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The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the Final Frontiers Foun-
dation, inc.  Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which 
are closed to foreign missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal 
groups is restricted to national preachers only; thus they are open to us because of 
our unique method of missions.

We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most effi-
cient and effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and finan-
cial support from believers in the West, for God’s servants abroad, who are actively 
involved in church planting and discipleship.

Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, repu-
tation and ministry experience.  We support only those who are serving by faith, never 
those who are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher 
in a third-world country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry.

All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible trans-
lation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and health 
programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children’s ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from individuals, 
churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s oversight; or 
give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed. 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23:
The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes. 

Executive Board of Directors:
Final Frontiers is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the Exec-

utive Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), Rev. 
Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne 
Raper. Further council is provided by those serving on the National Boards of Advisors. 

International Offices/Directors:
International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes 

and are staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our 
Directors of Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledge-
able of their region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national 
preachers who meet our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various 
boards often fill these positions for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location 
on site.

Contact Information:
For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a 

speaker for your church or mission conference, please contact our home office:
Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324
1200 Peachtree St.   Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org
Louisville, GA 30434 USA                        

Legal:
“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 

501 C3, administered by the Final Frontiers Foundation. Other ministry subsidiaries (see page 23) are also administered by the Final 
Frontiers Foundation and are accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified Financial 
Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies prior to 
posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the minis-
try’s global evangelistic outreach.  Final Frontiers is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 

THE PROGRESS REPORT  IS DIS-
TRIBUTED FREELY BY POST AND/
OR EMAIL TO THOSE WHO RE-
QUEST IT. 

EDITOR: 
JON NELMS

PRODUCTION: 
MICHAEL HORNE

PUBLISHER: 
FINAL FRONTIERS FOUNDATION

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE:  
JANUARY, APRIL, JULY, OCTOBER

 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to 

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.

c o v e r  P h o t o . . .  
date: 
location:
subject: 

This 2000-year-old temple complex was dedicated to Siva and his 
spouse, Meenakshi. They are enshrined in their twin-towered temples 
adorned with life-size images of historical and legendary events and 
subordinate gods. Madurai was formed in the fourth century BC and 
is the oldest living city in India. The Apostle Thomas likely visited it. 
However, he was martyred further north, in the city of Chennai, after 
rounding India’s southern tip in his missionary journey.

December, 2019
Arulmigu Meenakshi Sundareshwarar Temple in Madurai, Tamil Nadu
One billion souls worship over one hundred million gods

the story:
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A few thoughts from Jon Nelms

     Thirty-five years ago, when I wrote my first Progress Report, I concentrated on 
the country of Thailand and the Akha tribe living there. After all, that was all I had to 
talk about at the time. Then, each month (yes, I used to produce them monthly), I 
would concentrate on a different tribe or country. But as we began to assist church 
planters in a growing number of countries, I began to focus each issue on one but 
also mention the work in others. In this issue, however, I want to concentrate on 
India. If that was the only country we served in, I could fill ten Progress Reports 
every month, but it isn’t; as the map to the left demonstrates, we have served God’s 
servants in more than eighty-five countries. 
 
     In late 2019, as the coronavirus first began to spread, Nolin and I were in India, 

visiting some of our preachers and making efforts to advance into Sri Lanka. In this issue, I want to give you 
a  pe to illustrate that the work is not dependent on our presence. Technically, their work is interrupted when 
we are there because the leaders and pastors have to give their time to travel with us rather than doing the 
work themselves. However, we try to make it worthwhile by providing them with study materials, Bibles, confer-
ences, and encouragement. 
 
2021 Statistics 
 
Each issue of the Progress Report has our updated quarterly statistics on the back page. But every new year, 
in our first quarterly issue, we provide the totals for the year. Why? Well, if bragging is part of it, I am brag-
ging on our Savior and His servants. Not only those scattered around the globe but also you who give to fund 
them. So, we give not only the totals, but we break them down to illustrate what our men are accomplishing on 
average during a typical month, week, day, or even hour. You’ll be amazed at what they accomplished in 2021, 
despite Covid. 
 
 Churches started             52,678  That’s one new church started every 9 minutes and 59 seconds. 
 Villages evangelized      156,371  That’s one every 3 minutes and 22 seconds. 
 Salvations     1,934,270  That’s one conversion to Christ every 16 seconds. 
 Baptisms           675,716  That’s a new convert baptized every 47 seconds. 
 
     To God be the glory, great things He has done! 
 
     Thank you for your trust, your prayers, and your partnership. Indeed, this was all done by a mighty team, 
and your part in it was vital. And pastors, please know that our team of Ambassadors, stand ready with me, to 
present our ministry in your church if you are not yet on board with us. And if you are, we will gladly come to 
update and encourage your people on their excellent work. I pray 2022 will be even better.  
 
     And please remember, when you receive this, I will be in Pakistan with a small team. Pray for us. 

 Updates and Encouragement ...

… and designate Final Frontiers as your charity of choice  and 
Amazon will perpetually donate a fraction of their profit to our ministry.

Now you caN Give — even when You’re getting.  go to ...
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a testimony From a Pastor in the middle east:
There is a 26-year-old man who had grown up in a 

Muslim family and learned about Islam since he was 
six years old. He practiced religious rituals out of love 
for his father and desire to please the religious men in 
his tribe.

When the sectarian war began, he had no oth-
er choice but to participate in a war that destroyed 
many of the principles and values he had learned 
about Allah, country, and humanity. Then, one day, 
he was wounded in a battle. Then he felt that he lost 
everything he had learned about Allah to please his 
father and the religious men from him. Nothing of it 
remained, neither in his mind nor in his convictions

After he got out of the hospital, disabled, he was full 
of hatred for his father and all he had taught him.

We were friends, so I decided to visit him. When I 
arrived at his house, he said to me, “what they taught 
us to do is all lies.” I listened to him till he finished 
talking, then I told him, “God gave you a second 
chance in your life, don’t waste it!”

He said, “What chance, I’m disabled for the rest 
of my life.” I told him he could still have eternal life, 
but in his anger, he told me that he was not ready to 
hear anything about that at the moment. So I left him 
saying, “If you need me, I’m always available to come 
to visit you.” 

After a few weeks, he called me saying he need-
ed to talk with me, so I went to his house and took a 
Bible with me. We talked some, and before I left, I told 
him I was leaving a copy of Word of Life for him to 
read. I told him our God said, “Man doesn’t only live 
by eating bread but also by the word of God,” so read 
this Book to know the meaning of life and live the true 
life. 

When he started to read the Bible, I visited him ev-
ery week. One day he said to me, “This Book brings 
peace to me and some hope, even though I don’t 
see any hope in my situation.” As he read more, God 

Providing God’s Word ...  

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles in the Middle East for $6 each. 
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team. See page 23 for more information.

worked in his heart; one night, he came to the knowl-
edge of salvation and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Savior.

Only the army of Christ can conquer a land with 
peace. And as armies typically come from somewhere 
else (thus the foreign missionary), we too have le-
gions in neighboring countries that have scouted the 
land and are preparing a spiritual assault.

Paul instructed us that our weapons are not phys-
ical but spiritual. And though he described all the 
armor we need for defensive purposes, the only 
instrument of offense he mentioned is the “sword of 
the Spirit, the Word of God.” He compared it to the 
Roman gladius, the most advanced weapon of its day, 
for two reasons at least:

One: It was two-edged rather than one. While the 
enemy sword could cut when swung in only one direc-
tion, the gladius could cut in four; left and right, up 
and down.

Two: While most enemies had long swords, the 
gladius was shorter, the blade being only about 25 
inches. This gave the Roman soldier an advantage 
in close combat. Their enemies wielded long, heavy 
swords meant for fighting at an arm’s distance or 
more. In close combat, face to face, they were unable 
to swing or jab with their swords.

The word gladiator (from gladius) means “man of 
the sword.” That’s what we train our people to be, 
people of the sword — the Sword of the Spirit. We 
use our swords for witnessing, allowing the words to 
cut to the heart and convince them of their sin and 
need of the Savior. And as you would not send a 
soldier to battle without a sword, so we must not send 
our Believers to battle without sufficient copies of the 
Sword of the Lord. 

Thank you to those who understand this and help 
us continually fill our arsenal for their use. We have 
given more than half a million — they need 100x 
more. 

SmugglersSmugglers
 ►  For All People 
 ► In All Lands 
 ► By All Means
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bible Women
our Greatest, untaPPed resource

By Jon Nelms
     In my book, Great Commission Conun-

drums, chapter eight deals with the issue of 
women in the ministry. Here, I will condense 
the fifteen pages of that chapter into less than 
one. I encourage you to get a copy and read 
the subject in its entirety, as well as the seven-
teen others I discuss in detail. So now, let’s get 
straight to the point. Missionary work is church 
planting. Sharing the gospel is not missions; it’s evan-
gelism — and we should all be doing that. 

     In ministry, Paul used all the means at his dis-
posal, which included pastors, and men who were 
not pastors or even preachers (Luke), and laypeople, 
including husbands and wives (Aquila and Priscilla), 
and, single people, both men and women (Timothy 
and Lydia). We find that they not only moved loca-
tions to assist Paul but, in other cases, ran errands, 
delivered messages, and stayed behind to secure 
new works. According to the biblical record, he utilized 
both sexes in teaching and discipleship. Aquila and 
Priscilla were so effective; they discipled the greatest 
theological orator of their era, Apollos. Biblically, we 
err to think that women cannot or should not teach 
men. The last chapter of Proverbs clearly dispels that 
judgment. Though scripturally, they cannot pastor — 
they can serve.

     Do you disagree? Do you remember Philip the 
Evangelist? (If you don’t, be sure the Ethiopian eu-
nuch does.) Both his daughters were mentioned in the 
book of Acts and referred to as “evangelists.” The title 
in that day did not refer to traveling preachers who 
speak in churches; it referred to public proclaimers of 
the gospel to any who would listen. Today we would 
call them street-preachers.

     We typically and incorrectly assume all preach-
ers are pastors because the Bible excludes women 
and polygamous men from the act and profession of 
“pastoring” and “deaconship.” But pastors do more 
than preach. Preaching is a small but vital part of a 
pastor’s daily life and ministry. The pastor preaches, 

but he also teaches, encourages, baptizes, visits the 
infirmed, etc. So to say a woman cannot be useful to 
our Lord because she can’t pastor is ridiculous. There 
is so much ministry she can do — without “pastoring.” 
“Ministry,” by the way, is the biblical term for “service.”

     Paul saluted women in his writings and honored 
them as well, but he never addressed them as the 
pastor, even though the church may well have been 
meeting in a woman’s house. Such was the case with 
Lydia in Philippi, who, with her circle of friends and 
business contacts, helped Paul plant the first church 
in Europe. She was also the first convert in Europe, 
but not the first European convert. Lydia was actually 
from Asia Minor (north-central Turkey, to be precise). 
She lived in Europe as a businesswoman, selling rare 
and expensive purple dye imported from Lebanon. 
Who knows, she may have been Paul’s dye-vender in 
his tent-making business.

     Years ago, missionaries saw the validity of using 
women’s influence, insight, and energy to advance 
the gospel in new lands, just as Paul did in the first 
century. However, they felt the term missionary could 
not be applied to them, though they helped perform 
that function. This was because of the common un-
derstating of their sending churches regarding women 
in ministry. You see, the definition “missionary” had 
already begun its evolution from being a church plant-
er to being an overseas pastor, which would disqualify 
its use for women. (Today, the title “missionary” is ap-
plied to anyone in ministry who is not called a pastor 
or evangelist. No matter what they do, and no matter 
where they do it.) In reality, the women were helping 
in the church planting process—not performing it. 
This was the conundrum. The women were helping, 

MMISSIONSISSIONS S STRATEGYTRATEGY



First Quarter 2022 -  Progress Report

6

I’m frequently asked if 
we will host Visionary Trips 
this summer. Of course, the 
answer is “YES.” 

Five of the seven weeks 
designated are already 
filled, so if you want to 
come for a week, give us a 
call — FAST.

The people of Honduras 
love to host you each sum-
mer, and frankly, Nolin and 
I enjoy it too. It’s the high-
light of my year, showing 
the ministry to our friends 
and sponsors. So if you 
plan to visit us next sum-
mer, contact me with your 
week of choice as soon as 
possible. 

This summer, we will 
visit new churches (started 
by churches past groups 
helped plant) and let you 
meet some of our new 
preachers. We should have two new, studio apart-
ments completed and new mini-split AC units for each 
room. We are also doing some remodeling, giving us 
much-needed storage space. We may be doing some 
construction of two feeding centers as well. (But you 
can watch, not work — unless you want to help out. In 
that case, I will be watching with a cool drink in hand.)

Honduran churches are open once again and flour-
ishing. I have been amazed to see the growth of the 
congregations despite Covid. As for Covid, they seem 
to have it under control with masks, vaccinations, and 
every imaginable precaution, so there should be no 
concern for your health or safety.

I hope you will fill up every week for me, so I have 
an excuse to be there from the last of May to the first 
of August.

Covid Requirements, as of this time, are a negative 
rapid test. Vaccinations are currently not required. 
This is, of course, subject to change.

Visionary Trips
“Lift up your eyes and look”

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure 
trips are for families, youth groups, school and churches
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For more information call:
800-552-4324

Jan
Honduras

construction trip

February
Pakistan

March
Peru

May - June - July
Honduras

September
Dem. Rep. of the 

Congo

November
India

and the missionaries needed their help. Still, they also 
needed to fund them and knew they could not use the 
term missionary. So, what did they do?

     Hudson Taylor (the founder of China Inland Mis-
sion, now known as the Overseas Missionary Fellow-
ship) pondered this dilemma of funding women in min-
istry. He adopted a non-threatening term to describe 
them, Bible Women. In this way, it would be possible to 
appoint them as teachers and evangelists and still raise 
their support without creating controversy. They didn’t 
pastor churches, but they did proclaim Christ (evange-
lized and taught) in homes and villages, though not in 
the church services. They did so in a subordinate role 
under the pastor and church leaders. They performed 
vital ministries as Bible women, which was, (without the 
title), a female assistant pastor, assistant missionary, 
assistant discipler, assistant evangelist, or an assistant 
for anything needed. Taylor wisely avoided controversy 
without alienating the sensitivities of the churches back 
home. Still, today, churches that prohibit women from 
preaching, teaching, or publicly praying in a church 
service will support women as missionaries. We prefer 
to call these servants of Christ Bible Women, reserving 
the title of missionary for church planters. A century 
after Hudson Taylor invented the term; it is still used 
worldwide by women in ministry. The term only began 
to fade out of use with the Pentecostal movement’s 
rise, which encourages women actually to be pastors.

     Today, most American women who wish to serve 
in ministry overseas use the term missionary. However, 
in reality, their service description more closely fits that 
of a Bible Woman since they are neither personally 
planting churches nor pastoring. I know the term does 
not exist in the Bible. Still, neither do the titles assistant 
pastor, youth pastor, or missionary.

     Recently we heard from one of our larger groups 
of church planters in India. (See the photo on page 
5). Because their men are aggressive in planting 
new churches, they need help teaching the scores of 
women and children, feeding the hungry, discipling 
converts, etc. They allow ladies to help them as Bible 
Women and asked if we could help them with funding. 
Some are young ladies studying in Bible Colleges. 
Others are the wives of pastors; still others, like Ana in 
Luke chapter two, are elderly and widowed. They are in 
full-time service for God, surviving  on the scant offer-
ings available to them.

     We hope that some of you, perhaps ladies, will 
see the vital role these ladies perform. We pray you 
will desire to send an offering to provide for them. If 
so, please designate your gift for “Bible Women,” and 
we will be sure they receive your help. Then, maybe 
we can start introducing some of them to you in future 
issues of our Progress Report.
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A focus on how the GCF helps the pastor’s family at death

Kenya's Loss as a veteran of church planting finishes his race.Kenya's Loss as a veteran of church planting finishes his race.
And how you helped his family. And how you helped his family. 

By Jon Nelms 

We are privileged to work with 
many missionaries globally. One of 
these is Jerry Daniels and his wife, 
Sherry. For decades they have 
had a wonderful ministry working 
with the Maasai and other African 
tribes. Last summer, Jerry sent this 
letter asking prayer for Pastor Dan-
iel Kalasinga, whom we have been 
blessed to support for nearly thirty 
years. In July, Jerry wrote:

“In his amazing ministry of 40 
years, this faithful preacher has 
planted more than 30 church-
es, mostly in remote, dangerous 
areas! He still travels to remote 
areas, visiting typical Maasai and 
Samburu homes like this one. But, 
at 74, his age is catching up with 
him.

“Now, Pastor Kalasinga’s son, Kevin, is transitioning 
into a key leadership position. Kevin is a fine young 
man with a faithful wife and four children. He has 
been ministering by his father’s side for years and 
was ordained to the Gospel ministry in May.

“One of the biggest challenges in Africa is tribalism! 
The best hope for Kenya is the younger generation. 
They can do what politicians can never do, stamp out 
ethnic animosity and bring reconciliation between God 
and men across ethnic divides! So, as the younger 
generation, raised in the faith and mentored by godly 
leaders like Pastor Kalasinga, takes up the challenge 
of spreading the Gospel in Kenya (and beyond), there 
is great cause for optimism! Your prayers and support 
are, indeed, making a difference! May God reward 
you for it.”

I was saddened to hear of Daniel’s suffering; unfor-
tunately, death comes to us all, and suffering usually 
precedes it. At the same time, I was happy to learn 
that Daniel had already made arrangements for his 
church planting efforts to continue. I knew that he 
had trained dozens of men during his ministry. I was 
thrilled to learn that among them was his son, Kev-
in, who had been working with his father preaching, 
traveling, teaching, and training young pastors for the 
past several years. What a blessing for a father to see 
his son take up his mantle and continue the work. 

Then, about four months later, we were shocked to 
learn that Daniel had suddenly passed away, not from 
heart failure but in a motor accident.

Kevin (inset), stands beside his father with his mom and sons. 
The chicken in the backgroud is looking for a road to cross for 
some reason. 
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Daniel’s wife, Miriam, was already grieving over the 
loss of her brother. The entire family had traveled to 
the brother’s house to comfort the widow and chil-
dren. A speeding vehicle lost control while they were 
outside the house, forming up for his funeral proces-
sion. It struck Pastor Daniel, who was standing on the 
side of the road.

In a moment, the Mt. Kenya Bible Baptist Fellowship 
had lost its leader, the wife, her husband, and the chil-
dren, their father. And Kenya had lost a church planter 
of forty-one years.

Having been diagnosed with congestive heart fail-
ure, they all knew that his time was near. But to lose 
him in such a way at such a time was devastating

Daniel's real name was Daniel Langa Lekairab 
Sakui. Still, everyone called him Kalasinga, which 
was a reference to the Indian Sikh community living 
in Kenya, all of whose males have beards. From his 
youth, his beard grew so fast that he struggled to 
keep it shaven, so for that reason, he was known as 
Daniel Kalasinga.

Immediately upon learning of his passing, our office 
sent the DEATH BENEFIT FUNDS to his wife. This 
was an idea that Daniel Nelms and Michael Horne 
devised several years ago. When a supported church 
planter passes, we continue his monthly support for a 
year, giving it to the family, and an immediate offering 
based on the number of years the preacher was a 
part of our ministry family. This offering could be as 
much as two- or three-years' support. These funds are 
generally used to pay burial expenses, outstanding 
bills, etc. In this way, the family has guaranteed sup-
port for a year while the extended family and church 

make support arrangements for the widow. This is just 
one more way your support of the Great Commission 
Fund allows us to help national church planters.

Thank you for allowing us to be a blessing to the 
pastors while they live. Your generous and faithful 
support enables us to encourage them, knowing that 
we will provide for their family after their death.

We started supporting Daniel in 2007, but there’s 
more to the story …

In 1994, the first group we helped in Kenya was 
started by missionary Randall Stirewalt and his wife, 
Phyllis. (Randall is now in Glory.) One of the first men 
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we helped in Kenya worked with Randy, and we knew 
him as Daniel Langa Lekairab. Unfortunately, he dis-
appeared after nearly a decade of support, so we took 
him off the books. Then years later, he turned up again, 
but with a different name, now he was Daniel Kalas-
inga. Of course, he could change his name, but that 
face was classic, especially with the beard. As it turned 
out, he had moved to a different region of Kenya where 
missionary Jerry Daniels was serving. By doing so, he 
had willingly forfeited his support. To him, the ministry 
to those tribes was of more excellent value than the 
support we were giving him. 

After being reunited, we opened a new file on Daniel 
Kalasinga, and, from 2007, reinstated his support. So, 
from 2007 to 2021, fourteen short years, here were his 
results.

 • 3,675 conversions from animism/voodoo
 • 1,728 converts baptized
 • 360 village evangelized
 • 63 new churches started
Incredibly, Daniel was not the exception to the rule; 

he was indicative of the rule. The men we support are, 
without a doubt, the best of the best. This is because we 
carefully vet them, assuring us that we are funding only 
veteran church planters and disciplers of future church 
planters. To be considered for support, each man we 
fund must have already started at least two churches 
and have at least one man in ministry whom he won to 
Christ and trained as a Timothy. We fund ministry vet-
erans with a proven track record, not novices with good 
intentions.

Then upon acceptance, they must maintain that same 
church planting fervor to maintain their support. We 
don't fund them to pastor a church, though probably 
95% of them do. Instead, we fund them to plant new 
works and train the next generation of pastors. And for 
what do they train them? Among other things, to be 
church planting pastors who will train others to be the 
same. In this way, one by one, at an ever-increasing 
speed, the dominoes of unreached tribes and unevan-
gelized villages fall.

As in any field, this productivity must be fed or funded 
to carry on. This is why the support of the Great Com-
mission Fund is not just important; it is vital. The more 
funding we receive, the more men we can support. The 
more supporters we gain, the more projects we can ful-
fill to help these preachers expedite and increase their 
church planting and discipleship efforts.

So, to make an impact for the Cause, start supporting 
the GCF today -- for any amount and at any frequency. 
You can do so at our website: www.FinalFrontiers.world. 
Together, we can fulfill the Great Commission in our 
lifetime. 

drc (democratic rePublic oF the conGo):
 ► Grinders for poor families and churches to give 

employment and provide income
 ► Pastor Daniel Eye Surgery – DRC (This did not 

have an email alert, but we were able to meet the 
need from GCF surplus)

 

Pakistan:
 ► Motorbike for Shaukat 
 ► Pastor Shaukat‘s Wife’s surgery 
 ► Village Well  and running water for an entire vil-

lage, two community bathrooms, and baptistry
 ► Winter Youth Camp 
 ► Summer Youth Camp  
 ► Pakistan Bible College to start construction

 

niGeria: 
 ► Satellite Bible institutes – This did not have an 

email alert, but we were able to meet the need 
from GCF surplus)

 ► Replace loss from Amadi’s widow robbery 
 

india:
 ► Pastor Ananda’s burial and family support
 ► Raju’s burial and family after his death by a bear
 ► Food for poor families due to Covid
 ► Farm Project  for 31 pastors
 ► Church building on Bhutan border
 ► Purchase land for a church in the south

 

honduras: 
 ► Food bags for poor families
 ► Covid treatment for staff in ICU for weeks

 

aFGhanistan:
 ► Eye surgery for Amina to detour blindness
 ► Relocate 71 families to safety
 ► Food relief when the country fell to the Taliban

 

middle east:
 ► Provide food, water, and Bibles for the governor’s 

village
 ► Remodel church that had been destroyed
 ► More than 100,000 Bibles smuggled in ME

 

myanmar:
 ► Purchased second, larger farm for the orphanage
 ► Built house for a widow and her orphans

 

elseWhere:
 ► Covid relief (food, medicines, etc.) for many 

countries. 

If these projects don’t sound familiar, either we don’t have 
your email address, or they are going directly to your spam 

folder. Either way, you’re missing out. 
Special projects are ONLY advertised via email, so go 

online and register. 

27 Projects Completed in 2021 
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Books authored by Final Frontiers 
Staff and Preachers

Jon’s books are available on Amazon, Kindle, and Audible, in English and Spanish. The proceeds of his books 
help to finance our Educational Fund giving free resources to national preachers worldwide. Once read (or 
heard), Jon would appreciate a good review. The Great mission is now available in the Tamil language. 

Benjamin Tawiah is the Final Frontiers National Director in Ghana. Benjamin’s Books are available free to 
members of the Final Frontiers Society. The FFS is a free educational service provided to national preachers 
globally. It provides free books, articles, sermon ideas, etc., to help the national preachers in their ongoing 
exploration and study of God’s Word. Many, most preachers in developing nations, do not have any formal 
Biblical education. Referencing this website offers them the opportunity for ongoing training and discovery. 
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I met Kathy Cook many years 
ago while speaking at Freedom 
Baptist Church in San Antonio, TX. 
Pastor Anthony Lamb is a great 
friend and board member who has 
traveled to several countries both 
with me and on my behalf. Since 
then, Kathy has supported one of 
our church planters, contributed 
to printing Bibles, and supported 
several different children in our 
TOUCH A LIFE program.

Several years ago, her job required moving to the 
Washington DC area, where she met another single 
believer, Jeff Hughes. They both work in different 
fields as federal employees. Jeff is a native of south-
ern Virginia, along the North Carolina border, and has 
worked in the DC region for many years. 

The Bible tells us that a man’s heart devises his 
way, but the Lord directs his steps. So, as both moved 
to DC, believing it to be a career move, the Lord had 
other plans. It was there they met, fell in love, and 
decided to get married.

Both Jeff and Kathy are in their forties and have 
built a life on their own, acquiring all they need to 
live. Now engaged, rather than compiling a registry of 
household items needed, they realized they already 
have two of everything and need nothing else. So, 
they decided to turn their Bridal Registry into a Charity 
Registry. By doing this, they ask friends and family 
who would typically want to share with them financial-
ly, to direct their gifts to a ministry they both strongly 
believe in. After looking online and being unsatisfied 
with the options presented, they decided to make their 
own. They wrote to tell us they wanted to designate 

FINAL FRONTIERS as an op-
tion in their Charity Registry. We 
were honored.

Their selfless idea is so 
incredible that I wanted to share 
it with you, and I do so now with 
their blessing.

Even though you may not 
know Kathy or Jeff, we wanted 
to inform you of their April 30th 
wedding and encourage you to 

bless them by making a gift to our Touch a Life minis-
try in their honor. We will, of course, protect your per-
sonal information but will bless them by letting them 
know how generous our donors were on their behalf.

Touch a Life is growing amazingly, continually 
feeding more and more children and opening new 
feeding centers. It is a tremendous blessing to the 
churches that host these feeding centers, enhancing 
their witness in the community. However, starting a 
new center requires “one time only” offerings to build, 
stock, and purchase start-up equipment — everything 
from stoves to spoons. Those funds are raised sepa-
rately from the monthly support given to feed a child. 
Usually, these offerings fall far short of the need, hin-
dering our advance. So, to honor them, we will apply 
whatever you give in celebrating their union, to touch 
a liFe. What a legacy!

You can give online by going to 
www.FinalFrontiers.world/wedding, 
or use this QR code, or you can 
mail a check to our office. Remem-
ber, Kathy and Jeff will only know 
your name, not your address or the 
amount you gave.

You maY now Bless the Bride and Groom 
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t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s ,  “ h i n d u  f o r  t h e  h i n d u s ”  i s  m e a n t  t o 
d r i v e  a l l  o t h e r  fa i t h s  f r o m  t h e i r  l a n d . 

India’s Peril 

By Jon Nelms

a historical note:
The name Hindu is a 

derivative stemming from 
India’s early civilization 
along the Indus River. In 
the past, most historians 
agreed a people who came 
to be known as Aryan had 
immigrated there from the 
Caucasus region. Over 
time, moving south and east, they conquered the dark-
skinned indigenous Dravidian tribes, forming a new 
people. They brought with them their pantheon of gods. 
These are among the same as those worshiped by their 
east Asian and European cousins (using different names 
and languages). The tribe was evidently split. Some 
went west while others went east. Those who traveled 
west are allegedly the ancestors of the Gypsies, and 
some believe the Celts. 

The term Aryan was imposed by the invaders to sub-
jugate the conquered. The word means “noble, superior, 
or high-born.” The Brahmin caste, the highest and most 
light-skinned, are believed to be the descendants of 
the Aryans. The Sanskrit language is known by barely 
25,000 people and is forbidden to non-Brahmins. All Hin-
du scriptures were written in Sanskrit; thus, the common 
people had to trust the priests/conquerors regarding 
their new religion. Some have translated their Vedas 
(the five holy books of Hinduism)  into known languag-
es, including English, in recent years. The result is that 
many educated Indians now reject their faith as fantasy 
with its monsters and intrigue. Having Bibles in their 
languages, they can read for themselves the marvelous 
works of the Living God. As a result, though national 
data dismisses it, many speculate the percentage of 
Christians in India is not 2.3%, but as much as 23%.

understandinG india Politi-
cally:

In India today, nearly 1.4 
billion people live in what 
could be described as a 
“spiritual lockdown,” im-
posed by the militant Hindu 
party, the BJP, which has 
been in power since 2014. 
And because of their rule, 
no foreign missionaries are 
permitted in India. 

     In the 2014 elections, many suspected that the 
rise of Christianity among the lower castes, particularly 
the Dalits (formerly called, “Untouchables”), would bring 
other, more Christian-friendly parties to power. Their 
suspicion was wrong. Instead, it gave rise to the party 
whose purpose was to turn India into a thoroughly Hindu 
country.

When you think of India, you think of Hinduism. In 
Spanish, for example, you call an Indian a Hindu. In this 
case, the word Hindu does not refer to their religion but 
their national identity. That would be like substituting 
British for Anglican, German for Lutheran, or Mexican for 
Catholic. We, when speaking English, make a distinction 
between national titles and the culturally dominant lan-
guage. And so do Spanish speakers, usually. But when 
Spaniards (Roman citizens trading in Roman merchant 
ships) first stumbled upon India, it had a culture already 
thousands of years older than their own. Hinduism was 
so embedded in the historical culture of the land that to 
be Indian was to be Hindu. So, my wife Nolin, who is 
Hispanic, refers to our preacher friends in India as Hin-
dus, fully knowing that they are firm believers in Jesus 
Christ. To her, Hindu is a national name. She was sur-
prised to learn that it is also the name of their religion. 

That same philosophy has led the BJP party and their 
Prime Minister to pursue a “Hindu for the Hindus poli-
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cy.” In other words, they want to return India to being a 
country where Hindus (Indians) — all and only — wor-
ship the gods of Hinduism. But how could that happen, 
seeing estimates report that India is only 80% Hindu and 
14% Islamic, 2.3% Christian, 1.7% Sikh, 0.7% Buddhist, 
and 0.4% Jain? Keep in mind that even the smallest 
non-Hindu faith, Jainism, equals 4.45 million souls. So 
then, there are more than 227,000,000 Indians who are 
not Hindu.

The Hindu government is opposed to, but not contrary 
to, all of the non-Hindu faiths, partially because they 
are an off-shoot of Hinduism (Jainism and Buddhism). 
Sikhism believes in only one god, their founder, but have 
traditionally been the warrior/military/police caste, mak-
ing them a more challenging target to diminish. Also, like 
Hinduism, you are “born” into those faiths based on your 
family. Incredibly, you cannot convert to these faiths; you 
must be born into them. Therefore, they are not a com-
pelling competition to Hinduism as they do not seek con-
verts. However, Islam and Christianity do, making them 
a threat to the existence of a thoroughly Hindu India.

Some leaders gradually seek to accomplish a nation-
wide political/religious acquisition by creating and impos-
ing laws and mandates. Particularly laws that prohibit 
missionaries, converting Hindus. 

Humanitarians, opposed to pain and suffering, want 
to do so actively by converting or re-converting Indians 
to their original Hindu faith. In this case, Hindus who 
had become, for example, Muslim or Catholic would be 
encouraged to deny their new faith and return to their 
original faith, Hinduism.

The more devout want to force change rapidly and 
aggressively by killing non-Hindus. They destroy their 
houses of worship and even ban their social ministries. 
They believe the intent is not to help but to bribe/con-
vert the poor to their doctrine. Thus, in 1992, we began 
feeding orphaned, abandoned, and even leper children. 
But we were not allowed to feed them on Sunday unless 
we fed them every day of the week. The belief was that 
a Sunday-only meal was a bribe to get them to church 
and convert. 

In the last few years, government policies have shut 
down well-known, highly funded, billion-dollar organiza-
tions like Compassion International, World Vision, and 
even Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity. Receiving 
funds from international sources has become illegal, and 
we struggle, albeit successfully, to continue funding our 
ministry there.

Their assets were seized, offices closed, and pro-
grams prohibited from working in India. Some ministries 
tried to install an India-only staff to continue the work but 
were prohibited. The government’s target was not the 
ministry or the messenger; it was the message.

hoW then do We serve christ there?
Frankly, the work continues and thrives best when we 

are not there. We don’t go there to preach for them as 
if they need our help or insight; we go to observe what 
they are doing and report it to you who fund them. When 
we are there, we are somewhat of an imposition. They 
have to take a break from their daily labors to show us 
what they have accomplished. Let me explain it to you 
this way:

Imagine a “city-slicker” from back East who has come 
to see what his cattle investment in Texas has pro-
duced. To get a better look, he wants to see the herd. 
To accommodate him, an old, grisly cowboy dismounts 
his horse then helps him into the saddle. He then takes 
the reins, slowly walking the horse around, with the 
wanna-be cowboy sitting sideways in the saddle, imag-
ining himself as the next John Wayne. When he finally 
dismounts, stiff, sore, and bow-legged, the old cowboy 
leaps back onto the saddle. Then, tipping his hat and 
spitting out a bit of chew, he gallops off, chasing strays 
in an effort to make up those wasted five minutes. 

Truthfully, they love it when we visit. The pastors enjoy 
showing off what they have produced and are grateful 
for an opportunity to demonstrate to us their need for 
more help — so they can do more work.

Americans like to say the “church” is not an organiza-
tion; it is an organism. And so too are we, since we as-
sist church planters in planting churches. Those church-
es then do what churches in the Book of Acts did; they 
teach and preach, train disciples, plant more churches. 
They appoint pastors and leaders, feed the poor, care 
for widows and orphans and the needy, and proclaim the 
Word of God.

Though the scope of our services in India would bene-
fit by having an office in each State (since typically, each 
State has its own language), we have not yet organized 
to that point and rely on the leadership of area pastors, 
who are the recognized leaders of groups of pastors. 
Some have a half dozen men who work with them, while 
others have hundreds. We rely on their organizational 
skills and assist them in whatever areas they request. 
Typically, that request comes in the form of financial 
support for preachers, food and feeding centers for 
children and remote villages, equipment for travel such 
as bicycles and motorcycles, construction of churches, 
and care for widows, orphans, and lepers. We also fund 
literature projects, television and radio broadcasts, Bible 
colleges, and mission trips to other areas of India.

We never rush to find a new group to work with. I 
receive, almost daily, requests from pastors in India who 
want or need help. (Incredibly, as I write this article, I 
have received another.) Our primary qualifications, other 
than doctrine, reveal if they are veteran church planters 
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and weed out those who might qualify from those who 
definitely will not gain our partnership.

And even after contact is initiated, it takes years for us 
to thoroughly vet a pastor/leader and make a final yes or 
no decision on offering support. One such man recent-
ly approved is named Pastor Rao. I will call him that 
because now, giving his full name could expose him to 
such things as losing his house and church, beatings, or 
imprisonment. (It’s not the same India it used to be!)

I was first introduced to Rao decades ago by one 
of our supported groups. (That is how we meet new 
groups.) He did small work in a nearby town, and though 
his reputation was excellent, the contact assured me 
that he did not know him well; he only knew of him. So 
we began our investigation process that lasted a dozen 
years but is now complete. In that time, we have met 
with him in person on several occasions and sent pas-
tors to see his ministry.

The last time I met him and his wife was in Decem-
ber 2019 in Rajahmundry, Andhra Pradesh. I stayed in 
a hotel that I use every time I am in the area, and they 
traveled an hour by car to meet me. Nolin and I shared 
a meal with them and chatted casually, allowing us all 
to get to know one another better. Doctrine, ministry ex-
perience, family life, etc., had already been determined. 
This was my final chance to uncover anything that might 
lead us to turn back and look for others. Before the 
meeting ended, I assured Rao that we would begin his 
support, but I did not give him a timeline. It was about 
a year later that we sent the first support check. First, 
I wanted us to fund a small project to see how well he 
would administer the funds and report back to us with 
details and photographs. He did better than expected or 
required. Then we began offering him limited, personal 
support. The support was primarily to help him expand 
his ministry as he has sufficient personal support from 
his members.

A few months ago, he invited me to go along with him 
on a missionary journey into a neighboring state that is 
one of the least Christian states in India. Frankly, they 
are one of the most persecuted states. Though my 
schedule would not permit changes, we did offer him 
funding for him and his men to make the trip and have 
Bibles to take with them. Then, after the trip, I received a 
detailed report with a cornucopia of photos. From those, 
I want to share with you what they accomplished. I will, 
of course, condense it so you can, as we say, “get the 
gist.”

Keep in mind that this was a simple, five-day ministry 
trip, plus the travel time. Rao wrote about:

Visiting a tribal village church:

By 10:00 am, the 
Bonda tribe women 
started to gather 
at Savior’s Baptist 
church. Around 100 
women gathered. 
They all sat really 
close to each other. 
We requested them 

to maintain at least a 2-meter distance, but they refused 
as it is their custom to sit close to each other. I asked 
many questions regarding their belief, and they came 
back with the answers; it was a great time for me to 
preach the Good News. They all heard the Gospel with 
great interest and agreed with us in prayers. After three 
years of hard work, we were able to bring them to the 
church compound, now they have started to trust us, 
which is good. May God inspire their hearts to follow the 
Cross.
Youth Meeting:

 By noon, we 
started the Youth 
Meeting. After the 
first session, we 
provided lunch, and 
then we had our 
second session. 
We finished our 
meeting by 4:30 pm 

and served the snacks. Every young person received 
a Bible. At that time, an elderly woman came rushing 
into the room where we met and said she saw a vision 
the night before that someone gave her a Bible, so we 
blessed her with a Bible.
Ladies Meeting:

Before we left, we 
gave each lady a 
gift, including some 
cash, as they had 
to hire a bus to 
bring them. Others 
living nearby had 
walked from at least 
six miles away to 
attend. Twenty wid-
ows were present, 
so we gave each 
of them a new sari 
(typical Indian wom-
an’s dress).
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For your inFormation: 
     The Bonda is a matriarchal society. Rao men-
tioned the women of the Bonda Tribe, located in 
Odisha State, formerly called Orissa, in east India. 
The tribe is split between the Upper and Lower 
Bonda. The Lower (population 17,000+) has limited 
contact with Indian society. Still, the Upper (popula-
tion 7,000+) has virtually no contact, living isolated 
in the mountains. Their low life expectancy has 
resulted in near extinction.  
     Bonda boys are usually married at ages 10-12 
to a woman ten years older. She is to care for him 
to maturity; then he, in return, cares for her in her 
old age. The literacy rate is only 14%.  
     The Bonda typically borrow money to purchase 
seed for crops. When unable to pay the debt, they 
forfeit their land. 
     Though largely unknown to each other, Rao and 
other groups supported by Final Frontiers actively 
pursue finding and evangelizing the Bonda. 

Pastor’s Conference:
On the 20th of 

November, we had 
a Pastor’s Confer-
ence. Many pastors 
who traveled from 
around 90km (56 
miles) away came 
to hear the teach-
ings. We had two 

sessions, and we blessed every pastor with a Bible to 
give to a new convert in their church. We received many 
invitations to visit their churches, so we have much work 
to do next time. By Evening 7:00 pm, we began our final 
journey for the day, which was 95km (59 miles) away. 
We arrived in Similiguda by 9:00 pm.
Jail Ministry:

On the 21st morn-
ing, we traveled to 
reach the central 
jail at Koraput by 
7:00 am, which is 
25km (16 miles) 
away from where 
we stayed. We got 
permission by 8:30 
am, and we went 

inside the jail. The jail was packed; we ministered there 
for two hours.
Visiting a three-year-old church:

After leaving the 
jail, we arrived at 
Kings Church by 
11:00 am, and the 
church was packed 
with many comers 
who were waiting 
hours for our arrival. 
We had a real good 

time and taught them from God’s Word, then we had our 
lunch and started to travel to a village named Binji-
riguda. Our next session started there by 3:30 pm and 
ended by 5:30 pm. We have ministered in this village for 
several years. We first learned about it while preaching 
in the jail many years ago. After being released from jail, 
many inmates choose to reside in this village.

Rao went on to tell more details about their trip, but 
this will suffice as an example of his tireless and produc-
tive labor for Christ. Of course, being a mission trip, he 
only revealed the pertinent details. This report did not 
mention his home church or its branches. Neither did it 
focus on his discipleship ministry (which included those 
traveling with him). He didn’t discuss his charitable 

outreach to the poor and widows or the several feeding 
centers he operates — all WITHOUT American funding. 
He merely shared the results of a week of traveling with 
his young Timothys. For the rest of their lives, they will 
apply the wisdom they learned from his practical leader-
ship. And pass it on to others.

Today in India, Christians are arrested for witnessing. 
Many churches have been wrecked and even burned. 
Typically, the pastor’s house will be destroyed as well. 
If he has a well, it would be poisoned, his chickens 
slaughtered, his wife and daughters raped, and the 
family stripped naked and displayed in the street. Upon 
hearing news of militant Hindus approaching, church 
members flee into the forest to escape beating, impris-
onment, and being killed.

Admittedly, some areas of the country are worse than 
others. Unfortunately, the region where Pastor Rao 
traveled and wrote about is among the worse.

Christians, and especially pastors in India, need your 
prayers. Foreign visitors do as well. In some church-
es where I spoke, I would be careful not to preach, as 
militants were among the congregants or standing at 
the door or window waiting to catch me “evangelizing.” I 
would be expelled for such a crime and lose the right to 
visit India for life. In some cases, after we left, pastors 
were interrogated and beaten. Yet, in other states, au-
thorities do not hinder preaching. Some states are more 
open than others.Not preaching, as a foreigner, merely 
means I would allow the people to ask questions about 
“my” Father, His Son, His home, etc., and respond with 
an answer. I would not invite them to Christ but would 
answer in such a way as to demonstrate how to come 
to Christ and instruct them to speak with the pastor.
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w w w . T A L . w o r l d

By Noel Prasad and Jon Nelms

Around the world, we are 
beginning to hire teenagers 
to work for us as apprentice 
administrators, giving them 
responsibilities for which we 
deem them capable of yet still 
challenging. One such young 
man, Noel, is a pastor's son. 
He is both administrative-
ly gifted and intelligent and 
yearns to serve God. His father 
is the founder and leader of 
the group, which is our largest 
group of preachers globally, 
and his mother, is a devoted 
wife, women's leader, and a 
doctor. Recently I asked him to 
send me a short biography of a 
child eating in one of their five 
feeding centers. I was hoping you 
could learn more about how chil-
dren and families live in impov-
erished lands so that you can understand their plight 
and why we are trying to help them. He responded 
with the story of a boy named Deekshith, who attends 
the Touch a Life program in their main church. He 
wrote:

The boy is 11 years old, poorly built, lean, and 
active, yet typically appears with a smiling face. In 
conversation with him, I (Noel) collected detailed infor-
mation about him and his family.

Deekshith was born in a traditional Hindu family 
containing five children and his parents. In the photo I 
included, you can see their family altar with the Hindu 
worship items and the several gods to which they pray 
and burn incense, and the photo of a deceased family 
member who is also worshipped. His father's name is 
Gopi; he is a painter, but unfortunately, an alcoholic. 
His mother, Uma, is a housewife. 

Usually, in India, couples expect or desire only a 
baby boy. But in this family, they had three boys and 

felt a need for a girl, and finally, 
they had a girl. So, there are 
four boys, and the last child is 
a girl. 

His parents were married at 
a very early age. Their oldest 
child is seventeen, and the 
youngest is four years old. 
Deekshith is 11 years old with 
two older brothers, one young-
er brother, and a sister. Being a 
big family but poor, most days, 
they only have half meals at 
best, but they were never fully 
fed.

The family lives in a tiny 
house in a slum area. You 
enter their house into a small, 

rectangular hallway where they 
sit, eat, and the children sleep. 
Attached to the side is a small 
room where the parents sleep. 
There is also space for a small 
kitchen where the mother cooks 

and an open toilet in the corner. Because their house 
has no functioning electricity, they light candles and 
lanterns in the evening. Most of the time, in the slums, 
the power supply is cut due to problems related to the 
transformer. There is no running water in their house. 
Drinking water is fetched every alternate night at an 
outdoor community tape when the government opens 
the tap. Hence, the mother and children carry water 
from the tap, in the darkness, to the house in the 
limited buckets they own. His mom works extremely 
hard to supply all the family needs because his father 
spends most of the money drinking. She also works 
part-time as a maid; her payment is a meal to carry 
home for her children. She sometimes has the oppor-
tunity to work for a day or two, returning with some 
foodstuff and a little money to provide for their house 
for a week.

Before Covid, they were given a mid-day meal 
when they attended the government school. However, 

Grandmother is at left and his moth-
er Uma  receiving dry rations at the 
church. Deekshith is in the blue shirt 

with him are two of his siblings, Gokul 
(boy) and Shivanya (girl). 
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#1 sPonsorshiP  alloWs you to choose and suPPort a sPeciFic child For $35 monthly, ProvidinG daily Food, school suP-
Plies and medial care. every quarter you’ll letter From your child, directly to you. 
#2 PartnershiP also knoWn as daily bread (PG. 22) is For those Who Give any amount to Feed desPerately hunGry chil-
dren (a dime Per meal is all it costs). in this ProGram you’ll receive occasional Photos and bioGraPhies oF one oF the 
children WorldWide Who Were beneFited by your oFFerinG.

before classes, they didn't have anything to eat. They 
would wait for the lunch break to fill their stomachs, 
then when they returned home in the evening, again 
they had nothing to eat. Neighbors sometimes have 
pity and give them some food. His mother takes that 
food and shares tiny portions for them, so they can 
all have something to eat, and she has nothing. Most 
nights, they drink water, so their stomachs are not 
empty, and they can fall asleep. They anxiously wait 
for the next day to have lunch at school. Such was the 
pitiful situation in their family – until Covid closed the 
schools.

Just before Covid, they had started attending the 
church, and they learned that we were providing an 
evening meal for all the children who attend, so his 
mother decided to enroll them in our program. Thus, 
they had nothing for breakfast, lunch at school, and 
an evening meal with us, and they all were happy 
about this.

Then came Covid. Schools and churches were 
closed, causing the family to suffer hopelessness and 
depression. They now had no food source, so they 
prayed to God to provide at least one meal per day, 
and our great God answered their prayers. Despite 
the lockdown, the church determined to provide dry 
rations for all our poor families and any others who 
would come seeking help. Dry rations include rice, 
dhal, oil, sugar, instant coffee, chili, salt, and cash.

They were happy about this as it enabled his mother 
to prepare them one good meal every day — and they 
enjoyed it. However, as they had gone some time 
without eating properly, they had all become weak, 
so they came to see my mom, who is a doctor. She 
prescribed and provided medicines free of cost, and 
by His grace, they are now doing well.

Deekshith's father doesn't take care of his family, 
nor does he show any concern for them. He is only 
worried about having money for drinking, and most 
of the time, he spends all the money he earns on his 
lusts, then troubles the mother for the little money 
she earns. If she doesn't give it to him, he beats her. 
This situation was troubling the family and causing the 
children great fear. His mother struggles to provide 
one small meal per day, but the father does nothing to 
care for them. Fortunately, from the time they joined 
the Touch a Life program, the church has supported 
them by providing meals, then dry-rations since the 
lockdown, their medical expenses, and sometimes 

a little cash. We are so 
grateful for touch a liFe's 
funding every month. 
There are an incredible 
number of families eating 
because of your help. The 
leper's children especially 
benefit because they can 
no longer go on the street 
to beg. What you give is 
all they get.

Deekshith's family is 
praying for a change in 
their father's life. Knowing 
the cause of their family's 
situation, they believe that 
if the father accepts Christ 
and quits drinking, they 
can have a happy family 
life as others do. Then the 
father's earnings would 
be spent on the family's 
needs, and they can eat 
healthily and lead a very 
good and happy life. That 
is their dream, their prayer, 
and their hope.

Currently, his father 
doesn't even buy them 
clothes; they accept 
second-hand clothes from 
their friends and neigh-
bors. Then, they wash 
those clothes and pass them 
out among themselves. 

In conclusion, they don't 
have proper food or dress, 
the father is uncaring and 
brutal, the mother struggles 
to survive, and the house is not a proper home. Due 
to all these conditions, they have no peace of mind 
in their family. But since they first visited our church, 
some of the members have visited them and prayed 
for them. Since then, God has provided peace to their 
family despite the conditions. Please pray for their 
situation, his father's salvation, and their future. Pray 
also for his mother Uma, as she has not yet accepted 
Christ.        

Top: Uma demonstrates 
how cooking is done on the 
floor. 
 
Blow: The household gods/
images worshipped by his 
father. 
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We are thrilled to have the honor of introducing 
you to Dennis and Ekaterina (Katya) Ellis, whom I 
have known for decades. Here, I have introduced you 
to our “office staff,” but now I want you to meet the 
Ellis family, who have labored with us for so long, now 
working from their home.

Dennis and Katya live in rural Madisonville, TN, 
halfway between Knoxville and Chattanooga. There, 
the rolling hills merge into luscious, green mountains, 
teeming with waterfalls and caverns, making it a 
well-deserved location for this elderly couple to serve 
from. Especially considering the stress and strain they 
have endured all their life.

Dennis was born in 1948 and saved at age ten. 
He was raised in a Christian home; his father was a 
lay preacher and an active soul-winner who profound-
ly influenced Dennis. His mom professed Christ and 
served Him but eventually turned away, abandoning 
the family when he was still a boy. Nevertheless, Den-
nis remained in the church, determined to emulate his 
dad’s zeal for the Lord. Finally, at age thirteen, he felt 
called by God to be a preacher.

While attending seminary and working towards 
several doctorate degrees, he was hired by Dr. Adri-
an Rogers, the pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis, TN. This was the church formerly pastored 
by DR. R.G. Lee, who in 1952 built an auditorium that 
would hold 3,000 people. Later, Pastor Rogers built 
their new facility with a 7,000-seat capacity. 

Rogers was known, along with others, as part of 
the “Conservative Resurgence,” the team that brought 
the Convention back to its “historical roots of biblical 
inerrancy.” Though there was a division among Bap-
tists, leading to the birth of the Independent Baptist 
movement, Rogers remained friends with such influ-
ential leaders as Dr. Curtis Hutson.

During that time, Dennis served as the Director of 
Evangelism for Dr. Rogers, administrating the college 
scholarship program, their children’s ministries, and 
the bus ministry. After this, Dennis pastored for a time. 
His first church was proclaimed the fastest growing 
church in Tennessee by the National Bus Ministry 
Fellowship.

After some time, Dennis felt led to serve God as 
an Independent Baptist missionary and moved to 
Russia in 1992, at the age of 44, to start a church and 

establish a Bible Institute. (In Russia, the word “insti-
tute” is our word for “university.”)

Dennis befriended the Senior Priest of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church in St. Petersburg, with whom 
he became close, personal friends. Fathers Igor and 
Gennady (President of the Orthodox Seminary) both 
received Christ through Dennis’ witness. During his 
many years of service, Dennis also used his business 
experience and acumen to start several successful 
businesses reaching Russian businessmen and even-
tually Mafia members for Christ. His success caught 
the eyes of an American denomination of like faith, 
who asked him to take over their Russian ministry, 
offering him an incredible salary, a house, car, etc. 
However, Dennis declined because of his stand for 
fundamental doctrines and because they would not 
allow him to plant more churches.

By 1997, Dennis met Katya, a church member for 
years, whom he knew only from a distance. Dennis 
was pastoring a large mother church and had started 
eight other churches. All of these had been legally 
approved and registered by the government. He could 
not know all his members at that time. And of course, 
as time passed, he turned the churches over to the 

Getting to know our staff …

Dennis and Katya Ellis 
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men he was training in his school, the St. Petersburg 
Bible Institute.

Katya was primarily responsible for arranging 
the approval of the churches. She was not born in a 
Christian family per se; her family was atheist. Her 
mother was Ukrainian and had moved to Russia, 
where Katya was born. Katya speaks some Ukrainian 
and is fluent in Russian and English.

Katya is highly educated, having earned a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Chemical Engineering. She was born 
in 1964 and came to Christ in 1990 at age twenty-six 
while seeking God in an Orthodox church. But after 
finding Christ, she hungered for more. About that time, 
she confided with a comrade at work that she wanted 
to study English. The friend advised she learn from 
a native speaker rather than a Russian and directed 
her to Dennis’ church, which offered free classes in 
English. There she studied and became fluent. Finally, 
she met Dennis.

Katya’s testimony demonstrates that God is not 
hindered by our location, age, background, or knowl-
edge. He can save anyone seeking Him, overcoming 
any and every obstacle to do so.

Before long, the two had married, and because 
of this, Dennis acquired a new position in the coun-
try. He became a legal resident. Once, when going 
to vote, the authorities questioned him as to why, as 
a foreigner, he was voting. In typical Russian style, 
Katya told them, he is registered and “pays the same 
for ten eggs that you do.” With that said, they allowed 
him to vote. He had gained citizen’s rights. Before 
long, he was the only foreign, legal pastor of a legal 
church in Russia, though technically, his title was 
“administrator.”

Life was not easy in Russia before or after com-
munism fell. And living there was not easy. Later there 
would be a rush of missionaries flooding the country 
when it opened, only to leave a few years after as 
it began closing. But Dennis and Katya settled in to 
finish their race. They had no car; virtually no one did. 
And they lived in a communal, assigned apartment 
that is almost beyond description.

The apartment consisted of three rooms; not three 
bedrooms, but three rooms. Two were designated for 
the Ellis family. And there was, of course, something 
that could be considered a bathroom. An old, alcohol-
ic, retired, professional boxer and his wife lived in the 
other room; they didn’t enjoy living with an American. 
There was no living room, no dining room, and no 
kitchen. They had a small refrigerator, a few cabi-
nets, and a place for their clothes in their bedroom. In 
the beginning, Katya kept the refrigerator in a small 
cooking area near the front door. Because the boxer 
would steal their food and pick fights, they moved into 
their 800 square foot “suite”. Couches were also beds, 

chairs, and a kitchen table. This arrangement seemed 
strange to Dennis, but it was all the people of Eastern 
Europe had ever known.

To use the bathroom, you first had to be sure no 
one else was in it, and there was no lock on the door. 
Unfortunately, the bathroom was always filthy with 
trash and urine due to the boxer’s continuous drunken 
state, which Katya would continually clean.

Despite living conditions, Dennis continued to train 
men for ministry and personally ordained fifteen men 
as pastors, missionaries, and teachers. And while he 
personally started eight churches, his churches start-
ed another dozen or more. In one year, his churches 
led over 5,000 souls to Christ and offered discipleship 
for every one of them.

While planting churches in Russia for many years, 
Dennis worked with us as our National Director. 
He processed the funds we sent to the preachers 
and translated their reports for our sponsors. Then, 
around 2006, they contemplated moving to Israel to 
evangelize the thousands of Russians living there. 
Katya, being a Hebrew, had a legal right to immigrate 
there, as did Dennis, being her husband. But, as they 
proceeded with their plans, they felt directed by the 
Lord to return to America. They believed God wanted 
them to work with Final Frontiers as representatives, 
raising support for Russian church planters and others 
worldwide.

Dennis moved back to his home state of Tennes-
see. Soon, the Lord miraculously gave them a house 
and a vehicle. They began to speak in churches. Over 
the past dozen years, they have acquired nearly 350 
sponsorships and helped purchase thousands of 
Bibles and more. In addition, there is a fellowship of 
Baptist pastors in his area that includes seventy-four 
churches. Dennis has presented our work in almost all 
of these churches. They recently asked him to serve 
as the president of their fellowship.

They still have a passion for reaching and teach-
ing Russian-speaking people worldwide. They do this 
with their internet outreach called Open Light Minis-
tries. Here they post teachings, sermons, etc., in the 
Russian language, and Katya corresponds with those 
requiring personal counseling and spiritual help. They 
have “members” from over thirty countries, including 
Russia, Ukraine, Cuba, Spain, South Africa, New Zea-
land, the Baltic States, etc. They direct them to local 
churches if one exists in the area, and if not, enroll 
them in their internet teachings.

Dennis has incredible stories to tell of his ministry 
there, stories that will keep you on the edge of your 
seat and amaze you. I encourage churches to have 
Dennis and Katya for a meeting. You will not be disap-
pointed, and your people will be tremendously bless-
ed. Contact him at: dellis@finalfrontiers.org
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B U I L D I N G  A  B E T T E R  M O U S E T R A P  

The Story Behind the Stories
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about.

By Jon Nelms

What do you see in the picture? If you know the an-
swer to the question, you will understand why Dr. Igor 
is taking a photo of it.

In November and December 2019, Nolin and I 
traveled to India and Sri Lanka to visit our works in 
those lands and seek new church planters to support. 
Fortunately, we got out just as Covid hit. Traveling 
with us was my former neurologist, Igor Stojanov. 
Igor has been a great blessing to me over the years, 
helping to diagnose and treat a handicapping condi-
tion I developed called hepatic encephalopathy. He 
and the gastroenterologist determined that my debili-
tating condition was due to this condition. They began 
to treat me with medication that I remain on, and life 
soon returned. Most of you never knew I had a prob-
lem. That’s not your fault; I prefer to share with you 
the needs of the preachers and kids, not my own.

During the treatments, both of them learned that 
I am a missionary. Igor confided that he had long 
planned to quit his practice and become a missionary. 
He asked if he could travel with us, and we gladly 
consented. Several weeks before leaving, he retired, 
though a young man still, and joined us on the jour-
ney. Since then, he has moved back to his homeland, 
Croatia, and serves as a missionary there. However, 
his request to go with me anywhere and everywhere I 
travel remains intact. So, in February, he will accom-
pany me again, this time to Pakistan.

So, what is Igor taking a picture of? You couldn’t 
guess in a million years. Even with all my travels, I 
had no idea of its significane, so I asked.

Well, first of all, it’s not a drainage ditch, nor is it 
for rain; neither is it a moat, as there are no castles 
within thousands of miles. This dirt road took us to a 
village of a tribe that, until then, was considered an 
unreached people group. It is one of the hundreds 
of such groups that our men have evangelized. This 
tribe has one “main” village on this dirt road and 
forty-eight other villages in the mountains beyond, 
with only trails leading to them. The two preachers 
we have evangelizing them have to travel by bus for 
two hours, then walk six to eight hours to reach this 
village. They also pastor churches in their city, so 
evangelizing takes a great deal of their time. Before 
we left them, however, we arranged to buy each of 

them a motorcycle to reach this village in three hours 
and travel to the other unreached villages beyond.

(Thanks to those of you who gave for that need. Mo-
torcycles globally can be purchased for about $1350, 
brand new, with a helmet and registration. In this 
case, a little money literally goes a long way!)

So, have I teased you enough?

When traveling through the jungles, you are always 
grateful for a road that the government or a company 
has carved out, making your journey easier. However, 
it doesn’t mean the journey is safer. In some cases, 
especially in India, you must be concerned about 
attacks by snakes, bears, tigers, and even elephants. 
We buy motorcycles for our preachers because a man 
cannot outrun wild animals, not even on a bicycle. 
Still, on a motorcycle, he has a chance. In addition, 
he can more easily carry a box of bibles, a bedroll, his 
wife, or even one of his helpers-in-training, which we 
call Timothies.

This particular village where we planted a church 
is located in a nature reserve where elephants roam 
freely. And while Americans see elephants as kind, 
peaceful and loving creatures, those who live in 
jungles know they are anything but that. They are 
ferocious beasts that, if confronted, willingly or un-
willingly, intentionally, or accidentally, become brutal 
killing machines. And when they graze, they routinely 
enter villages, trampling gardens, huts, and anything 
in their path. The way to keep them out is to build your 
village at the top of a small hill, and around its base, 
dig a ditch with a steep climb on the village side. An 
elephant will forage further down the road rather than 
step into a ditch, then have a rough climb up a hill to 
escape it.  

Decades ago, in Thailand, they nicknamed me 
Chang, which means elephant. I like to think it was 
because I was carrying eight suitcases at the time 
and didn’t have a trunk (ha ha), but I soon learned my 
size had as much to do with it, as well as my strength. 
I’m not particularly eager to climb sharp hills either, so 
I know this works very well. Years later, I attempted 
to ride an elephant with a pastor friend at an elephant 
park. They stopped me, saying I needed to have my 
own elephant because of my weight.

And now you know the story behind the story.
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The tribal village where the church was started. This is the 
village protected by the elephant ditches. 
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Our Director in Kenya, George Thumbi, had asked 
for funding to start a feeding center in his father’s 
home church. But, unfortunately, we had no appli-
cations and no sponsors for the children. So, we 
stepped out by faith to expand our Daily Bread divi-
sion of Touch a Life.  

As you know, DB does not have sponsorships for 
individual children; instead, we pool offerings to feed 
as many kids as we can. Sometimes this happens on 
a Sunday at church, or several times a week, or even 
daily in other locations, depending on our unspon-
sored food supply.

This program is not as personal as Touch a Life, as 
you don’t get to choose a child and receive letters. 
But in function, it is superior because, with the same 
funds, we can feed many children rather than a few 
and provide reports for feeding centers worldwide 
rather than individual reports of children.

Our first faith project in Kenya went so well that 
in November, George asked if he could start a sec-
ond center and gave us a budget that would carry it 
through March 2022. He wrote:

“The total cost for foodstuffs, i.e., cooking oil, rice, 
beans, maize, flour, and other stuff for the two church-
es, is $1,235.00.

“The total cost for kitchen items, i.e., cooking pots, 
plates, cups, knives, buckets, a TAL Banner, and oth-
er stuff, is $265.

“The grand total for both centers’ food and kitchen 
items is $1500 for the next five months.”

Because of the success of the first, by faith, in De-
cember 2021, we opened the second Kenyan feeding 
center. Several weeks later he wrote again:

“Our TAL program in our second church is going on 
well. On the first Sunday, we had around 50 children 
who we fed, and they were all satisfied. The second 
Sunday, we had around 60 children. We pray this pro-
gram will touch the lives of many children, and many 
children, through this program, will get saved.”

I write hoping that some of you will send monthly or 
a one-time-only offering to help us finance these two 

centers and open many more. In Kenya, we can feed 
a good, hot meal to a child for about 15¢, but as more 
and more children are enrolled, we can buy in bulk, 
and that price should drop down to around 10¢ per 
meal per child.

Another thing that would help greatly is the pur-
chase of a used truck. Currently, we have to rent 
trucks and taxis to buy and deliver food. We saw in 
Honduras how owning a delivery truck could slash 
administrative costs and would like to do the same 
in Kenya. However, the price of used vehicles has 
soared worldwide, particularly there. At this time, 
prices have risen above $40,000, but we are diligent-
ly looking for a cheaper but reliable option. Still, we 
expect the price to be around $25,000 or more. Such 
a vehicle should last ten years or more and benefit 
our feeding centers,. churches, and pastors. We hope 
some of our generous readers understand this need 
and how greatly it will help us.

The The Daily Bread Daily Bread Program provides food in bulk to feed Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.through our Touch A Life program. See page 23.

DAILY BREADDAILY BREAD

with $100 You can feed up to 1,000 children.  that's 10 cents per meal.
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THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of 
everyone is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This 
is our preferred and most effective method of supporting national preachers 
at whatever amount you choose. You will receive a different biography and 
report each month from a preacher supported through this fund so you can 
see what your giving is accomplishing.

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or 
call our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy 
list. Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes 
$10 support of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and 
accountability overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as 
well as providing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to 
half of this amount is used overseas. 
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be 
doctrinally sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church 
planting and training other men who are serving in the ministry.

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for 
national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experi-
ence as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full 
sponsorship.

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic medical 
care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered by pastors 
who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the children. Funding 
distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored children. You can go online to 
select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324.

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unsponsored 
children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unsponsored children 
immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center.

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s Word. Smug-
glers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations.

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support for this 
program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four.

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a generator 
or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dramatized, audio 
Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their great strength is that 
they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective with lepers and the illiterate. 
Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at www.ThePowerPack.world

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be applied as 
designated.

LAYING UP ETERNAL REWARDS 
WHEN YOU'RE ALREADY IN HEAVEN

Planned Gifts - such as a bequest in your will or 
a charitable trust, a stock donation or a designa-
tion in your life insurance - is a way you can help 
us continue to promote your desire to evangelize 
this world, even when you have passed on to the 

next - and its easy to do.
For help, contact your personal estate planner or 

let us refer you to one. 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc.

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535

MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO MOVING BEYOND INTEREST TO INVOLVEMENTINVOLVEMENT ... ...

Yo u r  G i v i n g  O p t i o n s . . .
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  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  Please contact me regarding:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

   
 □ Please send me information on your auto-debit program 

 □ I want to receive the Progress Report by Email

 Email:
_____________________________________

  Name:  _________________________________________________

  Address: ________________________________________________

  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________ 

  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________
 □ Check here if this is a new addres or phone number.
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a historical revieW oF missions GivinG:
 ► In 1900, Christians reportedly gave $200 million for 

foreign missions.
 ► By 1970, their giving had increased to $3 billion. 
 ► Still, in 2020, despite Covid, with its travel restrictions 

and banishment of social gatherings, Christians gave 
an enormous $18 billion. 

 ► In 2021, foreign missions giving increased to $49 
billion.

What Was accomPlished:
 ► From 1900 to 2021, the percentage of the world’s 

population considered to be unevangelized shrunk 
from 54% to 28%. Still, that percentage represents 
2,223,956,000 individuals, alive today, created in the 
image of God, whose name they have never heard.

let’s comPare our GivinG:
 ► In 2021, while we gave a staggering $49 billion to for-

eign missions, we gave $340 billion to our churches. 

 ► For some reason, the algorithm for 2050 shows that, 
although giving to foreign missions is expected to grow 
from $49 billion to $120 billion, the percentage of the 
world’s unevangelized will remain at 28.0.  

 ► Sadly, statistics show that of the $51 trillion earned 
by Believers. Only $848 billion was given to Christian 
causes (church, parachurch, missions, etc.). That 
means “we” gave only 1.6823% of our income to the 
maintenance and propagation of the gospel.

observation: 
     Giving to missions should be considered a spiritual 
investment that earns a good ROI (Return On Investment). 
So then, consider a proven, more efficient, and effective 
model to evangelize the world. We have found it with the 
support of the national preachers. They typically earn less 
than 5% of what their foreign counterparts do, and have no 
cultural, culinary, or linguistic barriers.

little known facts aBout the income of GloBal foreiGn missions 

around the world 

Churches Started
Villages Evangelized
Professions of Faith
Believers Baptized

since our beGinninG in december 1986, throuGh the eFForts oF our 
netWork oF tens oF thousands oF Preachers, timothies and their train-

ees, records indicate that there have been ...

durinG these years our 
netWork has encomPassed ...

Preachers 
Timothies
Touch A Life Kids

“COME AND SEE OUR ZEAL FOR THE LORD”
II KINGS 10:16

moved lately?  please give us your new address... 
e-mail: webmaster@finalfrontiers.org or call: 1-800-522-4324

register to receive publications and/or news alerts online at: www.finalfrontiers.world

Final Frontiers Foundation
PO Box 507
Louisville, Georgia 30434

Address Service 
Requested

facebook
JOIN US ON

443,916
1,392,687

16,466,709
5,706,736

2,949
25,199
3,420

Source: Center for the study of Global Christianity


