
  When you talk to God, start with thanking

  God for something that blessed you.

  Write a note to someone letting them know

  how they have impacted your life.

  Simply say ’thank you’ to anyone and

  everyone who does something for you; the

    cashier at Walmart, the bank teller, etc.

  If you see a social media post that makes

  you envious, instead be thankful for their

  blessing and post a comment such as, “I’m

  glad you’ve had such a blessing!”

  Start a gratitude list. Post the list where the

  whole family can see it and strive for every

    member of the family to add to the list daily.

  Make it fun for the whole family by using a

  Sharpie to write on a pumpkin.This can sit in

  the middle of your table, drawing attention to

  all the ways God has blessed your family.

  Step into generosity, which is an extension of

  gratitude. Give your time to bless someone

    else. Use a talent/skill in order to bless

  someone. Try tithing if you haven’t before.

  Giving back in thanks is a great way to

  cultivate gratitude as a way of life.

TThere are numerous blessings throughout 

each day. Train yourself to look for them in 

order to cultivate gratitude. Pretty soon, you’ll 

be amazed at all the ways God blesses you.

Practical steps to
developing a
habit of gratitude:
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grat·i·tude
the quality of being thankful; readiness to 
show appreciation for and to return kindness

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of 

Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you 

do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

Paul is describing how we as believers should live together in peace which 

comes from Christ. We are also to be people of thankfulness. Paul says as we 

pass along the message of Christ, teaching and encouraging one another

in our faith, then what flows from our mouths (songs and singing) will

be marked with gratitude. The end result is everything we say and do

should be an expression of thanks to God through the work of Jesus

Christ in our lives. Being grateful comes from cultivating thankfulness

in our liin our lives and it spills out into our speech and behavior toward others.

The songs of love and praise start in the heart and come out of the mouth

and are displayed in our actions.

Practicing gratitude is important. Paul, in his letter to the believers at Colossae, 

instructs us about gratitude in Colossians 3:15-17,

What are you 
grateful for? Tag us 
@firstdecatur 

letting us know how 
God has blessed 

you.
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TOTAL BAPTISMS IN 2020
21

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS!

Be a Blessing

Giving as Gratitude
A helpful mnemonic to remember why followers of
Christ practice generosity is: 
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We give a tenth in thanks to Him (God) for everything. This is a basic 
understanding of the importance of giving. First, we recognize everything we 
have comes from God, not ourselves. He blesses us with work that our 
paychecks bring. God provides what we need. Our response is to give back 
part of what He provides. The standard of a tenth (10 cents out of every dollar) 
was given to us in the Old Testament. Ten percent is a great amount to start 
training yourself to give.

HoweHowever, in the New Testament, Jesus sets the bar higher for us. He instructs 
followers of Christ to give with a cheerful heart. In other words, don’t just give
       the amount you think you should, but rather, be aware that the
       attitude in which the gift is made counts.

          Jesus expects our giving to flow from hearts of gratitude.
          Thank you for showing gratitude to God by being
          generous to the ministries of First Christian Church!

There’s no doubt this school year hasn’t been an easy one. To thank the staff of 

Parsons Elementary School for their hard work and dedication, we blessed them 

with caramel apples. One staff member commented:

Here are a few notes of gratitude we’ve received recently. This

is made possible through your prayers, service, and gifts. Amen!‘‘Thank you so much for this! This made my day!

Whether part of our weekend services or at 

some other time throughout the week, 

contributing your tithes and offerings is an 

act of worship. In addition to multiple giving 

boxes throughout the building, we also offer:

  Online giving for one-time or recurring

  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

  Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll

  receive a link to securely make your gift.

  Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,

  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of 

First Christian Church!

Sept 5/6

Sept 12/13 

Sept 19/20

Sept 26/27

Total
$70,114

$51,569

$46,257

$37,760

Thrive
$6,387

$485

$660

$361

“The AT THE MOVIES Still Alice and 

Toy Story 4 have been so good. The 

way Pastor Brian pulls in scripture 

with the movie was wonderful. 

First Christian Church is doing great 

things!”  - Marcia W.

“I want to commend First Christian for 

the fantastic job you are doing with 

the live streams. They are definitely 

having a huge positive effect on me, 

my family, and our church family. 

Thank you!!”  - Bill F.
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