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Pastoral Sabbatical
The leadership team of First Christian Church instituted
a Clergy Sabbatical Policy in 2003, asking pastoral staff
to take a 13-week sabbatical beginning at 7 years of
employment and every 5 years thereafter.

2-Week series beginning August 29/30

What is the one thing you don’t leave home without… keys? Wallet?
Number one answer – your smart phone.
From the content we consume to the social connections
it promises – these screens in the palm of our hands
are woven deep into the fabric of our lives.
In this two week message series REDEEM THE SCREEN,
we’ll explore the God’s Word as it relates to the good,
the bad, and the ugly of our screen time.

The purpose of this policy was to increase employee
tenure at the church, being mindful that increased
pastoral longevity brings stability to a congregation’s
ministry and growth. Sabbaticals provide rest and a reset
for ministry focus. Sabbaticals also help staff members
and volunteers step into new ministry settings, filling in
the gap of the pastor on sabbatical. Once the pastor
returns from sabbatical, we have learned new job
descriptions and approaches come from both the
pastor’s studies and staff who have learned new skills.
It’s a win-win for the church, pastors, and staff.
The sabbatical policy has 3 objectives:
1. Rest
2. A project/study focused on future ministry
		development
3. A project/study that benefits First Christian
		 Church’s ministry
Note: some sabbaticals might combine # 2 and # 3 above.

We are now live streaming all of our worship services at firstdecatur.org/churchonline,
YouTube, and Facebook Live. Also, you can watch messages at firstdecatur.org/
sermons or download the First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

Continued on next page u

First Christian Church has continued its
commitment to the community of Decatur.
As a result of the pandemic, many people
have real needs and also are searching for
meaning and hope. We believe the message of God’s love is shown through Jesus
Christ and His desire to be in relationship
with people. The resulting life-transformations are as relevant and powerful as ever,
showing us that despite circumstances out
of our control, we can still trust God and find
purpose for our lives in Him.
As a church, we have sought to put our purpose on display and point to God’s love by
serving our community in a variety of ways.
Although Club 305, our afterschool
		 program to Parsons, had to end early
		 in the spring, we visited every student
		 and their family and provided tutoring
		 during the summer.

•

•

Although we could not hold large
		
gatherings in the Block Neighborhood,
		
we held small gatherings, including a
		
Sunday morning gathering, to participate
		
in First Christian Church’s worship
		 service online.

•

Although we could not hold our
		 annual JumpStart Back-to-School
		 Clinic in August, we made intentional
		
efforts to be encouraging our community
		
healthcare partners. One of the leaders
		 at Crossing Healthcare stated, “We are
		 all adjusting on a daily basis during
		this unprecedented time as we strive to
keep our community healthy. The
		blessings our First Christian Church
Continued on next page u
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By Rick Grace | rgrace@firstdecatur.org

Pastor Wayne Kent was scheduled for a
sabbatical in February 2019. At the time, in
agreement with the congregation’s elders,
the sabbatical was postponed for the fall of
2020. Of course, the effects of COVID -19
were unknown at the time.

I am coming up on my first anniversary as
the Church Liaison for Disciple Heritage
Fellowship. Pastor Wayne recently asked
me if the way the ministry has developed is
what I anticipated. I gave him an unequivocal
answer: “yes and no!”

After prayerful discussion, Pastor Wayne’s
Fall 2020 sabbatical will take place as
scheduled. The focal point of his sabbatical
has changed given COVID-19 and the
restrictions in place regarding international
travel. The elders have asked for some
specific study topics relating to his role as
Lead Pastor.

First, the yes. I anticipated developing relationships with pastors, their spouses and the
churches they serve. It has been such a
blessing for Nancy and me to be able to
travel, get to know, then encourage and
support these servants of God from across
the country. Many pastoral couples we now
count as friends are new to the ministry of
DHF. Watching the DHF network of churches
expand has been a high point of this first year.

Other staff members will take on much of
Pastor Wayne’s duties. Pastor Brian Talty
will lead the staff team and weekend worship from September through November.
Please be in prayer for Pastor Wayne
while he is on sabbatical.

Serving our Community
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		 family provide are much appreciated.
		 Thank you for your commitment!”

• Our commitment to chaplaincy for

		 patients and staff at DMH, Cancer
		 Care, and Crossing Healthcare
		 increased through the spring and
		 summer, as our chaplains worked
		 selflessly to support the healthcare
		 community. We are thankful for their
		 ministry in the trenches of care and
		 concern within these healthcare
		settings.

Baptisms
August was a great month! Between
Lake Decatur and at the church, we had
19 baptisms. Praise the Lord!

FIRST STEPS
Weekend of September 12 & 13
You’re invited to attend First Steps to meet
others just like you who are new to FCC or are
ready to make a connection at the church.
During this brief 20-minute gathering, we’ll
explore the mission of FCC and how and
why we grow and serve together. Questions?
Contact Hannah at hbeery@firstdecatur.org.

Aug. 2, 2020

Scott & Anna McNay & family, La Plata, MO

And then, the no. Due to the pandemic, we have not been able to travel as extensively as
we had anticipated. While this was frustrating, it led to developing more of an online ministry.
I send out a Monday Morning Encouragement email (you can sign up for this weekly email
at discipleheritage.org). We hold Zoom-based “Leadership Conversations” and full webinars
as a way to respond to the questions DHF leaders and churches are asking.
I also host four weekly online pastoral study groups, with two more scheduled to start this fall.
These groups create a virtual sense of community for many of our pastors who live and serve
in isolation. It has been amazing to watch God create some incredible networks of support
through these groups of pastors studying and sharing life together. One pastor recently said,
“God has used this group to keep me in ministry.”

• AJ Anderson
• Grace Anderson
• John Aupperle
• Kate Aupperle
• Ryan Aupperle
• Jennifer Bell
• Isabel Bethard
• Josie Bethard
• Sadie Boock
• Mike Demeio
• Camren Golladay
• Phyllis Radley
• Dawn Schuster
• Lauren Skinner
• Phillip Stambaugh
• Cindy Towler
• Brett Zerfowski

• IN PERSON: Saturday, September 12 at
		 6:15pm or Sunday, September 13 at
		 10:30am in Mosaic Café
• ONLINE: Visit firstdecatur.org/firststeps
		 for details

PRAYER
We believe prayer changes everything, and
we consider it an honor to pray for you. You
can submit a prayer need at firstdecatur.org/
prayer where your request will be prayed for
by a team as well as Elders. The prayer team
prays regularly for our leadership, pastors,
staff, church, and community. Requests are
kept confidential unless indicated otherwise.

Aug. 9, 2020
• Max McCammon

Aug. 15, 2020

MONTHLY REPORT

• Ryne Reatherford

Please continue to pray for the ministry of DHF. There are more pastors and churches we can
bless and encourage. Together, we are making an impact for God’s church and His glory!

Transitioning
from High
School to
College
By Nic Mayberry | nmayberry@firstdecatur.org

Thank you, Joe
Joe Harley is a longtime member of
First Christian Church and a committed
minister of the gospel to people in need.
Joe recently retired from Chaplaincy after
serving on FCC’s behalf for six years. We
are thankful for the hundreds of hours
Joe dedicated to visiting the sick and
hurting in Jesus’ name.

UPCOMING EVENT

The start of a new school year is an exciting
time. It’s a time for new beginnings, reconnecting with friends or making new ones. It
is filled with excitement at the prospect of
fresh opportunities. Students may disagree
and see this time of year as a moment of
lamentation; an end to summer. Regardless,
there is much to anticipate in a new school
year. One of my goals in student ministry
is to help prepare our students for the next

Brandy, Logan, and Mike Ray on graduation day

phase of life while constantly pointing
students to who Jesus is.
Recently, we celebrated a momentous
occasion—graduation. The last few months

How you have blessed First Christian Church

of school were far from normal, however
our goal in Student Life was to be consistent
when our students seemed surrounded by
inconsistencies. We continue to prioritize
preparing students for the next step while
pointing them back to the truth of Jesus.

graduates to look for a church home near
their campus. We also gave contact information to specific campus ministers where
our graduates will live. It was wonderful to
pray for our students and their new campus
home.

Throughout the past semester, we have
stressed to our students the importance of
having a plan to connect with a Christian
community on campus and to have a local
church once they get to campus. This summer, Student Life staff helped graduates
make these connections. On August 5,
students met (in person or with Zoom) with
several college ministry pastors to learn
how to get involved with campus ministry.
We discussed using online tools to connect
with local churches and encouraged

A goal of Student Life is to prepare students
for what comes next in life. We stress preparing for what we can but humbly recognizing
that God is in control and is working in all
things. We cannot know what this school
year holds, but we do know the Holy Spirit
and the Church can equip them to manage
whatever comes.
Please pray for our graduates that they find
peace in this truth and know the Holy Spirit
leads the way with them.

General Fund/
THRIVE Giving
Designated Offerings
July 4/5—$1,796
July 4/5—$51,560
July 11/12—$512
July 11/12—$37,511
July 18/19—$257
July 18/19—$27,876
July 25/26—$1,057
July 25/26—$47,859

DONATIONS TO FIRST CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services or at
some other time throughout the week, contributing your tithes and offerings is an act of
worship.
In addition to multiple giving boxes throughout
the building, we also offer:
Online giving for one-time or recurring
		 contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

•
•

Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll
		 receive a link to securely make your gift.

•

Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,
		Decatur, IL 62526
Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

