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WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th-12th Grade – Resumes on Sunday nights in August

CLuB 305 
By Amanda Elven  |  aelven@firstdecatur.org

each of us can likely recall at least one individual 
whose love made a profound impact on our lives. 
Volumes of research support the fact that one 
positive, caring relationship with a trustworthy 
adult can have a transformative effect on the life 
of a young person. We see the value of these 
relationships every Tuesday and Thursday at 
Club 305, our afterschool program for students of 
Parsons elementary school.

Two of our students, Abi and Halie, captured 
the significance of relationships between our 
students and leaders by interviewing numerous 
people at Club 305. Halie reported that Club 305 
leaders said the kids were their favorite part of 
Club 305. Abi spoke with other students, asking 
them what they liked most at Club 305. she wrote 
that the students love the leaders because “they 
help us read and play games and are nice, careful,  
helpful, and playful.” These kids love Club 305, 
and the leaders take care of the kids. Thank you!

Throughout this school year, our students have 
experienced God’s love for them through their 
leaders; they have grown academically, socially, 
and spiritually; and they have learned that God 
has given each of them unique gifts that He calls 
them to share with the world. We are proud of 
each of our students and thankful for the  

FCC’S 
GoT 
TALenT!
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

More than 300 volunteers enjoyed a great time at our 
serve Together Celebration held on Wednesday,  
May 8. The evening began with snacks and six  
different games that allowed our guests to display  
talents such as bubble blowing and hula hooping.  
We next moved to the FCC’s Got Talent portion of the 
evening, which featured five staff groups displaying 
a variety of talents. At the end of the program, guests 
voted for their favorite act and winners were showered 
in gold confetti. Guests also enjoyed an after-party  
featuring a doughnut wall, gifts, give-aways, and a  
jazz trio. it was an incredible evening, and we are so 
grateful for each of our volunteers. if you are interested 
in learning more about how you can serve on one  
of our FCC teams, contact Pastor Jonathan at  
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350

WATCH SERMONS LIVE!
We are now live streaming all of our worship services 

at firstdecatur.org/churchonline. 
Also, you can watch messages at firstdecatur.org/sermons 

or download the First Christian Church app 
for Apple or Android devices.

JESuS IN HEbREWS
A NEW seven-week series beginning June 8/9

Jesus is the focus of a Christian’s life. Hebrews, 
a book in the New Testament, also focuses 
on Jesus. It shows how Jesus is the ultimate 
expression of God’s love and plan for humanity  
– and particularly for you. Hebrews teaches how 
a Christian’s thoughts and lifestyle are different 
than the choices made by those who do not 
follow Christ. The book of Hebrews was written 
when Christian understanding held the minority 
viewpoint within the culture. Join us beginning 
on the weekend of June 8/9 when we begin a 
new sermon series examining how Jesus helps 
those who follow his pattern of living and serving.

We also celebrated Peggy 
Anderson’s 25th anniversary 

working at the church.



PRAYeR

GIFTS TO FCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

in addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FiRsTdeCATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 n MacArthur Rd,  
  decatur, iL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MonTHLY RePoRT

GENERAL FuND/DESIGNATED OFFERINGS
Apr 6/7– $68,054

Apr 13/14–$42,187
Apr 20/21–$69,679
Apr 27/28–$40,099

uPCoMInG eVenTS
CHOIR REHEARSALS bEGIN
Tuesday, June 4 from 6:30-7:45pm
Whether you love to sing, want to encounter 
God’s presence, or seek a caring community,  
you are invited to join the choir. We will  
prepare for Hymnoscope the weekend of 
June 29/30. We pray at 6:15pm and rehearse 
from 6:30-7:45pm every Tuesday. All ages 
welcome. Childcare provided. Questions? 
Contact stephanie at scampbell@firstdecatur.org.

WOMEN’S bIbLE STuDY
Every Wednesday in June 
from 9:30-11:30am
sick to death of anxiety? sick to death of  
worrying about everything under the sun? 
When it comes to anxiety, we can pray or 
be prey. Join us for “The Basket Case” bible 
study by Beth Moore to help you live the  
truth of God’s word. Childcare is available  
for kids from birth through 5th grade. Register 
at firstdecatur.org/women. Questions? 
Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org  
or 217.875.3350.

FIRST STEPS
Following each worship service the  
weekend of June 8/9
Come to First steps following each worship 
service to meet others just like you who are 
new to First Christian Church or are ready 
to make a connection here. during this brief 
20-minute gathering in Room 100, we’ll 
explore the mission of FCC and how and 
why we grow and serve together. Questions? 
Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

CubA FuNDRAISER DINNER
Saturday, June 8 from 6:15-8pm
support our students’ summer mission trip to 
Cuba by attending a Cuban-inspired dinner. 
Cost is $10/adults; $5/kids (3-12). This is a 
great way to invest in lives of students who 
will be serving in Cuba on our behalf.

FAMILY FuN NIGHT
Sunday, June 9 from 5:30-7:30pm
Kick off your summer with a fun night of  
mini golf at Overlook Adventure Mini Golf.  
All ages welcome, and it’s FRee! This is a 
great opportunity to invite another family to 
join you. Questions? Contact Janie at  
jkane@firstdecatur.org.

Club 305
continued from front page

THE bLOCK PARTY
Friday, June 14 from 5:30-7pm
Block Parties are fun for the whole family, with 
games, inflatables, art activities, food, and 
great conversations. This is an excellent  
serving opportunity for students or families.  
The fun happens at 1520 n Union st. Questions?  
Contact BJ at bleonard@firstdecatur.org.

PRAYER FOR GLObAL MISSIONS
Weekend of June 15/16
Join us as we pray for our mission teams  
traveling this summer to Cincinnati, Kenya,  
and Cuba. We are excited to support them 
through encouragement and prayer.

bAPTISMS AT THE LAKE
Sunday, June 23 (time TbA)
experience baptisms in a natural setting  
in Lake decatur. More details to come 
regarding time and exact location. if you  
are interested in baptism, contact Pastor Tim  
at trevis@firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350.

ARTS ACADEMY SuMMER WORKSHOPS
June 24-27 at various times
Workshop classes offer students of all ages — 
kindergarten through adult — the opportunity 
to experience Arts Academy classes and to 
learn new skills. Register at firstdecatur.org/
artsacademy. Questions? Contact Andrea at 
agrunden@firstdecatur.org.

CHRISTIAN DAY WITH JORDAN FELIZ
Saturday, June 29 at 7pm
First Christian Church is sponsoring Christian 
day at The devon Lakeshore Amphitheater. 
Use promo code “FCC” by June 16 to get a 
discount of 25% off your tickets. Purchase 
your tickets at firstdecatur.org/events.

HYMNOSCOPE
During Worship Services the Weekend 
of June 29/30
We will focus on celebrating God’s faithfulness 
and giving thanks for the faith heritage that 
has been passed from generation to genera-
tion. Our adult choir, youth choir, and other 
Arts Academy groups will be leading us in 
worship. You will also have the opportunity 
to request your favorite hymn in advance on 
social media! Questions? Contact Lacey at 
lphillips@firstdecatur.org.

One saturday each year, our building 
transforms into a medical clinic and, across 
town, a team of volunteers joins the staff 
at Crossing Healthcare for the Jumpstart 
Back-to-school 
Clinic. Hundreds 
of students and 
their families 
attend Jumpstart 
and receive the medical care they need to 
enroll in a new school year. Our patients and 
their families also experience God’s love for 
them through the compassionate care of our 
medical providers, nurses, family advocates, 
and other volunteers.  

it takes hundreds of volunteers serving 
together alongside multiple community 
partners to make Jumpstart a reality. The 
YMCA provides backpacks for K-6 students; 
the Macon County Health department pro-
vides immunizations; several area medical 
providers provide vision, dental, and physi-
cal exams for our students; and family advo-
cates extend a personal touch by helping 
families navigate the clinic. 

Please consider joining us this year on 
saturday, July 27, as a medical provider, 
nurse, or advocate. This summer’s clinic is 
earlier than previous years in order to help 
families better prepare for the coming school 
year. Volunteer sign-ups begin on June 22. 

We strive to be a praying church. in fact, 
we have a team committed to pray for  
our leadership, pastors, staff, church,  
congregation, and community. We 
believe that prayer changes everything, 
and we consider it an honor to pray for 
you. You can submit a prayer need at  
firstdecatur.org/prayer, and we will 
share your request with our prayer team 
and elders. Your request will be kept con-
fidential unless you indicate otherwise.

ATTENDANCE
Apr 6/7–1,243

Apr 13/14–1,154
Apr 20/21–2,108
Apr 27/28–1,147

THRIVE GIVING
Apr 6/7–$6,386

Apr 13/14–$9,830
Apr 20/21–$4,194           
Apr 27/28–$3,122

opportunity to work with them. A special 
thank you to the wonderful leaders who  
give their time, energy, and hearts to loving 
our students and to those at FCC who sup-
port the ministry of Club 305. As we wrap up 
a fantastic year, we are sad to see our students  
go — but excited for another amazing year 
in 2019-2020. To find out how you can be 
part of Club 305, contact Amanda elven at 
aelven@firstdecaur.org.

JoIn THe HoSPITALITY TeAM!
By Samantha Strouse  |  sstrouse@firstdecatur.org

At First Christian Church, we want everyone to feel included, cared for, and safe. The 
Hospitality Team is a vital part of welcoming people into our church family. Our ministry is 
about caring for every person, whether they are brand new or longtime members. Whatever 
your talents/gifting, there is a spot for you.

 • GREETERS welcome guests as they enter the church.

 • uSHERS hand out bulletins and help seat guests in the auditoriums.

 • COMMuNION SERVERS assist in passing trays during the service.

To learn more about how to get involved, join us at one of three Hospitality Team events on 
June 13 (5:30-6:30pm), June 18 (5:30-6:30pm), or June 22 (3:15-4:15pm). You’ll meet other 
Hospitality Team members and learn more about the different ways to serve. You can sign 
up at firstdecatur.org/hospitality or at Connection Point after service. Questions? Contact 
samantha at sstrouse@firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350.

By Amanda Elven
 aelven@firstdecatur.org

The Arts Academy at First Christian Church has 
flourished this spring, with programs that give 
student artists opportunities to demonstrate 
what they’ve accomplished through the year. 
Artshare, held at the end of April, encompassed  
the wide mix of artistry involved in our Thursday  
classes. Visual art projects, drama, culinary  
and fiber arts, along with a dance crew,  
combined to make Artshare an enjoyable 

experience. in May, three music recitals capped off a full year of instruction. A total of 200 
guests attended, including piano and guitar students and their supportive families and friends. 
We hope you’ll consider registering for one of our summer classes, scheduled for June 24-27. 
it’s a chance to try something new with a minimal, but valuable, time commitment.  Check out 
what’s being offered at firstdecatur.org/artsacademy. Fall classes will be posted in August; 
stay tuned for more details.

ARTS ACAdeMY
By Anita Gifford
agifford@firstdecatur.org

JumpStart
Saturday, July 27

9am-2pm

bAPTISMS
Benjamin Cave
Ashley dunmire
stella dunmire
Bob Hawkins
Hannah Helm
Abigail Hooten
Robert Hooten
Ruby Keathley

Madison Morrow
Mary Morrow
Lucas Ray
Leyton Ryder
emma Ulis
Jack Ulis
Zebadiah Vernon

http://firstdecatur.org/give

