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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to  

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.  

Cover  Photo...  

     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the 
FINAL FRONTIERS FOUNDATION INC.  Currently we are 
ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to 
foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various 
tribal groups is restricted to national preachers only; thus they are 
open to us because of our unique method of missions. 
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national 
preachers is the most efficient and effective method of global 
evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from 
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are 
actively involved in church planting and discipleship. 
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their 
doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and ministry experience.  We 
support only those who are serving by faith, never those who are 
waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average 
preacher in a third-world country needs as little as $35.00 - 
$350.00 each month to support his family and ministry. 
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in 
church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible translation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, 
outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc.  The Foundation 
receives its funding from individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the 
Foundation’s oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed.  
 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23: 
 

     Most of these have articles within each issue of the Progress Report dedicated to their purpose and to provide accountability for those who support 
those causes.  
 

Executive Board of Directors: 
 

     FINAL FRONTIERS, a non-profit, religious corporation, was founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Executive 
Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. 
Don Prosser, Mr. Ralph Wills, Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, Mrs. Suzanne Raper and Mr. Eddie Wilson. Further council is provided by those 
serving on the national Boards of Advisors. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the ministry's evangelistic 
outreach.  FINAL FRONTIERS is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Annual copies of 
the ministry's 990 form are available online at Guidestar.com and elsewhere or upon request by contacting the home office. 
 

International Offices/Directors: 
 

     International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and are staffed by national and regional coordinators 
who are approved by the Executive Board of Directors. Parallel oversight of many regions is provided by our Directors of Expansion. These Directors 
are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national 
preachers who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these positions for us based upon their 
knowledge, experience and location on site. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

     For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a speaker for your church or mission conference, please 
contact our home office: 
 

Final Frontiers Foundation           Telephone:  (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324 
1200 Peachtree St.            Email:  webmaster@finalfrontiers.org 
Louisville, GA 30434  USA                         

 

Legal: 
 

“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 501 C3, administered 
by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries are also administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the 
Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon 
request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. 
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Date:     2015 
 

Location:   A small village in southern Honduras 
 

Subject:     Throughout the country are small villages and smaller communities called casarios, 
which would be like a hamlet. Usually, these are comprised of just  3-20 houses or huts 
that have never been legally organized as a village. (see the house in the background) 
Nolin Nelms, the wife of Jon Nelms grew up in just such a casario, nestled on the side of 
a mountain with less than 17 houses. These families often have no electricity or running 
water and the nearest school and store may be in a village or town an hours walk away. 
We like to concentrate on such communities, invading them with the gospel and humani-
tarian help, with the intention of planting a new church. To do this we typically use the 
$10 food bags donated by our readers and partners. These bags can provide a week of 
food for a family of four and help us start a new church. To get more information and 
learn how you can participate, see page 5. 

 

 



towers ... 
 

G          
  . 

     For us, it’s all about evangelism, church planting and 
discipleship. On page 14, I have given a little background about 
our 2018 ministry results and how we are “redeeming the time” 
God has given us. And all this is done with your prayers and 
support.  Frankly, the results are so great that they have become 
unbelievable, but let me assure you, they are all verified by the 
reports from our army of national church planters. 

     Last year, our network of over 28,000 preachers reported 
having won nearly 4,000,000 souls to Christ. That was a new 
convert every 23 seconds of the year. And a third of those have 
already received baptism. 

     You may not know this, but in third world countries, churches 
usually do not count children in their number of converts or 
attendance. Not that they believe a child cannot be saved, (I 
accepted Christ at the age of five) but because, well just 
because. Frankly, they want to give the child an opportunity to 
display their full understanding and generally wait until they are 
more mature and have proven their conversion. I’m not saying 
this a right or even a good idea, but it is the way it is done 
around the world, (until American missionaries arrive and teach 
them to do otherwise). So keep in mind when we report statistics 
on conversions and baptisms, it is primarily reporting ADULTS 
who have turned to Christ. Incredible! Now for more unbelievable 
results of last year, turn to page 14, but fasten your seatbelts and 
don’t let the Accuser lead you from praising God to doubting 
God’s work and His servants. 
 

C  I      22?  

     We are making a few tweaks to our children’s ministry in a way 
that I think you will agree is both advantageous for the children 
and beneficial for those who have wanted to help, but were not 
able to afford a premium sponsorship of $35 a month. Now for any 
amount, as little as a dime, you can feed a child. This is not a 
program like those you have seen on television, with us you can 
be assured everything is legitimate and beneficial because it is 
administered by Final Frontiers and our growing army of national 
preachers and volunteers from their churches; not un-named, un-
known, un-converted, paid employees. All we do is done in the 
name of Jesus for His glory, not yours, not ours and not some well
-meaning, man-made organization’s. Just His. 
 

W  ?  O   ... 

     Enjoy the pages we have prepared for you within and 
remember to be amused by visiting our YouTube channel and 
keep up with the escapades of Ernest Livingston and our new hit, 
The Screening Room. Though fluffed with humor, every episode is 
actually based on a real request we have received for funding. 

    Yours for souls, 

3 

Final Frontiers Foundation 

Greetings to all. 
 

B       , N   I   
     H .  

     This promises to be the busiest summer yet for our custom 
Visionary Trips. The first two groups arrive on May 30 and the 
last leaves on August 1. We usually have about 50 visitors in the 
summer but this year the total will be closer to 90. We have at 
least three new villages to evangelize, the ministry in the garbage 
dump of the capital and hopefully visit another hospital and the 
women's prison and maybe even the men’s. Guests will also 
enjoy our renovated property, our new property filled with corn 
which some of you can help us harvest, and enjoy chasing 
around our chicks in the open field. Don't bother the hens though, 
we need them to be calm and lay eggs for breakfast each 
morning. 

     If you or your church were planning to come and just didn’t 
make it, there’s always next year. One church has already 
reserved a week in 2020 so don’t delay too long. 

Pray for us, every year for the past six or so, we have been able 
to start a new church with the help of the visiting groups. I would 
like to see the same this summer. 
 

C    5 —  -   . 

     Every year groups that visit Honduras bring extra funds to 
purchase food for food bags to give to poor families. This has 
been a blessing to the families, but it has also helped us when 
evangelizing a new village. In almost every case it has resulted in 
the starting of a new church. Jesus used food also to feed those 
who wanted to hear Him, so this is just a continuation of what He 
taught us to do. No surprise that it works! 

     Even if you are not taking the trip, you can still donate so that 
we can buy more food and help more families. Preachers are 
always saying that when it comes to missions, some go, but the 
rest stay home and pray. Well, this is an opportunity for you to, in 
a sense, go with us, by sending an offering along on your behalf. 

     Paul encouraged his new gentile churches to give so that he 
could take food to the hungry Believers in Jerusalem. That is 
what I am asking you to do, so please take a look at page 5, 
pray, then put some wings on your prayer and provide a bag of 
food for us to distribute on your behalf. 

     Last year we gave out well over 600 bags and it helped us 
start a church in Rio Arriba, the last village before entering the 
tribal land of the Tolupan. Pastor Carlos Messam takes a group 
from his church in the capital every other week to visit them and 
have church. He is also training a local man to “take over” as 
pastor and helps him care for the flock during his off week. The 
journey is about nine hours round trip and he is able to do this 
because an American donor provides the fuel and his sponsor, 
last year gave him funds to buy a used SUV. When each part 
works together doing what they are able to do, God is glorified 
and His kingdom expanded. The gates of hell just don’t stand a 
chance against us. And speaking of crumbing gates and burning 

Jon and Nolin Nelms 
JNELMS@FINALFRONTIERS.ORG   

800‐522‐4324 EXT.110 
706‐955‐4916 EXT.110 

 

Founder and Execu ve Board Chairman 
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This letter recently arrived to us from one of our church planters 
in the Middle East. It is indicative of the reports we receive from 
all of them there. They always share a testimony with us of 
someone that they, one of their Timothys or one of their church 
members has led to Christ. 
 
 
     Greetings to all of you in the name of our Savior the Lord 
Jesus Christ, I’m very thankful to the Lord for giving me this 
privilege to preach and teach His word to our people. 
 

     Our country has been growing in many problems, but praise 
the Lord for His protection and provision for us to keep our min-
istry able to reach more people with the true message. We have 
begun to have so many of our people turn to Jesus Christ and 
almost always they have such moving testimonies. I was asked 
to tell you one story. 
 

     A 42-year-old man, had been born and raised as a Muslim 
man, he was the oldest boy among his siblings and for some 
reason his father was focused to raise him to become the man 
of the family, so since when he was 7 years old his father en-
rolled him in an Islamic school. There he learned all the rules 
and rituals of Islam, and as he grew older, he was trying to keep 
up with all the regulations of Islam, but he never felt anything in 
his heart.  One time he even told his father, that he didn’t know 
who it was he was worshipping.  After he finished his college 
and started to be more independent in his life, he began to de-
part from following most of the rules, and he even started to 
have doubts about the existence of Allah. Many times, he tried 
to avoid going to the mosque to pray, because he said whenev-
er he would go there, he feels like he is lying to himself. He was 
scared because of that feeling and questioned himself, wonder-
ing why he couldn't find the right answers about Allah -- where 
is he, how is the creator? Till one day he decided to re-study 
Islam again, in doing this he started to search for his books, he 
got to the point realizing that Muhammad didn't have a real 
message and there was no faith, but of course, he was so care-
ful not to share that with anybody. Years went by his life, and 
even when his children asked him, about Allah, he never gave 
them any answer. As he got older, he felt lost in that circle, real-
izing that he has no faith, made him wonder where is he going 
in his life?  One day, he met one of his friends he hadn’t seen 
for a long time, they actually met each other at a funeral, both of 
them didn't enter the mosque to pray behind the Imam, they 
stayed outside and started to talk about Islam. It was then the 
friend told him, I’m not a Muslim, but I believe in the true God, 
and this man said to him, how you can believe in the God, and 
not in Islam? This friend started to explain to him the difference 
between the True God and Islam, and when the funeral was 
finished, he told his friend, I’m very interested to continue our 
conversation, can we meet again, and the friend told him yes, 
we can meet again.  
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     This friend was very happy because that was the first time, he 
had been able to talk to anyone about the true God, so he came to 
me and shared this news with me. I told him of that course, we 
should pray for the Lord to open his heart to receive the Word of 
God. I just want to say here that we are very grateful to all of you 
that helped us to receive the last shipment of Bibles, that has 
made such a huge difference for us, because we can give Bibles 
to those people who are searching for the true God, so, he was 
very surprised to hear about God in the Bible. One day this Muslim 
man told us, the way you describe God, I have never heard some-
thing like that. So one day I offered him a Bible to read, and it was 
amazing how he came back to us with tears in his eyes and he put 
his finger on the Bible saying, “This book is different, I don't under-
stand what it is doing in my heart”.  The more he read the Bible, 
the more God was touching his heart till one day after one of our 
meetings, he came to the knowledge of salvation and accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior.  
 

     This story is so very typical. In a land such as America, we can-
not understand the thirst that others have to touch, to hold, and to 
read the Bible. It is to them but a fairy tale. They have heard ru-
mors that such a book exists, but have never seen one and don’t 
know anyone who has. Then one day, the opportunity is carefully 
and cautiously presented to them. They receive it with joy and with 
fear, for if they are caught, it could mean immediate death or rejec-
tion from their family, their clan and their country. As they began to 
read secretly, always looking for a place to hide this precious 
treasure, the Words of the Creator begin to bring life and under-
standing to their hearts, just as He did to the universe during crea-
tion. Usually in days, or weeks or sometimes even months, the 
hard shell of sin and Islam is cracked open and new birth through 
Jesus Christ occurs. Then they are a new member of a mighty 
army willing and eager to risk life and wealth for the cause of their 
new-found Savior. 

     In recent years our numbers of converts and their influence has 
enabled us to virtually cease asking for aid, for water needs, for 
prison release, etc. But the one thing they cannot provide is ade-
quate funds to print more Bibles. Last year we printed and distrib-
uted 29,500 Bibles from Morocco to Pakistan (each at a cost of 
$6) but we need to do more, much more. Will you please help us 
with a special offering? 

     Al Jazeera news recently reported that last year, just in the 
region where our Bibles were distributed, over 7 million Muslims 
converted to Christianity. God’s Word never returns void. Thank 
you to all who made this continental revival possible. Now let’s 
keep it going. 

 

To receive regular updates on our ministry in the Islamic world, 
get added to our Email Alerts list. Register at: letters@finalfrontiers.org 

 

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles into the Middle East for $6 each. 
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team.  

See page 23 for more information. 

Providing God’s Word ...   
 for all people  
 in all lands  
 by all means 

 

http://www.biblesmugglers.org/
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     Every year about this time, we give 
even those of you who are not going on a 
V  T , the opportunity to do-
nate food bags for the hungry children 
and families our groups will encounter. 
You can see in this photo, the smile such 
a gift brings.  

     For us in the States, children would 
rarely be delighted to receive a bag of 
food, unless of course it was filled with 
chocolate and candy, and poor children 
are no different, except that even a bag of 
beans, cornmeal and rice delights them. 

     Why? Two reasons. 

     First, because it is guaranteed food for 
the next week. In poor cultures, the con-
cept of guaranteed food is virtually un-
known. They live, and eat, day by day 
and even meal by meal. Only a small 
percentage would even dream of owning 
a refrigerator, and you can often enter 
into villages where such a commodity 
does not even exist. Some families have 
to walk miles to get to the closest store to 
buy a bag of beans. And what they call a 
store,  would seem to us to be no more 
than a lemonade stand. They live off what 
they can grow so in the harvest time, 
there may be sufficient food to eat twice a 
day but in the lean months, a family could 
share a small bowl of rice and beans and 
maybe an egg. 

     The second reason is because of the 
giver. Many of these children have never 
seen an American. They are curious, 
excited and giddy over the visitors that 
have entered their village. Now they get 
to touch us, play with us and listen as we 
tell them about Jesus. All the time they 
listen, they see the trucks piled high with 
bags of food, enough for every family to 
have at least one. It is as if Christmas has come in June, or July 
or August. They hear about the love of Christ and then they get 
to experience it physically as God’s team distributes food to 
them. 

     These bags contain enough food for a family of four to live 
on for a week. Imagine next week when you go to the store if 
your groceries that week were free. That would be a big deal for 
you and it is for them too. The only difference is the cost. A 
Food Bag cost only $10. (Don't you wish that were the case for 
your family!) 

     This summer, God willing, we will not only be visiting poor 
villages, giving food to the church members and their unsaved 
friends, but we hope to pass out some in a hospital, in a wom-
en's prison and to those families living in the garbage dump of 
the capital. We will customize the bags depending on where 
they will be dispersed. But to give you an idea, for those in the 
hospital we will focus more on hygienic items like toothpaste, a 
toothbrush, soap, packaged and pre-cooked foods, and medical 

supplies like sanitizers, alcohol and gauze as such things are not 
provided by the hospitals in poor countries. 

     For the women in prison, we will provide items they cannot 
get there as well as food, because the prisons do not feed the 
inmates, they only house them. If you have no family, you have 
to scrounge to have food to eat. 

     For the village families, a bag weighs over fourteen pounds 
containing pasta, tomato sauce, cornmeal for making tortillas, 
red beans which are packed with protein and are the staple food 
of Honduras, as well as cooking oil, coffee, sugar, salt and four 
or five other items. This year will also be able to put fresh vege-
tables in many bags from our own little farm. Corn, onions, man-
gos, carrots, potatoes, etc. 

     So join with us and help out by donating $10 to purchase a 
food bag (designate it to Visionary Trip Food Bags). We will fol-
low up in a future issue of the P  R  with a mon-
tage of photos and an update on what your generosity accom-
plished. And speaking for all who will receive on of your $10 food 
bags — Muchos Gracias! 
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Emails  
 

From our preachers and workers  
around the world, and our                   

partners here at home. 

TWO  
UPCOMING TRIPS 
 
     Usually, Visionary trips are 
about YOU going with ME 
somewhere in the world, in 
order to see what we do eve-
rywhere in the world. Most of 
these are summer trips to 
Honduras but this year we 
have two trips that are quite 
different. On the second you 
are welcome to join me, on the 
first, I ask only for your pray-
ers for our safety. Let me tell 
you about these trips. 
 

     Trip Number One is to a 
disclosed location where we 
will be having a small pastors 
conference for many of our 
men in persecuted lands.  We 
have selected a small — very 
small group of American pas-
tors to go with us, who are 
aware of the risks but eager to 
meet these men and spend a 
few days encouraging and 
teaching them. This will be an 
indescribable emotional boost 
for these mighty servants as they return home to share with 
their congregations, that they are neither alone nor forgotten. 
While we American preachers can cover our own expenses, we 
do need your help in providing transportation and lodging for the 
men we will meet. I expect the expenses for these men, coming 
from a half dozen counties, will be at least $14,000. If you can 
help, donate your gift to the Middle East Pastors Conference. 
 

     Trip Number Two is for a series of Pastor’s conferences that 
we are having in November and December in India, Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan. (Lumping the three into just one trip saves thou-
sands of dollars on airfare.) While there we will likely 
have one large conference with hundreds of pastors at-
tending, as well as five smaller conferences, and by smaller I 
mean 50-150 preachers. These will take place in eight to ten 
locations in three countries. If you can help us with funding to 
provide food and transportation for the poor pastors, your help 
will be a boundless encouragement to them. We would like to 
raise at least $15,000 for this ministry project. Make your dona-
tion for the Three Country Pastor Conferences. 
     We have had an offer of great help with this project but antic-
ipate a remaining need of $10,000. The more funds we have, 
the more teaching and training we can provide. Some of these 
men, being in a Muslim land, seldom have such an opportunity. 
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From a reader of the Progress Report in Iowa ... 
 
Mr. Nelms, 
I have scanned your website a couple times, looked at the DVD 
you sent and checked out your Progress Report magazines I am 
receiving. Thank you for informing me on Final Frontiers Minis-
tries. 300,000 churches & 11 million saved is beyond my com-
prehension! How does one ministry do it all? 

“Lift up your eyes and look” 

Visionary Trips 

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure trips 
for families, youth groups, schools and churches 

April: 
 

Middle East 
 

May, June, July,  
August: 

 

Honduras  
(week long - Church, 

School and Family 
groups) 

 
July: 

 

Nicaragua 
 

August: 
 

Guatemala 
 

October: 
 

Middle East 
 

Nov. — Dec.: 
 

India 
Sri Lanka 
Pakistan 

 
 

VISIONARY 
TRIPS 

For more information call  
800-522-4324 

 

 
From a national pastor in India ... 
 
It is our strategy that we would like to train about 200 village 
pastors in  Bachelor of Ministry (B.Min) in next 40 months. It is 
completely accredited degree. We would like to ordain them for 
the sake of Government and for ministry credibility also. It is our 
main emphasis to them during their studies that every one must 
plant 10 home churches in different neighboring villages. If 
so, we may able to plant about 2000 churches in next two 
three years.  

From a national pastor in Pakistan ... 
 
Please pray for my biggest need. I am using a small, 2011, 70cc 
motorcycle that is not working properly because the engine is 
damaged. I use this in my church planting ministry and for my 
family because my new church is a little far from my home and I 
have three children, my wife and myself to carry on it. It is very 
difficult. 
 

(We estimate a need of $4000 to buy a used car.) 

From a missionary in Peru ... 
 
I would like to talk to you sometime about the church planting 
here in Peru. I am interested in your opinion on the ministry phi-
losophy differences.  
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subscribe, download and listen whenever you want at: 
 

F F .W  

From a missionary in Kenya ... 
 
Our church growth continues at a great pace. Last year we were 
able to help with over 30 projects, buying church plots and roofs 
for buildings. As we are in a new year again, there are many 
churches we would like to help. Many of these projects are roofs 
for new church buildings — as these young churches build their 
own buildings they often get stuck at the roofing. They can go 
slowly in putting in the foundation and then building their walls, 
often it takes them 4 or five years to get to this point. But the 
roof it has to be done all at one time because you can’t let rain 
on the timbers of the roof as they will warp.  
 

The timbers and the corrugated iron sheets for the roofing cost 
$1,500 each. We have 50 young churches we could help at this 
time. Please be in prayer for this need. 
 

- Missionary Randall and Phyl8iss Stirewalt 

From a national pastor in Pakistan ... 
 
We  are praising to God we received monthly churches press 
reports form all the new churches around Pakistan. All pastors 
are honestly working for the Lord and sent us photos and videos 
of their work. 
In Lahore 10 accepted Christ and 4 times a week they gather at 
homes for all the church activities. And they have organized a 
special program for the youth. 
In Bugree Wala Kasur 15 have accepted Christ and been bap-
tize. Then more than20accepted Christ and will soon be bap-
tized. 3 times a week they gather in homes for church and they 
have started a home school for poor kids. 
In Bhadur Pura 20 young people accepted Christ in the past two 
months. 4 times weekly they gather for house church activities. 
Branch 1 and Branch 2 (desert areas) Pastor. Saleem is pastor-
ing the Jesus Call Baptist Church which has started both these 
branch churches. In the past two months 70 people accepted 
Christ and they gather 4 times a week for church. Now they are 
making plans to reach more lost peoples at desert areas. 
We have just learned in the Sindh and South Punjab desert are-
as another 49 people have accepted Christ. 

ATTENTION 
 

See “Trip Number 2” at the bottom of page six to see how you 
can help with us benefit our new ministry partners in Pakistan by 
funding the Pastor's Conference they have requested in this 
Muslim land. 

finalfrontiers.world
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     We have preached the good news during the Christmas sea-
son in two places as mass evangelism. Please pry for the people 
whom we had shared about Jesus to receive Him and that those 
who received Him may grow as true disciples as we are doing 
our follow-up. We re renting a house in a new church place for 
gathering the believers every Sunday. We have to pay the house 
ren of Ks40,000 per month (in US dollars that is $26.49). And 
also, I need a motorbike by which I can travel to places far and 
near since my bike that I am riding is really old.  

     One day, after I had preached, three Buddhist men came to 
my house and we had a religious conversation for two hours. I 
noticed later that they are trying to stop the spreading of Christi-
anity in their village where I am living. They wanted me no more 
to share the gospel in the village but when we talked about their 
beliefs and the differences of the love and the grace of God, they 
suddenly received Jesus as their Lord and savior. During our 
conversation my wife and some other church member were pray-
ing for us. God miraculously changed their hearts and showed 
that He alone is God. 

     We live in Hlegu town in the Yangon Division of Myanmar. 
Our house is a bamboo house with zinc roofing (tin). There are 
two rooms inside, the floor is made of bamboo and we do not 
have furniture. We have one television, one standing fam, one 
sewing machine, one whiteboard, one motorbike. We have elec-
tricity but we do not have drinking water. We have to buy pure 
water for drinking and cooking. Ours house is built near the pad-
dy fields and sometimes we catch snakes inside our house. 

     I am now evangelizing at two places, one is Ye-Gadit village 
and another is Shwe Linpann Industrial zone in Hlaintharyer town 
which is 36 kilometers from my house (equals 22.369 miles). I 
am traveling there with my motorbike with my wife. We planted a 
church there among the squatter people. 

     During Christmas season we had a celebration and invited 

people to share the good news of Jesus Christ with non-
believers. Five of the new comers received Jesus as their sav-
ior. We do house to house evangelism. I hared with a couple 
about Jesus Christ. They were so interested in what I was shar-
ing, after they understood well about the love of God, the re-
ceived Jesus as their savior. 

     In Ye-Gadit village during Christmas season we celebrated 
Jesus birthday and we invited villagers and I preached the good 
news. Three villagers approached and and asked about Jesus 
and I shared about Him capering Him with Buddha. They ac-
cepted Jesus as their Lord and savor on the day.  We really 
thank God for the opportunities to share Jesus with non-believer 
during the last three months. I hope that those new born babies 
in Christ will be growing in Christ. Thank you so much for your 
prayers and helps. 

     May God bless you all.  

 

Here is my family information: 

Mrs. Cher Sang Puii  my wife      13 Mar, 1976 

Abigail Lian Hming Thangi  daughter       5 Nov, 2006 

Joshua Zoi Nun Sanga  son      18 Feb, 2011 

Charity Lal Hmangaih Dawngi daughter       19 Jul. 2012     

 

Kyaw Min Oo (#5668) from Myanmar  
 

In his last Quarterly Report to his sponsors: 
(Report Date: March 20, 2019) 

 

   He reports: 
 

10    salvations 
  6    baptisms 

2    church started 
3     villages evangelized 

His family poses in front of their house. 
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     May glory be given to God.  In the month of November when 
we have done evangelization at Aloekogbe, Attitogon  and 
Djagble, and specially at Attitogon where a man of 45 years old, 
born in idolatry since his childhood, gave his life to Jesus through 
our preaching in this village.  He came out of the crowd and 
shouted in the following way: "Help me to receive Christ, be-
cause I am lost, I didn't know that I was walking on the way to 
the death. Help me to take this good way."  On this day, this man 
has received Christ. So, pray for him also for his spiritual growth 
because it is few days since he surrendered his life to Jesus 
Christ.  

     These three villages are about 74 miles from my home in 
Lome but I have planted churches in each of them. We live in a 
location that has 2 rooms and we have armchairs, we have elec-
tricity and we drink good water. 

Please pray for my wife, she is suffering from an ulcer and pray 
for our eldest son who will pass his Bachelor’s degree exam this 

year. Pray 
also for us 
to have 
the means 
of dis-
placement 
in order 
that we 
can go an 
see 
churches 
that are so 
far from 
us. (he 
means 
transpor-
tation) 

 

 

Dogbe Yawo (#4649) from Togo 
 

In his last Quarterly Report to his sponsors: 
(Report Date: March 22, 2019) 

 

   He reports: 
 
 

 

108    salvations 
51  baptisms 

3   church started 
4     villages evangelized 

 

 

Yelchuri Sudhakar Rao form India 
 

This following brief report comes from a brother in India, who has 
a small but growing number of Timothies in his care whom he is 
training for the ministry. He frequently sends us reports so we 
can stay abreast of his work, since at this time eh is not funded 
by us or any other group. We have been following his work for 
over five years now and will soon come to a determination of 
whether or not we want to partner with him. It is typical for us to 
take  3-7 years of observing a man and his group before getting 
involved with them. 
 

His November report stated the following … 
 

     By His grace, all our programs are successful. Our 
whole congregation was fasted for 3 days and we lifted 
you and your ministry in our prayers. The most amazing 
this was that 6 were baptized in this time, 4 Indians and 2 
Africans. 
     I was privileged to speak to a crowd of 2000 people 
partnering with another ministry. The 2 days of crusades 
were successful. I got a threat call that someone is going 
to beat me on the stage. I was a bit disturbed with the 
phone call but God has protected me and I was able to 
deliver the best message. 
     I am planning to visit Orissa soon. I think you know 
about the persecution over there. This time we are praying 
to reach a particular tribe called the Bondas. They are 
man-eaters and sacrifice humans to their goddess. Kindly 
pray for our protection. In this trip I will be able to reach 
also 3 jails and many congregations. I want to extend 
some support to a church construction, one toiler to a 
church an steps to another and we are praying to bless 

them 
with 200 
Bibles 
for the 
poor. 
Can you 
please 
remem-
ber this 
in your 
prayers. 
 

 

      

     All the national church planters we support are required to give a detailed report for their sponsor every quarter. We 
digitally record these reports and photos in our archives and as a result, have copies of every letter and photo received 
since we began in 1986 - tens of thousands of reports and more hundreds of thousands of photographs. In some cases 
over the decades, tribes have become so westernized that the youth no longer know how their grandparents dressed, 
what their houses were like, etc. It is only by our archives that such information is preserved.  

     In their Quarterly Reports, they must account for how many they led to Christ in that period, how many were baptized, 
how many villages they evangelized and how many new churches they may have started. If any answer is zero, they 
must explain why. They also provide the sponsor with an updated family photograph every two years. 

     Their reports are incredible, informative and eye-opening. We thought you might like to read excerpts from several 
recent reports we have received from around the world as well as information from one our Timothys as well. 
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By Jon Nelms   

 

     That’s a very good question, so I decided to do some re-
search and see what I could learn. Online I found an article by 
Dana Severson entitled The Average Missionary Salary 
(thenest.com)  The photo caption accompanying it stated,  “The 
average salary for missionaries is relatively low.” But, as I began 
to read the article, I wondered if the person who wrote the cap-
tion had done so. Here’s a breakdown of what I discovered, all 
stats being relevant to 2012. Note that the article addresses mis-
sionaries sent by an organization (basically employees), not faith 
missionaries (those who raise their own support). 

     Though denominational couples were supported on average 
for $121,000 a year, the Bureau of Labor Statistics stated that 
the average salary was a low $30,650. Well, now I understand 
why the caption author wrote as they did. But keep reading … 

     Due to other subsidies, the “salary” was only equal to 47% of 
the “income”. So, what else is included? Are you ready? 

 $6,050 per couple living in areas where the cost of living is 
higher than in the USA. What? Well, keep in mind that 
among Baptists, about 20% of our missionaries (over 570 of 
them) live in Europe where things are likely more expensive. 
112 live in the United Kingdom alone and 104 in Canada. 
There are 68 missionary families in Japan — I can’t imagine 
how expensive that must be. Then, of course, there are 77 
in Australia alone and 29 in New Zealand. (I would have 
thought they already had the Gospel, but since most church-
es and people define a missionary as being a pastor preach-
ing anywhere other than at home, it makes sense to call 
them missionaries.) 

 $10,000 housing subsidies since most career missionaries 
evidently maintain a house in the USA while living overseas. 

 $8,500 per couple for travel expenses. 
 $10,890 allotment to cover medical expenses. 
 $8,470 per year for administrative expenses (presumedly 

this is for the mission board that handles their accounts). 
 $8,470 for other incidentals. (???) 
 $7,260 for pensions. 
 $4,840 for taxes. 
     Thinking that surely, this must be an exaggeration, I looked 
further. That’s when I found an EFCA article by Daryl Anderson 
of ReachGlobal (year unknown), stating that “the average cost to 
support a missionary family from North America is $10,338 per 
month.” (That’s 124,056 annually.) It continued, “However, sup-
port needs range from a low of $4,000 a month ($48,00 annually) 
up to $16,000” ($192,000 annually) depending on family size, 
location, start-up costs, etc. 

     What are “start-up costs”? Things like travel and vehicle pur-
chase, maintenance, and relocation — you know, the same kind 
of expenses that the ordinary person who buys a car, takes a trip 
or moves to another location also has to deal with. And I forgot, it 
also includes the cost of a computer. These are all legitimate 
expenses, kind of, but you have to seriously question the need 
for such funding when you realize you can often fly from Atlanta 
to Budapest, Lebanon, Tokyo, Paris, Rome, London or Manilla 
cheaper than you can fly from Atlanta to Seattle. And you don’t 
need to ship furniture and pots since those can be purchased 
anywhere. In the list, however, is a line item that I find particularly 
concerning entitled — “Readiness Evaluation and Pre-Field 
Training”. Just the title alone seems to imply that you may not 
pass muster, and if not, then what happens to all the support you 
raised and the years it took to raise it? Shouldn't your readiness 
be determined and your training be finished BEFORE you set out 
to raise support? No corporate executive would hire a man and 
give him a huge salary only with the hope that he performs well. 
That’s why they invented internships. They seek experienced 
men with a resume. So, why do we treat God’s work in this way? 

     Clearly, organizational and denominational missionaries earn 
far more than your typical “faith” missionary but in fairness to 
them, I have heard that some graciously share their salaries with 
poorer missionaries who lack support.  

        When I was younger, I was told that boards set the support 
amount based on what country you are going to and their deter-
mination is made based on the pay scale of a certain level of US 
Embassy staff in that country. Frankly, you would have to survey 
each faith mission board to learn how or if they make the determi-
nation regarding support levels. Wisely, all that I have heard of do 
require the missionary be debt free before departing. 

    Some reading this will immediately determine that missionaries 
make too much and in many cases, they would be correct. You 
do need to understand, however, that missionaries are like you. 
Wherever they live, they want the best circumstances they can 
have for their family; a good education, health care, comfort, etc. 
The problem is, we have come to expect and demand as neces-
sities, the things that previous generations considered luxuries. 
And that applies to pastors and laymen as well. God help the 
man who will not go where God leads him or do what God tells 
him, for the lack of finances. Keep in mind also that missionaries 
use “their support” to help the poor families in their churches, to 
build schools and church facilities, pay medical bills for others, 
and save for the travel expenses of the mandatory furlough every 
four years. Consider that if a small missionary of five had to pay 
$1500 round trip each for a plane ticket every five years, that 
would require a need for an extra $1500 (an extra $125 of month-
ly support) a year to be set aside just for airline tickets, not count-
ing the travel and lodging costs once they arrive, and remember, 
they are still having to pay rent on their house in the foreign land 
and basic the required utilities. It adds up. 

an ongoing series 

The Conundrums of  
Missions 

W                    
  ?  

A conundrum is defined as “a confusing and difficult problem or question”.  
Every problem has a surface cause and a surface solution. In this series we hope to peel back the layers that will  

reveal not only the problem but also the cause, the root causes, the possible solutions and the steps to resolve it.  
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     Personally, I don’t care how much a missionary makes. I only 
care about how much he accomplishes. I have known some sales-
men who were worthy of a million-dollar salary and others who 
weren't worth a thousand. It’s not the size of the family, the loca-
tion on the planet or the oratorical skills of the missionary that 
should determine how much he earns, it is the worth of the man. 
And frankly, such worth cannot be determined by his age, intellect 
or prior home-based ministry status. It can only be truly deter-
mined by how productive he is, once he gets on the field.  

     Few men are productive in their first term. They are getting 
acclimated to the weather, the culture and the language. Until that 
is done, they are literally the blind trying to lead the blind. Howev-
er, by the end of the second or third year, you should have a good 
idea as to the value of the man. That is why I recommend the first 
term be spent, not just with a veteran missionary but with a veter-
an national pastor. In American culture, being a veteran merely 
means having spent time at some task. I don’t see it that way. I 
have met many men who have been on the field for thirty years 
and have never discipled a single convert, never produced a sin-
gle preacher, and never started a single church. By veteran, I 
mean a man who has done what he was sent to do, not just pas-
toring old sheep but winning the lost, planting churches, training 
men for the ministry and working himself out of a job continually, 
so that he has to move elsewhere and start over. 

     We need to remember that since a novice missionary will tend 
to become like the missionary who mentored him, he needs to be 
discipled by someone who has excelled.  

     So, this brings me to the next part of the conundrum — why do 
novice missionaries make as much and sometimes more than 
veteran missionaries? 

     The answer — because that’s the way it has always been 
done. Is it right? No. Is it fair? No. Is it productive? No. It just is. 
But I would argue that it should not be and doesn’t have to be. 

     I am only one man but I do have an opinion having served as 
an assistant pastor, an associate pastor and a pastor for twelve 
years before becoming a missionary.  As a young or new pastor, I 
did not make as much as did the pastors of the large churches, 
nor as much as older pastors of small churches; nor was I ex-
pected to. In fact, when joining the staff of a church, I didn't make 
as much as the other men my age on the staff who had been 
there before me. Why should I? But when it comes to missions, 
we give every missionary the same amount. Why is that? 

     Probably because the churches are not hiring us, they are 
helping us. The church has the right to give whatever they want to 
whoever they want. It is up to God to lead them otherwise. My 
point in bringing it up is simply an issue of stewardship. How so? 

     We know statistically, that as much as 43% of the 
“missionaries” who start on deputation will never finish it. In a 
month, six months, two years or more, they will determine it was 
not God’s will and throw in the towel. I respect such men. In my 
mind, they wanted to serve the Lord and mistook a burden for a 
call (we have all don’t that) and once they recognized it, they swal-
lowed their pride, admitted their error and started serving again as 
laymen in their churches or as a pastor. They no doubt learned a 
lot on the journey and the churches they visited were blessed by 
their presentations (hopefully). The problem is, however, that liter-
ally MILLIONS of missions dollars were wasted in their discovery. 

     Frankly, of those who do make it to the field, another 75% quit 
and go home in the first three years. But that’s another story for 
another time. 

     The solution in my mind is that the family and the home church 
send the missionary candidate to the field first for 3-6 months so 
he sees what life will be like, experiencing the weather, the food, 
the language, the culture and the difficulty of life in that land. Send 
he, his wife and family. Immerse them in the experience. Some 
will come home after only a few weeks when the thrill wears off, 
so it won’t really cost the church that much. But if a family makes 
it, at least you have an idea that he is capable of making it for a 

longer term.  Then let him begin his depuration with a little expe-
rience under his belt, not just a two-week “survey trip”. (I say 
send the family also because it is usually the wife who cannot 
adapt to the missionary life.) Also, require they stay on their own 
in a less than adequate environment so they get the full experi-
ence. If they spend their time in a missionary’s home and coffee 
shops, they might as well stay home. 

     I would encourage churches, if volume in numbers is not your 
goal, to invest more heavily in men who have proven themselves 
for one term, two or more. These are men who are not going to 
quit, they have proven that, and there is no waste of the funds 
you invest in them. Like the nationals, they already know the 
culture, the customs the language and the people. They have 
already gone through the winds and even the eye of the storm 
and come out the other side. They are veterans with experience 
and success under their belts with churches they have started, 
preachers they have trained, schools they have founded and still 
with energy to do more. Why waste his time with another year-
long furlough. Keep him on the field doing what he does best. 

     Doesn’t that sound at least a little bit logical? 

     Now, I realize that some churches just want to see how many 
men they can support in how many places. If that’s what you’re 
all about then go for it. God gets the glory either way. My sug-
gestion is given so that what you give will impact more lives. I’m 
all about numbers. Final Friends now has over 28,000 preachers 
in our network. However, not some, not most, but every man we 
support is a church planter. Every man we support had already 
proven himself with years of ministry and having trained men for 
the ministry and having personally started at least two churches 
before we even began to consider him for support. I love the idea 
of quantity but I adore the value of quality. 

     Some will think I am writing this so that I can get more sup-
port. To them, I would say that we have thousands of subscrib-
ers and supporters and very few “support” me and my family. 
Yet, in over 32 years as a missionary, I have never done deputa-
tion for my family. I have raised tens of millions of dollars for oth-
ers and God has taken care of me. I say this because I have 
both a forum to say it and the respect of pastors, churches and 
laymen to listen. I’m trying to help you consider possible im-
provements for your mission program so that collectively, we can 
all do more to advance the preaching of the gospel to places 
where it has never been preached before. 

R  S  

M : No church owes you support; they chose to 
give it because they believe in your intention to perform 
mighty exploits for God. Don’t let them down. And remember, 
they are not supporting you until they are supporting you. 

C : When you tell a man you are going to sup-
port him — do it. To do otherwise is to lie. Let him know (1) 
how much you will give and (2) how often you will give it and 
(3) when you will begin his support. In this way, he can make 
his budget and not be concerned that you have forgotten him. 

R  M  S  

M : Don’t fail to regularly report your progress 
and your difficulties. Be honest. (1) Share a testimony of a 
convert, not just a statistic, (2) include photos and (3) share 
the reasons behind your prayer requests. Information is vital. 

C : Read the letters and hold the missionary 
accountable to perform as he is expected to. If not, reevalu-
ate his support with him. Maybe you can help him improve 
but do keep in mind, if he is not yet a mature minister, he 
should be back home becoming one, not on the field hoping 
to become one while setting an improper example for others.  
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     Let me take a moment to fill you in on a two of the upcoming 
P P  projects we hope to take place this year. 
 

     Firstly, Joshua Martyn and I will be traveling to Peru in June, 
after filming in Honduras, to finish documenting the Yine project 
(video coming soon). 
 

     A batch of 500 P P  N  units are being loaded with 
an audio Bible and Jesus film and will go to a leper colony that 
we have been making a major push in, outside the city of 
Bangalore India, now renamed Bengaluru. These are for our FFF 
preachers to use in their evangelism and church planting efforts 
and for Touch A life.  This colony houses 250 leper families and 
the completed project would ensure that each family has a unit 
of their own.  But there are also several other smaller colonies in 
the area.  The minimum quantity for a run of these units is 500 
so this will give us extra units to cover the other colonies as 
well.   These people live in almost prison cell sized 
hovels.  There are also 150 children living in this colony.  Many 
of these are older lepers and illiterate, their time remaining on 
this earth is likely short and we want to make a major impact 
among them before it’s too late.  These units cost only $35 each 
to produce and deploy and miraculously, the total cost of 
$17,500 for this project has already been given by just one 
family! 
 

     Another project I have my sights on is one that will take place 
in rural Yangon (formerly known as Rangoon), in the country of 
Myanmar (formerly called Burma).  Our Director there, Pastor 
Vel Za Siama, has been evangelizing this specific area with 
about 800 families for the past several months.  These people 
are all but forgotten by the government and lack even the most 
simple amenities such as electricity and schools.  Vel has 
already started several small churches from among the Buddhist 
converts but wants to continue until all the area is reached and 
there is a church within walking distance of every family. The 
majority of the inhabitants are unfortunately illiterate due to the 
lack of even the most basic levels of education.  These people 
are extremely poor and even though they live within about 45 
miles of the capital city, most of them still live in bamboo huts 
and shacks.  Since most cannot read, we want to make sure that 
every family has an audible copy of God's Word in their own 
language and so we need to send Vel 800 P P  

Second Quarter 2019 -  Progress Report 

D  which need no electricity to charge, as they each come 
with a solar panel and hand crank.  Each unit costs us $45 to 
build and deploy, so we need a total of $36,000 to complete this 
project.  

 

     Since the first project is 
pre-funded, we would like 
to ask the rest of you to 
help us complete the 
B  A  B  
P  with a gift of any 
amount. 

The PowerPack Dynamo 

 Donate a unit for a family giving them:      
     -  God’s Word in their own language  
        using a dramatized audio format  
     -  a radio for emergency broadcasts    
     -  a flashlight to illuminate their night.  
 

Plus, each waterproof unit has a rechargeable 
battery, a solar panel and a hand-crank.  
 

All this for a donation of only $35. 

Your family can donate one today for a third 
world family that has never heard God’s Word.   

Imagine the eternal impact  such a gi ! 

 

www.thepowerpack.world
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     Here at Final Frontiers, our focus 
from day one (1986) has been on 
supporting veteran church planters. 
They, however, will often tell us 
about a tribal group they have heard 
of but with whom they have not 
made contact or don’t know how. 
These groups have unknown lan-
guages and live in a very primitive 
manner and are often known to be 
violent towards outsiders. But they 
still need the Gospel.  

     Wanting to help them expedite 
“first contact” with such groups, we 
decided to help dispatch several 
men who are specialists in jungle 
survival. Their goal was to make contact, discern if the language 
is separate or a dialect of an existing language, then pave the 
way for national and tribal preachers to follow them in and evan-
gelize the entire tribe. 

     Currently, we are making a documentary of a similar event 
that we orchestrated and funded last year. The result was the 
discovery that the targeted tribe spoke a near-perfect dialect of a 
tribe in which we had some national preachers. We then raised 
funds to produce solar-powered audio Bibles for them and last 
summer, our men evangelized the entire tribe. We didn't target a 
few men, or a few huts, or even a few villages, but the entire 
tribe. Over a period of several months they traversed the jungle 
trails and visited every village of the tribe, giving every family in 
every village a gospel witness and a solar-powered audio Bible 
in their language. This may be the first time in recorded history 
that a ministry targeted an unreached people group, then sys-
tematically evangelized the entire tribe — every person in it — 
leaving behind Bibles and national pastors to start, maintain and 
mature the new-founded churches. Incredible, and some of you 
took part by funding the project to reach the Yine. (By the end of 
the year we will have a documentary on this project. Joshua 
Martyn and Daniel Nelms will spend time this summer taking 
video of the success.) 

     One little know but powerful branch of our ministry is what we 
call E . In this program we send out missionaries to 
“scout the land” to see what they can learn, Then we take their 

knowledge and build a strategy of 
reaching the unreached group they 
have “discovered”. As I have al-
ready mentioned, we have done this 
now successfully with several tribal 
groups. Joshua Martyn, our Media 
Director, along with his missionary 
brother-in-law, Jason Dover made 
several traumatic ventures into the 
jungles and there is no question but 
that without the survival training they 
had received, would probably not 
made it out alive. 

     Where did they get such train-
ing? As students of the School of 
Experience — and now, they help 

train others in partnership with a ministry called Beyond Borders. 
As it turns out, this ministry exists to train missionaries to do, 
exactly what they need to both survive and thrive while doing it. 
Once we discovered this ministry, I knew it could be a waste of 
our time to develop our own extreme training program when 
Beyond Borders already focuses specifically on the challenges 
and training for such ventures. 

     This summer, Matt Stahlman is having another boot camp 
focusing on Security, Survival and Medical aspects of pioneer 
work. The dates for the training is June 22-29 in Campbell MO. 
The cost is $600. I have met missionaries already on the field, all 
who profess that the training they received is what helped them 
to make it on the field. Brother Stahlman does not just teach 
philosophy; he designs the camps to make you believe you are 
literally on the field. He has professionals from the fields of Se-
curity, Survival and Medicine who are there, not just to teach but 
to show you how to evade capture, develop the driving skills of 
the secret service, mend broken bones and survive with a pock-
et-knife and matches  (move over MacGyver!). The training is 
absolutely superb. I wish this program had existed when I was 
young and getting started; so I want to share it with the rest of 
you. It will make a difference in your life and ministry, present 
and future. 

     For more information visit www.bbmissions.org  

Missionary Jason Dover finds lunch  
in the Peruvian jungle. 

A F  F  M  T  P  
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 If an actor wins multiple Academy Awards in a single year, 
we hail him as being a phenomenal actor. 

 If a man hits three home-runs in a single game, we proclaim 
him to be a great ball player. 

 If a singer receives multiple Grammys in a single year, we 
say she is extraordinary. 

 If a student receives the highest SAT scores in her state, we 
say she is a genius. 

 If a company’s stock always soars upwards and pays con-
stant dividends, we say they are incomparable. 

      But if a missions organization surpasses all known, recorded 
statistical achievements, we say they are exaggerating their num-
bers. Why is that? 
 

O       ,    
         , 

    .  

     So what has changed?  I can’t answer for others, only for my-
self. When I started Final Frontiers, it was difficult for pastors and 
churches to understand the concept of supporting men who were 
not American born, American trained and American sent. Some 
well-known mission boards resisted our growth publicly by teach-
ing (unbiblically) that “American money belongs to American mis-
sionaries.” I responded by saying there is no such thing as Ameri-
can money … the Bilbe says that “the earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof” so, everything belongs to God. And by extension, 
God’s money should go to God’s servants to do God’s work, re-
gardless of nationality, skin tone or language.   

     Though accused, I was not attempting to steal funding from 
American missionaries but rather to create a flow of support to 
non-American missionaries, whom we call national church plant-
ers, so that they could go where we as American missionaries 
either could not or would not go. 

     To illustrate the value of such a “new” concept of missions, 
which frankly is as old as the book of Acts; and to answer the 
criticisms cloaked in questions like ... 

 How do you know what they are really doing? 

 Why should we support a national? 

 How do you know they aren’t using the money to 
build houses and buy cars? (As if we as Americans 
don’t do that.) 

… I began to publish the compilation of statistics from the quarter-
ly reports they sent to us and their sponsors. That too was consid-

ered to be a “first”. Missionaries have always been taught to 
write “letters” and still are, whereas we require our supported 
men to write “reports” that should also include a nice letter. If, I 
reasoned,  I am going to give my life to raising support for these 
men, then I want to know they are worth the effort. That is why 
from the beginning until today, our reports start off with the 
questions … “In the past three months, how many souls have 
you led to Christ? How many have you baptized? How many 
new villages have you evangelized? And how many new church-
es have you started?” Then the next line on the report says, “If 
the answer to any of the above is ‘zero’, explain why”. 

     So from the beginning we have compiled and reported statis-
tics to show the legitimacy of our method of missions and to 
glorify God for what He is allowing us to do for Him. We publish 
these statistics to validate our worthiness for support and we do 
so because we want to encourage you to do more as you see us 
do more. It was Jehu in II Kings 10:16 who encouraged others to 
“come and see our zeal for the Lord”. 

     Some say it is prideful but that is a misjudgment. When we 
say America is the greatest country in the world is it from an 
attitude of pride? Are we saying to other countries that they are 
inferior and have no value? No, it is a statement of fact based on 
our opinion and obvious facts. It is not that America is great be-
cause Americans are great; it’s just that America is great and we 
as Americans benefit from and hopefully add to that greatness. 

     Why do others not report? Well, some are starting to do so 
now. Perhaps our culture now demands it. If you stop to think 
about it, our entire Stock Market is based on the success and 
failures of each company. In this way, you can compare one to 
the other as well as one type to another and thereby make the 
determination of which one to invest with. Perhaps, rather than 
randomly supporting ministries, we should investigate them as 
well to see which are productive and which are not. That is of 
course if you consider your support to be a spiritual, eternal in-
vestment rather than just a random donation. 

     Our Lord said that a city built on a hill cannot be hidden. Ad-
ditionally, a ministry built on a previously ignored, biblical con-
cept, hard work and decades of successes, cannot be hidden 
either. 
 

A            
 ’  ,        

 . 

     This is human nature and it is not wrong to do it, though the 
outcome of doing so may lead to wrong. Though we were the 
first to do this type of missionary work (as Baptists), many have 
followed our lead. I can be jealous over what they accomplish or 
I can be grateful that the Gospel of Christ is being further 



REDEEMING THE TIME 

could not tolerate an equal that but Caesar (Julius) could not 
tolerate a superior. As a result of this pride, the First Triumvirate 
failed with the deaths of Crassus, Pompei and finally Caesar; 
spinning the Roman world into another civil war, again being led 
by men of enormous arrogance and pride. 

     So then, Final Frontiers is neither phenomenal, great, extraor-
dinary, genius or even incomparable; but neither are we exagger-
ators. We have an American staff of six people who raise and 
process the funds to support thousands of preachers and chil-
dren and then collect and compiles their reports, sending them to 
the appropriate sponsors. We publish a magazine to keep you 
informed and educated in missionary work as well as various 
books, podcasts and videos. What we never do is fudge on the 
numbers. We don’t need to. So, as you read the remainder of 
this article, and if you are a naysayer, prepare to accuse us of 
gross exaggeration. If not, prepare to praise the Lord for what He 
allowed us to do last year, through the labors of the preachers 
and the funding of you, our sponsors.  

     Keep in mind please, that what we report is not what we did. 
Final Frontiers is merely a missions organization, it doesn't do 
anything other than train, support and equip the national church 
planters to better do, what they were already doing when we first 
met them. We support only proven, experienced, veteran preach-
ers, not novices. “Our” published accomplishments are only a  
reflection of what their collective accomplishments were.  All this 
being said, let me share with you now what the Lord enabled us 
to do for His glory last year, through the funding of national 
church planters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O  2018 R  S  
 

3,897,342 reported salvation decisions (primarily adults) 

1,356,369 reported baptisms of new converts 

326,869  villages evangelized 

104,428  new churches started 
 

     These numbers are glorious but a little hard to comprehend 
so allow me to break them down into a typical (statistical) one 
hour period during 2018.  Every hour our men saw … 
 

446 souls come to Christ (1 every 8 seconds) 

155  new converts baptized  (1 every 23 seconds) 

37  villages evangelized (1 every minute 40 seconds) 

12 new churches started (1 every 5 minutes) 
 

As the clock ticks away in 2019, you can help us to redeem the 
time by supporting one of our preachers for $50 a month, or just 
giving any amount to help fund and feed them go to the rest of 
the world's unreached. The more of “them” that we help, the 
more that “we” are able to report on. 

Final Frontiers Foundation 
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spread. (I just wish they would stop plagiarizing my writings.) The 
reality of their accomplishments should bring glory to Christ and 
appreciation that we have been able to play a very, very small 
part in their ministry successes. 

     The fear of diminishing yourself by not acknowledging the 
success or contribution of others, becomes a self-fulfilling proph-
ecy because of your pride, not because of their success. 

     But this mentality is not just in missions, I see it also in 
churches. Let me explain. 

    Because some pastors have large churches, pastors of small 
congregations sometimes diminish their own importance by stat-
ing that they only have a small church. The unstated premise is 
that the pastor of a large church is better, smarter, harder work-
ing and more blessed by God, therefore the small-church pastor 
needs to sit and learn from the large-church pastor.  

     I have been in ministry most of my life and have learned that 
often, the large-church pastor has a large church because: 

 He inherited it. 

 He is working among a wealthier people and therefore has 
resources others do not have; resources with which he can 
hire more staff and start more internal ministries (daycare, 
schools, multiple classes, activities, etc.) which attract mem-
bers from other churches. 

 Or, he has started a Bible College and attracted the best and 
brightest from churches across America to come and learn 
under him. These students, rather than building up their 
home churches are now building up his, and a good percent-
age of them will never leave. They go for four years but stay 
for life. 

    In some cases frankly, it would be better for the large-church 
pastor to learn from the small-church pastor. While one has 
much to teach about administration, organization and delegation, 
the other has much to teach about personal relationships and 
actually shepherding a congregation. We need to see both as 
equals and we each need to learn from each other. 
 

A   ,       -
        ,   -

 . 

     The Roman culture was incredibly proud (sound familiar?). 
The Senate was always grateful for the accomplishments of one 
of its generals, just so long as he did not accomplish too much. 
Each vanquished territory meant an immediate and perpetual 
infusion of income to Rome and thereby to the Senators who 
controlled commerce. But it also meant a great infusion of in-
come to the conquering general. Their pride led them to believe 
that to acclaim one too highly was to diminish your own standing. 

     This pride became part of the very DNA of their culture and 
led to its downfall. Every honor and title Julius Caesar attained 
was granted to him by the Senate because they believed he de-
served it, or needed the title to justify what they wanted him to do 
for Rome. For example, three times they appointed him “dictator” 
in order to oversee their aims. It was legal to have that title for 6 
months in order to oversee elections but they granted it to him 
first for one year, later for two years and finally for life. But after 
they gave him the position, they feared he had too much power 
and murdered him to restore Roman tradition.  

     Pompei was already a great general when Caesar was a 
mere and unproven lieutenant. He too was proud but was willing 
to share power — just so long as his partner’s influence and 
power did not exceed his own. It was said of Pompei that he 
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paid for, we get group pictures in each location. These are gener-
ally placed on Facebook and YouTube.  

     This photo below is of some of the children in Cantarranas 
who recently received their school supplies. They are always 
delighted to have school supplies, though like most children, not 
especially delighted to be going back to school. (Can you find 
your child in the photo?) 

     A special thank you to the sponsors who make their feeding, 
medical care and education possible. God bless you. We are now 
in 9 countries helping thousands of children but many more need 
help as well. Will you help us help more? 

     School in America usually begins in mid-August and runs to 
some time in May, but in other countries, the schedule is com-
pletely different. In Honduras for example, the term in public 
schools generally runs from the middle of February to the middle 
of November. Private schools run according to the American 
schedule but that doesn’t affect our ministry, as none of our chil-
dren can afford to be in a private school. 

     Each year at the beginning of school, we purchase uniforms, 
notebooks, pencils, pens, paper and whatever else is needed, 
then we take these supplies, which are provided through the pre-
mium sponsorship, and distribute them to the children. And so 
you can see that they receive what we promised and what you 
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Premium Sponsorship 
 

This is our original program which allows you to choose and support a specific child for $35 monthly, providing daily food, 
school supplies and medial care. Every quarter you’ll letter from your child, directly to you.  

Standard sponsorship  
This newer and effective program, also known as Daily Bread (pg. 22) is for those who give any amount to feed desperately 

hungry children (a dime per meal). In this program you’ll receive a monthly photo, a letter and biography of                            
one of the children worldwide who were benefited by your offering. 

www.tal.world
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Name:  Rin Kimhang 
ID #  6228 
Birthday:  May 22, 2011 
Photo Date: May 16, 2018 
Age:  7 

Other children needing a Sponsor … Now! 
Anyone can sponsor a child and change their life for only $35 a month. It’s easy and rewarding. 

To learn how, see page 23. 

Name:  Allison Yasini Medina 
ID #  6407 
Birthday:  April 8, 2015 
Photo Date: March 11, 2019 
Age:  4 

Name:  Biyika Bellamy 
ID #  6244 
Birthday:  May 8, 2012 
Photo Date: November 1, 2018 
Age:  7 

Name:  Leo Ivanikov 
ID #  6295 
Birthday:  December 11, 2011 
Photo Date: November 13. 2018 
Age:  7 

We currently have children waiting to be sponsored in  
Honduras, Ukraine, Uganda, Ghana, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Myanmar, Cambodia, and India.  

Take a look at our website to learn more about them. www.TAL.WORLD 
 

For those who cannot commit to $35 for monthly sponsorship, you can give any amount to our D  B  fund.  
This program feeds hungry children who are still waiting for a sponsor. They won’t get school supplies,  

a school uniform or medical care but they will get life saving, nutritious and delicious food.  
It takes us only 13 cents to feed a child.  See page 22 for more explanation. 

CAMBODIA 

UKRAINE 

HONDURAS 

UGANDA 
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his support is already raised. This means that every pastor of his 
supporting churches have no idea biblically, what a missionary is 
and does. No wonder we have not fulfilled the Great Commission, 
we don’t even understand what it is. 

     As I have already said, I have been contacted by a number of 
pastors and others who also see this downward trend of biblical 
ignorance and are concerned. Let me give you the details of a 
few of these recent conversations. These are real. 

     One pastor told me of a lady his church supports as an Eng-
lish teacher. She is delinquent in writing reports and though her 
home is only a few miles from his church, during her last three 
furloughs, she hasn't called or come by to visit and report.  My 

son spoke to her and 
she proudly told him 
that after months of 
building a relationship, 
she had finally led a 
lady to Christ. 

     Being an English 
teacher is a great and 
needy profession. My 
mother was a career 
teacher and I too 
taught school in my 
tentmaking days. Ad-
ditionally, the ability to 
speak English as a 
citizen of a foreign 
land, is of infinite val-
ue; but wouldn’t it be 
better if she was paid 
by the school rather 
than by churches back 
home?  Why should 
churches in America 
pay someone to teach 

English when they could get paid by a private school to teach? 
After hours, they could even donate their time to teach poor chil-
dren in the local churches, expanding their ministry. I’m just ask-
ing. 

     By the way, in the country where this particular “missionary” is 
teaching — English is the official language already being taught 
in public schools. It makes no sense. It’s like being supported as 
a missionary to teach French in Paris or Italian in Rome or Greek 
in Athens. My only question is — where do I apply? 

     I’m not trying to discourage anyone from teaching English or 
doing any other ministry. In fact, I wish thousands of laymen and 
laywomen who are just warming a seat in their home churches 
would venture out to help church-planting missionaries, whether 
American or Nationals. I just wish they would not consume mis-
sionary funds to do it. Why? Because every dollar used to pay an 
English teacher, airplane mechanic, doctor, children's worker, 
cook or camp counselor, etc. is a dollar that should have and 
could have been used to support a missionary (church planter) 
whether he be an American or a National. Unfortunately, most 
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By Jon Nelms      
 

     There are marvelous cultural developments that have oc-
curred in modern-day Christianity, yet some that seem wonder-
ful, in the end, have produced tragic results. One of these is our 
missions stewardship. 

     Almost one hundred years ago, the famous Scottish Baptist 
pastor, Oswald Chambers, wrote a devotional manuscript that 
was later compiled and entitled, My Upmost for His Highest. The 
title alone gives sufficient insight as to the purpose of the book 
and the life-long intent of its author. This book, by the way, was 
compiled by his widow after his death and has never been out of 
print, since the initial run. 

     Though not a missionary, the title of his devotional typically 
exemplifies how most Christians view missionaries. And I do 
believe, after studying the lives of such men as Carey and Jud-
son, Peyton and Studd, Livingstone and Goforth, Martyn and 
Wesley, that such assumptions of their virtue and character 
would hold true.  We only know about these “great” missionaries 
because someone took the time to write about them, but what of 
those who labored alone, unknown, suffering the trials of pagan 
cultures and perishing without ever enjoying the accolades of the 
printed page? What about the national missionaries who live off 
a handful of rice a day and trek trough tiger-infested jungles, 
crossing crocodile laden rivers. They have no car, no income, no 
board and no support; they have only a call and a burden to 
reach the villages that are yet unreached. Our lack of knowledge 
about them in no way diminishes the excellence of their ministry. 
I suspect that the greatest missionaries of each generation are 
those known only to Heaven.  

     I believe there are still legions of excellent missionaries serv-
ing around the world. But I know that there are many who have 
never reached their pinnacle and some make no effort to try. 

     I am constantly and continually contacted by laymen, pastors, 
evangelists, and yes, even missionaries who bemoan the reality 
of my last statement. It seems that in the last several decades 
something has changed. Missionaries have morphed from being 
church planting pioneers, targeting tribes and villages where 
Christ is neither named or known, to being pastors of established 
congregations in already evangelized cities. Where are those 
willing to live in a village rather than a city, willing to ride a mule 
rather than drive an SUV, and eager to plant new works rather 
than pastor an established work? 

     I have no quarrel against those who seek a comfortable life, 
and if you can have one as a missionary, more power to you; but 
if you choose to forsake your call for comfort, then where is your 
upmost for His highest? 

     In my generation, we began to further dilute the definition of 
what it means to be a missionary and following generations have 
continued the process. We now have missionaries to Atlanta, 
GA, a metro area with at least 3,000 Baptist churches. We have 
missionary plumbers, missionary mechanics, missionaries to the 
fashion industry on Manhattan and recently I saw a prayer card 
for a “Missionary to Churches in America”! That’s an oxymoron.  

     It’s sad to me that a person, trained in ministry, can think it 
possible to be a missionary to churches — saved and baptized 
bodies of Believers — but sadder still is that he has nearly half of 

K I N G D O M  C U LT U R E  
Modern America’s Misinformed  

missionary support trends  

My father Mack Nelms and my eldest 
brother Ben traveled with me to Thai-
land in 1987. Ben took this photo of the 
Nongpam Lahu tribal village where a 
church had recently been planted by 
an unsupported, national missionary 
from the Akha tribe, (forefront) who 
started scores of such churches 
among converts in villages unknown  
to the world but not to God. 
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churches see nothing wrong with using missions money to support 
non-missionaries doing ministry, yet on the other hand, they would 
never dream of using missions money to pay their mortgage or 
staff salaries. This double-standard needs to be examined. 

     In other calls, several pastors found that nearly half the mis-
sionaries they support have for several years been back home, 
living in the United States and had never informed them; they just 
keep receiving the monthly support as if they deserved it. When 
one pastor called the mission board (most were from the same 
board), he learned that the board was aware but did not feel the 
responsibility to inform the supporting churches. 

     Yet another pastor told me that his church had been supporting 
a missionary to South Korea for years, only to learn that he was in 
fact, living in Los Angeles California. When pressed regarding the 
misinformation about his ministry, the missionary defended himself 
by saying he is “witnessing” to the Koreans who live in his area. 
After rebounding from the shock of this revelation, the pastor in-
vestigated and found that this was not the only instance of false 
advertising they had been supporting with their missions funds. 

     It is wonderful to have a burden to reach a certain people 
group, but as I have often stated, you can find such peoples here 
without even having to go overseas.  If you are called to a people 
who live in a closed country, it is still possible to reach those living 
here rather than ignoring your call and doing nothing. There are 
people from every closed and restricted country in the world living 
right here in our neighborhoods, so reach them. But if you tell 
churches that you are called to go to Korea, then go to Korea not 
to West Los Angeles. Get a job and work for a living, go door to 
door, meet the Koreans living around you, eat at their restaurants, 
shop at their stores, get to know them, make friends with them and 
start a church that way. That’s how Paul did it, so it can’t be wrong. 

     Each church is autonomous. You can spend your missions 
money however you please and I have absolutely no say so in 
your decision. But I write as a 63-year-old preacher who has 
worked in various pastoral positions in some of American’s largest 
churches before spending 33 years as a missionary. I may not 
know much, but I know missions, both in practice and in theology; 
and I know that what we are funding as missions is often ministry,  
not missions — whether it be by supporting professionals that as-
sist the missionary or men masquerading as missionaries who 
have never started even a single church, must less multiple ones.  

     Remember, James was never called a “missionary” because he 
wasn’t one, he was the Pastor of the church in Jerusalem. On the 
other hand, neither was Luke ever called a missionary, though he 
wrote Luke and Acts. He devoted his life to traveling with the Apos-
tle Paul and helped him in all his labors. He was a doctor, minister-
ing to the missionary and his churches (ministry means to serve) 
and was evidently satisfied to serve un-diminished by not using the 
title of “missionary”. 

     The lesson is, be proud of the calling God has given you and be 
public about it, doing your upmost for His highest. 

     Living in Honduras is just such a man, Keith Penny (at left). As 
he grew closer to retirement age from AT&T he went on a V -

 T  to see our work and decided that is where he 
wanted to live his final years in service 
to the Lord. Keith will be the first to tell 
you that he is not a “missionary” but 
he certainly has a mission; and that is 
to assist our ministry in any way he 
can. Keith is not an employee, he 
does not punch a clock and lives pri-
marily on his pension. There are a few 
people, and I mean a very few, who 
offer him some support, not so much 
for himself but to help him minister to 
the people. Keith spends days each 
week with Pastor Carlos Ochoa evan-
gelizing on the street, in prisons, in 
hospitals and now in the garbage 

dump. Keith, if you ask him, will tell you that he is not a mission-
ary, though he has helped us in starting several new churches; 
he will even say that he is not a preacher, though when called 
on, he can do so. Keith is a servant of God, a true minister, de-
livering food, transporting the sick to the hospital, soulwinning, 
and even providing scholarships to deserving and needy teen-
agers so they can continue in school. He does what he does 
well, but never calls himself a missionary because he is not one, 
he is a minister and frankly, we need legions of just such men 
and women who will move overseas part time or full time and 
help missionaries and national churches — people who could 
live off their pension, social security and perhaps a little support 
from family, friends and their home church. 

     You may wonder why to me, the title matters so much. It 
matters because much of the world has already been reached 
by our faithful and aggressive missionaries. The peoples of the 
world, right or wrong, look to American preachers as being the 
authority on what the Bible teaches.  

     Once upon a time, someone decided that though the verb 
baptize means “to make fully wet”, they would apply it to putting 
a drop of water on a forehead or pouring a trickle of water on 
top of the head. As their influence and teaching grew, the defini-
tion of the word was diminished and literally changed. Today, 
the majority of people in the world would define baptism as a 
drip or trickle rather than an immersion. Some would say that 
such a change is not important, that the ceremony is the im-
portant thing. After all, what if you live in the Sahara and there is 
not water sufficient to be immersed in. I would argue that every 
jot and every tittle of God’s Word matters. 

     Baptism, as immersion, was originally the God-ordained sign 
of repentance and acceptance of Christ, proclaiming one had 
turned from his sin and accepted Christ as his sacrifice, and that 
he was in essence crucified with Christ, buried and raised again 
to new life. What a beautiful ritual for someone who has turned 
from paganism to Christ, from spiritual darkness to light. Now 
however, it is done to babies to supposedly secure their salva-
tion. They now grow up believing they are secure because of a 
ceremony they can’t even remember, no need for repentance, 
no need for salvation, no need for Christ.  

     So, does changing the meaning of the word missionary really 
matter? Yes. 

     When we teach for example, that a missionary is someone 
who leaves his home to pastor in a foreign land, the national 
churches begin to believe and teach the same. As a result, you 
now have pastors in El Salvador that move to Honduras and 
rather than getting a job to support their family, as they used to 
do and as they did while pastoring in El Salvador, they raise 
support to be a “missionary". And who can blame them? Why 
work for a living if you can get churches to pay you a salary 
without working? There is no accountability, just a quarterly 
letter home or a few Facebook postings. And by the way for 
those of you who are geographically challenged, El Salvador 
and Honduras border each other, they eat the same foods, 
speak the same language, wear the same clothes and read the 
same Bible. In remote areas where borders are not defined, 
your front door could be in El Salvador and your back door in 
Honduras. I suppose that could be beneficial, as a preacher, he 
could pastor a church across the street from his front door and 
be a pastor and also a church across the street from his back 
door and be a missionary.  Same preacher, same sermon, 
same people, but a different location. Now he has an interna-
tional ministry and can justify two incomes. Just think if he 
moved just a bit north he could be on the border of El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala! 

     While we at Final Frontiers can refer you to scores of proven, 
national church planters around the world, (after all, that is why 
we exist) we can also recommend you to successful, veteran, 
American missionaries whose works could benefit by additional 
support. Want to know more? Give us a call. 

 



20 

Second Quarter 2019 -  Progress Report 

     Where is this?  Morocco? Jordan? 
Turkey? No it’s Syria and to be more 
precise, it’s Damascus.  In fact, it’s a 
place long known as Straight Street. 
That’s right, the same one you read 
about in the Bible. 

     Now, you may wonder why I am fea-
turing this location, but all I can say is, 
besides its historical and biblical signifi-
cance; there are other reasons. Let’s just 
leave it at that. 

     In 2005 I, Jon Nelms, traveled there 
and took this photo. This is the same 
street where Paul was taken after being 
blinded by the radiance of Christ on the 
road to Damascus. He was traveling on 
what was known as the King’s Highway, 
a road that was already more than a 
thousand years old and had been used 
by Rameses the Great in his Syrian ex-
pedition. From there he traveled a bit 
north to battle the Hittite army. They 
claimed they won, while he claimed the 
victory for himself. (If you watch the Rus-
sel Crow movie where he plays the role 
of Moses, it opens with a scene depicting 
this battle. Moses, before exile was the 
general of the Egyptian army, but not 
under Rameses the Great, he would not 
be born for another two hundred years. 
That’s Hollywood for you.) 

     The entrance from the King’s Highway 
into the city is through a gate that is just 
about twenty feet from the entrance to 
Straight Street. Paul no doubt passed 
through the gate, then road on another 
twenty feet and turned right. (see top 
photo, the street entrance is just beyond 
the blue van) He then found lodging in 
one of these homes on this little street 
that is only about 3-4 blocks long. There 
is a beautiful and spacious home at the 
end of the street with an underground 
chapel that is reported to be the home of 
Ananias where Paul lodged; (and sup-
posedly served as a hiding place for 
Christians during the persecutions. If so, 
considering why Paul was coming to 
Damascus, some may have been hiding 
there when he was brought into the 
home. But that is purely speculation.) 

     It is likely that somewhere near this 
spot, Paul was let over the wall at night, 
in a basket because the Jews were seek-
ing to kill him. (2nd  photo) 

     Once you arrive at the dead end, at 
the home of Ananias, if you turn left 
and walk another quarter mile at the 
most, you will come upon the Umayyad 
Mosque (3rd photo), which at that time, 
was the Jewish Synagogue for Damas-
cus. (Before that it was the Roman 
temple to Jupiter and aft wards, before 
being rebuilt as a mosque, it was the 
Church of St. John the Baptist. It is an 
enormous, palatial compound. As you 
enter in the courtyarded, to your right is 
the assembly area where Paul suppos-
edly preached, arousing the anger of 
the Jewish leaders. Today there is a 
smaller structure build inside it, about 
the size of a three-car garage, that 
supposedly contains the head of John 
the Baptist. Strangely, there are at 
least six other locations that boast the 
same claim. Being “double-minded” is 
one thing, but having seven heads is 
an entirely different matter. 

     Interestingly, for those of you who 
like history, on the outside of the far 
wall, there is a little street that runs 
parallel to the street where Ananias 
supposedly lived. There you will find a 
small covey containing a tiny “Chapel” 
and the grave of Saladin the Great. 
(bottom photo) 

     Unfortunately, most of what you see 
here has been destroyed in the past 
five years. Even the majority of Chris-
tian believers have been annihilated; 
but no force on earth can eradicate 
God’s love or message and today, the 
remnant of Believers is growing again. 
 

F   D  … 

 It is considered the oldest occu-
pied city in the world.   

 Chedorlaomer, the king whom 
Abraham defeated in Genesis 14 ruled 
there. 

 Eliezer, Abraham’s servant was 
from Damascus.    

 David built a garrison there. 

 Some believe it was named for 
Damashaq, the great-grandson of 
Shem. In the Arabic tongue even to-
day, Syria is called the “land of Shem”.          

The Story Behind the Stories 
Interesting and amusing backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  Workers  

and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about. 
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The D  B  Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not yet sponsored 
through our T  A L   
program. See page 23. 
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     Every now and then when I am overseas, I have to go a while 
without food. Being a diabetic for thirty years, I know the im-
portance of having access to food. In my experience, when the 
blood sugar drops, if food is not immediately given (and I mean 
immediately) I begin to sweat, shake, slur my words, become 
unable to reason or communicate. At that time I am only at best,  
a few minutes away from a diabetic seizure. Once that happens 
whoever is with me, family or friend, will have to pour some form 
of liquid sugar into my mouth. Once swallowed, within a few 
minutes, I am back to normal, though weak, confused and tired.  
Recently while in Honduras, my good friend and associate, Keith 
Penny, played the role of the knight in shining armor as we were 
on our way to minister at Tegucigalpa’s garbage dump. Had he 
not been with me, I would have been in serious trouble. For dia-
betics like me, a few minutes in a seizure leads to a coma, then 
death. Food is important. Very important; even if you’re not hun-
gry. But imagine if you are! 

     In this occasion I wasn’t really hungry, it’s just that the activity 
and heat (and they say stress) had burned off the sugar in my 
blood and sugar is what the brain eats, so without it, the brain 
begins to shut down. 

     Sometimes this has happened while on a mountain top, in a 
jungle or in places like India or Africa, where we just couldn’t find 
a “store” along the roadside to buy a coke or candy bar. But 
rarely have I ever been hungry. I have never had to go more 
than a day or two without food. However, most of the world lives 
that way day after day. Here are a few interesting facts … 

 795 million people are unhealthy and inactive due to a lack 
of sufficient food. That’s one out of every nine people on 
Earth. 

 In developing countries, 12.9% of the people are undernour-
ished. 

 In Africa, one out of four people are undernourished. 

 And one out of four of the world’s children are stunted due 
to hunger. 

     The most undernourished region of the world is Asia. Two-
thirds of the people there are hungry. And that is a place where 
F  F  and T   L  has as many as two-thirds 
of the preachers and children we support. 

     In Honduras, where our children’s work through T   
L  and D  B  are best known, many children wake in 
the morning knowing they have nothing to eat and wonder if they 
will be fortunate to eat at all that day. In other places, they won-

It now takes only a dime a day to feed a hungry child through our D  B  ministry. 

$20    200   S  L     .  ( '   10¢ !) 

 

Have you ever been hungry?   I mean really hungry? 

der if they will eat that week! 

     In 1992 we began the predecessor of Touch a Life in East 
India with a program called C  C . In 2005 we relaunched 
it as T   L , giving it a higher level of service. And though 
the blessing of seeing children sponsored at $35 monthly with 
daily food, school supplies, medical care, etc. excited us, it didn’t 
take long to see that at such a rate, we will never meet the cur-
rent needs, much less the future. So, around 2010 my daughter 
Sara came up with the idea of having another option for those 
who want to help feed children, but cannot afford $35 monthly. 
She named it D  B  and the idea caught on. Now we 
were able, through combined smaller gifts, help more children 
without the need for school supplies, etc. — just food, and plenty 
of it. 

     I think in the future, this program will become the standard 
bearer for us. We will always allow families in the United States 
to choose a child to sponsor with the full benefits of our premium 
program, but many people are not able to give $35 a month for 
one child and would rather give $%, $10 or $20 a month to help 
feed multiple children. They are not interested in getting a quar-
terly letter from “A” child, but will be blessed to receive a letter 
from one of the many children their donation feeds. And isn’t that 
what it’s all about?  

     To think that for about 10¢ (or less), you can feed a meal to a 
child is miraculous. How is it possible?  

 In the T   L  program, we have to have and pay for a 
facility, utilities, staff, etc. These are expenses that far sur-
pass the cost of the food. 

 With the D  B  , we need only provide the 
food to a local church whose volunteer members prepare 
and distribute the food, along with Bible lessons, songs, 
games, etc. It is that church’s ministry — that we fund. 

     Imagine getting a letter and a photo of just one of the children 
who were blessed by your offering. A different child from a differ-
ent country most every month. In fact, every giver will receive the 
letter, ridding us the expense for overseas staff to distribute, col-
lect and translate individual letters from individual children for 
their individual sponsors. Sure, the premium sponsorship will 
continue, but we hope moving forward, to interest more of you in 
compounding the benefit of your donation by helping not one 
child for $35, but perhaps with the same amount, providing up to 
350 meals for children who live with hunger on a daily basis. 

     Tomorrow when they wake up, they won’t have to wonder if 
they will have food to eat, because it’s waiting for them at church. 



 

I want to receive the Progress Report by Email 
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____________________________________________________ 

 
  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________ 
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Please contact me regarding:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
Please send me information on your auto-debit program  

 

  Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________  
 
  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________ 

NATIONAL PREACHER You can go to our website to choose a preacher or 
simply call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy 
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, and since we get most preachers two 
sponsors, you have the option of providing double sponsorship ($100.00 monthly) 
if you prefer.  The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 support of our ministry 
and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accountability overseas. This 
gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as providing for immediate 
emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount is used overseas.  
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher at least three 
times annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully 
passed through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be 
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church 
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry. 
 

TEAM  Sponsorship is requested in increments of at least $10.00 monthly.  
TEAM stands for Together Effectively Advancing the Ministry.  Supported 
preachers function in groups for accountability purposes but they often 
collectively lack ministry tools that can be useful.  The purpose of the TEAM 
funding is to provide each group with money to be used for such things as 
printing literature, buying bicycles for the traveling evangelists, emergency relief, 
and funding preachers who do not yet have a sponsor.  Each trimester as the 
funds are mailed abroad, the national coordinator in each nation is asked to fill out a TEAM Report Form which we will copy and send to you. This will 
give you a first hand report of how your funds were effectively used to advance the ministry in that land. This program allows those who cannot afford 
full sponsorship to still have a part in supporting national preachers. 
 

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, 
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. 
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship. 
 

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic 
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered 
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the 
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored chil-
dren. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324. 
 

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unspon-
sored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unspon-
sored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center. 
 

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s 
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations. 
 

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support 
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four. 
 

AUDIO BIBLES  is an enhanced “dramatized audio Bible” in native tongues. These tools are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to 
start or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that they present the Gospel in many languages where it does not exist in printed form. Nanos 
cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. 
 

THE POWER PACK contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator or 
four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in two forms. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The pricing and details can be seen at 
www.ThePowerPack.world 
 

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or for the support of one of our MISSIONARY REPRESENTATIVES, whether monthly or 
a one time gift,  will be applied 100% as designated. 
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P  G  - such as a bequest in your will or a 
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 

in your life insurance - is a way you can help us 
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this 
world, even when you have passed on to the next - 

and its easy to do. 
 

For help, contact your personal  
estate planner or let us refer you to one.  

 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc. 

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434 
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535 
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little known facts about … the World’s Growing Muslim Population 
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Around the World 

2010—2050 

Using the span of 40 years, just one 
generation, the world is expected reli-
giously, to experience a dramatic 
change. How will this effect your sen-
ior years, the lives of your children, 
your  grandchildren and beyond? 

2010 Religious Population 

 2,900,000,000 Christian  

 1,600,000,000 Muslim 

2050 Trending Religious Population 

 2,900,000,000 Christian 

 2,760,000,000 Muslims 

What does this mean? 

Considering that there is a “0” percent-
age growth rate anticipated for Christi-
anity; (chart at right) we had better get 
back to our Biblical roots of evange-
lism and missions rather than our 
modern, self-centered worship.  

https://www.facebook.com/finalfrontiers

