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WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9am and 10:30am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9am and 10:30am

6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30-6pm

BIBLE READING 
RESOLUTION
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

The beginning of the year is a great time to  
break old routines and set goals for healthier  
patterns in our lives. As we begin a new year, 
what changes have your attention? Better health, 
a more balanced schedule, increased generosity,  
healing in a specific 
relationship? Each 
of those is incredibly 
important and  
admirable. As you 
take steps toward 
these goals, we 
encourage you also 
to continue to take 
steps toward  
spiritual health.

We are so grateful for 
the hundreds of peo-
ple who committed to 
13 weeks of reading 
the Bible this past fall 
through Off the Shelf.  
As we head into a 
new year, we encour-
age you to recommit 
to spending time in 
God’s Word. One of the best ways to do that is 
to use a YouVersion reading plan which you can 
find at www.bible.com/reading-plans. There are 
plans on a variety of topics, lasting a few days to 
a whole year. I’ve been using YouVersion plans 
for several years and I think they are great tools to 
help me dig into God’s Word. 

We will be encouraging people to sign up for 
small groups throughout the month of January. 
New groups begin in February. To learn more 
about small groups, contact me (Jonathan) at 
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350.

MISSION EYES
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

Matthew records in his gospel that Jesus went 
throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, 
healing every disease and every affliction. When he  
saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest  
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray  
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out  
laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:354-38 NIV)

Jesus saw the people around him not merely as  
people, but as people who were far from God and in 
need of a savior. Jesus set the example for us in  
his recognition of people, his compassion and his  

WATCH SERMONS LIVE! – We are now live streaming all of our worship services at 
firstdecatur.org/churchonline. Also, you can watch messages at firstdecatur.org/sermons 

or download the First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

Continued on next page  u

NEW 4-week message series beginning January 4/5

The last words Jesus said to his disciples right before leaving earth were 
basically, “OK . . . I’ve done what I came to do. I died and rose again.  

My ‘to do’ listof salvation, redemption, and eternity is complete.  
Now it‘s your turn to go and tell others.”

Join us in January to discover why there is joy in telling others about Jesus.

Mark your calendar for our annual State of the Church message on February 1 & 2.

The Block Party in June 2019

First Christian Church is partnering with GT Church 
and Macon Resources to host Night to Shine, a prom 
event for students and adults with special needs, at 
GT Church. Highlights include:

	 •	 banquet	
	 •	 red	carpet	entrance
	 •	 professional	photos
	 •	 dance
	 •	 crowning	ceremony	for	all
	 •	 special	meal	and	activities	for	parents/caregiver
	 •	 gifts	for	each	guest

Night	 to	 Shine	will	 require	many	 volunteers	 serving	
in different capacities. Please save the date and help 
us make this an amazing event for our guests. To get 
involved or learn more, visit firstdecatur.org/events.



PRAYER

DONATIONS TO 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:

 • Online giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give;

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,  
  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you so much for supporting the  
ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MONTHLY REPORT

GENERAL FUND/DESIGNATED OFFERINGS
November 2/3—$161,680
November 9/10—$44,355

November 16/17—$54,885
November 23/24 —$36,517

THRIVE GIVING
November 2/3—$3,658

November 9/10—$2,008
November 16/17—$4,496
November 23/24 —$2,134

ATTENDANCE
November 2/3—1,053

November 9/10—1,031
November 16/17—1,001
November 23/24 —999

UPCOMING EVENTS
OFFICE & CAFÉ CLOSED
The church office and Mosaic Café will  
be closed January 1 & 2 in observance of 
New Years. Have a blessed new year!

FIRST STEPS
Following each worship service the 
weekend of January 11 & 12
Come to First Steps following each worship 
service to meet others just like you who are 
new to First Christian Church or are ready 
to make a connection here. During this brief 
20-minute gathering in Room 100, we’ll 
explore the mission of FCC and how and 
why we grow and serve together. Childcare 
available. Questions? Contact Samantha at 
sstrouse@firstdecatur.org.

2ND GRADE FAMILY FAITH  
EVENT: PRAYER
Wednesday, January 15  
from 6:30-7:30pm
Second graders, along with their parent or 
special adult, are invited to participate in a 
fun and interactive event all about prayer. 
Families will discover what God had to say 
about prayer; learn ways to pray; and enjoy 
a creative prayer-themed activity together. 
Adults will also learn how to pray a blessing 
over their child. Childcare and light  
appetizers provided. RSVP by January 13 at 
firstdecatur.org/elementary. Questions? 
Contact Janie at jkane@firstdecatur.org.

YOUNG ADULT HOUSE PARTY
Friday, January 17 from 7:30-10:30pm
If you’re 18-27(-ish), you’re invited to our 
monthly house party! Food and fun included. 
Contact Thomas at thagan@firstdecatur.org 
for the location.

SKATING PARTY
Monday, January 20 at Krazy Skate, Decatur
Invite your family and friends to join you at 
Krazy Skate (3710 Greenswitch Rd) on  
Martin Luther King day. Cost is $5/person.

 • Pre-K - 5th grade: 9:30-11:30am
 • Middle & High School: noon-2pm

Mission Eyes
Continued from front page

We strive to be a praying church. In fact,  
we have a team committed to pray for our  
leadership, pastors, staff, church, congrega-
tion, and community. We believe that prayer 
changes everything, and we consider it an 
honor to pray for you. You can submit a  
prayer need at firstdecatur.org/prayer, and 
we will share your request with our prayer  
team and Elders. Your request will be kept  
confidential unless you indicate otherwise.

DHF UPDATE
By Rick Grace  |  rgrace@firstdecatur.org

The last few months have been a blur, but I am pleased to announce that Disciple Heritage 
Fellowship (DHF) is not only alive and well, but we are expanding our ministry.

Since September, Nancy and I have been meeting with pastors and congregations from around 
the country. In addition to pastors and churches who have long been connected to DHF, we have 
connected with several new churches. This is one of the most encouraging aspects of this ministry.

Churches in Illinois, Iowa, South Dakota, Kentucky, Georgia, and Mississippi have been turning to 
DHF. We have been involved in crisis intervention, church leadership consultations, and even  
pastoral relocations. But most of the conversations have centered around future church affiliation. 
That is, do they identity with DHF, their current denomination, or in some cases, both? And while 
that is an important congregational decision, the heart of DHF is simply to partner with and serve 
alongside congregations who have the same DNA as we do.

Perhaps the words of one pastor sum things up quite well:  
“For years, we have felt like a lone voice, crying in the wilderness  
against the secularization of our Church. Upon finding Disciple 
Heritage Fellowship, we realize that we are not alone. There 
are literally thousands of others within the Stone-Campbell 
Tradition that want nothing more than to share the message of 
biblical salvation and transformation. The struggle is real, but it 
is not intended to be borne alone.” 

Please continue to pray for DHF so churches who feel alone may know they are not. There are so 
many churches and pastors we can bless and encourage. Together, we are making an impact for 
God’s church and His glory!

STUDENT LIFE WINTER RETREAT
Friday, January 31-Sunday, February 2
Sixth-12th grade students are invited to 
our annual winter retreat at Camp Warren 
in Decatur. The cost is $80/student which 
includes lodging, meals, and Student Life 
gear. Details and registration at firstdecatur. 
org/studentlife. Questions? Contact 
Heather at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

NIGHT TO SHINE
Friday, February 7 at GT Church
First Christian Church and GT Church  
are co-hosting Night to Shine which is a  
memorable prom event for students and 
adults with special needs. Guest registration  
and volunteer sign up can be found at  
firstdecatur.org/events. Questions?  
Contact BJ at bleonard@firstdecatur.org.

SUPERSTART PRE-TEEN 
CONFERENCE
February 28-29, 2020 at Eastview 
Christian Church in Normal, IL
Attention parents of 4th - 6th graders: Mark 
your calendars for SuperStart! It will be here 
before you know it. Check out this pre-teen 
worship event at new.ciy.com. Cost is $75 
per person which includes a SuperStart! 
ticket, lunch on Saturday, bowling, &  
transportation. (Note: We are not staying 
overnight this year.) Register by January 
22 at firstdecatur.org/elementary. 
Questions? Contact Janie at  
jkane@firstdecatur.org.

2020/2021 ELDER NOMINATIONS
Per the by-laws of First Christian Church, 
Pete Pistorius, Administrative Team Chair, 
has appointed a Nominating Committee 
charged with recommending candidates 
for the 2020/2021 Elder Team. If there is 
someone you would like the committee to 
consider for the position of Elder, contact 
Dan Steffeny at dsteffeny@firstdecatur.org 
or call the church office at 217.875.3350 by 
January 18, 2020.

conviction which led to action. We 
can also develop “mission eyes” for 
the people God has placed near to us 
and seek to be a part of the work of 
His harvest. We all have people near to 
us – friends, family, co-workers, neigh-
bors – who are far from Jesus.

There is a temptation to “hide” behind 
our church’s missions programs like 
Club 305, Jumpstart, our involvement 
in The Block, or around the world. 
It might be easy to say or think, “My 
church is reaching people, so I don’t 
have to.”

We believe all people are called to 
represent God and be on mission for 
Him. All of us can develop our eyes 
and hearts to reach those around us. 
Belonging to a church engaged in mis-
sions is a start. However, we are called 
to personally be on mission.

Make it personal. Take the mission of 
the Church and live it out in your own 
life. God has placed you in unique set-
tings and rela-
tionships in 
order to make 
His name 
great.  

Develop 
your “mission 
eyes” and 
take personal 
responsibility 
to show and communicate God’s love 
to those around you.

To sign up for an 
encouraging email 

from DHF 
every	Monday	morning,	

subscribe	at	
discipleheritage.org

Rick Grace meets with many of the  
leaders of the Harvest Church in Iowa.

SAY “CHEESE!”
Occasionally, photographers will capture moments from First Christian Church 
services and special events. If you would like to request that you or your  
child’s photo not be used in print materials or online, contact Crystal at  
ckirkman@firstdecatur.org.

“ Take the  
 mission of the  
 Church and  
 live it out in  
 your own life.”

Rick Grace preaching at Central 
Christian Church in Columbus, Georgia.

Nancy Grace with Pastor Scott & Debbie Woddell and Edith & Ron 
Smith of The Park Christian Community Church in Mesquite, Texas. 
Edith is on the DHF Board.

Mark Whitehead with Kenyam friend he made 
during the summer 2019 mission trip

Memorial
Sara Wilson – December 10, 2019


