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 Through the funding of national and native preachers, we endeavor to  

effectively advance the Gospel where it has never been preached before.  

Cover  Photo...  

     The Progress Report is a free, quarterly publication of the F  F  F , I .  
Currently we are ministering in over eighty countries; many of which are closed to foreign 
missionaries. In other countries, work among the various tribal groups is restricted to national 
preachers only; thus they are open to us because of our unique method of missions. 
     We believe that the training and subsidizing of national preachers is the most efficient and 
effective method of global evangelism.  We seek to raise prayer and financial support from 
believers in the West, for God's servants abroad, who are actively involved in church planting and 
discipleship. 
     Selection of those we sponsor is dependent upon their doctrinal beliefs, need, reputation and ministry experience.  We support only 
those who are serving by faith, never those who are waiting for a salary in order to serve.  Worldwide, the average preacher in a third-
world country needs as little as $25.00 - $350.00 each month to support his family and ministry. 
     All those subsidized through this foundation are involved in church planting. Their various outreach ministries include: Bible 
translation and distribution, radio and television broadcasting, camps, Bible schools, outdoor and film evangelism, educational  and 
health programs, handicap and leper ministries, orphan and children's ministries, etc.  The Foundation receives its funding from 
individuals, churches, businesses, etc. who choose to select and support a specific preacher, project or child under the Foundation’s 
oversight; or give general donations allowing the funds to be used where needed.  
 

Current ministries available for support are listed on page 23: 
 

     The Progress Report contains articles dedicated to their purposes and providing accountability for those who support those causes.  
 

Executive Board of Directors: 
 

     F  F  is a non-profit, religious corporation, founded by Jon Nelms in 1987, and is governed by those serving on the 
Executive Board of Directors: Rev. Jon Nelms (Chairman), Rev. Daniel Nelms (President), Rev. Michael Horne (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Rev. Tim Schelling, Rev. Don Prosser, Rev. Steve Ware, Rev. Anthony Lamb, and Mrs. Suzanne Raper. Further council is provided by 
those serving on the national Boards of Advisors.  
 

International Offices/Directors: 
 

     International offices are maintained in every country of service for accountability purposes and 
are staffed by national and regional coordinators. Parallel oversight is provided by our Directors of 
Expansion. These Directors are staff missionaries who are particularly knowledgeable of their 
region of the world and are responsible for finding and approving the national preachers who meet 
our qualifications and are in need of support. Missionaries from various boards often fill these 
positions for us based upon their knowledge, experience and location on site. 
 

Contact Information: 
 

     For further information concerning this ministry and its various programs, or to schedule a 
speaker for your church or mission conference, please contact our home office: 
Final Frontiers Foundation  Telephone: (706) 955-4916 or (800) 522-4324 
1200 Peachtree St.  Email:     webmaster@finalfrontiers.org 
Louisville, GA 30434  USA                         
 

Legal: 
 

“Final Frontiers” is a registered trademark of the Final Frontiers Foundation. “Touch A Life” is a partner ministry and a registered 501 
C3, administered by the F  F  F . Other ministry subsidiaries (see page 23) are also administered by the F  
F  F  and are accountable to the Executive Board of Directors. 990s are compiled annually as are Certified 
Financial Statements, by an outside CPA firm and made available upon request or visible online at www.guidestar.com. Recent copies 
prior to posting by GuideStar are available by request. Contributions and gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible and are applied to the 
ministry's global evangelistic outreach.  F  F  is classified as a 509 (a)(1) public foundation, under section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.  
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Date:   October 2020  
     

Location:    East India  
 

Subject:      Bear Attack 
 
This brother, a layman who was guiding preachers to remote villages, was at-
tacked and mauled by a mother bear. Villagers, hearing the attack, came to his 
rescue. A group of men then carried him to the nearest transport location, and 
from there, they traveled for hours by bus to reach a clinic where they could save 
his life. Such are the dangers of ministry in jungle areas.  In consultation with our 
national church planters, final Frontiers has found a solution that will end most of 
this. Please read all about it beginning on page 12. 
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     Yeah, it's over! That seems to be the sentiment of most people but not for us. Nolin 
and I enjoyed having more time together than ever before. She is such a good wife; 
kind, patient, and loving. And as for the ministry, I don't see how it could get any better. 
 

     All our preachers were in lockdown, far more complicated than what we experienced 
here in the USA. Still, despite that, they found a way to minister to their congregations 
and even start new churches. Keep in mind that what we call a "church" is "a congrega-
tion of newly saved and baptized believers, meeting together regularly for worship, un-
der the leadership of a pastor." Most of these are commonly called house churches. 

They generally start with converting an individual or family, followed by daily or weekly Bible studies in their 
homes. These new believers are excited about the good news of a God who loves rather than hates. A God 
who gives rather than takes; a God who does not need a man to feed him, clean him, or move him about; a 
God whose eyes can see, whose ears can hear, and whose mouth can speak. They never knew there could 
be such a God, and now that they have found Him, they want to share him with others. Soon their little house 
will be crowded with family and friends who first came to hear about this God and now meet together regular-
ly. We call this a "new church," and it is typically comprised of about 30 newly saved and baptized adults. 
 

By the reports we received during 2020, we compiled these statistics so you could see what your giving ac-
complished. 
 

     Looking at the statistics, I can see that we need to encourage our preachers to be more active in baptizing 

their new converts. Typically, there is a salvation/baptism ratio of about 35%, but this year it was down to 
27%. This could be the pandemic's effect and the inability to travel to a lake, river, or ocean where the bap-
tisms typically occur. This is actually the first year that our statistics have dropped. Still, we are confident it is 
due to the hindrances of the virus. 
 

     I know that the analytically-minded among you will wonder how accurate our statistics are. Let me remind 
you that we do not support just any preacher or pastor. They have to be "actively and consistently involved in 
church planting and discipleship." So, when you consider that we have 28,056 such men in our network, then 
their activities individually become huge collectively. In fact, I'm a bit disappointed. These figures show that 
they only started 1.15679 churches per man in the entire year. But I can't blame them; after all, 2020 was the 
first year since 2005 that I didn't start a new church. 
 

     Pray for us and enjoy what you are about to read. As the song says, "To God be the glory, (all of it) great 
things He hath done." 

 Updates and Encouragement ... 

A few thoughts from Jon Nelms 

 

Conversions to Christ 1,365,315 That’s one every 23 seconds 
Baptisms 373,004 That's one every 1 minute, 25 seconds 
Communities/villages evangelized 114,396 That’s one every 4 minutes, 36 seconds 
New Churches started 32,455 That’s one every 16 minutes, 12 seconds 

smile.amazon.com/ch/58-1721535
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Providing God’s Word ...   
 for all people  
 in all lands  
 by all means 

 

     Islam does not teach that your eternal salvation is 
guaranteed; some would even say  Mohammad him-
self had no guarantee of making it to Heaven. There 
is the teaching that if you die as a martyr, you stand 
a better chance, but even that is not guaranteed. 
Thus, many Muslims are skeptical of the teachings 
they receive in their mosques and are frustrated that 
they cannot have a personal relationship with Allah. 
They yearn to know the God who created them and 
to learn what He has to say about each issue of life, 
in particular eternal life. This void in their religion is 
an opportunity for Christians to witness effectively, 
and it is why smuggling bibles into the region is so 
very important. To the Muslims, having "a book" of 
doctrines and Truth is fundamental to their faith. Not 
having a book on which to validate your religion is 
the equivalent of having no foundation on which to 
build your life, family, or future. 
     Muslims give great weight to having "a book" to 
base their faith on, and many of them do not even 
know that we as Christians have such a Book. They 
have heard of a book called the Bible, but since they 
have never seen one, never touched one, never read 
one, and most likely don't know anyone who has, 
they believe its existence is a lie and a fabrication of 
modern-day Crusaders. They reason that since the 
Bible does not exist, Christianity is therefore base-
less and cursed. 
     Their misguided illusion is why we work so hard to 
print and smuggle Bibles throughout Islamic North 
Africa, the Levant, and eastward into Islamic Asia. 
When an enquirer receives a Bible, his senses of 
touch, sight, and even smell are aroused. As his lips 
begin to form the words, his sense of speech and 
hearing are activated. In fact, of all his senses, only 
taste is not affected, but then the Word does say, "o 
taste and see that the Lord is good." Reading, he 
begins to detect a spiritual flavor that leaves him 
hungry for more. It is then he returns to the brave 
friend who risked his life to give him a Bible, with the 
declaration that this Book has spoken to him; that as 
he read it, it too read him, and he now has so many 
questions that need answers. They meet for coffee 

or a meal to secretly and quietly discuss what he has 
been reading. Eventually, a pastor is brought into the 
conversation to answer the most difficult of ques-
tions. Almost always, this man, woman, or young per-
son, has been spiritually awakened to the Truth that 
Jesus is the Son of God and gives himself to Christ, 
abandoning Islam and all its teachings. In time he 
receives baptism under cover of darkness and then 
begins the process of bringing his family and friends 
to Christ. We have found that one Bible typically re-
sults in NINE ADULT CONVERSIONS. Not bad, con-
sidering that each Bible only costs $6 to print, bind, 
and distribute throughout a 5000-mile region. 
     In 2020, we took Bibles into five different coun-
tries, distributing 1,500 to 15,000 copies in each. We 
were able to do this because of your consistent dona-
tions. 
     As these new Believers are discipled, they either 
become the seedling of a new house church or are 
placed into an existing house church where they can 
have fellowship and instruction. Each designated 
house church has, on average, at least six services a 
day, as members come and go at appointed times, 
trying not to arouse attention in the neighborhood. 
We now have scores of house churches throughout 
the extended region, each caring for their sheep, 
each planting new churches, and each training their 
members to witness carefully. Millions have now 
come to Christ in lands where conversion demands 
execution. 
     Will you please pray for our smuggling teams? 
Some are literally on the road at this moment. Will 
you pray for the new Believers to be protected and 
nourished with their precious Bibles? Will you pray 
that the house churches' locations remain a secret, 
hidden from the eyes of those who would destroy 
them, and will you give so we can deliver one more 
Bible? 

 

Help us print and smuggle more Bibles into the Middle East for $6 each. 
Your contribution makes you an integral part of our Smugglers team.  

See page 23 for more information. 

smugglers.world
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Emails  
 

From our preachers and workers  
around the world, and our                   

partners here at home. 

From Yelchuri Sudhakar Rao, Andhra Pradesh India 
 

We had three young people baptized, and a gather-
ing for the 25 African exchange students that we are 
discipling so they can return home as witnesses. We 
also had an outdoor service. Our church is praying 
for a building. December was a successful month. 

From John Hays, Hays Pure Water, USA 
 

Pastor Lucas and I have worked out batter and solar 
pricing. I plan to ship 200 complete water systems 
ASAP. God can use these in as many villages to give 
Living and drinking water. I appreciate you sharing 
your contact. If you have more you want to share I 
am open to being a servant to them. 
 

(This offer came from Brother John Hays after he 
had already given 300 units to Pastor Marcel Isaac in 
the Congo.) 
 
From Rajan Neupane, Kathmandu, Nepal 
 

Rajan is the pastor of the Greater Grace Church in 
Nepal. He was discipled by Pastor Karl Silva in Mum-
bai India,  a young pastor recently deceased. Jon 
met Rajan several decades ago and we supported 
him for a while until communication was lost. Now, 
we are re-connected and eager to re-establish a 
partnership. Rajan has an orphanage, a weekly radio 
program, a bible college, a Film ministry and has 
planted over 
40 churches. 
His goal is to 
plant one 
church in each 
“state” of Ne-
pal and then 
build from 
there. 
 

Our program 
is called Prem 
Ko Sandesh (Message of Love). It has brought thou-
sands of Nepalis to Jesus over the last 12 years. 
Many are calling in during the program and accepting 
Jesus. Recently a person from eastern Nepal named 
Mani Rai called after the program and he received 
Christ right during the call, then afterward one of our 
missionaries did follow up by travelling 35 km and 
after a few follow ups another person from Mani’s 
neighborhood received Christ. The audience is en-
couraged to enroll in our correspondence Bible 
course. The course maintains an enrollment of about 
3,000 students a year. About 500 complete the 
course each year. Many who finish the course ask to 
have the Jesus move played in their village. 

 



     Without a doubt, the 
pandemic totally destroyed 
all our international travel 
plans in 2020 and are 
somewhat affecting the 
plans for 2021. 
 

     While rumors circulate, 
one thing we do know is 
that Honduras is open for 
visitors. It is expected that 
they will require either a 
vaccine or proof of a nega-
tive Covid test. As we get 
closer to the summer, we 
will know more.  
 

     In the mean time, there 
is no reason to suspect 
that V  T  for 
the summer of 2021 will be 
canceled or even hindered. 
So, please contact us as 
soon as you can about 
your date preference. And 
if you are a family that is 
not involved with a group 
— pick your week. 
 

     We would like to sched-
ule one of these weeks just 
for couples (primarily full 
time ministers and their  
wives). Let me know if you are interested and what 
week is good for you so we can reserve it. 
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These are the weeks still  
open  for 2021: 

 
 June 3-10 
 June 10-17 
 June 24-July 1 
 July 1-8 
 July 15-22 
 July 22-29 
 July 29-Aug 5 
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“Lift up your eyes and look” 

Visionary Trips 

Our customized one week, missions exposure / adventure trips 
are for families, youth groups, schools and churches 

 
April: 

 

Middle East 
North Africa 

Pakistan 
 

May—August: 
 

Honduras Visionary 
Trips 

(week long -  
Church, School and 

Family groups) 
 

Sept/Oct: 
 

Ukraine 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 

 
Nov/Dec: 

 

Kenya 
Rwanda 
Burundi 
Congo 

Tanzania 
 

Jan /Feb.  
 

Pakistan 

 
 

VISIONARY 
TRIPS 

For more information call  
800-522-4324 

 

     EXPOSURE is one of the most significant 
building components to a child's character and life. 

     When my kids were little, really little, they saw a 
squirrel in the schoolyard across the street from our 
house in Covina, California. Daniel and Sara both 
started screaming and ran to the security of daddy's 
pant-legs. That's when I looked at my wife Juanita 
and said, "We're moving to Georgia." 

     They had never been exposed to animals outside 
of a zoo, other than dogs and cats. To see a live ani-
mal scurrying in freedom was terrifying to them. But 
a few years later, after playing daily in the woods 
behind our house in rural Georgia, having pets, kill-
ing snakes, and catching fish and frogs, Daniel had 
already bagged an eight-point buck. What a differ-
ence exposure makes. 

     When I was a young boy, my parents gave me 
great exposure to missions. Especially after the age 
of eleven, when I felt a commission from God to be a 
missionary. Every year when our church had a mis-
sions conference, mom and dad would volunteer for 
us to host a family in our already crowded home. 
Usually, if not always, this was a husband and wife 
with their kids. Having had four boys in seven years, 
my parents were confident that some of us would be 
the same ages as some of them. 

     I marveled at missionary kids my age being able 
to speak other languages. And I loved hearing their 
tales of adventure in Africa, Asia, or Latin America. 
In the evenings, the adults would sit in our living 
room or at the kitchen table, and the missionaries 
would entertain us with their stories. I remember sit-
ting on the floor at their feet, hanging on every word. 

     Did this exposure to missions have an impact on 
us, influence or change our lives? Well, three of the 
four of us started in life as pastors, then graduated to 
becoming missionaries. We three will never retire 
and will probably die on a mission field somewhere. 
Our oldest brother is a supporter of missionaries. 

     Expose your kids to missionaries and see what 
God will do with and through them. 

Getting our  
children  

involved in  
missions 
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     For several years we have been blessed to work 
alongside Pastor Thomas Maher. His ministry base 
is about forty minutes north of Madurai, in the State 
of Tamil Nadu. 

     Madurai is an ancient city and is home to one of 
the oldest Hindu temples in existence. Inside the 
temple compound, which is about four-blocks 
squared, are a number of smaller temples and 
shrines. I wrote about my first experience there dec-
ades ago, where I noticed a small temple surround-
ed by bamboo scaffolding. I asked my friend why 
they were remodeling the structure, and he informed 
me that it was not remodeling but an attempt to save 
it. The walls were beginning to fall because the foun-
dation was cracking. The interesting thing was that 
they had covered the entire structure in cloth and 
plastic, so you could not see the damage. I asked 
about it, and he told me that it is the temple of Shiva 
and that they had draped it to "cover his shame." To 
me, that was a strange thing to hear, being a west-
erner, so I enquired further. He went on to say that in 
Hindu tradition, if and when that temple falls, it would 
be the end of Hinduism in India. Fearing this, they 
had brought specialists from all over the world to 
help save it. Yet, in 2019 when I visited there again, 
the structure was still covering the shame of India's 
principal god, who cannot maintain his own temple. 

     India is a Hindu nation. And the present govern-
ment is a Hindu political party, which is why the per-
secution of Christians and the prohibition of evange-
lism is growing in severity. Yet, of all the states of 
India, Tamil Nadu is the least Hindu. Yes, temples 
exist, but their number and visibility make an experi-
enced traveler, accustomed to shires and temples 
on almost every corner, wonder if he is actually in 
India. 

     The Gospel has been there for two thousand 
years. When the Apostle Thomas arrived in Goa, 
India, he established a church there, probably 
among the Jewish settlers whose families had been 
there since Solomon's reign. He then moved south 
to the tip of the continent and then began his trek 
north. He was finally martyred in the city of present-
day Chennai (Madras), supposedly on a hill over-

looking the city. It is said that he started seven church-
es in India before his death. And due to the proximity, 
if he did pass through Madurai, it would have been 
one of the last cities he visited. Nineteen hundred 
years after Thomas, many British and American mis-
sionaries made India their home. Among them was 
Amy Carmichael, who served about a hundred miles 
south of Madurai. Her orphanage and home for un-
wanted women and widows are still functioning today. 

     Thomas, who was named for the Apostle Thomas 
like so many southern Indians, has targeted the same 
region that his predecessor did and is adding to the 
region's Gospel legacy. For years, he traveled the 
country as an evangelist and a professional singer, 
along with his wife. In this way, he got to know church 
leaders across India and especially in his home state. 
Seeing that there was a lack of knowledge and educa-
tion among preachers and influenced by a copy of 
the Sword of the Lord, he started a similar paper in the 
Tamil language. His circulation is now up to 19,700 
pastors. However, due to a lack of finances, his most 
recent issue was limited to only 13,000. 

     I have been privileged to write many articles for the 
Tamil pastors, not teaching doctrinal, but rather appli-
cation regarding pastoring and church planting. When 
I visited Thomas in 2019, he had arranged many 
meetings for me to meet and preach to these men. 
We traveled daily from site to site, sometimes meeting 
in a church, sometimes in an arena, speaking up to 
ten times a day to thousands and thousands of pas-
tors and their wives. I was physically exhausted while, 
at the same time, spiritually invigorated. 

     We have been assisting Thomas financially for 
several years, and he now serves as our National Di-
rector for the State of Tamil Nadu. He is an excellent 
partner in ministry, and so we try to be as well. 

     In recent months we have often advertised his 
needs and the projects for which he required funding 
help. You have seen many pictures of him and his 
team passing out food bags to church members and 
villages that do not yet know Christ. Or at least they 
didn't know when he entered the village, but they cer-
tainly did when he left. 

A FOCUS ON OUR TEAM OF PREACHERS IN TAMIL NADU. INDIA 
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this, of course, took him and his team into numerous 
villages where they not only preached the Word of 
God but demonstrated the Love of God with their 
assistance. On some days, when there was not 
enough food for the students, they ventured out to 
feed others while they themselves had empty stom-
achs. That is an education they will carry with them 
for the rest of their lives.      

     In his recent letter, Thomas surprised me. When I 
was with him, and since, I had told him about my 
friend Eddie Wilson who provides and promotes the 
preaching of the Gospel on television worldwide. His 
ministry is called Christian Media International. I 
don't know if they have partnered together yet or not. 
Still, typical of Thomas, when he gets an idea in his 
mind, he moves forward with his vision and does not 
concern himself with the petty details of how he will 
pay for it. He trusts God to take care of that. So, his 
surprise was this … "God has helped us to do the 
television broadcasting ministry every Monday. The 
television program is called "Hour of Harvest." We 
focus on preaching the Gospel to unreached mil-
lions. I hope you might be perfectly aware of perse-
cution in India about sharing the Gospel in public. 
So, we consider that this television ministry is a very 
good tool for entering into every home with the Gos-
pel. We just began this program from January 11, 
2021, onwards. A report from the television compa-
ny said that there were about 220,341 televisions on 
during our program 8:00 – 8:30 AM Monday. Glory 
to God, we have received about 2,917 telephone 
calls for various prayer requests and need of gospel 

packets, etc." 

      Thomas can do this because of his faith, skills, 
and network of pastors and college students. (And 
having a partnership with Final Frontiers to help him 
raise funding certainly doesn't hurt.)  

     I wanted to share with you what your support of 
our G  C  F  is doing. This is just 
one example, in one region, of one state, in one 
country, on one continent. Imagine what your pray-
ers and support are accomplishing around the world! 

     Thomas has a shared philosophy with us, which is 
as we minister, we should do so in a strategic man-
ner where our message and funding will produce the 
most fruit and "fruit that remains." 

     During 2020 his ministry was hit as hard as any-
one's could be. His school was temporarily closed, 
and many local students (35) were locked down at 
home. Many of his students (29) come from distant 
regions, as far away as Nepal's border and inside 
Bhutan. Those students were locked down in his col-
lege, so he had to find a way to feed them. Recently, 
our partners gave funds to take care of his students 

and many of the pastors and their wives that he 
teaches in his college. (photo above) And because of 
his testimony, the local and regional authorities, while 
the rest of the state was on lockdown, gave him the 
power to travel wherever he needed to do his work. 
Thus, our feeding centers continued to be funded, 

the kids fed, and the Word of God taught. 

     Several days ago, Thomas wrote to tell me that 
they were able to give food bags to more than 12,831 
people in 32 villages during the ten months of lock-
down. He wrote, "We distributed rice bags, vegeta-
bles, milk packets, eggs, and meat. The eggs and 
milk packets were distributed especially to children 
and sick people. We have provided cooked food box-
es to elderly people who can't cook for themselves. 
God has generously provided needed funds through 
our partners to help these hungry people." Doing all 



       According to the Brookings Institute study, 1.2 
billion people live in what the United Nations has 
classified as poverty hotspots. These are regions 
where the GNI per capita is less than $755 (in 2020). 
It is important to note that they are not speaking of 
countries but 2,894 regions that overlap 77 national 
boundaries. 

     One factor for a region continuing in this category 
for generations, they claim, is the reality of being 
land-locked, having no seaport, and few to no navi-
gable rivers. Having no seaport limits import/export 
revenues and drives up the price of essential goods 
that must pass several national borders before arriv-
ing in the target country. With taxes imposed at each 
crossing, the cost of goods soars out of reach for the 
average family. 

     For example, Ghana is a destination port for used 
vehicles coming from Europe. They have a large, 
deep-water seaport that neighboring countries do not 
enjoy. As a result, a vehicle purchased at the port in 
Ghana must then travel by road into Togo, Benin, 
Ivory Coast, or elsewhere. Each step along the jour-
ney increases the price due to fuel, transportation, 
tariffs, and taxes.  

     A second factor is the lack of sufficient education. 
Obviously, the higher the education rate and the 
higher the percentage of citizens to which it is availa-
ble, the faster the economic growth. 

     In my three and a half decades of missionary ser-
vice, I can contest to this. When I first met and evan-
gelized among the Akha tribe in northern Thailand in 
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1986, they all lived in bamboo huts with grass thatch 
roofs. As they came to Christ, their economy began 
to develop. As it did, they sent their children to 
school in the nearby Thai towns. Eventually, the gov-
ernment noticed this and started to build schools in 
the tribal villages. This resulted in more and more of 
the children getting an education somewhat equal to 
the Thai children. With education accessible, their 
poverty began to subside. Now they live in houses 
made of concrete blocks with cement floors, tiled 
roofs, indoor plumbing, and bathrooms and enjoy 
electric lights and running water. 
 

H       G  C -
 ... 

     Jesus made it a common practice to feed those 
who were not starving but hungry from being out all 
day listening to Him. We are told that crowds fol-
lowed him, not for food but for healing. So we see, 
the greater the personal need, the more appreciative 
the recipients of the fulfillment. So, what is the solu-
tion? 

1. Target the regions where the gift of food can 
greatly accelerate the spread of the gospel.  
2. Encourage missionaries to use food distribution as 
an evangelistic tool and provide them with the fund-
ing needed. It’s cheaper than you think. (see page 
23) We can teach them how. 
3. Recognize that there are thousands of national 
pastors across these regions whose ministries are 
equally or more adept at starting a feeding program. 

Poverty Hotspots 
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encourage you to think, wonder, and question why 
we do things the way we do them. Is it biblical or tra-
ditional, or cultural, and if so, should we change or 
keep on the beaten path? Some examples of those 
would be, "Does the Bible allow for women to serve 
as missionaries? If not, why do we support them?" 
Another is, "Why do we support so many missionar-
ies to some countries and so few (or none) to oth-
ers?"  

     Other puzzles were discussed because I had al-
ways wondered about them, and they are so rele-
vant. One of these is, "How can a church be confi-
dent the missionaries they support will not fail and 
what should be done if they do fail?" Another 
was, "How do we know what the missionaries we 
support are doing? Can accountability exist when 
you are supporting someone in another country?" 
When I was a pastor, I pondered, "If the missionary 
letters are meant to provide accountability, why do 
they not, and why do pastors/churches seemingly 
not care?"  

   While some of these issues may relate more to 
pastors, I tried to write in a way that would be appro-
priate and interesting to pastors, missionaries, and 
church members. After all, these are three partici-
pants and victims of these conundrums. 

   Of course, there are other issues covered, such as 
the age at which you should drop the support of a 
missionary and what determines the amount of sup-
port a missionary needs to raise and request?  

   The 18 conundrums discussed have been in our 
collective consideration for many decades, so I 
thought perhaps now would be a good time to dis-
cuss them. I was prompted by the old saying, "if not 
now, then when, if not me, then who?" I know that I 
am not an expert on any subject, but I have 35 years 
of experience as a missionary. That's more than five 
times the longevity of the typical missionary. So, if I 
haven't learned something by now, I might as well 
quit and go home.  

   To address these issues with some degree of clari-
ty, I divided them into four categories: Conundrums 

an ongoing series 

The Conundrums of  
Missions 

A conundrum is defined as “a confusing and difficult problem or question”.  
Every problem has a surface cause and a surface solution. In this series we hope to peel back the layers that will  

reveal not only the problem but also the cause, the root causes, the possible solutions and the steps to resolve it.  

By Jon Nelms  

 

     I have enjoyed doing this series over the past 
nearly five years. Approaching each conundrum has 
caused me to do a lot of study, research, and con-
templation. I am grateful for those who asked the 
questions, giving me a reason to think about each of 
them. Some questions came while speaking at a 
church; others from pastors or missionaries with con-
cerns, and still others from folks on Visionary Trips, 
where we often sit in the evening and chat about 
missions. 

   About a year ago, I decided to compile these and 
others that I had not yet covered and make them into 
a book. I did not merely copy what I had already writ-
ten. I expounded on the typically two-page originals 
using scripture, illustrations, and experiences of my 
own and other missionaries, current and historical. 
Thus, each two-page subject became ten to fifteen. 

   During a sleepless night in the early Spring of 
2020, while in Honduras, I fixed an outline of how I 
would tackle each issue, building a skeleton on 
which to attach the muscles and flesh. In November, 
I put aside all my other work (to the degree that I was 
able to) and went to work on the content. 

   I tried to cover some issues that you may know the 
answer to but are not comfortable with. Such as, "Is it 
legitimate to drop the support of a mission-
ary?" Other issues addressed are debatable, such 
as, "Is it wrong for a missionary to have other 
sources of income and still receive support?" Then 
too, I wanted to address some issues that are over-
looked. A good example is, "If we expect national 
churches to support national pastors, then why do 
we support missionaries who pastor national church-
es? After all, they serve for years or even decades, 
as pastors of the national churches?"  

     After that, I looked at issues that are still contro-
versial, such as, "Should a missionary be sent by a 
mission board or by a local church?" I think you will 
find my response to be somewhat surprising, but it is 
entirely scriptural. Most of the time, I just wanted to 
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regarding Missions Financing, Missions Policy, Mis-
sions Accountability, and Missions Philosophy. As you 
may have guessed, this is a book about missions and 
its relation to the missionaries, the pastors, and the 
church members that fund it. 

   Did I cover the subjects completely? Probably not, 
but I tried. At the end of each, I gave what I felt were 
thoughtful considerations regarding each issue's solu-
tion and how to accomplish it. I did this by offering 
"suggestions" to missionaries and then to churches. 

   Admittedly, there are more issues to be addressed. 
Still, having completed the first 18 on my list, I had 
already exceeded 270 pages. I 
felt that making it any longer 
would make it a difficult read. 
God willing, I will write a second 
volume coving such subjects for 
pastors and churches as:  

 How can we reduce or elimi-
nate the unintended waste 
of the missions dollars we 
invest, by supporting mis-
sionaries that never make it 
to the field? 

 What can be done to reduce 
the attrition rate of mission-
aries?  

 Can a local church fulfill the 
purposes of a mission 
board? 

and subjects for missionaries 
such as: 

 As a missionary, how can I 
start a business to help fi-
nance my family's needs 
and ministry? 

 Training Timothies -- Is dis-
cipleship a curriculum or a 
lifestyle?  

 How can I start a (or another) church? 

   It will also include a very informative section that co-
vers ... 

 10 Things Pastors wish Missionaries understood 

 10 things Missionaries wish Pastors understood 

 10 Things National Preachers wish we all under-
stood 

     I hope you will purchase a copy and if you find it 
useful, pass it on to a missionary friend or your pastor. 
The proceeds will be used to print it in other lan-
guages so the national churches/preachers can take 
advantage of what I have learned over the decades. 

   I intend to write on other subjects in the next few 
years, including a how-to manual for pastors/
churches to develop a missions program that can be 
both applied and maintained. And a manual on depu-
tation and furlough for missionaries, hoping to get 
them to the field faster and make their reports to their 
supporting churches more informational and motiva-
tional. 

   Before these, however, I plan to compile a book 
with 52 essays on missions. Each will be thoughtful 
and thought-provoking and shed light on the subject 
of the great commission. These will be comfortable 

reading, much like a daily de-
votional. I hope to expand 
them later and make a video 
series using these points to 
teach missions.  

     Once all these projects are 
finished, I hope to write a few 
books on missionary stories. 
One will be about the history of 
how we ventured into various 
countries and the miracles God 
provided. Another will be sto-
ries about persecution in the 
Middle East.  

     Finally, I want to write a bi-
ography about my wife. Her 
story of growing up in a remote 
mountain village is compelling, 
considering that she was near-
ly ten years old before hearing 
about Jesus and fifteen before 
wearing a pair of shoes. I want 
to share her story with you 
about where she came from 
and where she is now. I know 
the ladies and young girls will 
be blessed by her life.  

   As you can see, I have a lot 
of writing ahead of me. Still, since I am no longer 
chained to the ministry's day-to-day operations, I am 
free to speak in churches, travel globally, and write. 
Pray that my brain stays functional and my memories 
intact so that I can be a blessing to this generation 
and those that follow. 

    The book should be released this Spring. We will 
announce it by email when it is available to order at 
Amazon.com. I hope it will be a blessing to you, the 
missions-minded, and the missionaries for whom it 
was compiled. The book is dedicated to: 

Those who give, to those who go,  
and those who dream of doing so. 

And believe it or not, the rhyme was not intentional. 

Available this Spring at Amazon.com 
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By Jon Nelms 

 

     The whole world thought 2020 was a bad 
year. Still, few had as traumatic a time as did 
our brother Mahadev Naik in West India. He 
was attacked by a bear while escorting 
church planters who had been evangelizing 
in his jungle village. 

     This particular species of bear, called 
sloth bears, has a V-shaped chest marking 
and was the inspiration for the character 
Baloo in Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book, 
but don't let that deceive you. Though they 
have learned to survive mainly on ants, 
termites, and vegetation, it is one of the most 
aggressive bears on earth. Statistically, in 
Central Asia, this species is responsible for 
the majority of attacks on humans. It is 
fearful of man and will attack when 
confronted, intentionally or not, especially if it 
has its cubs in tow. 

     When attacked, it is impossible to flee 
from a sloth bear; all you can do is attempt 
to frighten it or fight it off. Though called 
"sloth bears," they can run faster than 
humans, attacking with their 4-inch claws. 
They stand at the top of the food chain, 
sharing it with tigers and leopards, their only 
serious threat. Each year the sloth bear is 
credited with killing 6-8 people. 

     Have you, as a layperson, ever been asked by 
your pastor to run an errand for him or the church? 
Maybe you picked up a visiting preacher at the 
airport or hurried to get coffee and donuts for your 
Sunday School class. Whatever the request, you are 
always there to serve your church's needs and 
lessen your pastor's load.  

     Such was the case for Mahadev. He is neither a 
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pastor nor a preacher but a faithful layman in his 
village. He had a burden for the village where he 
lives, deep in the jungle, and asked pastor Maridas 
to evangelize the people living there. He was the 
"man of peace," offering his home as a place for the 
new church to assemble. 

     In their initial effort to preach Christ, Mahadev 
was the first person to convert. After each visit, he 
would escort the men back to their pick-up point, a 

Sometimes a “roaring lion” comes in 
the form of a r avaging bear.  

The Indian Sloth Bear: Image from the Deccan Herald 
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concrete structure located along a jungle road. There 
are no scheduled transports here, but a truck or bus 
may pass by and give you a ride if you wait long 
enough.    

     From that time on, Mahadev arranged to be there, 
waiting to escort Pastors Maridas and Simon through 
the jungle and return them to their pick-up post later 
in the day. This was his service for the Lord, even 
though it meant that Mahadev would be walking 
home in the darkness alone when the bears are 
foraging. 

     Pastor Maridas has already started eight 
churches, and Simon has started one. Together, they 
were starting a new work in this village, hoping to 
train men like Mahadev to evangelize the villages 
beyond. About ten years ago, I met these two men. 
Maridas had just started his first few churches, and 
Simon was one of his "Timothies." We found Maridas 
a sponsor and began supporting him at that time and 
have continued to do so.  

     On this day, Mahadev had enjoyed his walk and 
conversing with the two pastors. They laughed 
together, answered his questions about the Bible and 
his new-found Lord, and discussed their plans for 
more evangelism and starting a new church. When 
they finally arrived at the pick-up station late in the 
afternoon, he felt comfortable leaving the pastors 
because it has a firm door, and the window openings 
are secured with thick tree limbs fastened in the 
shape of bars. Still, he waited for a while because he 
knew it would likely take a few hours for a vehicle to 
pass and that it would be several weeks before they 
would return. He wanted to be sure they were on 
their way safely and that he could soak up as much 
fellowship as possible. 

     When a transport finally passed, he said his 
goodbyes and watched as his pastors rode away, 
then he began his return home. It was about 5 PM, 
and the sun was already beginning to set. As an 
experienced woodsman knows, it gets dark in the 
jungle sooner than it does in an open field. As he 
walked, his spirits were high because he knew he 
was near his village, and his wife would have fresh 
water and food waiting for him. 

     As he struggled to keep his eyes on the trail in the 
darkness, he was suddenly attacked from the side by 
a mother bear. Almost immediately, the jaws of the 
bear were fixed on his head, and her right paw 
swiped his left arm, ripping his shirt and his arm, then 
her left claw swiped his forehead leaving a huge 
gash. He could immediately feel the warm blood 
gushing down his face. He knew he could not outrun 
the bear, so he tried to push it away, but to no avail. 
Through the blood streaming past his eyes, he saw a 
stick and picked it up, but before he could swing it, 
the bear knocked it out of his hand. Feeling helpless, 

Above is the narrow trail they walked 
 

Below is the spot of the attack 
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he screamed at the top of his voice, hoping the sound would 
frighten the bear, but this attempt also failed. However, by the 
grace of God, there were some herdsmen nearby protecting 
their cattle; hearing the screams, they quickly came to his 
rescue. As they ran toward his voice and the gnarling of the 
bear, they began to scream louder and louder, their voices 
alarming the bear, causing it to run into the brush. 

     Some of the men ran to the village to get help while others 
tried to stabilize him and watch, in case the bear, or a tiger, or 
leopard smelling the blood, might appear. 

     The men were able to carry him back to the pick-up 
station, and after several hours, a truck passed. The driver 
agreed to take him to the closest clinic, serval hours away, 
where they treated Mahadev free of charge because the 
attack occurred in a government forest reserve. Still, after 
several days, they had to transport him to a special hospital 
as he struggled to fight infections. After surgeries and 
treatment, he remained there in serious condition. 

     Our brother Mahadev by trade, is a daily wage worker, 
typically earning about $25 weekly. Besides that, he cuts 
wood in the forest to sell for household cooking fires.  

     He was afraid of returning to the village, fearing the people 
would blame him for the bear attack or even a return of the 
bear as he walks through the jungle. At that time, not knowing 
he was still in a hospital, Solomon, our director in that region, 
had already gone to the village to check on him. When he 
knocked on his door, no one answered, and a neighbor told 
him that the family was with him in the hospital because his 
condition had worsened and become very serious. Solomon 
searched for him in several locations and found him after a 
day's efforts. He encouraged him to be "bold and 
courageous." And as a result, Mahadev determined to return 
home, risking his life from a bear attack and the zeal of the 
idol worshippers.  

     Why such danger? Many Christians wrongly believe in the 
"retribution principle," which teaches that tragedy in a 
person's life is punishment for sin. Pagans believe the same. 
Since the bear attacked Mahadev and not one of them or 
their cattle, they concluded it was the gods' wrath or karma 
punishing him. Mahadev was afraid to go back to his village. 
He feared the people might beat him and force his family to 
live alone in the jungle, leaving them with no collective 
protection.  

     Solomon asked that we pray for Mahadev's boldness and 
protection. Ultimately, the attack occurred while he was in the 
service of the Lord. Were he not, he would have been at 
home with his family, not on a dangerous trail in the 
darkness. And were there already more Believers, he would 
not have been alone. So, we need to pray and help these 
pastors convert the people and establish a church. A hundred 
years from now, the people there, whose parents are yet to 
be born, will tell the story of Mahadev and how he gave his 
life for them, just as our Lord Jesus did. 

     Satan indeed walks the earth as a roaring lion seeking to 

Above is the protective pick-up station 
Below is Mahadev arriving at the hospital 
several hours later. 
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layman was attacked, but it could just as easily, and 
more typically have been a preacher. We have had 
several men wounded over the decades and several 
killed. 

     I have written about this need for years, asking 
you to help them by donating a motorbike, which can 
outrun the predators. Many of you have generously 
given to help us purchase these; in fact, there is one 
family in West Virginia who has purchased many 
such motorbikes worldwide. 

     I know most of you can't afford $5000 or more for 
a decent motorcycle. Neither can I, but so what? We 
are not asking for motorcycles but motorbikes, and a 
brand new one only costs around $1300, including 
the license, registration, and usually a helmet. And 
the good news is, even if all you can give is $50, we 
can add that to the $50s of other people like you and 
still buy a dozen or more of these tools. 

     In recent years we have purchased scores of 
motorbikes, mostly for India and Africa, and given 
them to men who had fully evangelized within their 
geographical circle of travel. After they go as far as 
possible on foot, we get them a bicycle. When they 
have covered that area with new churches, we buy 
them a motorbike to take the Gospel further.      

     As I wrote this story in mid-January, I was curious 
and wanted to close with an update on Mahadev's 
situation. I was saddened to learn that he passed 
away in the hospital shortly after Solomon had visited 
him, and he had determined to go back to his village 
to witness and help his pastor friends plant a church. 
He is survived by his wife and two children who had 
not followed Christ as he had. They, too, are afraid to 
return home because the people still murmur against 
Pastor Maridas and Mahadev. We hope she will allow 
their home to be used as a meeting place in honor of 
her husband. 

     Often in India, when a man dies, it is believed to 
be because of his wife's sins. For this reason, she 
may be killed, beaten, or cast out by her in-laws in 
whose house she lives and rejected by her own 
family as a pariah that brings judgment. They are left 
to wander the streets begging for food. This is why 
we should step in to help them. Mahadev was not a 
preacher, so she is not entitled to our preacher's 
"insurance" fund, but since her husband was the 
"man of peace" in this village who gave his life to help 
us plant a church, we feel that she is entitled to our 
help. 

     I hope you will join us in this incredible church 
planting effort and remember to pray for Mahadev's 
family. And if you want to send a small gift to help 
them, in Jesus' name, we can take care of that for 
you as well. The family is in desperate need. 

destroy us, to consume us, and to mutilate us. In this 
case, he came in the form of a bear. Many battles 
sadly are lost, but Christ will win the war. 

     Your support of the Great Commission Fund 
provided the resources to reach this village with the 
Gospel. It is fully funded by you who support it, 
whether occasionally or every month, whether $5 or 
$5000; whatever you give goes to fulfill the Great 
Commission.  

     Now we must send the preachers there again, 
demonstrating the solidarity that Believers have by 
helping this widow and her children. What a 
testimony for Christ that will be. The early church did 
it, and that is why Christians were "known for their 
love." We should do the same. We must do the 
same. 

     Consider that there are now no missionaries in 
India; they are all forbidden. The effort of reaching 
India, the most populated country on earth, is in the 
hands of Indian pastors, evangelists, and laymen. 
We can pray, and we can still finance their efforts, 
but the work is done by them and them alone. 

     One of the best resources we can give to them is 
the gift of a motorcycle. Why?  

     First, the preacher can take his wife with him as 
he evangelizes. Why is that important? The culture in 
India forbids a woman to speak to a strange man. 
Doing so implies that the woman is unfaithful to her 
husband. If an informer tells him that his wife was 
seen talking to a man, he will likely beat her. He may 
even kill her, usually without repercussions. 
However, if the preacher's wife is there, there is no 
cultural problem. 

     Second, as this story indicates, it is dangerous for 
these preachers to be out in the fields and forests 
where they cannot outrun a predator. This time, a 
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· Orangeburg, South Carolina 
· Vidalia, Georgia 
· Winder, Georgia 
· New York, New York 
· Tuba City, Arizona 
 

     His website reports that in the first six years of US 
Church Planting, the new churches collectively aver-
aged 949 in attendance each week. They also had 
2,710 people trust Christ and are supporting 153 
missionaries. 
 

     While we at Final Frontiers involve ourselves in 
church planting in third world countries, John, per-
haps like many of you, has a burden to do the same 
here in America.  
 

     John studies the regions and counties needing a 
church, then travels at his own expense to plant the 
church or to help a man already there for that pur-
pose to do so. For those of you concerned about our 
own nation and the need to start new churches, I 
want to encourage you to visit his website, www. 
UCchurchplanting.org, or visit his Facebook page, 
US Church Planting Ministry. Who knows, you may 
have family or friends near a new church plant. 
 

     Here’s how you can contact Pastor Hamilton.  
 

 Email: nbc220@earthlink.net or by  
 Cell: (803) 447-2900. 

     Pastor John Hamilton is a long-time friend and a 
faithful supporter of this ministry. Besides his church, 
New Life Baptist in Columbia, SC, he has another 
growing ministry. About eight years ago, John started 
the US Church Planting Ministry. In that time, he has 
started, helped to start, or revitalized 26 churches 
in ... 
 

· Lima, Ohio 
· Athens, Ohio 
· Pickering, Ohio 
· Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
· Danby, Vermont 
· Nashville, Tennessee 
· Various places in Utah 
· La Crosse, Kansas 
· Pinon Hills, California 
· Maui, Hawaii 
· Montevideo, Minnesota 
· Alexandria, Minnesota 
· Elbow Lake, Minnesota 
· Montevideo, Minnesota 
· Big Timber, Montana 
· Butte, Montana 
· High Springs, Florida 
· Pensacola, Florida 
· Reno, Nevada 
· Blythewood, South Carolina 
· Hartsville, South Carolina 

Do you know about this ministry? 
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SPONSORSHIP  ALLOWS YOU TO CHOOSE AND SUPPORT A SPECIFIC CHILD FOR $35 MONTHLY, PROVIDING DAILY FOOD, 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND MEDIAL CARE. EVERY QUARTER YOU’LL LETTER FROM YOUR CHILD, DIRECTLY TO YOU.  

PARTNERSHIP ALSO KNOWN AS DAILY BREAD (PG. 22) IS FOR THOSE WHO GIVE ANY AMOUNT TO FEED DESPERATELY HUNGRY 
CHILDREN (A DIME PER MEAL IS ALL IT COSTS). IN THIS PROGRAM YOU’LL RECEIVE A MONTHLY PHOTO, A LETTER AND BIOGRAPHY 
OF ONE OF THE CHILDREN WORLDWIDE WHO WERE BENEFITED BY YOUR OFFERING. 

      While we are always eager to help the helpless, 
experience teaches us that the best help we can give 
is to help them learn how to help themselves. This is 
why, beginning in Myanmar, Touch a Life is experi-
menting with not just giving away food but also pro-
ducing it. 

     With your help, we have already made great 
strides in meeting the needs for better production at a 
farm owned by the orphanage we support there. We 
are now trying to raise funds to purchase eight more 
acres of land where the goats will be transferred as 
better grazing land. 

     The current farm has iron-rich, undrinkable water, 
even for the animals, and boggy ground during the 
rainy season, which has caused the death of many of 
the goats, especially the newborns. The new property 
is more expansive, sloping with shade trees, and has 
a continual water source. So, the plan is to move the 
goats there for grazing and water, keep the chickens 
and turkeys where they are, and use it as a place for 
growing crops and feed for the goats. These two 
properties will allow the orphanage to take care of 
many of its own needs, provide job training for the 
children, and produce income. This will enable them 
to take in more orphans without the need to get them 
sponsored—a win-win for us all. 

     Now, all we need is to raise the final $23,600 to 
buy the land. 

     An interesting note is that we are importing two 
types of goats, one from South Africa, which is bulki-
er and meatier and will be raised to sell the meat, and 
the other from Switzerland, which produces a lot of 
milk. One goat can produce nearly 4 liters a day. 
Their milk is believed to be medicinal and currently 
sells for $4 a liter; that's as much as $5500 annually 

from one goat. 
Now, do you see 
why we are doing 
this?  

     The chickens 
are called Yunnan 
as they are from 
that region of Chi-
na. In just three 
months, they grow 
from hatching to 
3.5 lbs. and sell for 
$8. BTW, did you 
know that the first 
chickens imported 
to Palestine were 
in the middle of the 
third century? That 
means our Lord 
and the disciples 
never had fried 
chicken, jokingly 
called the "Baptist 

holy bird." I guess they weren't Baptists. But what 
about the "cock” crowing? Well, no chickens mean no 
roosters. The "cock” was likely referring to the pea-
cock, which ancient cultures, particularly the Romans, 
taught to crow at certain intervals during the night. 
They were a night-time sundial. That's why Jesus told 
Peter he would make three denials before the cock 
crowed the second time. 

     Back to the present... If we are successful, we 
plan to use this pattern and open businesses around 
worldwide to fund Touch a Life feeding centers, or-
phanages, and even the national preachers. We hope 
you will help us with this project as best as you can. 
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different. Her hair is naturally black, but at the time, it 
was more orange in color due to malnourishment. At 
the age of six, she got her very first pair of shoes 
when some Americans on a missions trip had come 
to her town to give supplies to children to attend 
school. Throughout Honduras' history, if a child did 
not have shoes, a uniform, and school supplies, they 
may be allowed to participate in school, sitting on the 
floor in the back of the room, but they were often not 
allowed to enroll officially and therefore could not 
earn a diploma. 

      In Nolvia's case, she was in a program much like 
our Touch a Life ministry, giving her food, school sup-
plies, and private school education, but when her 
sponsor stopped supporting her, she was immediate-
ly dropped from the program. Life changed for her as 
she was once again relegated to the public school 
system, which is not highly regarded in Honduras. 
During the day, at lunch, she would find a quiet cor-
ner to eat in. She was embarrassed because while 
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By Daniel Nelms 
 

     In the fall of 1984, my wife Nolvia was born in a 
small town in southern Honduras called San Marcos 
de Colon, a bustling little community just three miles 
from Nicaragua's border. At the time, I was five years 
old and in kindergarten. My memories from that time 
are of my dad taking me to see a movie called The 
Last Starfighter and having a Thanksgiving meal 
cooked by my mom at our house in southern Califor-
nia. The nearby metropolis of Los Angeles had just 
hosted the 1984 summer Olympics. 

      As I said, later on, things wouldn't be as easy for 
our family. When my dad resigned from pastoring, 
and we entered into missions, our financial stability 
collapsed. But never a day went by when I did not 
have a roof over my head, clothes to wear, food to 
eat, and diversions to occupy my body and mind.  

     You see, though I was very much born into an 
American state of poverty, as many pastor's kids are, 
by this time, my family was doing pretty good. My 
dad had bought his first home; we had a new family 
car and even a swimming pool! I had toys, clothes, 
and shoes to wear, and I never went hungry. I didn't 
comprehend that life would not always be so easy for 
our family, but things were great at that moment in 
time.  

      In contrast, things were very different for my Nol-
via. At this time, she had two older brothers, three 
older sisters, and a father who did little more than 
getting drunk and eating all the food whenever he 
was around. While I was fortunate enough to have a 
father who cared for and nurtured me, Nolvia did not 
have that luxury. Hers was one of those men who 
only cared about himself, having little interest in 
spending his time or money on his family. His atti-
tude placed the burden on Nolvia's mother, a woman 
born in 1943 during World War Two. The day she 
was born, the fascist Grand Council agreed that Ita-
ly's military power should rest with the king. As a re-
sult, the next day, Mussolini was arrested and soon 
after executed. At this time in Honduras, and for the 
decades following, a good education was a luxury for 
the rich only. And while her mother never learned to 
read, she is an intelligent and vibrant woman who 
worked hard to provide for her family.  

     My wife's childhood and adolescence were quite 

Getting to know our staff … 
 

Nolvia Nelms 
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the other kids were mostly eating proper meals, she 
had little more than a few corn tortillas and a small 
pinch of salt to season them. Her mother made sure 
all her children got the best education they could to 
better provide for themselves later in life.  

     Interestingly enough, our paths crossed several 
times before we finally "met." In the early 1990s, my 
dad spent a lot of time in Nicaragua and would enter 
and exit through Honduras due to the continued 
fighting between the Contras and the Sandinistas. 
San Marcos had become an unofficial hub for his ad-
ventures and our support for Honduran and Nicara-
guan pastors. Because of this, my dad knew Nolvia's 
family and would sometimes visit them, having devel-
oped a friendship with her mom. When I finally met 
Nolvia, he told me stories of how he would visit in 
their home, put Nolvia on one knee and her little sis-
ter Mari on the other, and tell them stories. He never 
dreamed that this little girl would someday be his 
daughter-in-law. I also have a picture from 1990 with 
Nolvia in it. On one of our family's trips to Central 
America, my mom took it while we stayed a few days 
in San Marcos. In the photo, Nolvia is with a group of 
her school friends. We found the photo one day while 
looking at old pictures of my mom, and suddenly, 
Nolvia noticed herself in the background.  

     Our paths would not cross again until later in the 
late 1990s when I was in her town setting up a com-
puter lab at a nearby Christian school; I don't recall 
speaking to her, but she would have been around, 
and I was friends with her older sister Elva. In 2001, 
my family returned to the USA; then, in October 
2006, my mom passed away. A month later, my sis-
ter Sara married Michael Horne, and they left on their 
honeymoon, then, in December, they visited his fami-
ly in England. It was just myself and my dad at home, 
and needless to say, it was not a very joyous time, 
being our first Christmas without mom, so my dad 
asked if I would like to go to Honduras for a few 
weeks, to get away from all the gloom we were expe-
riencing. As he likes to tell it, once we arrived, we 
went to the home of friends where we would be stay-
ing. When the door opened, my dad recognized Nol-
via and was surprised because he didn't know she 
was also visiting. He turned to introduce me to Nol-
via, and our eyes met. For the next two weeks, we 
were huddled in a corner, talking and staring at each 
other while the rest of the world passed us by. Dad 
thought it was funny because I had dated other Hon-
duran girls, even a girl in Portugal and had given up 
on the hope of ever getting married. I had recently 
prayed to the Lord and told Him that I was putting the 
selection for a wife in His hands and that if He want-
ed me to marry, that was fine, but from that point on, 
I was now only waiting and not looking. As soon as I 
had put my future in His hands, he miraculously 
caused my paths to cross with Nolvia's.  

     We were both in our 20s when we met and start-
ed to talk and date and were married several months 
later in 2007. My dad performed our wedding in Hon-
duras, and we were blessed to have Pastor Steve 
Ware (Tabernacle Baptist, Orlando) also attend since 
he was there at the time. After a year in Honduras, all 
the legal issues were satisfied so that Nolvia could 
get a lawful US Residency, and we returned to the 
US. Nolvia continued to educate herself in our lan-
guage and customs, and in 2012, she became a US 
Citizen.  

     Nolvia and I work together at Final Frontiers, and 
she helps in so many ways. For example, while my 
Spanish is pretty good, it isn't perfect, so whenever I 
speak to someone from Latin America on the phone, 
she helps me. I can understand "Honduran" pretty 
well, but the guys from Guatemala are a real chal-
lenge. Spanish has many dialects, and to complicate 
matters more, they are Mayan Indians, so they speak 
a mixed Spanish/Mam that Nolvia has mastered. She 
also proofs Spanish letters, applications, etc. In addi-
tion, Nolvia helps to enter checks and data into our 
systems; she sorts mail and does make up for the 
cast of our YouTube videos, Screening Room epi-
sodes, and all the Ernest Livingston episodes. Like 
most of us at Final Frontiers, her job description is to 
do "whatever needs to be done."  

     Besides all she does for the ministry, she is a fab-
ulous and loving mother for our two daughters Valen-
tina and Elizabeth. 

 

     (Jon speaking now.) Before my kids were born, I 
began to pray for their spouses. I asked God to give 
them good homes, a good education, etc., but mostly 
to give them hearts that were attuned to His voice 
and His will; that they would have attitudes of kind-
ness, humility, strength, and wisdom. I asked Him to 
sculpt them for my son and daughter and to do the 
same with my kids for their benefit. I asked Him to 
lead them to want to follow Him eagerly and thor-
oughly and to be masterful spouses and parents. I 
must say that God more than answered my prayers 
in the lives of Michael and Nolvia. The absolute per-
fect son and daughter-in-law. They both treat me re-
spectfully and lovingly, as if I were their father.  
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By Jon Nelms 
 

    First, let me say that I hope I haven't offended any-
one with this picture; but it is quite useful at making a 
point. But if a photo offends, imagine if you lived in a 
culture where you saw and heard these types of 
things day in and day out. So live missionaries. 
   As Americans, we can grow so accustomed to "our" 
way of doing and saying things that we often become 
offended and judgmental when others do and say 
things differently. Typically, we wonder, "Don't they 
know what that means in English?" And the answer is 
no, they don't know, and they don't really care. 
   Worldwide, words often mean one thing to the na-
tional citizens and something else to us.  
   In 1987, my dad and my eldest brother Ben visited 
me in Thailand. I had arranged for an agent to book 
us rooms at a hotel in the city of Chiang Mai, but when 
we arrived that night, weary from hours of travel, we 
found our lodgings at the Porn Ping Hotel. It seemed 
like everything in Thailand's second-largest city had 
the word "porn" in it. Thailand is known worldwide for 
its leniency towards prostitution, so I assumed it had 
something to do with that, but in fact, the word "porn" 
means "blessed or blessing," and "ping" is the name 
of the river that flows through the city, one of the ma-
jor rivers in the country. So the Porn Ping Hotel actu-
ally meant the Blessed River Hotel. 
   Porn is a common noun in the Thai language and is 
sometimes used as a nickname. But what about 
"Cooking with Poo"? It conjures up a horrible image to 
us, but not to the Thai. Poo is the Thai word for "crab." 
So, Miss Saiyuud Diwong authored a cookbook enti-
tled "Cooking with Crab" and proudly porned (blessed) 
the cover with her cheerful photograph. When I saw 
this one evening as we walked along Sukhumvit Road 
looking for a restaurant in December 2016, it made a 
great joke as I showed it to my granddaughters, Val-
entina and Elizabeth. (I didn't buy the book. I like crab, 
but not that much!) 
   Interestingly, this bookstore is next to a large and 
frugal restaurant where I was intentionally poisoned 
one night around 1991. Sitting at a front window table, 
I noticed the wait staff staring at me while continually 
looking at their wristwatches and then motioning to 
several rough-looking men outside. After finishing the 
soup and before my food had been served, I began to 
feel drugged. My head was spinning, and I thought I 

was about to pass out. I realized what was going on 
and quickly left the restaurant without finishing my 
meal, knowing I had only a few minutes to reach 
safety before being assaulted, robbed, or kid-
napped. My hotel was about three blocks away, and 
I was struggling to make it. I had made friends with 
several street merchants along the way, so as I 
stumbled past them, they noticed my gate and my 
appearance, and one of them helped me to the ho-
tel lobby. I went upstairs and barricaded the door, 
then I looked out the window to the street below and 
saw three men looking up at me and pointing. I 
knew they had now identified my room, but since 
there was no outside staircase and I had secured 
my door, I flopped down on my bed, mumbled a 
quick prayer for protection — and woke up 20 hours 
later. I've never eaten there again. 
   My point is, as a missionary, you have to quickly 
grow accustomed to such unusual and possibly of-
fensive wordplay and learn to ignore it. 
   Another issue is when it is not a word but an ac-
tion that catches you by surprise. For example, see-
ing women undressed from their waist above as 
they wash clothes in a river is always a shock for 
the first-time observer. But for the ladies, it is inno-
cent and natural, just as is breast-feeding in public. 
   Some can often and easily be offended, expecting 
that all the world should live by their culture, even 
though they have never had exposure to it. I am al-
ways tickled by those who gasp when something 
like this occurs. Most missionaries quickly grow ac-
customed to it after continual exposure, realizing it 
is natural and has no ill intent behind it. 
   As missionaries, we must adapt as best we can 
and not be critical of cultural differences, even if it 
first seems to be a moral issue. After all, I imagine 
there was a time in America when mothers openly 
fed their infants with not much of a cover.  
   Read Hebrews. Much of it refers to the Olympic 
games and compares the training and events to our 
spiritual growth. Yet the writer never criticized the 
games, the spectators, or the athletes, even though 
they were totally naked in every event.  
     We change people's lives better by understand-
ing and example than we ever will by attacking tradi-
tions and cultures. The word will change them; our 
judgments will offend them. Now, who's hungry? 

The Story Behind the Stories 
Interesting backgrounds of our Churches, Feeding Centers, Schools, Preachers,  
Workers  and Projects that you will be both blessed and amazed to learn about. 

W h a t ?  —  D i d  I  r e a d  t h a t  r i g h t ?  
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     A year ago, the Holm family of Indiana asked me 
to find additional places to sponsor a Daily Bread 
feeding center. They were already providing for one, 
and as I talked to them on the phone at the Augusta 
airport, waiting for our flight to India to begin, Justin 
and Norma shocked me by saying they would like to 
sponsor not one more feeding center but two more. 

     About a day later, Nolin and I were in India for a 
month, and it was not long before I knew two perfect 
places for their funding to be used. One was a leper 
community in Bangalore that had a church already 
established. They meet on the rooftop of a house, 
just as you read about in the Bible. When we met 
with them one night after their return from school, 
more than 100 kids assembled on the rooftop. We 
were delighted that night to announce that the food 
they were eating that night was not the end but the 
beginning of our feeding program. The church is now 
attempting to buy a small house to no longer have to 
pay rent. $15,000-$20,000 would buy the property, 
make the necessary improvements, and give them a 
place of their own to worship, but since they are all 
lepers and survive by begging, this will require a mir-
acle. 

       Our next stop was a similar rooftop assembly, 
but in a slum, rather than a leper community. A fami-

The D  B  Program provides food in bulk to feed 
hungry children and families who are not sponsored 
through our T  A L  program. See page 23. 

ly in the church rents this home and uses it for the 
Lord’s work. Like the lepers, they also hope to pur-
chase it someday, giving them a permanent facility 
for their church. It is currently illegal to enter the 
slums, but since church members live in this house, 
they can go outside, pick up the food we provide, and 
take it back in. This temporary system is working 
very well. 

     We hope more of you will support a feeding cen-
ter like these; all it takes is $100 a month or even 
less. Even small amounts can be added with others 
to make a difference. All we can do is all we can do, 
until you help us do more. 

W  $100      1,000 . T ’  10¢  . 



 

I want to receive the Progress Report by Email 
 
Email: 
____________________________________________________ 

 
  Enclosed is my donation of: $______________     to be applied to:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please contact me regarding:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

    
Please send me information on your auto-debit program  

 

  Name:  _________________________________________________ 
 
  Address: ________________________________________________ 
 
  City: ______________________   State: ______  Zip: ____________  
 
  Phone: (home) __________________    (cell) ___________________ 

THE GREAT COMMISSION FUND  Is a fund whereby the offerings of everyone 
is pooled to support as many national preachers as possible. This is our preferred 
and most effective method of supporting national preachers at whatever amount 
you choose. You will receive a different biography and report each month from a 
preacher supported through this fund so you can see what your giving is accom-
plishing. 
 

DIRECT SPONSORSHIP  You can choose a preacher from our website or call 
our office and ask us to help you find a preacher from our most needy list. 
Sponsorship is $50.00 monthly, The standard $50 sponsorship includes $10 sup-
port of our ministry and $10 for the preacher’s ongoing education and accounta-
bility overseas. This gives our foundation funds to operate with as well as provid-
ing for immediate emergency needs overseas. Typically up to half of this amount 
is used overseas.  
     You will receive personal correspondence from your preacher four times 
annually. Each preacher recommended for support has successfully passed 
through at least three levels of examination and has been proven to be doctrinally 
sound, morally pure and have a verifiable track record in church planting and 
training other men who are serving in the ministry. 
 

TIMOTHY PROJECT $10 monthly helps to provide scholarship  funds for national Bible colleges, training young men, not yet ordained or graduated, 
who already meet our core requirements for sponsorship such as having experience as a church planter and being a discipler of others in the ministry. 
Once ordained, they will move into the ranks of veteran preachers and qualify for full sponsorship. 
 

TOUCH A LIFE gives assistance to an orphaned, abandoned or destitute child. The $35.00 monthly sponsorship provides for food, clothing, basic 
medical care, and educational assistance. All orphanages, home placement programs and feeding centers assisted by Final Frontiers are administered 
by pastors who are supported through this foundation and are operated as a ministry of a local church. Bi-monthly correspondence is required from the 
children. Funding distribution for the child is identical to that of the preachers (see the first paragraph) giving us extra funds to help unsponsored chil-
dren. You can go online to select a child or call and ask for our help. Visit www.TAL.world for more information or call 800-522-4324. 
 

DAILY BREAD is a similar program but does not have a specific sponsor/child designation, rather it is food bought in bulk to feed unspecified unspon-
sored children who are awaiting sponsorship. These centers also operate out of a local church. The goal of this program is to allow us to feed unspon-
sored children immediately while we seek full sponsorships for them, thus eventually a Daily Bread Center becomes a Touch A Life center. 
 

SMUGGLERS funding in any amount is used to purchase and distribute Bibles. Many national pastors and Believers do not own a copy of God’s 
Word. Smugglers helps to provide God’s Word to those who desire it in free countries and in closed counties such as Islamic nations. 
 

BAGS OF HOPE is our food distribution program feeding widows, orphans and persecuted families living  primarily in the Islamic Middle East. Support 
for this program is $20 monthly and provides food, clean water, medicine and vitamins for a family of four. 
 

THE POWER PACK (original) contains everything needed for one man to show a Gospel film in a village with no electricity without the need of a gen-
erator or four wheel drive vehicle. It comes in various options. The Power Pack Plus includes camping gear. The smaller versions are hand-held dram-
atized, audio Bibles in a targeted language  These are used in villages where no Bible is present, primarily to start or strengthen new churches. Their 
great strength is that they can present the Gospel in up to 48 languages, where it is not available or does not exist in printed form. These are effective 
with lepers and the illiterate. Nanos cost $35 and Picos cost only $10. The pricing and details of all PowerPack options can be seen at 
www.ThePowerPack.world 
 

OTHER  Any offering given for our HOME OFFICE NEEDS or a SPECIAL PROJECT or for the support of a Missionary Representatives, will be 
applied as designated. 
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P  G  - such as a bequest in your will or a 
charitable trust, a stock donation or a designation 

in your life insurance - is a way you can help us 
continue to promote your desire to evangelize this 
world, even when you have passed on to the next - 

and its easy to do. 
 

For help, contact your personal  
estate planner or let us refer you to one.  

 
Final Frontiers Foundation, Inc. 

1200 Peachtree St. - Louisville, GA 30434 
(800) 522-4324 — Tax ID Number: 58 -1721535 
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little known facts about …  International Students in America 

 

Final Frontiers 
& Touch a Life 

facebook 
JOIN US ON 

Around the World 

     There are about 1.1 million international stu-
dents in America. What an opportunity to plant 
the Gospel in the hearts of those here. They can 
go home in four years as they came, or go home 
evangelized as fervent witnesses for Christ. The 
choice is ours. 
 

     English speakers all, but most will never enter 
an American home. They are lonely, separated 
from their families, and yearn for the experience 
of seeing an American family in their home set-
ting and making friends.  
 

     Churches, why not have a volunteer contact 
local colleges, most of which have a “Friendship 
Program,” and recruit your members to host an 
international student in their home for a meal, es-
pecially during holidays, so you can explain the 
real meaning of the celebration. Maybe your 
church could even have a special day for them.   

facebook.com/finalfrontiers

