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It happened more than 2,500 years ago, and yet the scene sounds so familiar to our time. The people of 
Jerusalem were overrun by the world’s political ploys. No one knew what leader deserved trust. There 
was famine, danger, and sword. God had a Word for his people in the midst of chaos: listen, learn, and 
follow heaven’s plan. It’s all detailed in Ezekiel, a biblical book full of some rather complicated language 

and history. Complicated - that’s your life. Ezekiel applies to you. 
 
 
 

Week 2:  Ezekiel 4-7 
Join us this week as we study Chapters 4-7 of Ezekiel. If you were unable to catch the sermon this 
weekend, check it out at firstdecatur.org/sermons. Also, if you don’t have a bible, you can download 
the FREE YouVersion Bible App from the App Store or Google Play. 
 
 
 

 
Day 1:  Read Ezekiel 4 

 
This section of Ezekiel begins with God instructing Ezekiel to act out the siege of Jerusalem and the 
resulting exile. Remember that God caused Ezekiel to be mute except when he instructed him to speak. 
In this passage, God asked Ezekiel to create a physical representation of the siege of Jerusalem using 
clay. Then he asked him to dramatize the length of time God’s people would be punished for their sin by 
lying on his side one day for each year they would suffer. Finally, he asked Ezekiel to eat a diet that 
would symbolize the famine they would experience during the siege. God wanted it to be clear that he 
was the one behind the siege, and that he was acting in response to his people rebelling against his 
covenant with them. However, God also wanted his people to watch Ezekiel and respond by repenting.  
 
 Question: This passage reminds us how seriously God takes our sin. Yet it is also a reminder that in 

our sin God wants us to repent and come back to him. What is one area in your life where God may 
be calling you to repentance? What would it look like to repent (turn from your sin and turn toward 
God) today? 
 

 Pray: Talk with God regarding this passage and ask him to reveal areas in your life that you need to 
repent of.  
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Day 2:  Read Ezekiel 5 

 
While there are a number of difficult things in this chapter, one that we might overlook is the 
humiliation that God put Ezekiel through by asking him to shave his head and beard. This act was a sign 
of humiliation and disgrace, but it also served as a powerful image of what God was going to do to his 
people. Because they had refused God’s ways and were even more unruly than the pagan nations 
around them, they would live in desolation severe enough that some would even resort to cannibalism 
to survive. From there, God would execute a judgment on them that he had not given before and one 
that he would not give again. One third of his people would die from famine, one third would die by 
sword when Jerusalem fell, and the other third would be sent to exile. Through these actions, God’s 
justice would be satisfied and they would know his zeal and his holiness.   
 
 Question: This passage is difficult to read because it captures the horrific judgment that God would 

pour out on Jerusalem. However, it is important that we remember that God also poured out his 
wrath on Jesus on the cross as he paid for our sin and disobedience. How does this passage impact 
your perspective on our holy God and his dealings with sin?   
 

 Pray: Talk with God about this passage and thank him for the powerful gift he has given us in Jesus.  
 
 
 
 

 
Day 3:  Read Ezekiel 6 

 
In Chapter 6, God allowed Ezekiel to speak, and he asked him to speak against the very mountains 
where his people had abandoned worshipping him to worshipping meaningless idols. God was going to 
do exactly as he said he would do in Leviticus 26:30. He was going to demolish their idols and then pile 
their bones up around the idols as a symbol of his abhorrence for their idol worship. As with all of God’s 
judgments, he reminded them that they could turn from their wicked ways. In fact, God said some 
would turn and would ultimately acknowledge that he was just. God’s desire all along was that his 
people would return to him.  
 
 Question: While we may not worship idols the same way God’s people did, we certainly are prone 

to place possessions, relationships, or other priorities before God. In light of that, what “idols” might 
you be worshipping in your life right now? How does this passage cause you to think about those 
idols?    
 

 Pray: Ask God to reveal any idols in your life. Ask him to deal with those idols and to draw you back 
to truly worshipping him. 
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Day 4:  Read Ezekiel 7:1-13 

 
These verses contain a second message to Ezekiel. It is an intense message communicated with short 
thoughts and a great deal of repetition, especially the word “end.” God wanted his people to know that 
his judgment was imminent and would be final. The first four verses indicate the extent to which the 
judgment would be poured out. Verses five through nine point out the horror of the judgment and 
reemphasize that it is God who will be carrying the judgment out. Verses ten through thirteen 
emphasize the nearness of the judgment. It is difficult to read this passage and not feel pity for the 
people, yet it is important we remember that God had given his people numerous opportunities over 
800 years to change. The time of grace and patience was over. It was time for them to see his judgment 
and power.  
 
 Question: While we are drawn to God’s love and grace, we must also remember that he is the God 

of power. How have you experienced God’s power? What would it look like for you to respect God’s 
power today?  
 

 Pray: The passages we’ve read this week have been quite tough. Talk with God about what you have 
experienced as you’ve read them and what they mean in your life today.  

 
 
 
 

 
Day 5:  Read Ezekiel 7:14-27 

 
The last half of Chapter 7 describes the response God’s people would have to his judgment. They would 
be so decimated by the judgment that they would be unable to fight against the Babylonians when they 
came to capture them. Everything that God explained through Ezekiel’s actions and words would come 
true. They would die from hunger, disease, and sword. They would be humiliated and stripped of their 
wealth. Their temple, God’s treasured place, would be profaned and plundered. Then they would seek 
help from their prophets and elders, but it would be too late. God would judge them exactly as he said 
he would in his covenant with them, the same covenant that they knew and were supposed to live by. 
Then they would know him and truly understand that he should be obeyed.  
 
 Question: Over the last two weeks, we have studied the first seven chapters of Ezekiel. What has 

been your biggest take away for this study? What are you going to do with that take away?  
 

 Pray: Ask God to continue to speak and guide you through what we have read and studied over the 
last two weeks.  
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