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WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:00am and 10:30am

Birth–5th Grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:00am and 10:30am

6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30-6pm

continued on next page  u

“Off THe SHeLf” 
SmaLL GROupS
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

The weekend of september 
7/8, we begin the Off the 
shelf series in which we 
study the entire Bible over 
13 weeks. Whether you 
have been studying the 
Bible your entire life or this is your first time, this is a great 
opportunity to dig deeper into God’s Word and understand  
how it relates to you. But, let’s be honest, studying the 
Bible can be difficult, so to help one another dig deeper 
into what we will be studying each weekend, you’re 
invited to join one of our Grow Together small Groups.

small groups are a great opportunity to build on what 
we are talking about each weekend while also getting to 
know others in our church and community. if you would 
be interested in joining a small group during the Off the 
shelf series, sign up at firstdecatur.org/smallgroups  
or stop by Connection Point after any service.

“Off THe SHeLf”
By Lori Putnam  |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

everyone has an area of life that deserves 
more attention than it’s currently receiving: our 
health, our fitness, our finances, our relation-
ships, etc. Certainly, our spirituality deserves 
some attention. interestingly, the condition of 
our spirituality affects every other area of our 
lives. if the condition of our relationship with 
God is well-tended, then all other areas fall into 
place more readily.

Matthew 6:33 reads, “But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” The context of this one 
verse is about worrying and how that is a waste 
of energy. God takes care of our needs, so seek 
out Him and let him sort everything else out.

One way to consistently seek God first is 
through engaging with the bible. But, that can 
be overwhelming so the Good Book stays in 
the stack of books to get to sometime – in a 
drawer, on the shelf.

Making an investment in knowing God through 
the bible is one of the best uses of our time and 
energy. it has the power to impact every other 
aspect of our lives. You are invited to take the 
bible Off the shelf beginning the weekend of 
september 7/8 as we encourage one another 
to exercise faith muscles.

Off the shelf will provide an overview of the 
entire bible – all 66 books – over 13 weeks. The 
goal is to provide a framework for understanding  
the big picture woven throughout the book so 
when you are reading on your own, you will 
know how that piece fits into the whole. We 
won’t be studying every story, but we will be 
hitting the highlights to build awareness.

This series has something for everyone – those 
who have never taken a bible off the shelf as 
well as those who read from it daily. Make a 
commitment to attend online or in person for 
thirteen weeks and meet the God of the universe  
through His Word – the bible.

Small Groups Launch
Sunday, September 8

from 1-3pm
Lunch included! 

JumpSTaRT Recap 
By Mitchell Yaksh  | myaksh@firstdecatur.org

On July 27, First Christian Church and Crossing 
Healthcare hosted Jumpstart Back-to-school clinic. 
during the day, we offered free physicals, dental exams, 
eye exams, and vaccinations to students returning to 
school for the fall. This year, 411 students came  
through the two locations. it was a great event.



pRaYeR

GIFTS TO FCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

in addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FiRsTdeCATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 n MacArthur Rd,  
  decatur, iL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
mONTHLY RepORT

GENERAL FuND/DESIGNATED OFFERINGS
July 6/7 – $42,153

July 13/14 – $102,919
July 20/21 – $37,869
July 27/28 – $62,110

THRIVE GIVING
July 6/7 – $2,863

July 13/14 – $3,288
July 20/21 – $1,814
July 27/28 – $3,776

ATTENDANCE
July 6/7 – 991

July 13/14 – 976
July 20/21 – 952

July 27/28 – 1,039

upcOmING eVeNTS
YOuNG ADuLT EVENTS
if you’re 18-27(-ish), join us for these fun 
events where you can meet others just like 
you and eat FRee FOOd!

 • “OFF THe sHeLF” BiBLe sTUdY 
  KiCK-OFF: Thursday, september 12 
  at 7pm in Mosaic Café

 • HOUse PARTY: Friday, september 20  
  from 7:30-10:30pm (email Thomas at  
  thagan@firstdecatur.org for location)

MOPS BEGINS
Thursday, September 5 from 9-11:15am
MOPs (Mothers of Preschoolers) is a ministry 
to moms with newborns through pre-K that 
encourages relationships with Christ and 
other moms. Learn and grow while you enjoy 
breakfast and coffee without interruption! 
Register at firstdecatur.org/events.

FIRST STEPS
Following each worship service the 
weekend of September 7/8
Come to First steps following each worship 
service to meet others just like you who are 
new to First Christian Church or are ready 
to make a connection here. during this brief 
20-minute gathering in Room 100, we’ll 
explore the mission of FCC and how and 
why we grow and serve together. Childcare 
available. Questions? Contact samantha at 
sstrouse@firstdecatur.org.

CHOIR REHEARSAL BEGIN
Tuesday, September 10 at 5:45pm
Worship Choir is starting back up! if you 
haven’t been a part of the choir before, this 
is a great opportunity to give it a try for one 
month. The Worship Choir will be singing 
in the weekend services the following three 
weekends of september. Childcare and  
pre-rehearsal dinners (starting september 17) 
are provided. Questions? Contact stephanie 
at scampbell@firstdecatur.org.

KENYA INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, September 15 at 10:30am in 
Room 201
*** Kenya Mission Trip March 12-23, 2020 ***
FCC is sending a work team and pastoral 
teaching team to Kenya in March. Contact 
Pastor BJ Leonard (bleonard@firstdecatur.org  
or 217.875.3350) with questions or if you are 
unable to attend the meeting.

JumpStart Recap
continued from front page

We strive to be a praying church. in fact, 
we have a team committed to pray for our 
leadership, pastors, staff, church, congrega-
tion, and community. We believe that prayer 
changes everything, and we consider it 
an honor to pray for you. You can submit a 
prayer need at firstdecatur.org/prayer, and 
we will share your request with our prayer 
team and elders. Your request will be kept 
confidential unless you indicate otherwise.

aRTS academY KIcK-Off
By Andrea Grunden  |  agrunden@firstdecatur.org

Arts Academy kick-off is coming soon! evening classes begin on september 19 and homeschool classes begin september 24. new classes, 
such as drawing and Watercolor, storybook Art and Colored Pencils, have been added to favorites like Culinary Arts, sewing, Oil Painting  
and drama. Classes are filling up quickly so register today at firstdecatur.org/artsacademy. 

cLuB 305
By BJ Leonard
bleonard@firstdecatur.org

in 2011, John Humphrey 
began volunteering at Club 
305, our after school program 
for students from Parsons 
elementary. John and his  
wife quickly began building  
relationships with the stu-
dents and fell in love with 
the ministry. His kindness, 
patience, and extra time 
spent outside Club 305 made 
a big difference for the kids. 
The following year John even 
volunteered to drive the bus! 

Over the years, John has seen God do amazing works in the lives of the students and the 
other volunteers, including his own life. students have grown up through the program, 
sharpening their math and reading skills, but more importantly, learning of God’s love for 
them and the opportunity to be a part of His kingdom on earth.

Recently, John retired from Club 305 and moved to Tennessee. But his example of servant-
hood and compassion continues. 

We are gearing up for another exciting year of Club 305 which kicks off september 17, and 
you are invited to join the team! Be part of this life-changing ministry as we serve kids in our 
community while discovering God’s gifting and calling in our own lives. 

To learn more about Club 305, contact me at bleonard@firstdecatur.org or 875-3350.

WORSHIP ARTS FALL KICK-OFF
Sunday, September 15 from  
Noon-3pm in the East Auditorium.
Join us for the free fall kick-off lunch. We 
will have fellowship and discuss the vision 
for the fall season. Children and spouses 
are welcome. RsVP by september 8 
to firstdecatur.org/worshiparts. 
Questions? Contact Lacey at lphillips@
firstdecatur.org.

MEMBERSHIP EVENT
Sunday, September 29 from 
11:45am-1:30pm in Room 202/204
if you have been baptized and are  
interested in becoming a member of  
First Christian Church, you are invited to 
attend our membership event. Lunch 
provided. Pastor Brian will share more 
about our mission and what membership 
means at FCC. Register at firstdecatur.
org/membership. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

WSOY COMMuNITY FOOD DRIVE
Friday, October 4 from 6am-6pm
For more than 10 years, First Christian 
Church has participated in the Community 
Food drive. We will collect non-perish-
able food donations the weekend of 
september 21/22 and answer phone 
pledges the day of the food drive on 
Friday, October 4. Watch for more info  
to come! Questions? Contact BJ at  
bleonard@firstdecatur.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR COLLEGE  
& SEMINARY STuDENTS
First Christian Church established a 
scholarship fund more than 15 years ago 
focused on those studying or planning 
to study ministry. eligible students must 
be active in the life of FCC and have a 
declared ministry major in an under- 
graduate or graduate degree program. 
The scholarship is awarded annually for 
up to eight semesters. scholarship funds 
beyond one year are based on academic 
performance. Call the church office for 
details.

BAPTISM
McKenzie Hale

We cannot say thank you enough to everyone  
who volunteered time and energy for this 
incredible event – the advocates caring  
for each family, the providers offering the 
individual exams, the administrators taking 
care of the paperwork, and the building team 
making sure the space was ready for the day. 
every volunteer had a hand in making this 
day possible. Lives were impacted in incred-
ible ways and we were able to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to the city of decatur. 

John humphrey and the students he tutors

arts academy students enjoying the summer workshops.

http://firstdecatur.org/give

