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Jonathan Grunden     |  Discipleship pastor   |

Thomas Hagan     |  Young aDults pastor   |

Robert Henderson     |  pastor of communitY care   |

Wayne Kent     |  leaD pastor   |

BJ Leonard     |  missions pastor   |

Tim Revis     |  care ministries pastor   |

Brian Talty     |  associate pastor   | inside:
u Student Life
 Parents’ Night

u St. Patrick’s Day
 Concert

u Men’s Retreat

WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9am and 10:30am

Birth–5th Grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9am and 10:30am

6th-12th Grade – sunday from 4:30-6pm

NiGHT To SHiNe
By Jonathan Grunden | jgrunden@firstdecatur.org 

night to shine is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered  
on God’s love, for people with special needs ages 14 and older. 
We are so blessed to have had the opportunity to partner with the 
Tim Tebow Foundation, GT Church, and Macon Resources to  
participate in the second annual night to shine in decatur.

Friday, February 7, we joined more than 700 churches around the  
world hosting similar events. in decatur, we hosted 250 honored  
guests with special needs and their family members and friends at 
GT Church for a night of red carpet entrances, dancing, karaoke, 
and dinner. At the culmination of the event, each of our guests 
was crowned the King or Queen of the prom.

All this was possible through the help of more than 500 volunteers 
who were buddies for our guests, stood in the snow and directed 
traffic, welcomed and checked in our guests, provided hair and 
make up services, cheered for guests on the red carpet, took 
photographs, served food and assisted in many other roles. Thank 
you to each of you who made this night an awesome experience!

CHapLaiNCy aT 
CRoSSiNG
By Robert Henderson
rrhenderson@firstdecatur.org

The First 
Christian Church 
Chaplaincy team 
continues to 
reach decatur in 
remarkable ways 
as part of our 
church’s local 
mission focus. 
don dotson was 
recently added 

to the team as a campus chaplain 
providing care to those at Crossing 
Recovery Center. in this ministry, don 
will counsel, mentor, pastor, and serve 
the staff and those receiving addiction 
services.

We are truly grateful for don’s presence  
on our team. He has the passion, clinical  
education, and community ties that 
benefit both our congregation and 
the decatur community. don and i will 
work closely to identify ways to further 
our church’s ministry with the broken, 
bruised, and battered as we seek to be 
agents of hope and healing.

in the weeks to come, don and i will 
work together on ways to further our 
church’s ministry with the broken, 
bruised, and battered as we seek to be 
agents of hope and healing.

don and his wife, dr. dana Ray, 
who is Medical director of Crossing 
Healthcare, have one son. don was 
introduced during the January 18/19 
worship services to the congregation 
by Pastor BJ Leonard as a part of the 
Mission focus that we have in decatur.

WATCH SERMONS LIVE! 
We live stream all worship services at firstdecatur.org/churchonline. 

Also, you can watch messages at firstdecatur.org/sermons or 
download the First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

A NEW 6-Week Sermon Series

chaplain 
Don Dotson

Pastor Brian & 
Jessica Talty with 
Pete Stewart (left)

Kimberly 
Banning is 
being pushed 
by Mark Kuhn

Ryan Sturgell enjoying 
the evening

Christians strive to live as Jesus lived. Or do we? 
How would Jesus expect us to manage our lives in the 

21st Century? do we know? Yes, we do. 
Jesus had much to say about many topics.

Join us on weekends, starting February 29-March 1 
as our 2020 Lenten sermon series evaluates some of Jesus’ 

teachings as explained in the Gospel of Mark.
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GIFTS TO FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

in addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:

 • Online giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 n MacArthur Rd,  
  decatur, iL 62526

Thank you so much for supporting the  
ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MoNTHLy RepoRT

GENERAL FUND/DESIGNATED OFFERINGS
January 4/5 – $157,535

January 11/12 – $44,731
January 18/19 – $50,867
January 25/26 – $39,563

THRIVE GIVING
January 4/5 – $18,560

January 11/12 – $1,974
January 18/19 – $737
January 25/26 – $597

ATTENDANCE
January 4/5 – 1,353 

January 11/12 – 1,225 
January 18/19 – 1,198
January 25/26 – 1,314

UpCoMiNG eVeNTS
LENTEN PRAYER SERVICES
Saturdays from 9-9:35am 
February 29-April11
Join Pastor Wayne Kent, his wife, Leslie, and 
FCC staff, for a prayer service each saturday 
morning from February 29 through April 11. 
We will pray, worship, and plan for Passion 
Week 2020.

FIRST STEPS
Following each worship service 
the weekend of March 7 & 8
Come to First steps following each worship 
service to meet others just like you who are 
new to First Christian Church or are ready 
to make a connection here. during this brief 
20-minute gathering in Room 100, we’ll 
explore the mission of FCC and how and 
why we grow and serve together. Childcare 
available. Questions? Contact samantha at 
sstrouse@firstdecatur.org.

3 YEAR-OLD TIME-OUT 
Saturday, March 7 from 9:30-10:30am
Parents, are you wondering what to do with 
your three-year-old? Join us for a cereal bar 
and opportunities to learn with your child 
as you discover why three is such a great 
age. Also, kids can wear their pajamas if 
they’d like. siblings are welcome to attend. 
RsVP by March 4 at firstdecatur.org/prek. 
Questions? Contact Brandy at bray@ 
firstdecatur.org.

RETURN NLPC BABY BOTTLE
Weekend of March 7/8
if you took a baby bottle to fill with change  
for new Life Pregnancy Center, please return 
it the weekend of March 7/8.

STUDENT LIFE PARENTS’ NIGHT
Sunday, March 8 from 4:30-6pm
Attention parents of teens in 6th-12th grade! 
Join us March 8 for student Life to see what 
we do each week. Recently, we have been 
discussing significant topics including use of 
social media and what God has to say about 
our sexuality. We would like your input as we 
continue these conversations. Pastor Brian 
will be our featured speaker discussing what 
our role as parents should be when it comes 
to these important topics.

We strive to be a praying church. in fact, we 
have a team committed to pray for our lead-
ership, pastors, staff, church, congregation, 
and community. We believe prayer changes 
everything, and we consider it an honor to 
pray for you. You can submit a prayer need at 
firstdecatur.org/prayer, and your request 
will be shared with our prayer team and elders. 
Requests will be kept confidential unless  
otherwise indicated.

STUdeNT Life WiNTeR ReTReaT
By Heather Vance | hvance@firstdecatur.org

We had 85 students and leaders come together for a great winter retreat at 
Camp Warren, January 31-February 2. Our theme this year was “Beyond”  
with our scripture being ephesians 3:20-21. it was a weekend filled with  
worship services and many activities. We were challenged to not miss out 
on what God wants to do in us, and to know God’s Word, allowing it to be an 
active part of our lives. We were also encouraged to remember what God  
has done for us and to do everything for the glory of Him. it was a great  
weekend of building stronger relationships with one another and Jesus. 
Thank you for your support and prayers for our students!

MoNey & 
MaRRiaGe
By Tim Revis | trevis@firstdecatur.org

Making money work for your marriage, 
instead of letting it dictate the terms of it,  
is a skill any of us can improve. sixty-seven 
people learned how to do just that at the 
Money & Marriage Livestream event at  
FCC on Valentine’s day. Rachel Cruze  
(dave Ramsey’s daughter) and renowned 
marriage expert dr. Les Parrott provided an 
entertaining look at how to avoid the number 
one cause of divorce – money arguments. 
it was a fun evening and we all came away 
with some new skills to help our marriages.

First Christian Church’s re|new marriage 
ministry helps couples live a lifelong, God-
honoring marriage. To find out more, visit 
firstdecatur.org/marriage.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY CONCERT
Friday, March 13 from 6:30-8pm in the 
East Auditorium 
Broken Brogue will return to First Christian 
Church for another st. Patrick’s day concert. 
Come enjoy traditional irish instrumental 
music, folk songs, and get a drinks and 
snacks from the Mosaic Café, and We’ll 
even feature special guest irish dancers 
from Peoria, iL. Our very own Pastor Thomas 
Hagan is the lead singer of the band and was 
born in ireland. Come celebrate with him as 
he sings songs from his home land.

HYMNOSCOPE
Weekend of March 14 & 15
Special Worship Times: Saturday 5pm  
& Sunday 8:30am, 9:45am, & 11am
Make plans to attend a multi-generational 
worship experience. Be led in a neW approach  
to the hymns of old through various artistic  
expressions led by the adult and youth choirs,  
and Arts Academy students. Questions? 
Contact stephanie at scampbell@firstdecatur.org.

FIRSTKIDS SALVATION MESSAGE
Wednesday, March 25 from 6:30-7:30pm
students in 2nd-5th grades and their parents 
are invited to a fun and interactive telling of 
The Gospel. each family will receive an activ-
ity booklet which includes a salvation prayer 
and also answers many questions kids have 
about making Jesus their forever friend. 
Childcare provided. RsVP by March 22 at 
firstdecatur.org/elementary. Questions? 
Contact Janie at jkane@firstdecatur.org.

MEN’S RETREAT
Friday, March 27 at 6pm to  
Saturday, March 28 at 3pm
Guys 16+, join us for our 4th annual Men’s 
Retreat. We are going to have a great time, 
enjoy some awesome food, and of course 
Grow Together. dave Campbell is returning  
to speak, and we are incredibly excited  
about what he has planned, including  
some awesome surprises. details and  
registration at firstdecatur.org/men. Also, 
ladies, please feel free to register your dad, 
husband, boyfriend, brother, or son. i’m 
sure they’ll thank you. Questions? Contact 
Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

Keith Black      sadie Boock      Bev Bowlby      Jeffrey and Leigh Ann Cleland
Caleb & Abbey Luka      Paul Reeve      Jess & Tracy smithers      Mark & diane swaim

MEMBERSHIP: Welcome to these new members of FCC!

rick & nancy grace emceed for the evening.


