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Cover  Photo...

     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the 
FINAL FRONTIERS FOUNDATION INC., whose purpose is to 
effectively take the Gospel to the more than three billion souls 
who have never yet heard it.  Currently we are ministering in over 
eighty countries; many of which are closed to foreign 
missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal 
groups is restricted to national preachers only; thus they are 
open to us because of our unique method of missions. 
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national 
preachers is the most efficient and effective method of global 
evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from 
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are 
actively involved in church planting and discipleship. 
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their 
doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and ministry experience.  We 
support only those who are serving by faith, never those who are 
waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average 
preacher in a third-world country needs as little as only $35.00 - 
$350.00 each month to support his family and ministry. 
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible translation and 
distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health programs, handicap and 
leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, churches, etc. who choose to select and 
support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where and as 
needed.  
 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23: 
 

     Most of these have articles within each issue of the Progress Report dedicated to their purpose and to provide accountability for those who support 
those causes.  
 

Executive Board of Directors: 
 

     FINAL FRONTIERS, a non-profit, religious corporation, was founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Executive 
Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Gene Carpenter (Vice President), Rev. Michael Horne 
(Secretary), Rev. Don Prosser, Mr. Ralph Wills, Rev. Steve Ware, and Rev. Anthony Lamb. Further council is provided by those serving on the 
national Boards of Advisors. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the ministry's evangelistic outreach.  FINAL 
FRONTIERS is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Annual copies of the ministry's 990 
form are available online at Guidestar.com and elsewhere or upon request by contacting the home office. 
 

International Offices/Directors: 
 

     International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and are staffed by national and regional coordinators 
who are approved by the Executive Board of Directors. Parallel oversight of many regions is provided by our Directors of Expansion. These Directors 
are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving national preachers 
who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these positions for us based upon their knowledge, 
experience and location on site. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

     For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a speaker for your church or mission conference, please 
contact our home office: 
 

Final Frontiers Foundation           Telephone:  (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324 
1200 Peachtree St.            Email:  webmaster@finalfrontiers.org 
Louisville, GA 30434  USA                         

 

Legal: 
 

“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 501 C3 administered 
by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries are also administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the 
Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon 
request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. 
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Date:    November 2016 
 
 

Location:  Mae Sai, Myanmar 
 
Subject:   Jon meets with Ah Gaw, his wife and Paul Chirmir. These 
were two of the first preachers that Final Frontiers supported beginning 
in 1986 and both are from the Akha tribe. Today Ah Gaw has nearly100 
churches in China, Laos and Myanmar and Paul works in Laos and 
Thailand. These three “old men” began their work together thirty years 
ago. Jon’s first meeting with them can be seen in the cover photo and 
main story in our Second Quarter 2016 Progress Report which you can 
see online. In this picture they are looking at the old photos in that issue. 

 



on the field in a useful manner, beyond their expectations; please 
share this new program with them. It is likely that whatever Bible 
College they attend will offer credit for their time of service. 

     As we work out the kinks and negotiate with various Bible 
Colleges, this program will likely develop into a degree program 
that will  cover a two year period by which we select (from the 
interns who participate) those whom we want to invest our lives in, 
giving them ongoing mentoring in missions. They will receive a 
certificate from our School of Missions. Our goal is to produce an 
elite corps of missionaries, unlike any group the world has ever 
seen. I’ll share more about this in issues to come, explain the 
curriculum, etc. but for now, just know your young men and ladies 
can enroll in our Internship program and get their names on the 
list of potential candidates for our full program. 
 

A    … 

     One of our PowerPack users in Uganda has written to tell us 
that they have some parts that need to be replaced. They have 
used their unit for over 100 showings and some of the 
components (which were in our earlier models) have worn out. 
They have been cannibalizing parts from other technologies but it 
is not as effective as what we put into each of our units. If you 
have some spare funds that can be donated for this cause it will 
be most helpful. Also the Brothers in Myanmar are asking for 
anyone who will donate so that a unit can be built and shipped to 
them. 
 

G  N  ... 

I have just returned from Egypt and have seen first hand the 
possibility of what we can do in that region. Relief for the victims 
of persecution has become a great part of our overall ministry but 
by God’s goodness the need for relief has greatly diminished over 
the past few years as the Lord has given us favor in the eyes of 
some of our persecutors. Even those who hate us respect us. Still 
however, the occasional beatings and persecution continue to 
occur, especially in places where our network is not as developed 
as it is in other regions. We would like to replenish our dwindling  
emergency fund so when needs arrive we can act quickly and 
hopefully not have to again burden you with continual requests.  
 

N      … 

     Every year at this time we report on what was accomplished in 
the previous year and in the lifetime of our ministry. On the next 
page we have provided you with a summary of that data, based 
on the reports we have received from our preachers and various 
ministry directors. You are going to be amazed and probably 
tempted to think that our reports are exaggerated. Trust me when 
I tell you they are not. We have data files to back up every statistic 
and every number we report. Truthfully some reports never arrive 
thus they are never tabulated, so the true results you read are 
diminished by the reality that only God knows. Remember to give 
God the glory for the great things He has done! 

    Yours for souls, 

Jon and Nolin Nelms 
JNELMS@FINALFRONTIERS.ORG   

800‐522‐4324 EXT.110 
706‐955‐4916 EXT.110 
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Final Frontiers Foundation 

     You are reading this as we have recently returned for our 
30th anniversary trip to Thailand where our ministry started. We 
were able to see old friends and renew our work with them - and 
not surprisingly, their ministries have grown so large. We were 
also able to meet new friends who will benefit from our help over 
the years to come.  

     Nolin and I were in Thailand, Myanmar and Cambodia along 
with Joshua Martyn, our videographer. My son Daniel, his wife 
Nolvia and their two girls, Valentina and Elizabeth, along with a 
friend, Paul Clevenger, were with us for the first two weeks. 
Taking Daniel and my daughter Sara to Thailand when they were 
small children impacted their lives so much that Daniel wanted to 
bring his girls over at a young age as well, hoping to have the 
same impact on them. I think his plan worked well. 

     The feature article in this issue will cover a synopsis of what 
we did while there through the eyes of Joshua Martyn, who 
accompanied us. I hope you will enjoy reading it.  
 

I     ... 

     This is the annual issue where we reveal what was 
accomplished in the previous year and in our, now 30 year 
lifetime of service together. But in reality, this glance backward 
serves to reveal a firm foundation upon which we will continue to 
build for the next 30 years or for however long the Lord permits 
us. A foundation is just a place upon which to build the 
superstructure. It is not the end of the project but rather the 
beginning. Reviewing the slab we have poured in the past three 
decades (with God’s wisdom and help) only serves to help us 
imagine the ever-expanding missions edifice that will be built 
upon it in years to come, if we stay faithful to the Lord and you to 
us. There is no doubt that neither you nor I will live to see that 
structure with our physical eyes; but I am confident that we will 
have the thrill to observe it from a Heavenly viewpoint.  So as 
you read of the souls saved, the churches started, the value in 
conversions and churches planted by the various branches of 
our ministry, I know you will be amazed. Ecclesiastes 4:13 
demonstrates that we work better when we don’t work alone. It 
concludes by saying that a cord made of three strands is not 
easily broken. We have followed that principle in the 
establishment of our ministry and in the way we endeavor to 
perform it. The power, wisdom and direction comes from Him 
(strand 1), the funds and prayers from you (strand 2), the labor 
and accomplishments from the national preachers (strand 3). But 
when all is said and done, the glory - all of it - belongs to Him.  
 

O       -  ... 

     One new item that I want to draw your attention to can be 
found on page 22. It is our Missionary Internship program. For 
the last several years we have had interns spend from a week to 
a month with us in Honduras and they have expressed a desire 
to return and to gain greater instruction and experience during 
their time. I am developing a program that will introduce 
missionary “hopefuls” to our philosophy and exhausting, hands-
on experience for a month at a time. If you know a young man 
who plans to be a missionary or a young lady wanting to serve 
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By Jon Nelms, Founder 
 
This note is written below our stats on page 24. Let 
me print it here again to shed light on the results of 
our ministry. 

 
     For 30 years we have only reported what was accomplished 
by the preachers we directly supported. Beginning now we are 
making you aware of a more realistic total of our ministry results 
by including their ongoing results as well.  Since our church 
planters start and lead/pastor churches that also start churches, 
for now on the numbers we provide will reflect that total, based 
on the reports we have received from the field.  

     There are many things we do that are never mentioned. For 
example, in our reporting there is no mention of the twelve 
churches that I have started around the world. Why? Because 
this is not the Jon Nelms ministry. It is Final Frontiers, and we 
existed to proclaim and support the works of national church 
planters.  

In the early years when we had yet to start 300 churches, some 
openly assumed that we were being less than honest with our 
reporting, so we naturally scaled back on any reports we gave. 
And we made sure that every number was supported by a re-
port we had received. In the past thirty years we have kept eve-
ry single report and can therefore verify our labors. Of course 
there were many years that from some places, like the Middle 
East, China, Vietnam, etc. we did not report. Vietnam alone had 
for years over 15% of our totals preachers and yet we did not 
report their labors because they could not get reports to us on a 
regular basis. God knew what they were accomplishing even if 
we, and therefore you, did not. 

     But in the past year, technology has allowed us to be able to 
verify, not only what the individual preacher does with his time 
but also what the church, under his leadership is doing. Yes, 
that should have been included all along but we were con-
cerned that the numbers would be so staggering that no one 
would believe it.  

     The first chart above shows what was verifiably accom-
plished by our men and their churches just in 2016. The second 
gives a lifetime total which coincides with the end of the 30th 
anniversary of our ministry. It is easy to get overwhelmed by 
sheer numbers alone so we break it down for you statistically to 
show what the numbers actually represent.  For example, it is 
incomprehensible for us to say that our preachers and the FF 
churches  had 1,790,369 salvations during the year; but it blows 
your mind to realize that comes out to: 

 A conversion every 18 seconds (mostly adults by the way) 

 A baptism every 49 seconds (that’s a 36% baptism rate) 

 A village evangelized every 3 minutes and 20 seconds 

A     … 
 S     2016  
 H  ’    1986  2016 

First Quarter 2017 -  Progress Report 

 A new church started every 10 minutes, 40 seconds 

     The Lord has done great things for us and through us and we 
are so glad to be a part of His team. Take the time to look over 
our year’s results and our lifetime results. Remember that all this 
is done for his glory and reported for His glory and that the nation-
al preachers who did the work and the sponsors who supported 
them to do so (at $50 monthly sponsorship) are the ones who 
should be and will be eternally honored. 

     We stand between them and you to find them, qualify them, 
process your funds to them and their reports to you - and to main-
tain their spiritual, moral and activity accountability. I don’t know of 
another ministry that can verifiably provide you with this kind of 
“bang for the buck” or accountability. And this is only a part of all 

     S   2016   

      villages  churches  

  saved baptized evangelized started 

Total      1,790,369 648,340 157,770 49,300 

Monthly Avg. 149,197 29,028 13,148 4,108 

Daily Avg. 4,905 1,776 432 135 

Equals one every   
18 seconds 

one every  
49 seconds 

one every 
 3 minutes 
20 seconds 

one every    
10 minutes 
40 seconds  

  S   1987 - 2016  
(      ) 

      villages  churches  

  saved baptized evangelized started 

Total 3,040,237 1,060,407 261,196 82,906 

Monthly Avg. 8,445 2,946 726 230 

Daily Avg. 278 97 24 8 
 

Equals 

 

one every  
5 minutes  

 

 

one every    
15 minutes 

 

one every  
hour 

 

one every     
3 hours  

OUR 30 YEAR  
ANNIVERSARY RESULTS 
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Final Frontiers Foundation 

Every quarter, those who support a preacher ($50 monthly) or TEAM of preachers ($20 monthly) receive a personal 
two-page report verifying the receipt of their support and showing how it was used. It is then recorded into our data 
files for public viewing. Here is a recent sample; reduced to one page. (For more information see page 23.) 

MISSIONARY REPORT FORM  -  October through December 2016 
Final Frontiers Foundation:    Telephone: 706-955-4916    Fax: 706-262-2894    Email: letters@finalfrontiers.org 
 
 
 
National Preacher’s Name:  Daniel Kwami Amegah 

Country:    Ghana 

Today’s Date:    February 5, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the last four months: 
1. Have you been involved in starting any new churches?  Yes If so how many? 9  

2. Have you evangelized any new villages?   Yes If so how many? 63  

3. How many have been saved by your witness and/or preaching? 134 

4. How many have been baptized?    68      

 
Please share your prayer request with your Ministry Partner. 
 

I have a one week program in a town called Shen’gu as a crusade and I would want my ministry partner to help 
me in prayers. (see photo below of witnessing and training women for the upcoming crusade) 
 
List three specific ministry activities that you have been involved with recently. 
 

1. Fasting 
2. The crusade in Shen’gu 
3. Soul winning 
 
Praise report — Please share a testimony of what God is doing in your ministry and/or life. 
 

A woman who has been married for six years without any pregnancy became preg-
nant and gave birth after she came to me for prayers. (see photo of dedication)  
A man who has been sick for almost two years now received healing after he came to 
me for prayers. 
 
What are your overall goals for the next four months? 
 

By the special grace of God I want to organize a one 
week crusade in Shen’gu.  
 
How is your family? Or have your spouse/child(ren) write to 
your Ministry Partner. 
      

By His mercy God is with my family and they are 
healthy and strong. I have a wife and four children. 
 
Please tell you Ministry Partner how grateful you are for their 
help and sacrifice. Tell them how you used the funds they sent 
to you. 
 

I want to thank God for the life of my ministry part-
ners for supporting always and that support helps me a 
lot to do the work o food and to feed my family and 
also fuel my motorbike.  God bless them richly. 
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By Jon Nelms 
 
     Gilbert Amevor, a T  working with Pastor Daniel Sap-
por in Ghana, recently wrote a short note of thanks for his fund-
ing. He informed us that in the previous quarter he had helped 
to start two new churches having led his own team to complete 
saturation evangelism in three villages. In his witnessing and 
preaching he had 82 people converted and had already bap-
tized 20 of them. Regarding several of these converts he wrote: 
“God has been good to us. We were able to share our faith with 
the village chief and he made a profession of faith together with 
his three wives. Praise the Lord.” 

 

W       T  P  ... 

     The T  P  is several years old already but in 
2016 we saw an 888 %  increase in the number of T  
we support, due to the administrative and organizing efforts of 
Michael Horne and Daniel Nelms. In 2015 we were supporting 
only 18 Timothys but in 2016 we saw that number increase to 
178. Remarkably, in this past year alone our Timothys: 

 Evangelized 1,219 villages 

 Started 362 new churches 

 Converted  10,609 people 

 Baptized 2,331 people 

 

Y        … 

     There are many young men in third world countries who 
want to attend a Bible College but unfortunately, this is not al-
ways because of a desire to minister. It is often for the purpose 
of receiving a diploma with which they will be able to acquire a 
better paying job. In such countries, any diploma will boost your 
future prospects for employment and higher wages. As a result, 
much time is spent training young men for ministry, who will 
never minister. 

     I saw this pattern many years ago and as is my nature, im-
mediately set out to find a way to improve on what was being 
done. This is because I believe that in all ministries, including 
my own, there is always room for improvement and need for 
adjustment. Doctrines and principles should be set in cement 
but methods and policies must have flexibility. 

     Our goal was to train young men, not to receive a diploma 
(though they do) but to plant and pastor new churches and train 
their converts to do likewise. We thus had to determine how we 
can find the men who have the proper motivation, then how we 
will train them. Here’s what we came up with: 

 The “finding” is the easy part. Every preacher we work with 
around the world is already involved in training men for the 
ministry. They just need curriculum and finances to do a 
better job. Thus this leading pastor, by his personal 
knowledge of each student, can separate those who want 
to do ministry from those who are only seeking career ad-
vancement or greater biblical knowledge and/or service in 
their local church. 

 To initially qualify as a T  the applicant must already 

First Quarter 2017 -  Progress Report 

 

Support for the T  P  is just $10 monthly whereas support for a full time preacher is $50 monthly. These funds help the 
school provide the curriculum and living needs of the Timothys such as food, clothing and transportation to the churches they are  
starting. If this seems like a worthwhile and an eternally productive investment to you, then perhaps you would consider being a $10 
or more, monthly sponsor of T  T  P . 

 
 

T  T  P  
   

be in the mentoring process under a supported Final Fron-
tiers church planter.  

 He must have already started or helping in starting at least 
one church. 

 Upon acceptance he is assigned as the pastor to one or 
more local churches and is constantly overseen by his men-
toring pastor.  

 In these churches he uses his personal T  curriculum 
from which he is taught, to train his own multiple T  
in those churches. 

 In the two-three years he serves as a T  he is likely to 
start at least three more churches and train at least five oth-
er men for the ministry. 

 At that point, upon “graduating” from the program, he is then 
officially raised to the status of a national church planter and 
is placed on our rolls for full and immediate support. 

 If however his desire is to pastor a single congregation and 
not be a church planter, then we do not support him. By this 
time that congregation, which he started earlier, should be in 
a position to support him.  

     Remember, Final Frontiers does not exist to support national 
pastors, we exist to support national church planters, who may 
or may not be a pastor. In our selection process of whom we will 
risk our limited funds on to support, we follow the biblical pattern 
found in II Timothy 2:2 … 

“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witness-
es, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to 
teach others also.”  

     It is fascinating to me that in order to qualify for the status of a 
T  in our ministry, the young man must have already sur-
passed what most other ministries require in order to qualify as a 
supported, experienced pastor. Not everyone qualifies to serve 
in the military and not everyone who does so qualifies to serve in 
the  Special Forces. All positions have purposes and all should 
receive the honor they are due. But understand that our men are 
battle-hardened, experienced and well trained members of an 
elite unit. They clear the beach for the missionary forces to land 
on. And when those forces do land our men are already deep in 
the jungle cutting a trail for the reinforcements, the medics and 
the engineers to follow and establish permanence. Frankly, for 
the most part, those are the technical things our men are not well 
trained for. They typically don’t build institutions, they mentor 
individuals. They don’t erect magnificent structures they plant 
churches on porches and under trees. They can do anything 
they are called upon to do, but they are specialists at breaking 
new ground and planting the seeds that will later be harvested 
by others. They are the Resistance. That is God’s pattern which 
is found in the opening verses of Ephesians 4. 

     Before there can be a mega church and a saturated 
“Christian” culture with TV and radio, book stores and seminar-
ies, pens and wall hangings, there must be a church planter 
(missionary) who paved the way. If someone does not go first 
then the others cannot follow. Their job is not lesser, it is just not 
greater. 

     Logically, before there can be an army of such church plant-
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Daniel Sappor, 
National Director Ghana 
Final Frontiers and Touch A Life 
 
We ended our 2016 VBS in four villages all in the Volta Region. 
We had an attendance of over 800 children and youth with 264 
salvation decisions. A total of 350 children were enrolled in our 
Bible Course for ongoing discipleship. Our major expense was 
providing snacks for over 800 children and 35 staff every day for 
five days. 
 

 
 
Oleg and Lori Enskaya 
National Director Ukraine 
Final Frontiers and Touch A Life 
 
We have a few prayer requests for this land (a ball field)  and an 
old school building.  We have run into some of the famous Ukraini-
an bureaucracy.  We are waiting now on a month and a half ap-
praisal bidding process and after that for any interested organiza-
tions to bid on leasing the properties.  The land has been sitting 
empty for fifteen years. If it is the Lord’s will for us to have it, it will 
be ours. If not, then we will start looking for something else. 

Emails of Interest 

 
If we don’t have your email address you are missing out on so much. 

Send it to letters@finalfrontiers.org 

Learn more about our ministry,  
methods and philosophy of missions: 

   

T h e G r e a t O m i s s i o n . c o m  

Final Frontiers Foundation 

ers there must by Timothys eager to be trained and replicate 
what they have been taught. 

     We are always seeking for those who are willing to fund our 
Timothy Project. Currently it is funded by a small percentage of 
the preacher’s support and by offerings designated for this need. 
We can use any amount of funds given to make a difference. 
The more we receive, the more we can do for those in training. 
Do you know that some of our Timothys don’t even have a Bible 
of their own? Do you understand that many of those studying for 
ministry do not even have curriculum? They have to listen to 
what the pastor says and take it to heart so they can teach oth-
ers also. Some don’t have paper or even a pencil with which to 
write notes. Yet these are men who are going where others dare 
not go. They often go hungry, hoping that they do not become 
the means whereby a wild animal is no longer hungry. They risk 
beatings, being burned alive and imprisonment. Not for a pay 
check, not for honor, but for the glory of serving Christ and mak-
ing Him known to those who have never heard His name. 

     Our prayer is that in this new year, others of you will feel in-
clined to help with funding so we can better train these men, 
increase their number and give them the tools they need to 
serve Him most effectively. 

Postscript ... 

     Some of our preachers support goes to purchase training 
literature and build their libraries. My book on missions has been 
translated into Spanish and is used at  several Bible Colleges in 
Central and South Americas. (And for the record, I receive no 
compensation for this.) 

     If you would like to help us with a special offering to keep our 
literature and training fund adequate, then I would encourage 
you to do so.  

www.thegreatomission.com


him for the rest of his life. Here’s the story as it was told to us by 
Jason. 

    Eddie and I have prayed about the possibility of starting a 
work in a growing suburb/slum of the town where we buy our 
supplies. To that end Eddie (the Peruvian national preacher I 
have discipled and ordained) planned to take the projector into 
a neighborhood and use it to gather a crowd to preach to. 
Thankfully he decided to pack light and did not bring the entire 
set up.  

     Once it was dark enough he turned on the cube projector 
and some people began to gather around. Mostly children at 
first, then some parents. As the crowd grew some of the people 
began talking among themselves and asking who is this guy 
and what does he want? Their match of suspicion soon kindled 
a forest fire. Someone started saying that he must be a thief or 
murderer and he was just using the video as a distraction so he 
could rob or kidnap the children. They began yelling at him and 
asking why he was targeting children. He told them he was 
there to preach the Gospel to everyone, it just happened that 
the children had gathered more quickly than the adults, but by 
now a mob was forming and they would not listen to reason.  

     In Peru, if a thief is caught and a mob forms before police 
arrive, they often douse the thief in gasoline and burn him alive. 
Because of this practice, there were people shouting for Eddie 
to be burned! The ruckus caught the attention of the community 
leader who began to question Eddie and to search through his 
backpack. At this point he was able to slip the cube projector 
into his pocket to protect it while no one noticed. The leader 
threatened Eddie bragging that they had made a thief 
"disappear" just the week before and could do the same to him! 
He asked if anyone in the community knew Eddie and could 
vouch for him. Eddie tried to tell them about a Christian family 
that he knew living a few blocks away, but no one was listening 
to him.  

     The leader found Eddie's camera that had pictures of he and 
I working together and  some pictures of services in the church 
we have started, so he began to calm down and give Eddie a 
chance to talk. Eddie told him about the family nearby and the 
leader sent messengers to go get them. For a brief moment 
Eddie breathed a sigh of relief. 

     When the couple arrived, they told the leader and the mob  
that it was true that Eddie was a preacher and so the leader 
returned Eddie’s P P  and began to try calming the 
crowd down. There were more than sixty people pressing in 
and shouting to burn him alive, so it took the leader a while to 
talk them out of it.  

     The moment of relief ended abruptly as some of the people 
in the crowd yelled that the couple who had vouched for him 
were probably his partners in crime, killing people and selling 
their organs on the black market. (Yes, that is a legitimate prob-
lem out there.) They finally got away from the majority of the 
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By Daniel Nelms 

 

 

     Last year we gave one of our P P  to a missionary 
family in Peru, the Jason Dover family.  Jason was influenced in 
missions by a good friend of ours, Gil Anger, and Jason has done 
a marvelous job in both reaching and training Peruvian men to be 
pastors and missionaries among their own countrymen. He and 
his family live frugally and only recently purchased a very used 
truck. Previously they walked wherever they went. 

     The Dovers felt that the Lord did not want them in the capital or 
other large cities where missionaries usually reside, they felt the 
Lord had designed them to go into the remote villages where few 
missionaries venture. Their strategy was not just to personally 
reach small, unknown and unmapped communities, but to train 
their converts to do so as well and to explore the jungles in order 
to reach the unknown and uncontacted tribal groups living there. 
This is a task that is strictly illegal for foreign missionaries to carry 
out and not wanting to be deported from Peru, they complied with 
the laws of man. Jason however, found a way to obey both the 
laws of man and the command of God. Seeing the targeted “door 
of evangelism” locked, rather than walk away, he went around 
back and found another way into the house. That “way” was to 
train any Peruvian nationals and indigenous believers he could 
find to move into the jungles and evangelize the tribes - to send 
them where he could not go. 

     Doing this requires a great deal of training, experience and 
boldness. Jason can provide the training for them, he can lead 
them into unreached areas and demonstrate the “hows” and then 
send them off to gain even more experience, but he cannot give 
them the boldness. This is gained through their knowledge of the 
Word, through biblical examples and their own experiences. They 
have learned that “God has not given us the spirit of fear but of 
power and love and a sound mind”. They have read of the cour-
age of Daniel and his three friends, David confronting Goliath and 
Peter before the Jewish leaders. But experience is only gained 
through experience. It is when you trust what God has revealed in 
His Word and believe by faith that He is still able to do for you 
what He has done for others, that you find the boldness to take 
the first step into danger. If you succeed with this step, it literally 
becomes the first in a journey of a thousand miles. 

     One of the Peruvian men Jason has been training is named 
Eddie. Eddie is not yet supported by our ministry, though he has 
now met the qualifications. But recently, while Jason and his fami-
ly were here on furlough, Eddie took the P P  into a vil-
lage where he had a burden to evangelize. What happened was 
remarkable. As you read, you will clearly understand that Eddie, is 
now successfully on his “journey” and we expect great things from 

W W W . P O W E R P A C K . W O R L D  

See reports and international viewing locations on our website 

www.thepowerpack.world
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Note: The PowerPack Eddie and Jason used was provided 
by Harvest Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC. This equipment 
has already resulted in the salvation of 502 people and two 
churches being started. 

mob but were still being followed by some of the hostile mem-
bers. The family began to escort  Eddie back past their home 
where they were joined by their teenage daughter on their way 
out of town. They wanted to walk Eddie safely out of the neigh-
borhood together when suddenly another mob formed. A couple 
of drunks had left the first mob and gone looking for other people 
to join them. The new mob of over forty people tried to grab Ed-
die, but the family put themselves in the way. It got pretty rough 
and even the daughter took a few hits as she shielded him.  

     Hearing the attack, the community leader showed up again 
and began arguing with the drunken mob. It took even longer this 
time, but he was finally able to persuade them to let Eddie and 
the family go.  Thankfully no one was seriously hurt. Who knows 
what fruit will come out of this.  

     Eddie told me later that while all this was going on, he was 
thinking that he is willing to die for the Gospel, but if he is going 
to be martyred, he would prefer to die reaching some uncontact-
ed tribe with me rather than being killed by a group of people, 
many of whom claim to be "Christian".  

     I would like to explain that since my family and I have been on 
furlough most of this year, the P P  has not been used 
as much as it has been in previous years. As you know, I did 
return to Peru during this furlough and used the pack while there. 
Eddie has been holding down the fort for me in the local ministry 
and has used the equipment at times among our group as well, 
but  since I had no particulars on exactly how many times it was 
used or how many were present, I have not included that in the 
reports.  

     Work in the jungle is slow. It is measured in decades, not 
years. In the year that we have been blessed to have the P -

P , much seed has been planted that we trust will produce 
much fruit and many churches in the years to come. I want to 
thank those who have sacrificed to make the P P  availa-
ble! It is a tremendous tool for which we are deeply grateful! 

God bless you all! 

Final Frontiers Foundation 

Jason with Walter and Rebeca who were saved  
in the village of Villa San Martin. 

Eddie at on of the evangelistic services where  
the P P  was used. 
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By Jon Nelms      
 

     The simple answer is ... because missionaries have not been 
taught to write informational and motivating letters and we have 
not been taught to expect them to. So now we have defined the 
problem (inadequate letters) and the cause (lack of instruction 
and expectation).  

     So far our accountability journey has taken us only one step 
and already we have to pause, wondering where to go from 
here. We need now to dig deeper in order to find the root caus-
es of our problem; then we must seek the best solutions we can 
come up with to resolve them.  

     The reasons I have encountered in my thirty plus years as a 
missionary are legion, but they typically fall within several com-
mon categories. 

I  T  ... 
“That’s not the way we have always done it”. 

     Missionaries learn from missionaries who learned from other 
missionaries, etc. We actually do reproduce after our own kind. 
The missionaries I have influenced (and likewise, mission 
boards) tend to highlight their results in ministry over their per-
sonal or family trivia. That is because I emphasize that churches 
are supporting the missionary for ministry results and not for an 
ongoing family blog. Therefore they need to know if they are 
getting what they are paying for. 

     Missionaries also learn from mission board leaders who may 
have never served as a missionary. They are usually well 
meaning pastors and can only see missions from their point of 
view. Missionaries, like myself, who have been assistant pas-
tors, pastors and missionaries can see their responsibility from 
multiple viewpoints. The typical defense would be to excuse 
those without such experiences but  I would suggest you ask, if 
they have no or little experience, why are you supporting them? 
Why would you expect a man who has never pastored, worked 
for a pastor, started a church or trained a man for ministry in his 
own country, culture and language, to be able to do so in anoth-
er? 

     Then there are missionaries who have only studied missions 
in college. Their only experience is a two-week “survey trip” so 
they must rely completely on the stories they can remember 
their instructor telling them and the books they have read. 

     The solution then is to send and support men with successful  
experience in ministry in their own culture, and adequate time 
serving as an intern on the field. This can be accomplished dur-
ing the summers of his college years or interning after college 
for a year or so. When you consider that of all the missionaries 
who make it through deputation, survive their first four years on 
the field then come home for furlough, 55% quit and never go 
back to the field where supposedly God called them; then you 
will begin to understand why I put such importance on training 
and experience. Simply put, let’s let our missionaries learn to 

crawl and walk before we expect them to run a marathon. 

A   I  ... 
There is a misunderstanding of what churches  

want to hear from the missionary. 
     Some pastors actually want their missionary letters to be a 
family letter that gives family details. This is usually the case 
when the pastor personally knows the missionary. He may be a 
family member or friend, a former church member or maybe an 
old college roommate. The pastor knows the wife and kids and 
has a special interest in them personally, apart from ministry. 
This happens frequently, but is it far from common. Unfortunately, 
this style of missionary letter has for some reason become the 
rule, rather than the exception. 

     If reading missionary letters is any indication of what the mis-
sionary thinks the church wants to hear, then we can summarize 
the church is interested in their (the missionary’s) children’s birth-
day parties, the weather, the difficulty in learning the language, 
the death of the family pet, Facebook posts of interest with pho-
tos of what they have been eating, a recent potluck dinner with 
strange recipes and the need for a new SUV or four new tires. 

     The other side of the coin is that what the missionary typically 
does not mention is what he must think the supporting churches 
are not interested in. These would include the number of new 
converts, testimonies of recent converts, men being trained for 
ministry, new churches being started, etc. 

     Though we cannot know anyone’s heart and should avoid all 
efforts of judging motives, we can conclude two things logically:  
1- that what the missionary writes about is what he thinks the 
church wants to hear about or 2– that he is totally oblivious to 
what his supporters want to know and only writes about what is 
important to him. If that is the case, then he really has a problem. 

     Let’s look at this logically for a moment.  We rate a baseball 
player by his batting average. We rate a quarterback by his total 
yards passing and running. We rate a talk-show radio host by the 
number of his listeners. We rate an author by the number of best-
selling books  he has written. We rate a singer by the number of 
top ten hits they have earned and a military sniper by the number 
of kills.  A car salesman validates his worth by the number of cars 
he has sold, an insurance salesman by the number of policies he 
has in force, a truck driver by the number of miles he has driven 
and a McDonalds by how many hamburgers they have sold. (I 
remember when they advertised “over one million sold” and now 
they probably sell that many worldwide every day). 

     The list could go on and on but I think I have made my point, 
ever so crudely. My question to the missionary, to the pastor and 
the church member who funds the missionary’s budget is simply 
this … What accomplishments in your mind validate the worth of 
the missionary? Figure that out and you’ll know what the mission-
ary should be writing about; and if he is not then … 

There is a misunderstanding in the missionary’s mind 
about his importance as the recipient of support. 

an ongoing series 

The Conundrums of  
Missions 

#14 If the missionary’s letters/reports are meant to provide accountability, why do so few 
write informative letters and why do pastors/churches seemingly not care? 

A conundrum is defined as “a confusing and difficult problem or question”.  
Every problem has a surface cause and a surface solution. In this series we hope to peel back the layers that will  

reveal not only the problem but also the cause, the root causes, the possible solutions and the steps to resolve it.  
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     I have come to the conclusion that many of us (I am a mis-
sionary) have misunderstood why churches support us. We think 
it is because they love us (or our cute kids), or that we are so 
very special and they can see that in us, (that applies primarily to 
me) or we are from the right board or school. The truth is those 
are components of their reasons for supporting us  -  but only 
components. They are not the full picture. Here are a few more 
parts of the puzzle you may have overlooked: 

 Missionaries taken on for support at a missions conference 
are usually supported simply  because the church had 
enough funds to take on “X” more missionaries. Those who 
were able to show up for the conference automatically got 
support; those who didn’t show up didn’t get supported. Pas-
tors often advertise this fact to potential missionary at-
tendees and thus they show up not caring whether they 
speak or not - and rightfully so. 

 The church wants to support a missionary on a certain field. 
Because you are going there you get their support. For ex-
ample, if a church supports ten missionaries already and 
eight of them are in Mexico, you would probably have a bet-
ter chance of getting support if you were going to Kenya or 
any place other than Mexico. 

I know one missionary who recently lost a great deal of support 
because of two primary reasons. First he left the field that the 
church was interested in reaching and second, because he left 
the format of ministry the churches were interested in. He shifted 
from being a church planter to another type of ministry. We as 
missionaries often think that churches support us because of us. 
That isn't always true. They support us because we are doing 
what they want to see done. Stop doing what they are paying you 
to do and where they are paying you to do it and they will almost 
always, stop your support. 

Generally a missionary gets support for one of three reasons: 

 One, they have a unique ministry.  

 Two, they have a unique location.  

 Three they have a unique presentation.  
     Plain Jane missionaries with a vanilla presentation and not-so-
cute kids will never be supported like the young, thin, salesman 
type missionary with a darling wife and precious children.  But be 
warned … there is always another, younger you who has cuter 
kids, a thinner wife and a more flashy presentation. To get sup-
port and to keep support, you have to show your value as a mis-
sionary and validate your worthiness to remain on the support list 
of your supporting churches. 

There is a misunderstanding about their purpose to  
motivate future missionaries. 

     There is a final point to make about letter writing that is most 
often overlooked. (And yes, there are many more that lack of 
space forbids me to mention.) 

     We as missionaries should be busy reproducing ourselves. 
We know that applies to our work on the field, but we forget that it 
also applies to our influence at home in our supporting churches. 
Our presentations, our Skype interviews and most certainly our 
reports, whether weekly, monthly or quarterly should always be 
designed to encourage the people to be more involved in mis-
sionary support and to be eager to offer themselves and their 
children full time, part time or as a summer interns in missions. 

     We at Final Frontiers even offer to host what we call V -
 T  to many lands because we want pastors and church 

members to travel with us, see what we do, how we do it, where  
and why we do it. (What I call the “Adverbs of Missions”.) We 
want them to have an understanding of our work and to become 
interested in and burdened for missions so they will go home and 
infect their fellow church members with the missionary virus. 
When this happens our ministry is benefited but the real benefit 
goes to the supporting church. The pastor no longer needs to beg 
for missionary funds, he needs merely to lay the need on the 
table and watch as members rush to meet the needs. I have nev-

er had a pastor tell me that his church’s missions giving went 
down after we presented our ministry. Pastor Anthony Lamb in 
San Antonio years ago told me that after our conference their 
missions giving went up by 400% and that did not include the 
support given to Final Frontiers and Touch  A Life, which was an 
additional nearly $700 a month. 

     Why is that? It is because we know what pastors and mem-
bers want to hear. They want results. They want to know that 
what they give is bringing souls to Christ, not just taking the mis-
sionary’s kids to McDonalds. 
 

O   L  ... 
They haven't done anything worthy of mentioning. 

     The bottom line is simply this. If the missionary is doing some-
thing worth talking about, he’ll talk about it. If he isn't talking he 
probably isn’t doing. 

They are too lazy to take the time to report. 

     If the missionary is accomplishing great things for God but he 
cannot take the time to be accountable to his donors and let 
them know that their funds are producing fruit, then he has no 
reason to expect those donors to have the time to send him any 
more support checks.    

 Suggestions for Supporting Churches … 
 

 Let your missionaries know how often you expect to hear 
from them. Make sure you encourage them to comply. 
You may even consider having a simple contract with 
them stating you will support their family at “x” of funding, 
for “x” of time if they stay in contact with you every “x” 
months. If they fail to do so, withhold their support until 
you hear from them. If this becomes a pattern, then there 
is a character issue on their part that needs to be ad-
dressed. At that time you may need to drop their support 
altogether.  

 Do not create forms for your missionary to fill out. If they 
typically have  up to 100 or more supporting churches 
they will not have time to do the paperwork. And if they 
have the time, they must not be doing the work they are 
being paid to do. 

 If a missionary fails to mention things that are important to 
you, drop him a note to explain why it is important  and 
ask specifically for that information. Request that he in-
cludes it in future letters/reports. 

 

Suggestions for Missionaries … 
 

 Look in the Bible ... what kind of letters do you read? Paul 
wrote doctrinal letters but Luke wrote a letter of activity. 
We call it the book of Acts. The epistles do not typically 
motivate us for missions, they instruct us on how to grow 
the national churches and address their doctrinal and 
cultural problems. Consider that motivation to be a mis-
sionary or to support a missionary comes almost exclu-
sively from the book of Acts. Write accordingly. 

  Remember, it never hurts to throw a few personal things 
into your letters. Some churches really do want to know 
about you, your family, your trials and your health. Satisfy 
their concerns too. And by the way, write them at least 
every quarter unless you have a church that requires 
more frequent reporting; anything less is insulting. Finally, 
don’t expect your supporters to have to hunt you down on 
Facebook to see what or how you’re doing. Send them an 
email and tell them. They’ll appreciate it and so will your 
bank account. 

 It’s not about you, its about what you’re accomplishing. 
 

If you have a conundrum you would like to have  
addressed, contact me at jnelms@finalfrontiers.org 
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  By Joshua Martyn 

 

     I counted it a great honor to be able to accompany the team 
that traveled through Thailand this past November and 
December, as we retraced steps once forged by Final Frontiers 
founder Jon Nelms and his family so many years before. 
Thailand was literally the birthing grounds for what this ministry is 
doing at present around the world, and it was such a privilege to 
see these places first hand.    

     It was my first time in the capital city of Bangkok, but not so 
for Jon and his son Daniel. It has grown by leaps and bounds 
since they were last there and has long been a place selling 
unique merchandise from China. It is now a bustling city of well 
over ten million with many modern conveniences that are well 
beyond most places I have been. It is also amazing to see just 
how many Hindu and Muslim people are walking the streets 
around this country, when it is said to be over 90% thick with 
Buddhism. However, Buddhist spirit houses are still seen 
absolutely everywhere. These are small miniature temples 
outside all properties, (whether it's a sky scraper or a small 
home) and the idols they house are given sacrifices of food and 
drink every day to appease the spirits that are believed to live in 
those pieces of land.  

First Quarter 2017 -  Progress Report 

     There are so many ornate Buddhist temples that have been 
built across this country, and some are very ancient.  I even saw 
the very sacred emerald Buddha, as well as the gigantic 
reclining Buddha while there in Bangkok. Our trip occurred at an 
interesting historical moment in time as well, with the whole of 
the nation mourning their beloved king. Everywhere we traveled 
we would see his photo on giant billboards, or inside and outside 
of businesses, homes and temples; and daily there were many 
thousands of men and women around us wearing black clothes 
and ribbons showing respect for his passing. We were walking 
on the palace grounds literally the day before the deceased 
kings ‘merit making ceremony’ that was broadcast on television 
all over the world.  

OUR ROAD TO DAMASCUS  
Joshua Martyn traveled to the birth place of Final Frontiers as we closed our thirtieth anniversary year. 

In the photo below Jon is showing a spirit house to his grand-
daughters Valentina and Elizabeth, contrasting how the people 
make daily sacrifices to their gods while our God sacrificed His 
Only Son for us — once for all.  

This, now tree lined trail, is the path Jon walked when he first 
preached to the Akha. 
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     There were many things that we could not see, one of those 
was the first slum church Jon started in September 1986. Many 
years ago the squatters living there were run off and now the land 
is home to a multi-story shopping mall.   

     After three days we continued our journey. For me it was a 
relief to get away from this mammoth city and be up in the North in 
the thickly jungled mountains. For my part, I always feel much 
more at ease among primitive huts and exotic wildlife, and it was 
marvelous to finally see the Thai jungle for the first time. We 
travelled first to Chiang Mai, and then beyond that in route to 
Chiengrai, to the very place where Jon Nelms first preached to an 
unreached group of the Akha tribe. It was from that very place, in 
what became known as Zion Hill, that the Final Frontiers ministry 
was inspired to launch out—supporting church planting preachers 
to reach out all over that area into four different countries.  

     We were able to meet a lot of different men who have been 
faithfully serving the Lord all these years, and we had the chance 
to see and learn a great deal about their ministries in different 

locations. It was a real blessing listening to all the stories and 
standing in the very places where it all began. There were only 
about 5 Akha converts when Jon first entered one of their 
thousands of villages, some 30 years ago. Final Frontiers 
supported the men who translated the scriptures and an 
original hymnal into their Akha language; and we were able to 
see both of these completed works. Now, because of the hard 
work of these national missionaries, it has been estimated that 
95% of their tribe all over Thailand has been evangelized and 
are considered to have Christian villages. I will not soon forget 
standing there at the head of the trail and asking Jon to point 
out where it was that he walked when he first came up the hill 
to that place. He tells this special story in his book ‘The Great 
Omission,’ starting on page 57. 

      We spent several days up around Mae Sai at the border of 
Myanmar, and in the area across the river beyond that 
border—meeting children at one of the orphanages, as well as 
Bible students who are already preaching the gospel in the 

Above ...Jon shows a copy of our second quarter Progress Report 
that is filled with photos of this village from thirty years ago. The 
man in white is now the pastor of the church, the man in blue was 
a one of our first Akha preachers and the one in black is the son 
of Jimmy Tachinam, our first tribal director and co-translator of 
the Bible and songbook. For the first time they saw photos of 
themselves family members and old friends, now with the Lord. 
 

Below … Jon with a copy of the Akha Bible 

Above … Part of the Sunday morning  church attendance. 
Some who remembered Jon’s first meeting came dressed in 
their tribal  costumes to see him again and meet his wife Nolin. 
On Daniel Nelms (seen in the back) last visit here he was just 
8 years old. 
 

Below … Nolin Nelms poses for a photograph with two ladies 
from the Lisu tribe. 
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regions beyond in Myanmar, Laos, China and soon, Vietnam.  

     On any journey, there are some sights never leave you; and I 
still remember the very poor, exhausted, beggar woman we 
passed on that border crossing. There she sat on the busy bridge 
that crossed the river, slumped over and sleeping, but still holding 
her silent child in her arms.     

     After the primary thrust of our trip through Thailand and 
northern Myanmar, where we rediscovered many groups of hard 
working, faithful, servants of God from as far away as Laos and 
China, we said goodbye to Daniel Nelms, his wife Nolvia and 
their children who returned to the States to work and school and I 
accompanied Jon and his wife Nolin, further East into 
Cambodia—a place that greatly touched my heart.  Daniel had 
said that Jon took the family to Thailand when he was about the 
age of his girls. It changed his life and put him on tract to become 
a missionary. He wanted to bring his girls to see what he and his 
sister Sara had seen in hopes that it will have the same life-time 
affect on them.  

     We were in Cambodia for less than a week but what a week it 
was. I came away heavy with the spiritual burdens I felt there, 
and full of prayer for the needs I witnessed in that country.    I 
was especially moved by our time spent with a man named Sihok 
(pronounced sea-hawk), who was our Christian preacher guide 
for several days. He took us to a local dump site just outside the 
city of Phnom Penh, allowing us to visit a church and small 
school that they have started there. Several of the children in that 
school had fevers the morning we came; and one of their 
mothers, a woman named Nari, came seeking medical help.  

     The whole plot of land where the little bamboo huts have been 
built has the appearance of a muddy swamp with bits of old trash 
lying about. They have to cross the wide, lake like expanse 
between them and the actual high mounds of the dump itself, 
where they search for things that they can bring back and sell to 
make a living. The rains wash all the chemicals from this place 
down into the low lands around them, and many people are sick 
from the hard lives they live there. For anyone who is 
uneducated, there is no hope of getting any kind of work in and 
around this city.     

     I've been in touch with Sihok through the past weeks, and 
have heard that Nari, who we were able to help, has been 
recovering nicely. He has also sent many pictures of his own 
church service and the special meeting held at the dump site over 
Christmas. 14 new visitors accepted Christ in his recent service, 
and 4 more at the church in the dump site. I praise the Lord with 
him!   Gil Anger had arranged for us to meet Mr. Tom Johnson, a 
missionary in that area that has started 12 churches. He gave us 

some of his gospel tracts the night we arrived; and though 
Cambodia is a Buddhist nation, everyone was always eager to 
take any literature we handed out. Just being in this country you 
could still sense the humility of a hurt people, crushed by the 
extreme communist regime of the Khmer Rouge in the late 70’s. 
They exterminated 2 million people in 300 some killing fields 

across the nation, and we walked through some of these 
extremely sobering memorial sites while there. Some of the 
horrific sights and brutal stories you learn about in those places 
will stay with you the rest of your life....     

     During our last week we spent some days back in and around 
the capital city of Yangon, Myanmar as well, (previously known 
as Rangoon, Burma). Jon had often talked to me about reading 
the account of Adoniram Judson. His ship had sailed from 
Calcutta where he worked with William Carey until the British 
drove him out (Judson was an American and we were at war). 
His ship arrived in the Rangoon port at night so the next morning 
when he awoke and stood on the deck, off in the distance in front 
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Left to right  - Valentina, Nolvia, Daniel and Elizabeth The garbage church/school whose monthly budget is $240 minus 
the $90 given by Sihok’s church. 

After visiting the “killing fields” and Tuol Sleng Genocide museum, 
we got to meet the only two remaining former inmates. Only 9 had 
survived the Khmer Rouge torture when they were finally freed by 
Vietnamese troops. Only two remain alive. Thousands  of men, 
women and children were murdered here. 
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of him he could see the morning sun shimmering off the huge, gold 
covered, Shwedagon Pagoda; one of the largest Buddhist temples 
in the world. At sunrise I walked where the boats docked then as 
now,  imagining what it would have looked like back in his day, just 
before his many years of suffering came began. But what a great 
and mighty work the Lord did there, despite his years of pain!    

     In one village we visited, where Jon preached the gospel, the 
Lord opened the hearts of four adults who came to know Christ as 
their Savior turning from lifeless idols to the Living God! We 

likewise had the opportunity to go witnessing to some Buddhist 
homes out in a slum away from the city, getting to accompany the 
national preachers and seeing their hearts in action. My heart 
longed to go further North where we were hearing of so many open 
doors for ministry but time did not permit.  

     Among the other joys we encountered was that of meeting the 
orphans in the church of Vel Za Siama, our longtime national 
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director for Final Frontiers. A short video was made while there 
as we also did twice in Cambodia. In this one we requested 
help to build a brick and cement, two story dormitory for the 
boys to live in. The cost was unbelievable, only about $2500 
and those of you who watched the video responded by giving 
enough, not only to build that structure but also to provide 

blankets for an orphanage in Cambodia as well  several 
month’s complete budget for their needs. This orphanage is 
overseen by Setha Say, our national director for Cambodia. 
Here a supported pastor and his wife care for eleven orphan 
children. They have dug a tiny fish farm and use the manure 
from their dozen or so chickens to help feed the fish. At night 
they employ a string of lights just above the water. Mosquitoes 
and other insects are attracted to the lights and as they hover 
around them the fish jump up for their evening meal. Free food! 
I was amazed by their ingenuity. 

    On our very last day we met with Gil Anger who has begun a 
work in the north, and was inviting me to come and meet them, 
and help tell their story. Gil is a friend of Jon’s and one of my 
mentors. He was my inspiration and God’s primary instrument 
to attract me into a life dedicated to finding and reaching the 
unknown and unreached peoples of the world. When he 
learned the dates we were going to be in Myanmar he adjusted 
his schedule and came early to meet us. What a blessing it was 
to meet for a few hours, share a meal and discuss conquering 
Myanmar (and elsewhere) for Christ. 

     My heart was greatly blessed by what I was able to 
experience on this journey. I had started one full month before 
traveling for Final Frontiers filming and checking up on various 
ministries we have worldwide. In the month or more preceding 
all this, I had  already seen a multitude of needs in Ukraine, 
Romania and India before finally meeting up with the Final 
Frontiers team in Thailand in mid-November. I hope and pray 
you will watch the videos in coming months as we share new 
ways you can be involved with so many unique Missions efforts 
literally around the world.  

A note from Jon Nelms ... 

We are grateful to have Joshua Martyn on our team and for his 
willingness to travel anywhere at any time under the most 
hazardous and distressing conditions to capture photos and 
film to promote our work and educate you in missions. We are 
equally grateful to the anonymous donor who has for three 
years, single-handedly funded these projects. We, as a 
ministry, are continually amazed by both of you. 

Walking where Adoniram Judson walked, Jon and I pose for a pho-
to at the Shwedagon Pagoda. Judson lived nearby and baptized 
his first convert at a lake next to the temple compound. 

This is one of Vel’s churches and home to the orphanage. We 
have these orphans available for sponsorship now and Vel wrote 
today asking for $6500 to start an egg and chicken farm. This will 
provide much needed income for their expanding ministry and pro-
vide better nutrition for the children. 

Joshua takes video of the children eating which will be featured 
in an upcoming Touch A Life presentation he is in the process 
of making. 
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     For some time now I have been looking to purchase a farm 
in Honduras, preferably near the location of our feeding centers. 
The logic in this is sound. At this time we have to purchase eve-
rything we consume, but if we could grow our food, it would ena-
ble us to: 

 Provide a better and more nutritious diet for the children 

 Sell the abundance and have funding to purchase things 
we cannot grow like school books, medicine and medical 
care, clothing, etc. 

 From our abundance we could feed additional children and 
widows who are in need but are not yet sponsored  

 Teach farming and other acquired skills to the next genera-
tion (land management, welding, animal husbandry, etc.) 

 Employ local church members who are jobless 

 Have land to erect a Children’s Home for sexually abused 
and neglected children.  

 
     For years I have looked for and found land, but never the 
funds needed to purchase it. Those who have visited us on Vi-
sionary Trips are aware of a 17 acre river-front piece that I have 
long envied; but the $100,000 purchase price has never been 
donated. I never give up if I think it is a good idea, though I often 
submit to looking elsewhere. This past summer “elsewhere” was 
evidently looking for me. 

     One day while in Suyapa, inspecting the new feeding center 
addition that was under construction in our church there, I com-
mented about the land behind our property. I was told that it was 
highly priced but that there was another piece both nearby and 
available. Immediately we visited a farmer friend who often do-
nates excess crops to us. He told us of a piece several hundred 
meters from our church/feeding center that was just behind the 
school where all our kids attend.  You can actually see the prop-
erty from our church. We were told that the owner was eager to 
sell and that the property was some 166 acres. Nearly ten times 
larger than the piece I had envied but had never been able to 
acquire. In Honduras land is often sold with the area being de-
scribed as “about” in size. Not wanting to be taken advantage 
of, we employed a surveyor and found that the land in fact was 
not 166 acres but was 340 acres. After negotiations, Edgardo, 
our manager, secured a price of $65,000; less than $200 per 
acre. (Originally they wanted $65,000 for the 166 acres. Ed-
gardo negotiated it down to $45,000. With the unexpected size 
of the property discovered they wanted over $100,000 but he 
negotiated them back down to their initial price of $65,000.) 

     You can see the land in the photo. Most of it is flat and al-
ready has corn growing on it. It slopes downward to what I 
would call a creek, but they call a river. This river is feed by 
three mountain streams above it. The elevation of the land goes 
from about 1800 ft. to 2500 and is suitable for corn, potatoes, 
carrots, and most anything we need or use, including coffee. In 

              
 

addition it already has an old farm house on it that can be remod-
eled to start our Children’s home in and the village school is liter-
ally right across the street. (see top photo at right) 

     Finding such a miracle does you no good without the funding 
but by Gods grace, within weeks we were given a check for the 
full purchase amount by the Tom Raper Foundation.  Now we are 
seeking funding for some fencing, clearing more land and digging 
a well. ($20,000) With this we can 
irrigate the land for crops, have 
ample drinking water and be able 
to add a tilapia farm that will pro-
vide us with fresh fish. This cou-
pled with dairy cows, beef cows, 
pigs and chickens will give us an 
abundance that will allow the min-
istry to flourish and expand many 
times over. 

     Those of you who visit us this 
summer will be able to help clear 
the land and build the structures 
but only if you desire. The rest of 
us will be evangelizing, starting a 
church, and visiting feeding cen-
ters. 

     We will need funds to purchase the chickens, cows, pigs, etc. 
as well as building pens, planting crops, etc. So if you would like 
to help us get this ministry sustaining project up and running, 
please designate your gift for our Honduras Farm. 

 

www.tal.world
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A CHILD IN NEED OF SPONSORSHIP 

     Merlin is only four years old and already she is being effected by the condi-
tions of poverty that she is being raised in. 

     Her father, Francis Fernando has seasonal work as a harvester earning less 
than $40 a week, when work is available. And during those blessed times of 
work, it is not a 9 to 5 desk job but a sunrise to sunset, backbreaking labor of 
harvesting plantains, corn or sugar cane by hand. 

     Her mother, also named Merlin, has no employment, just as the majority of 
women who live in her village. These are mostly families who lost their homes in 
1998 due to Hurricane Mitch and were never able to rebuild. Having no source 
of income in a country with high employment and even greater underemploy-
ment, they moved from one squatter camp to another. About seven years ago a 
foundation in the USA purchased land and built small box houses and some 74 
families were allowed to occupy them. They were not allowed to purchase the 
home so technically they can be run out at any time, however the local govern-
ment is very compassionate and to date, has yet to relocate a single family. In 
fact they have recently increased the size of the community with an additional 
20+ houses. 

     The houses are about a 20 x20 foot square and have just the one room on 
the inside. Most have divided their homes with partial walls made from whatever 
material they can find. In Merlin’s house there are 3 small rooms. The kitchen is 
outside and is merely a pile of rocks used to hold pots while cooking. Behind the 
house is a shanty-style outhouse. They have one lightbulb for the inside but of-
ten cannot afford the electricity to use it. Inside her home the floors are just dirt. 
Most of the families have been able over time to cement their floors but hers is 
one of the poorest of the poor and have been unable to do so. There is no run-
ning water. The family, often Merlin herself, will walk down the street to the water 
faucet to fill a bucket and carry it home. There are four streets in this village and 
each has one water faucet. Typically water is only available twice a week and 
sometimes there is no water for weeks at a time. You can imagine the filth, dis-
ease and odor that comes from this situation. 

     We are currently trying to raise funds for a well on the farm we are purchas-
ing in this village (see article on page 16. Once accomplished we will be able to 
provide abundant free water to the community. 

     Inside the dwelling the family is blessed to have two beds and two chairs. 
Merlin and her brother Fernando Alonzo sleep with their parents on the beds. 

     Merlin is now in kindergarten at the nearby public school. The teachers there, 
are loving and caring and do a good job trying to educate their students. Recent-
ly the mayor has added two more new classrooms to accommodate what was a 
two-room school house for grades one to six. She will benefit greatly by this be-
cause Touch a Life is also involved in providing educational materials for this 
school as well as sporadic aid to the teachers. Those who have visited us on a 
Visionary Trip have been in this school and played with the children. Our church 
and feeding center are located about 300 yards away on the opposite side of the 
village. 

     Most of the children in this village have been sponsored. Now we need to 
focus on helping this little girl. Currently she is being fed through our D  
B  program that provides for hundreds of children around the world wo do 
not yet have a sponsor, but D  B  only provides daily food; it does not 
include educational help, school supplies, uniforms and medical care. We pray 
through our introduction of her to our readers, that someone will step forward 
and commit to fulfill her need of a  $35 monthly sponsorship and in doing so, 
change her life forever. 

Honduras 
 
Name: Merlin Fernanda Almendares Galvez 
 

ID No. 5557 
 

Status: Destitute 
 

Born:  September 9, 2012 
 

Home:   Nueva Suyapa 
 

Pastor:  Omar Corranza 

Each child receives only one sponsor and writes to that sponsor every other month. Detailed information regarding  
sponsorship can be found on page 23. You can see all the children we have available on our website at www.touchalife.world 

Can you help?       
We have children needing support on our website. WWW.TAL.WORLD   
Can you please help with sponsorship or even a one time  offering for 
our Daily Bread program? Doing so will enable us to at least feed hun-
gry children once a day? $5 can feed a child every day for a month. 

http://www.touchalife.net/child.asp?preacher=5557
www.tal.world
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The D  B  Program provides food in bulk to feed hungry 
children and families who are not yet sponsored through our  
T  A L  program. See page 23. 

taken by my mom and dad to ensure that their purposes for ex-
posing us to the mission fields and the real world would not be in 
vain.  I was old enough to understand the contrast of life between 
mine and that of the people I saw there and to comprehend just 
how well we had it.  But I was also young enough so that those 
experiences could have a long lasting effect on me and my 
worldview.  Which is why in November-December when we took 
our 30th anniversary trip to Thailand and Myanmar I brought my 
wife and two daughters with me.  They are both around the same 
age that my sister Sara and I were when we traveled there so 
many years ago.  And I wanted them to have the same opportuni-
ty that I did, for the Holy Spirit to work in their hearts the way He 
did in mine. 
     This trip was somewhat less hectic than our usual missions 
trips, in that we were able to go out and allow the children to ex-
perience quite a few fun things.  The same things that I got to do 
as a child, such as riding an elephant, playing with monkeys and 
sampling new and delicious foods and making childhood friends in 
spite of the language barrier.   
     While some things remained the same, such as the temple of 
the Reclining Buddha called Wat Pho, the river ride and the Grand 
Palace of the Emerald Buddha and the King’s throne room,  much 
has changed in the last few decades.  Gone are the many bam-
boo huts that we slept and ate in which have been replaced with 
concrete block buildings. The bamboo outhouses with little more 
than a hole in the ground are now functioning porcelain bath-
rooms with running water, many of which even have western style 
toilets. Or the jungle trails we walked for hours at a time to reach 
remote villages which have now been replaced with paved roads. 
I was amazed to see vast areas of the country bathed in light from 
a very reliable power grid that in the past had been lit by firelight 
and torches.  And all but a few bicycle rickshaws which were 
mostly decorative have been replaced by more modern vehi-
cles.  And while beggars were still to be seen on the city streets 
they we fewer and far between and signs of abject poverty, while 
still apparent, were far less evident than in the past.   
     The economy in Thailand appeared to be booming compared 
to what it was like back then;  and while we found massive afflu-
ence in the cities it was clear that this had not even remotely 
touched every level of society.  We could see many technical and 
industrial advances that were clearly good for the people but 
some things however, had changed for the worse.  Prostitution 
and human trafficking, which had in the past been mostly confined 
to any city’s "red light district" is now overflowing into seemingly 
ever street corner.  Drug addicts and vendors peddled their wares 
to locals and tourists alike.  And the broad spread of Islam in Thai-
land which was once a tiny minority now claims almost 6% of the 
total population of the country; being mostly concentrated on the 
southern peninsula.  The large mosques and brightly lit Arab 
shops were dazzling to the eye as a gaudy, flaunting of their 
wealth which they use to spread their beliefs. I saw there what I 
have seen around the world; the contrast between their zeal to 
use their wealth to spread Satan’s lies and ours to spread God’s 
Truth. It astounded me. How is it possible that we who claim to 
live for Tomorrow, spend so little time and resources investing in 
it; especially when our Master took the time to warn us to do oth-

     The concept of Daily Bread was born about the same time 
that Final Frontiers was, though it was not organized  and perpet-
uated into an active function of our ministry until 2006.  
     The birth of the concept  (feeding hungry but unsponsored 
children with whatever funds we can scrape up) occurred when  
my children were very young and I took my family to  what was 
then called Burma, on a mission trip. The “funds scraped up” was 
their allowance they had saved to buy souvenirs. Instead they 
used them to feed widows and orphans.  
     This past November/December my son Daniel, who for over a 
year now has been the President of Final Frontiers, journeyed 
with  his wife and two daughters to retrace the steps he had tak-
en when he was about their age. Steps that had changed his and 
his sister Sara’s lives.  
     When he returned home he wrote a short article about the trip 
and its consequences. I want to share it especially with you who 
are parents in an effort to encourage you to take or at least send 
your kids on mission trips. (see right column, page 19) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By Daniel Nelms 
 

 
     It's 2017 and another year as begun. Many have lamented 
that 2016 was a horrible year for one reason or another, whether 
that is because your preferred political candidate lost, or the 
death of a beloved celebrity, or some other reason.  But for me, 
2016 was truly an amazing year. I think back not only on the 
events of last year but also to the events of my lifetime and to 
those things that began to shape my life, even before I was born 
in 1979.   
     The new year and the events of last year have brought me to 
a time of reflection. I wondered if my grandfather, Mack Nelms, 
as a boy growing up fatherless and in poverty in a nearby, small 
Georgia town in the 1920s, could he have imagined what his 
legacy would entail?  Or if my father, as a young man stepping 
out on faith, resigning his church, leaving his salary, security and 
home in sunny Southern California to start a new kind of mis-
sions organization, one that was not only unproven but also la-
beled as heresy by many from our Independent Baptist Churches 
and established missions organizations; could he have imagined 
the success of the ministry that he worked so hard to start (see 
page 4) and the scores of men who would copy what he had 
begun? Did my grandfather, who also became a pastor at the 
age of 71 suspect that his grandson would follow in his and my 
father's footsteps? 
     What was it that cemented my desire to serve the Lord from 
an early age?  Some of you may have read the article that I pub-
lished in the past giving a rough outline of how I got started in 
ministry.  Probably the biggest thing was our family’s trips to 
Thailand in the late 80's and early 90's. Every opportunity was 

It now takes as little as 13¢ a day to feed a hungry child through Daily Bread 
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erwise? 
     These contrasts revisited me as we made our way across the 
bridge that spans from Mae Sai Thailand into Tachileik Myan-
mar.  The difference between the two sides was like night and 
day.  While the skin color and features did not change, and the 
language sounded similar to the Western ear,  the culture and 
economy were very different.  It was here that the visual signs of 
a struggling economy were apparent.  From the clothes people 
wore to the shops, everything appeared to be much more eco-
nomically depressed. I noted that the people even seemed to be 
shorter, possibly due to malnutrition.  While there were both 
shanty and small single family homes the largest home and lot 
that I saw in that Burmese city was owned by a Muslim Arab - a 
huge house with a golden, crescent moon atop. 
     While in Mae Sai many things gave me pause - a scent, the 
sound of a unique car horn, little things that brought back memo-
ries of my childhood.  Probably the most significant was a short 
visit to the Top North Hotel just a stone's throw from the border 
in Mae Sai.   
     Walking past it I literally almost missed it, but when I saw it a 
flood of memories and emotions came back to me.  You see, it 
was at this place circa 1989 that I very nearly died from typhoid 
and malaria.  It was the sickest I have ever been, and I can still 
recall at the age of 10 that both my sister Sara and I  begged our 
parents to kill us because of the suffering.  Back then, behind the 
tiny, “1/2 star” hotel, was an empty lot (which is now gone). Our 
family, along with some of our first national preachers, bought 
pans and food  and then cooked a meal allowing us to feed a 
large number of refugees using the money my sister and I had 
saved from our allowance.  Being on this same spot again, 
standing on what was for me holy ground, was an eerie experi-
ence to say the least, and not something I can put into 
words.  It's simply one of those things where you had to have 
been there, at a particular time and place to appreciate the flood 
of nostalgia that rushed over me.  It also, the buildings, the loca-
tion, all of it seemed so much smaller than I remember... 
     Right or wrong, children from the USA and other 1st world 
countries have gained a reputation for being spoiled.  The term 
"snowflake" is often used now to describe not just kids but even 
young adults who very seldom had a rough time growing up.  I 
wonder if our own culture would be different today if more par-
ents had taken their children not only on missions trips but to 
help out in homeless shelters, food banks, churches, etc.  What 
if all our homes had taught that “it’s not about us” but rather 
about Him and sharing His gospel and abundance with Them.  
I'm not saying you should intentionally make life hard on your 
children after all, hasn't God blessed us as His children?  But 
could exposing them to some of the realities of life on this earth 
be all that bad? Hiding the bad of the world from our children will 
not make it go away, it will just prevent our children from having 
a chance to change it.  
    It was an epic trip for my wife and daughters; we saved our 
pennies for the last few years to accomplish it, and I believe it 
was worth it.  If this can help instill in them the same passion and 
zeal that I have for missions and an unselfish world view that 
has shaped my opinions and actions; then it was worth all the 
time and sacrifice it took to make it possible. Some would sug-
gest that they were perhaps too young to remember it all. True, 
but they were not too young to be influenced by it. After all, do 
you remember the first time your mother nursed you? Of course 
not, but aren't you glad she did? 
     In some small way, I got to relive a part of my childhood 
through my daughter’s eyes and it was a joy for me to see the 
delight they showed and the thrill in my wife’s eyes as she expe-
rienced things she never knew existed.  Parents I would urge 
you to take your children on a missions trip; yes it will be an ex-
pense and a sacrifice but who knows - maybe they'll end up in 
the ministry like I did? I look forward to reading their thoughts in 
years to come and see how such an adventure changed their 
lives. Make the sacrifice. Do it for the sake of your kids and your 
grandkids.  

“Lift up your eyes and look” 

Visionary Trips 
      
     If you enjoy reading about the work we do with hungry 
children, imagine how much you would enjoy helping out 
for a week, meeting them, visiting in their homes, and 
sharing hugs day after day. If you don’t already support a 
child and want to, you can actually choose the one you 
want to bless while you are there.  
     We still have a few week available this summer for 
church groups, interns and even families. If your group is 
too small to necessitate a week of your own, you can join 
with another small group that will be visiting that week. 
We have 12 individual rooms, each with a fan, AC and a 
private bathroom with a walk-in ceramic shower and all 
the hot water you can use. We also now have high-speed 
Wi-Fi for purchase.  
     The trip cost is $650 per person for the week. It does 
not include airfare but does include food, lodging and lo-
cal transportation. Surplus funds are used to provide for 
construction and needed equipment for the ministry. 
     Your week will include visitng feeding centers and 
churches, evangelizing with a translator, and helping to 
start a new church. 
     We are also in the process of clearing our farm, putting 
up fencing and constructing a Children’s Home for sexual-
ly abused children who are afraid to return home. You can 
help with any or all of these projects or just enjoy seeing 
the ministry in a different village every day. 
     This summer we will also be taking the groups to an 
amazing waterfall where you can “swim” in the pool it has 
formed over the ages. So be sure to bring something that 
you can use during that adventure. 
 
Get in touch with us to learn more about what you will do, 

the costs, etc. The weeks currently available: 
 

 June 15-22 July 6-13 July 20-27 
 June 22-29 July 13-20 July 27-August 3 

 
This week is booked but has space available: 

August 3-10 

Final Frontiers Foundation 

www.visionarytrips.org
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God’s Word ...   
 for all people 

 in all lands 

 by all means 

By  Abo Yosep Rhema  (alias) 
 
 

 
Their news ...  

    On December 29, 2016 the Al Jazeera Media Network shocked 
the Muslim world with a news alert from their headquarters stating 
that in 2016 more than 3 mil-
lion Muslims worldwide had 
converted to Christianity. 
That, they claim, was a 
27% increase over 2015.  

Behind their news ...  

    They cited two causes for 
this enormous  increase. 
The first was attributed to 
the boldness of the national 
Christians who are actively 
converting Muslims and the 
second was attributed to 
the influx of illegal Bibles 
being smuggled into certain 
countries where even a 
single copy is strictly pro-
hibited.  

Their continuing news ... 

     They concluded their 
news alert by stating they are “at war” with an organized group in 
America  that is in their opinion, primarily responsible for this.  

     Hmmm, I wonder who they are referring to. Do you know of a 
ministry that is supporting national preachers, training their con-
verts in doctrine and evangelism and printing and smuggling Bi-
bles for distribution in their lands?  

     I just want you all to know that the end result of your donations 
to this cause is not just singularly for Scripture to be printed and 
smuggled, but that it is bringing countless numbers to Christ and 
resulting in churches being planted all over the region. We have 
had even high level people, “members of Caesar’s household” as 
the Apostle Paul would say, who have converted. Thank you for 
making all this possible. You are creating a domino reaction, ulti-
mately influencing more than one billion Muslim souls. 

Spreading our Lord’s Good News ... 

     From August 2016 to January 2017 our national teams, with 
absolutely zero delays, captures or exposure smuggled … 

 7,000 copies to one country 

 2,000 copies to another country 

 8,000 copies to two other countries 

 Printed 5,000 more to be distributed to a fifth country 
(currently in process) 

     It is important for you to know that all Muslim people are not 
our enemies, to the contrary they are or can be our friends and 
some even assist us in our work at the risk of their own lives.  

     The love of Christ is reaching hearts and minds throughout the 
Muslim world as literally millions are turning to Jesus as the Son of 

God and only Savior for mankind. They convert at a price that 
can be as little as the loss of their job, possessions, bank ac-
counts and home or as much as their lives and those of their 
family members. Yet they convert. 

     Governments and organizations are at war, seeking lands to 
conquer and people to kill; whether for expansion of their reli-
gion or for protection from those who would do so. But the 
Word tells us that there is also a spiritual warfare taking place. 
Though our eyes are blind to the carnage we know that Satan’s 
forces are warring for the souls of mankind and to bring injury 
to the glory of God. As willing as we are to give our sons and 
our wealth to battle those who may someday be our friends; 
should we not be more vigilant to fund the war against he who 
will forever be the conquered enemy of our Savior? 

     The final process before beginning the actual smuggling is 
when a group of church members and preachers gather to-
gether to pray over the shipment, asking God’s protection for 
the Bibles and the smugglers, our vehicles, workers and the 
border guards that need to be distracted.  
     Here is a part of the 7,000 that were shipped successfully. 
In this photo everything that could indicate its location has 
been disguised to protect our people. 

 

 

To receive regular updates on our ministry in the Islamic world, 
get added to our Email Alerts list. Register at: letters@finalfrontiers.org 

 

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles into the Middle East for $6 each, 
by joining our Smugglers team. Your contribution makes you a part of 

our Smugglers team. 
 

 See page 23 for more information. 
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By Daniel Nelms      
 
     It is easy to forget that a staggering 13.7% of the people alive 
on this earth right now are illiterate.  That's over one billion peo-
ple who cannot read or write.  This problem is especially preva-
lent in third world countries and more so for women than 
men.  For example, in India, an estimated 80.9% of men are 
literate vs. just 62.8% of women.  And while great strides have 
been made in recent decades to educate the young, this has left 
millions unable to read a simple Gospel tract. 

     In an age of smartphones and tablets as powerful and ubiqui-
tous as they are, it's easy to forget that these devices also re-
quire some level of literacy to utilize.  Tracts, Bibles, New Testa-
ments and Gospels of John are great things to give to those who 
do not have them  - but only if they can read. If they cannot, sad-
ly they become nothing more than toilet paper. 

     Though we should never cease with the printing and distribu-
tion of God’s written Word, it's clear that the need for something 
else is very real for those who cannot read. I have some good 
news because I think we have  found an effective and affordable 
way to close this gap, utilizing the products already available. 

     Imagine a simple device that can be activated by the touch of 
a button, one with a built-in color screen and colorful icons.  A 
device pre-loaded not only with an audio Bible in a targeted lan-
guage but also with Gospel films, videos on discipleship, hygiene 
and medical videos relevant to the culture,  topical sermons, etc.; 
and on the outside case is the contact information of a nearby 
church with the pastor’s name, email, text and phone numbers 
as well as the address of the church. It can even include a video 
version of the C  H  T  we wrote about in our last 
P  R . 

     Given the status of technology today I find all this very easy to 
imagine and accomplish!  What might shock you however is the 
price, because a small, simple device that can do all of these 
things and more, costs only $35 each to have made, pre-loaded, 
and deployed around the world. 

     I would ask you to prayerfully consider funding this project. 
We are thankful for a kick-start donation of $5000 already given 
for R&D  and our first proto-type. We’ll be in touch as develop-
ment progresses. 

ACTS 2:8  
 

AUDIO BIBLES 
 

EVERY MAN HEARD THEM SPEAK IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE.  
AND THEY WERE ALL AMAZED AND MARVELED. 
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     Want to get the ball rolling? If so, send an 
email to Jon Nelms. Tell him who you are 
and why you want to be included as a 2017 

Missionary Intern. Interested? 

     The course cost, which is for 
a month in Honduras, is $1500. 
Your round trip airfare to Hondu-
ras is not included. These ex-
penses will cover all your costs 
for the course (food, lodging, 
instructors, books, etc.) and will 
give you an opportunity to have 
the missionary experience of 
raising support. Trust us when 
we say, if you cannot raise these 
one-time funds from your friends 
and home church who know 
you, how can you expect in the 
future to raise thousands of dol-
lars of ongoing monthly support 
from churches that don’t know 
you? 

     So if you feel called to be a 
missionary, and want to learn 
from a ministry that last year 
alone averaged a new church 
being started every 200 seconds 
(3 minutes 20 seconds), then 
contact us for more information. 

     Jon will be your personal 
mentor throughout this program. 
Write directly to him at his per-

sonal email address below and request an 
application. We are limiting the number of 
interns so don’t delay. 
 

Contact: Jon Nelms directly at: 

jne lms@f inal f ront iers .org 

     In the past few years we have successfully 
hosted and mentored missions students from vari-
ous Bible Colleges. They come to work with us for 
a month in the summer and in doing 
so gain credit towards their gradua-
tion. The amount of credit depends on 
the college but we have not yet found 
any schools who would not grant it. 

     Once again this summer we are 
opening our ministry for more students 
who want to get credit by “enduring” 
our Introduction to Missions program 
which is a part of our F  F -

 S   M .  

     This is not a play time or a vaca-
tion. You will spend your days doing 
actual missionary work like  construc-
tion, soul winning, planting a church 
and studying mission philosophy. 
Nights will be filled with church ser-
vices and Q&A sessions with Jon 
Nelms, the Final Frontiers staff and 
national preachers. You’ll eat and 
sleep in our dorms and in the homes 
of national pastors. 

     In our Western culture the student 
decides where he wants to learn and 
then selects which teacher he wants to 
be taught by, but in the days of Moses, 
Elijah, Jesus and Paul, it was just the 
opposite, the teacher selected the 
student. Since we don’t know you we 
mix the two together and allow you to request the 
opportunity of being a Missionary Intern. We will 
give you the assignments to determine whether or 
not we feel you are ready for our training and if 
so, we’ll do our best to get you started on your 
path as a productive, future missionary. 

January: 
 

Middle East 
 

March 
 

Honduras 
 

April: 
 

Mexico 
 

June, July  
and August: 

 

Visionary Trips in 
Honduras 

 
November: 

 

Thailand 
 

December: 
 

Myanmar 
Cambodia 

 

VISIONARY 
TRIPS 

January: 
 

Atlanta, GA 
Cherokee, NC 

Madisonville, TN 
Cincinnati, OH 
Abington, VA 

Charleston, SC 
 

February: 
 

Birmingham, ,AL 
Columbia SC 

Orangeburg, SC 
 

March: 
 

Toledo, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Detroit, MI 
Kingsport, TN 

Milan, IL 
Brueston Mills, WV 

 
April: 

 

Oak Creek, WI 
Marysville, MI 
Florence, MS 
Marrero, LA 
Dallas, TX 

Oklahoma City, OK 
 

May: 
Stewart. WI 

 
To schedule a  
Final Frontiers,  

Smugglers or Touch A 
Life speaker for your 

church, call  
800-522-4324. 

 

CHURCH  
MEETINGS 
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The 2016  
student  
Interns  

agreed ... 
 

“I’ve 
learned 

more 
about  

Missions 
here in 
one day 

then I 
learned 
in class 
all last 

year.” 

 

In a classroom you only learn ABOUT missions; 
it is only with experience on the filed that you become a missionary. 

What we learn to do, 
we learn by doing. 
 

Thomas Jefferson 

The things we have to 
learn before we can 
do them, we learn by 
doing them. 
 

Aristotle 

 

What your month of internship will teach you … 
 

 Philosophy of Missions as taught in Jon’s book, The Great Omission 
 Principles of Cultural adaptation, Language acquisition, and Cultural evangelism 
 Practical experience in construction, relief work, and exposure to tribal groups 
 Participation in planting a new church. 

 



 

I want to receive the Progress Report by Email 
 
Email: 
____________________________________________________ 

 
  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please contact me regarding:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
Please send me information on your auto-debit program  

 

  Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________  
 
  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________ 

NATIONAL PREACHER You can go to our website to choose a preacher or 
simply call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy 
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, and since we get most preachers two 
sponsors, you have the option of providing double sponsorship ($100.00 monthly) 
if you prefer.  The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 support of our ministry 
and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accountability overseas. This 
gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as providing for immediate 
emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount is used overseas.  
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher at least three 
times annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully 
passed through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be 
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church 
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry. 
 

TEAM  Sponsorship is requested in increments of at least $10.00 monthly.  
TEAM stands for Together Effectively Advancing the Ministry.  Supported 
preachers function in groups for accountability purposes but they often 
collectively lack ministry tools that can be useful.  The purpose of the TEAM 
funding is to provide each group with money to be used for such things as 
printing literature, buying bicycles for the traveling evangelists, emergency relief, 
and funding preachers who do not yet have a sponsor.  Each trimester as the 
funds are mailed abroad, the national coordinator for each nation is asked to fill out a TEAM Report Form which we will copy and send to you. This will 
give you a first hand report of how your funds were effectively used to advance the ministry in that land. This program allows those who cannot afford 
full sponsorship to still have a part in supporting national preachers. 
 

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, 
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. 
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship. 
 

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic 
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered 
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the 
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored chil-
dren. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324. 
 

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unspon-
sored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unspon-
sored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center. 
 

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s 
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations. 
 

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support 
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four. 
 

PROCLAIMERS is an enhanced “dramatized audio Bible” in native tongues. The unique packaging allows it to be heard by several hundred people at 
a time. This tool is used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. PROCLAIMERs cost $165.00 per unit. 
Their great strength is that they present the Gospel in many languages where it does not exist in printed form. 
 

THE POWER PACK contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a gen-
erator or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in two forms. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The pricing and details can be seen at 
www.ThePowerPack.org 
 

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or for the support of one of our MISSIONARY REPRESENTATIVES, whether monthly or 
a one time gift,  will be applied 100% as designated. 

 

 

 

 

Check here if this is a new address or phone number.  

Final Frontiers Foundation 
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P  G  - such as a bequest in your will or a 
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 

in your life insurance - is a way you can help us 
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this 
world, even when you have passed on to the next - 

and its easy to do. 
 

For help, contact your personal  
estate planner or let us refer you to one.  

 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc. 

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434 
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58-1721535 

L  U  E  R   
 

W  Y ’  A  i  H  

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENT ... 



Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Lexington, SC 
Permit No. 120 

Final Frontiers Foundation 
1200 Peachtree St. 
Louisville, Georgia 30434 

moved lately?  please give us your new address...  
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1—800—522—4324 

REGISTER TO RECEIVE PUBLICATIONS AND/OR NEWS ALERTS ONLINE AT: WWW.FINALFRONTIERS.ORG 

Address Service  
Requested 

970 
178 
812 
490 

Preachers supported 
Timothies supported 
Touch A Life Kids 
Daily Bread Kids  

82,906 
261,196 

3,040,237 
1,060,407 

Churches Started 
Villages Evangelized 
Professions of Faith 
Believers Baptized 

29,177 
91,973 

1,074,197 
371,037 

Churches Started 
Villages Evangelized 
Professions of Faith 
Believers Baptized 

     
    

   ... 

      
D  1986   

   ... 

     
    

 ... 

little known facts about … Safe Water  

 

Final Frontiers 
& Touch a Life 

facebook 
JOIN US ON 

Around the World 

     Over 323 million people risk life threaten-
ing diseases like cholera, typhoid, polio and 
diarrhea because of water pollution in their 
rivers and lakes. Adding to the existing pollu-
tion, is an increase in raw sewage that is 
channeled into community water sources. 
     On these three continents between 1990-
2010, toxic pollution of rivers from fertilizers 
and oil products increased in more than half 
of the rivers. As a result, 3.4 million people 
die every year from water born diseases. 
     10-25% of the rivers in Africa, 25% of the 
rivers in Latin America and up to 50% of the 
rivers in Asia are currently affected by 
“severe pathogen pollution”. This is primarily 
caused by the introduction of wastewater 
into fresh water sources on which communi-
ties rely for drinking, cooking and harvesting 
fish for consumption. 

     In addition to this, organic pollution can 
starve water sources of oxygen, threatening 
freshwater fisheries and natural production. 
How bad is it? Currently 0.6 miles out of 
every 4.4 miles of rivers on these three con-
tinents are effected. 
 

2016 Population: 

 Asia            4.436 billion 

 Africa           1.216 billion 

 Latin America                    641 million 

 Total           6,293 billion 
 

    Now, considering that one out of every 20 
people are affected by these conditions; 
inexpensive water purification systems, fil-
tered cups, straws, etc. given to communi-
ties and families would open millions of 
doors that are currently closed to the gospel. 

When we were  
encouraged to 
“give a cup of  

water” we  
didn’t realize 
how badly a  
purified cup  
is  actually  

needed. 

In Asia, Africa and Latin America ... 

Note … For 30 years we have only 
reported what was accomplished by 
the preachers we directly supported. 
Beginning now we are making you 
aware of a more realistic total of our 
ministry results  including their on-
going results as well.  Since our 
church planters start and lead church-
es that also start churches, for now on 
the numbers above will reflect that 
total, based on the reports we have 
received from the field.  

https://www.facebook.com/finalfrontiers

