e m u l a t e d  Pa u l ’ s .  

The  
Suitcase Story 

Malawi 
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so they could attend the school together. 

   Since Gil was never allowed to keep any of his 
paychecks, he had no money with which to purchase 
any of the items the college had listed to bring—not 
even a blanket, sheets, or pillow. He knew that if he 
left, it would have to be in secret. So, his two spiritual 
parents stepped in once again, giving him a fresh 
new start and bought him a new suitcase for the 
journey, graciously filling it with all the things that he 
would need. The church then organized a special 
gathering of the youth group and gave an official 
send-off for him and his friend. On the way out of 
town, they drove by Gil's house with their suitcases 
already packed.  

   Gil surprised his mother, revealing his plan, but 
didn't dare tell his father, who would have never 
allowed him to get to Queensland. So, after this 
quick farewell, while his father wasn't home, he set 
off. 

   During his first year at the college, he traveled back 
to Sydney on his breaks and spent the first few days 
with his spiritual parents, whom he called his "mum 
and dad"—telling them all he had learned before 
going home to visit his real parents.  

     In his second year, he had no money for visiting 
home, but he had won a scholarship for having the 
highest marks in his classes, allowing him to 
continue his training. The scholarship was given by a 
small church in Florida in the United States called 
Immanuel Baptist. Their funds provided this 
scholarship for Gil's second year—the year that he 
was to meet the young lady who would become his 
wife.  

   And so God brought Joy, who was 18 years old, to 
the same college for her first year of classes, and a 
year later, after their courtship and college 
graduation, they were married and ready to serve the 
Lord together. Still supported by Immanuel Baptist, 
they packed up their suitcases and went out to help 
an American missionary start a church in Victoria, 
southern Australia.  

   Here they lived out of their tiny caravan car trailer 
parked behind the Missionaries house, helping to 
hold Bible studies throughout the area and working 
hard to assist in all kinds of ministry. In a couple of 
years, they journeyed back up to Queensland to help 
hold youth camps and then went down again to 
Sydney to help yet another American missionary—all 
the while still traveling and living out of their mobile 
caravan. In Sydney, they worked in evangelism and 
even taught scripture in schools every week on a 
regular circuit, with some 2,300 children being 
touched by their ministry. 

   1974 brought the delight of the birth of their first 
child—a daughter named Katherine, and by the year 
1980, their second child Paul was born. They were at 

 

Africa 

Philippines 
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that time setting out on a newly inspired path of ministry 
together—packing up all their suitcases once again and 
heading over 2,000 KM away to start and pastor a new 
church, which became known as Emmanuel Baptist in the city 
of Adelaide. 

    By the year 1990, the church had grown to more than 200. 
It had started supporting missionaries—even a national 
preacher in Nigeria, which genuinely began sparking the 
flame of Missions in Gil's heart. Another man with a ministry 
requiring global travel also greatly inspired him in those days. 
Soon, he began packing his lowly suitcase and traveling up to 
the Philippines several times a year—even taking some of the 
young people with him, including his daughter Katherine. 

     Two years later, God’s call into the work of global missions 
had become a certainty in his heart, and the church in 
Adelaide called a new pastor. Now armed with a worldwide 
vision, Gil's family packed up all their missionary suitcases, 
moved to Sydney, where national flights could be had, and 
joined yet another church that understood their vision. From 
there, they went full-time into Missionary work and have lived 
out of their suitcases with full commitment ever since—the 
mission itself becoming their home.  

   In time, both of Gil's children went on into their own 
missionary works, just like their parents—one to Cambodia 
and the other to Peru.  

   Both Gil's mother and eventually his father gave testimony 
of having received Christ as well. The gentleness of his 
granddaughter Katherine slowly won over her harsh 
grandfather through her letters and gospel tracts that he read 
repeatedly. 

   Since 1992 Gil had ministered actively in over 20 countries 
and traveled through countless more, developing his own 
material and visual object lessons to inspire missionaries and 
train national pastors to start churches. He helped with many 
church camps and mission boot camps for young 
missionaries. He preached and taught worldwide in 
conferences, laboring hard to lay the groundwork and raise 
financial aid for his works in Africa and Asia.  

   Gil is a ministry father and a friend, loved and missed in 
Romania, Malawi, Myanmar, America, and many other 
countries. He is loved by all the peoples and nations for 
whom he packed his one simple suitcase so he could go and 
help train laborers to spread the gospel. 

   In Gil's final days, young men he had influenced came to 
visit his hospital bedside to thank him for his impact on their 
lives. Incredibly, the last one who came, just before Gil’s final 
journey to heaven, held his hand and told him how he would 
soon be traveling, and would visit the very same spiritual 
parents who had led him to the Lord when he was 18.  

   Gil's life had come full circle from that first suitcase they had 
lovingly packed for him to go into the ministry until now. Now 
God would pack his suitcase for the most adventurous and 
glorious trip of his lifetime. And on December 4th, 2020, Gil 
finished his course, laid his burdens and trophies down, 

 

The Anger Family 
Gil pastoring a church he started in Australia 
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that Gil would not slow his service until he became 
confined to a bed. And so it was to be. You can see 
Gil, myself, and Joshua Martyn in the photo. Nolin 
took the picture. 

     We miss Gil, but we feel his impact every day. I 
know that we will be reunited soon. We are grateful 
his suffering is over and that he has received his 
abundance of rewards. 

     I encourage you to watch the video Joshua made 
as a memorial https://youtu.be/zKz21QMwxkg.  

 

     Though not requested, we will gladly receive gifts 
for Joy Anger. Gil had no retirement; he barely had 
an income. He gave his all for the Cause. Wouldn't it 
be wonderful if now we would give a little to his wife -- 
just Because? 

 

      

traveling on to heaven to exchange them for many 
crowns. 

   The loving family he has temporarily left behind, 
who shared him sacrificially so he could be given to 
ministry worldwide, will miss their beloved husband 
and father until they meet again. We also love and 
miss you, Gilbert Anger. 

 

A final word from Jon Nelms ... 

     I heard of Gil many years before I met him. 
People would often tell me that he and I shared the 
same concerns about the demise of missions and 
national’s support. Finally, I was invited to spend a 
week with him during a missions conference at the 
Riverview Baptist Church in Tacoma, Washington. I 
was not a speaker as they had already made the 
conference arrangements, but the pastor, Jon 
Paisley, asked me to come and share a bit each 
night. He heard me speak at the Pastor's School in 
Hammond, IN, and approached to tell me that my 
words reminded him of his friend Gil Anger. I let it slip 
that I had for years wanted to meet Gil, and he 
responded that Gil Anger would be there as the main 
speaker. If you come, he said, I'll put you and Gil 
together in our Prophet's Chamber so you can get to 
know each other.  

     What a blessing. What a week. We had all our 
meals together and spent days talking about 
missions—the needs, methods, strategies, 
philosophy, etc.  

From that time on, we were cemented as friends. Our 
ministry did whatever we could to help him, and we 
were all blessed when he came to visit our office in 
Georgia. Nolin and I share beautiful memories of 
hosting him in our home. And I was honored to help 
him raise some much-needed support. 

     Gil had a significant impact on me as a friend and 
a final mentor. He is the one who recommended 
Joshua Martyn to work for us as a videographer. 
Joshua, among scores of others, was influenced in 
missions by Gil.  

     That was Gil's greatest gift, the ability to motivate 
young men and ladies to give their all to serve the 
Lord as missionaries. Not just Americans, but 
Africans, Asians, and Europeans as well. Even his 
son and daughter both serve the Lord as 
missionaries.  

     In December of 2017, we bumped into Gil in 
Yangon, Myanmar. He heard we were in town and 
visited us at the hotel to share a meal and tell us 
about his latest work in that land. It was apparent that 
he was sick and weak, having recently survived 
weeks of pain and unconsciousness, but we all knew 
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church 
members 
have suf-
fered and 
struggled in 
ways that 
we as Amer-
icans cannot 
begin to im-
agine. 

       Most of 
us have not yet received a vaccination and need 
months to prepare for a journey; thus, many of you 
will not visit Honduras this summer. This means 
there will be fewer food bags to give away. 

     I wonder -- if you are not coming, would you be 
willing to make a small $10 donation so we can feed 
a family in great need? 

      Believe it or not, to a poor and hungry child, a 
food bag is a far greater gift than receiving a new 
toy. It is hope for today, tomorrow, and the days to 
come.  

You can give online at www.finalfrontiers.world 

   We’ve 
been giving 
away food 
bags for so 
many years 
that I can’t 
remember 
how it start-
ed. Still, one 
thing is for 
sure; last 
summer, 

when COVID canceled all our  Visionary Trips to 
Honduras, they were greatly missed. 

      Now more than ever, these $10 bags will be a 
tremendous blessing to the families who receive 
them. 

      For more than a year, it has been challenging for 
Honduran parents to get food for their families. Many 
have lost their jobs, and the buses to cities and gro-
cery markets were often suspended. Supplies could 
not reach the usual distribution points due to curfews, 
highway bandits, and roads washed out by two sepa-
rate hurricanes — just one month apart. Many of our 

$10 Food Bags for Honduras 
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SPONSORSHIP  ALLOWS YOU TO CHOOSE AND SUPPORT A SPECIFIC CHILD FOR $35 MONTHLY, PROVIDING DAILY FOOD, 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND MEDIAL CARE. EVERY QUARTER YOU’LL LETTER FROM YOUR CHILD, DIRECTLY TO YOU.  

PARTNERSHIP ALSO KNOWN AS DAILY BREAD (PG. 22) IS FOR THOSE WHO GIVE ANY AMOUNT TO FEED DESPERATELY HUNGRY 
CHILDREN (A DIME PER MEAL IS ALL IT COSTS). IN THIS PROGRAM YOU’LL RECEIVE A MONTHLY PHOTO, A LETTER AND BIOGRAPHY 
OF ONE OF THE CHILDREN WORLDWIDE WHO WERE BENEFITED BY YOUR OFFERING. 

     This boy is named Rishi. He lives in the Peddapu-
rum Leper colony, which is now administered by a 
Final Frontiers pastor and hosts a Touch a Life feed-
ing center. 

     Rishi is a semi-orphan. When he was younger, his 
mother passed away, being very sick and having lep-
rosy and other diseases. In those years, there was no 
medical advice or attention given to her or the other 
lepers. Pastor Ananda Kumar did all he could to help 
them, but he had no funding. Then T   L  ar-
rived. 

     His father's name is Nuka-Raju. He is also a leper, 
and for that reason, there is no opportunity for him to 
study or have a regular job. Daily, Nuka-Raju walks 
to beg for alms in neighboring villages because no 
bus or rickshaw will allow him to ride. Sometimes he 
will get a little rice and dahl (vegetable sauce), and 
on rare occasions, he will receive a few coins worth 
less than a US quarter. After begging all day, he 
walks home in the dark to share his earnings with 
Rishi. Tomorrow will be another day of humiliation 
and uncertainty. 

     Sometimes Nuka-Raju sneaks on a train and rides 
it for a few hundred miles until he has gathered 
enough food in his bag to return home.  These trips 
can take days, and so Rishi sleeps in the tents of oth-
er lepers. In Christian kindness, these families feed 
him while his father was away. Such was this little 
family's daily life until December of 2019, when the 
T   L  feeding center opened. 

     Most lepers' children do not seem to be infected 
with the disease; however, around the age of fifteen, 
the symptoms often begin to appear. Since Rishi is 
not yet affected, he is allowed to attend school. He 
hopes to be a great man someday. If we can contin-

ue helping him and guiding him, he will be a great 
asset for the Lord Jesus. 

     Providing food and giving Biblical instruction and 
love is the best thing we can do to give them a better 
life. As they grow, being educated and trained, they 
will be able to get good jobs and take care of them-
selves and their parents as they age. Rishi is a good 
boy and is very thankful for the help you give him. 

              
 

Birthdate 
January 1, 2008 
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day, when she grows up, 
she is going to be a 
"people." We all laughed 
as she stood there won-
dering what she had said 
that was so funny. My dad 
would reference that com-
ment to the day he died. It 
always made him smile.  

     We lived rurally, so my 
kids had no friends to 
speak of, and doing home school meant they had no 
playmates either. Most of their playtime was outside 
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By  Jon Nelms 
 

     I want to introduce all of you to my daughter Sara. 
The most important thing I can say about Sara is that 
she is my baby girl. And she always will be. Yes, Mi-
chael came along and gave her a new and different 
last name, but she is still "Sara B" to me. When she 
was a little girl, she was bubbly, giggly, and as 
charming as her youngest Emma is today. If I could 
have bottled her energy, I would have been a rich 
man. We lived in southern California. Sometimes, 
when Juniata and I would take the family shopping, 
people would insist that we should put her in the 
movies. I called her by a lot of names, but "Bugs" 
was my favorite. I called her that because it seemed 
she wouldn't stop crawling until she graduated from 
high school. But I also called her "Peanut" and "Sara 
B." That is the name that has stuck over the dec-
ades. 

     I sat in the hospital waiting room for ten days wait-
ing for Daniel to be born. Had they not induced labor, 
I wonder if I would still be sitting there.  Sara finally 
popped out after nearly ten months. For some rea-
son, neither of my kids was in a hurry to leave their 
mom. 

     When Sara was born, I was a young pastor with 
no salary. We had no insurance and no money to go 
to the hospital, so she was born at home on the bed-
room floor because we also didn't have a bed. 
Juanita was helped by mid-wives, making me the 
"doctor" on her birth certificate. (I will never cut an 
umbilical cord again, at least not with a dull kitchen 
knife.) Daniel sat patiently on the couch in the next 
room, then, hearing her cry, came in, took one look 
before we could wrap her in a blanket, and an-
nounced, "she's broken."  

     Growing up, Sara loved to hear Bible stories. At 
night, I took great joy in carrying the kids to bed, 
reading them stories, and tucking them in. Precious 
memories.  

     Shortly after starting Final Frontiers, we moved to 
Georgia to be near my parents. I knew with all my 
travels that Juanita would need their help. Sara con-
tinually entertained everyone, and Daniel became, 
more and more, her volunteer guardian. We never 
knew what she was going to say or do next to make 
us all laugh. One day as we ate dinner with my par-
ents, Sara surprised us all by announcing that some-

Getting to know our staff … 
 

 Sara Beth Horne 
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in the "woods," which they thoroughly explored, 
building forts and learning to watch out for rattle-
snakes. Later they had a horse, chickens, rabbits, 
and goats as their friends. And that lasted until our 
family moved to Honduras in August of 1997. This 
lifestyle engrained independence and self-reliance in 
both of them. I do wish, however, that they could 
have had playmates. 

     Shortly before moving to Honduras, she had met 
Michael online before the dating websites were in-
vented. Juanita had learned, then taught our kids 
how to read DOS, so they were well ahead of most 
Americans in their computer skills. Michael's dad was 
on the British team that worked to develop the inter-
net (DARPA was their American counterpart), so Mi-
chael was also well ahead of the curve. Somehow, 
through the sovereign act of God, they had met and 
were falling in love. About a year later, Michael visit-
ed us in Honduras along with his mom and dad. A 
short time later, he gave himself to Christ, and their 
romance took off. It was still tricky, him in England 
and her in Honduras, but their relationship blos-
somed despite the difficulties. I'm so glad it did. 

     In 2001 we felt a leading to return to America to 
take the reigns at Final Frontiers once again. The 
lack of proper administration and several coup at-
tempts while I was away had led the ministry to near 
collapse. We had lost over 65% of our income and 
unable to keep up with the growing demand for sup-
porting the national preachers. Men were waiting for 
years to get support. Soon after we arrived, Michael 
graduated from Cambridge and came to the States 
for a visit. He was in the process of fulfilling his life-
long dream of working for NASA but chose to work 
for Final Frontiers. (Evidently, NASA couldn’t com-
pete with the pay package we offered him. I think it 
was $600 a month.) 

     I put together a team that I knew I could trust and 
would have the ministry's best interest and our pur-
poses at heart. The bulk of that team was my family. 
Juanita, Daniel, Michael, and Sara received their 
specific tasks and learned each other’s. Immediately, 
though slowly, the ministry began to grow in every 
aspect. As it did, more and more good people 
stepped forward to help, and the rest is history. From 
2001 till the last quarter of 2006, Sara and Michael 
spent a great deal of time helping my wife, Juanita. 
She was bedridden and gravely ill with kidney failure. 
They were beside her continuously. They were her 
nurses and hospice care to the very end. 

     The two had put off their wedding time and time 
again, hoping Juanita would regain her strength and 
be able to attend. In the summer of 2006, I encour-
aged them to make their plans, so they scheduled 
their wedding for November 18th, my birthday. On 
October 4th, Juanita passed away. 

     We had all relocated around that time and had no 
church home yet, no nearby friends, etc. The two of 
them had bought a home and had a beautiful garden 
wedding in the backyard. I was to perform the cere-
mony. I felt so bad that Sara had no one to help her 
get ready for her wedding.  She did it all herself, and 
she was gorgeous! They arranged a chair in the front 
to be reserved in Juanita's honor and had placed a 
single red rose on the seat. It was hard for me to 
choke back the tears of seeing my daughter married, 
but even harder to look over her shoulder and see 
the empty seat. But we all made it through without 
incident. 

     Sara and Michael are a happy couple, obviously 
made for each other. They have provided four grand-
children for me and for Michael's parents, Lin and 
Peter — Jennifer, Colin, Sean, and Emma. 

     Fortunately, COVID has not hurt our work. Mi-
chael and Daniel had put us in the digital age long 
before it became popular. We are all able to work 
remotely. Daniel created something like Skype while 
living in Honduras, and Michael had developed pro-
prietary software for our ministry worldwide. Together 
they had created a way to do advanced editing of 
PDF documents before Adobe offered that service. 
Their skills and knowledge and their desire to use 
both for the Lord are what propels this ministry. But 
so too is the work of the others on the staff. 

     Sometimes I am asked what Sara does; so let me 
give you a hint: 

 She reads all the children's and preacher's re-
ports to check for errors, misunderstood com-
ments, or unusual statistical reports.  

 She records statistics, then forwards the reports 
to the correct sponsors, sending them by mail or 
email. 
She processes the bi-annual application updates 
verifying the preacher's information is still the 
same to ensure we aren't being scammed. 

 She processes all annual update photos for 
preachers and children. This is to verify it is the 
same person and not an old photo that we have 
already received before. 

 She examines all photos of children, verifying 
they received the gifts given by their sponsors. 
She reads all the children's letters, checking for 
issues such as asking for gifts, or issues like teen 
pregnancy, etc. 

 She folds and stuffs the thousands of mailing re-
ceipts, kid's Christmas gift letters, etc. 
 

      On top of all this, Sara is a mom, a wife, a sister, 
and always my little girl, perpetually age three. And 
yes, she is finally a "people.” 
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By Jon Nelms 
 

   I love hosting Visionary Trips around the world. 
There is no end to the funny things that happen. 

     Several years ago, I was taking a group to visit the 
Tolupan Indians. At that time, they were the only un-
reached tribe left in Honduras. We raised funds to 
give every family an audio Bible, then Joshua Martyn 
took a team of Americans, Hondurans, and Tolupans 
to every home in their tribal territory. It took weeks of 
hiking over mountain tops on trails known only to 
them, but in the end, our team completely evangelized 
the tribe and planted several village churches. 

     On the way to their territory, our guests 
"enjoy" (endure) a three-hour ride on some of the 
worst roads you can imagine. Those who ride in the 
back of the trucks (the teenagers) are covered in dirt 
and dust. Those inside are tossed from side to side as 
we try to avoid potholes the size of Texas. (At least 
inside, we have AC.) There are places where the road 
is washed away. The locals have felled trees and 
placed them side by side, sometimes as much as 
twenty feet long, making what appears to be intended 
as a bridge. The logs are strong; the problem is they 
are arranged length wise, meaning your tires could 
slip between them, and you would be stuck, dangling 
in the air. The only way to get across is to say a pray-
er then do the best you can. While some vehicles 
struggle, the "Mighty Mitsubishi" that I drive always 
triumphs. (I wonder, is it the truck or the driver?) 

     Though they are all over the country, near these 
"bridges" are the homes of poor farmers whose stock 
are allowed to run wild, as probably no more than a 
dozen vehicles pass by on any given day. When they 
do, children and adults come outside to see the truck 
go by. I always honk the horn nonstop to let them 
know we are approaching, then wave or throw out 
candies as we pass through. After making a few pass-
es, they recognize the vehicle, then when you do stop, 
the village comes out to see who you are, giving an 
excellent opportunity to witness. I have started several 
churches using this method of introduction.  

     But as I was saying, the stock running free is not 
always intentional. Most homes have a barbed-wire 
fence to keep the cattle in, but the chickens are not 
affected by it and often, neither are the pigs. To stop 
the pigs from wandering away and giving their pork 

chops to a neighbor down the trail, they tie forked 
sticks to the neck of the pig. (As seen in the photo.) 
The idea behind the contraption is that while the pig 
is scavenging for scraps, he cannot pass through 
the barbed wire fence, which usually has two to 
three strands, depending on the family's meager 
funds. If he makes it through a hole in his own 
fence, it may keep him out of the neighbor's garden. 
Sometimes even cows will wear these. 

     Years ago, I had seen goats grazing with these 
sticks and thought the shepherds used them to keep 
the animals from grazing too close to the ground, 
tearing out the roots. I commented on the genius of 
the farmer's invention, and they looked at me and 
laughed. Their genius turned out to be my stupidity.  

     Now for you environmentalist, don't worry about 
the coke bottle; he won't eat it. A family member will 
collect it and use it as a canteen or even store grain, 
rice, or other items. Larger, two-liter bottles can be 
filled with dirt and stacked to make retaining walls or 
be cut out like a canoe and used as sandals — if 
you have the necessary string to tie them to your 
feet. Nothing goes to waste. 

Now here's what's so funny about this picture. One 
morning as we were driving by, the folks in my truck 
were discussing the different animals and birds they 
had seen, which you seldom if ever see back home. 
From a distance of maybe sixty or seventy yards, 
one of the ladies saw a pig like this one and was 
startled. I heard her gasp, so I began to watch in the 
rearview mirror as she poked her husband in his 
side. She excitedly pointed to the distant pig and 
asked out loud, in both amazement and curiosity, "Is 
that a unicorn?" Everyone in the truck laughed 
though most of them probably wondered also. 

     Americans would spend funds to build a pigpen, 
put more strands of barbed wire around the circum-
ference and bring feed to the pig. There, they are 
too busy trying to live; to make a pig's life better.  

     Next time you are with me on a summer Vision-
ary Trip to Honduras, don't be surprised at what you 
might see, hear or learn. And if you do happen to 
see a unicorn, please let me know! 

     And now, as Porky, the most famous pig of all 
times, would say, “That's all, folks.” 

The Story Behind the Stories 
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about. 

I t ’ s  n o t  a  U n i c o r n !  
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     Yerramnadi Teja is a second-grade kid, and his 
parents are Raju and Bhavani.  

     Raju works for a hair salon where he has to pick 
up all the hair and tie them up into a trash can size 
bag. For this, he is paid 300 Rupees ($4.12) per bag. 
It is a meager wage as it sometimes takes days and 
sometimes weeks to fill the whole bag. When it is 
full, he takes the bag of hair and sells it at shops 
where they use it in making wigs. He earns very lit-
tle, being nothing close to what is needed to feed his 
family, but he does get to see his 
family in the evenings. Most of the 
lepers cannot claim that as they 
go out begging for days at a time 
and sleep on the streets.  

     Bhavani works in the houses in 
her community, having disabled 
lepers who cannot help them-
selves. She does this voluntarily.  
Raju's heart was broken, having 
such low wages and being unable 
to feed his family. Bhavani wept, 
being a mother who cannot see 
her child playing like normal kids 
whose families are not infected 
with leprosy. But little did they 
know our heavenly Father would 
not forget them or abandon them 
to work and live with empty stom-
achs. He chose people who are 
thousands of miles away to feed 
starving India. I am so glad to 
work with you on this great mission and help people 
with leprosy to realize how great their God is and 
follow Him to bring real change in India. I believe 
these kids will make India a better place than they 
once knew, and I hope to see India as a Christian 
Nation.  This is possible with people like you reach-
ing India with love and salvation.  

     Teja is a lovely kid and wise beyond his years. He 
loves to memorize the Bible verses and remembers 
the stories told many days before. He loves to play 
with the little guys in our leper community, and they 

The D  B  Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our T  A L  program. See page 23. 

are a blessing. Teja wants to help his community by 
becoming a teacher. He wants to teach all the kids 
coming after his generation so that won't be rejected 
and despised by schools for their disease.  

     Teja likes spicy chicken biriyani -- with lots of 
chicken. (That's what he said.) We are not only feed-
ing them, but we are also keeping them together 
safely in the same community. As we gather daily, 
they share food, Bible stories, and the lessons from 
their classes. In this way, they support each other 
through tough times.  

     I am saddened to say that 
these kids experience more trau-
ma in childhood than an average 
adult endures in a lifetime. They 
had to search daily for their food 
and sleep on the footpaths, alone. 
But now, they have all skipped 
past the life they knew before. 
Now they have warm and tasty 
food in front of them every day. 
Thank you, sir, for being people 
with the biggest hearts, and I pray 
that God blesses you with the 
abundance of everything. God 
gives to people who give. Much is 
given to you, and much will be 
required of you. I will keep praying 
for you and your families. Please 
pray for my family and me so that 
God will use us more to do his 
bidding.  
Yours in His Service, God Bless.  

Pastor Ananda Kumar.  

      Teja is one of nearly 30 leper's children fed daily 
at the Peddapurum Leper Colony. There is a Baptist 
church there, and the pastor oversees the program. 
Currently (in May), our funding for this ministry will be 
exhausted. Would you consider donating so we can 
continue feeding these kids — and start feeding lep-
er's children in two other communities? 
     If you want to "make a difference" with your giv-
ing, this is an excellent place to start. 

W  $100      1,000 . T ’  10¢  . 

 



 

I want to receive the Progress Report by Email 
 
Email: 
____________________________________________________ 

 
  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please contact me regarding:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
Please send me information on your auto-debit program  

 

  Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________  
 
  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________ 

THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of everyone 
is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This is our preferred 
and most effective method of supporting national preachers at whatever amount 
you choose. You will receive a different biography and report each month from a 
preacher supported through this fund so you can see what your giving is accom-
plishing. 
 

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or call 
our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy list. 
Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 sup-
port of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accounta-
bility overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as provid-
ing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount 
is used overseas.  
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be doctrinally 
sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church planting and 
training other men who are serving in the ministry. 
 

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, 
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. 
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship. 
 

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic 
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered 
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the 
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored chil-
dren. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324. 
 

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unspon-
sored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unspon-
sored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center. 
 

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s 
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations. 
 

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support 
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four. 
 

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a gen-
erator or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dram-
atized, audio Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their 
great strength is that they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective 
with lepers and the illiterate. Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at 
www.ThePowerPack.world 
 

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be 
applied as designated. 
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P  G  - such as a bequest in your will or a 
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 

in your life insurance - is a way you can help us 
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this 
world, even when you have passed on to the next - 

and its easy to do. 
 

For help, contact your personal  
estate planner or let us refer you to one.  

 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc. 

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434 
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535 

L  U  E  R   
 

W  Y ’  A  i  H  

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENT ... 



     Do you realize how many people live on the 
earth today? 
 

 Australia and New Zealand have 30.3 million 
 Europe (w/o Russia) has 601.7 million 
 South America has 430.8 million 
 The USA and Canada have 368.7 million 

 

     Together, the sixty-five countries included in 
the regions above equal 1.432 billion. 
 

     But India alone has 1.38 billion. 
 

     The fastest-growing region of the world, popula-
tion-wise, are the fifty-five countries that make up 
the continent of Africa, which has 1.34 billion. 
 

     Still, China, by itself, has a population of 1.439  

Final Frontiers Foundation 
PO Box 507 
Louisville, Georgia 30434 
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billion. It is the most populous country on the planet. 
 

     This fact demonstrates that the two most populated 
places on earth are China and India. But besides this 
distinction, they have something else in common. 
Both of these countries are closed to traditional mis-
sionaries. 
 

     So what does this tell us? If we intend to go into “all 
the world,” we cannot ignore these two countries or 
the forty-five Islamic countries with a combined popu-
lation of 1.8 billion. And since these places are closed 
or hostile to foreign missionaries, the best way -- the 
only way to reach them is through the support of na-
tional church planters and pastors. Why not help us 
do that? Contribute to our G  C  F . 
 

Source: visualcapital.com 


