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WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th-12th Grade – Resumes on Sunday nights in August

CominG THiS 
AuGuST… To A 
CHuRCH neAR You!
By Brian Talty  |  btalty@firstdecatur.org

We struggle to have conversations where we 
share our faith with co-workers and neighbors.  
We even find it difficult to invite our own family  
members 
or friends to 
church.

But, do you 
know what’s 
easy? 

Going to the 
movies. 

Yep, everybody talks about the latest movies 
they’ve seen. Anyone can invite anyone to watch 
a movie.

Throughout August, our weekend sermon series 
will explore the truths of scripture as revealed in 
Hollywood’s greatest hits. Just like you would 
catch a movie with a friend at the local theatre, 
you’re encouraged to invite them to church with 
you this August.

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the church at 
Corinth says, “i have become all things to all 
people so that by all possible means i might save 
some” (1 Corinthians 9:22 niV). To the church at 
Colossae he directs, “Be wise in the way you act 
toward [those outside of the church]; make the 
most of every opportunity” (Colossians 4:5 niV).

Together, we want to be wise toward our friends, 
family, co-workers, and neighbors who are cur-
rently “outside of the church.” One way is by 
inviting them to something everyone finds familiar 
— movies! 

it is our hope, plan, and prayer that by “becoming  
all things to all people so that by all possible means,  
we might save some.”

An unexpeCTed CALL
By Wayne Kent  |  wkent@firstdecatur.org

i recall quite clearly a moment in ministry in July 1985, 
some 34 years ago.
 
Leslie and i had returned from 11 months of overseas  
ministry in western and eastern europe and south 
Africa — a whirlwind tour that had concluded the  
previous week.
 
Leslie flew to north Carolina from Great Britain. i flew  
to Tulsa, ready to make a report to our home office/
manager regarding the tour’s highlights and struggles.  
i arrived on Tuesday and began two days of de-briefing  
on Wednesday.

That night, i stepped into the small church Leslie and 
i had attended throughout our college experience in 
Tulsa. i expected the usual Wednesday night bible 
study, but arrived to find something much different. 
elders were bringing the difficult news of our pastor’s 
resignation, effective immediately.

stunned. That’s probably the best way to put it.  
 
More stunning news came in the next few days. since 
Leslie and i were expected to be on “furlough” in the 
U.s. for the next six months, i was asked: “Wayne, 
would you consider filling the pulpit and leading us  
in worship, too?”
 
it’s a long story, but that Wednesday night meeting 
was my entrance into pastoral leadership. My musical 
ministry career ended in one night and a whole new 
endeavor and adventure showed up. God had a plan 
in place, long before i knew it.
 
The evening taught me a valuable lesson: Following 
God brings shifts, changes, challenges, and adventure. 
Following even brings surprises. it can be quite a ride.
 
Thank you for sharing more than 25 years of that ministry  
with me. i suspect there are more shifts, changes, and 
adventures ahead of us. i’m up for the ride, and invite 
you to continue walking and following God with me.

WATCH SERMONS LIVE!
We are now live streaming all of our worship services at 

firstdecatur.org/churchonline. Also, you can watch 
messages at firstdecatur.org/sermons or download the 
First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

Jesus is the focus of a Christian’s life. Hebrews, a 
book in the New Testament, also focuses on Jesus. 
It shows how Jesus is the ultimate expression of 
God’s love and plan for humanity –  and particularly  
for you. Hebrews teaches a Christian’s thoughts 
and lifestyle are different than the choices made 
by those who do not follow Christ. The book of 
Hebrews was written when Christian understanding 
held the minority viewpoint within the culture. Join 
us for a closer look at Jesus in the book of Hebrews.

Current Message Series

BEGINS THE 
WEEKEND Of AUGUST 3/4



pRAYeR

GIfTS TO fCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

in addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FiRsTdeCATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 n MacArthur Rd,  
  decatur, iL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
monTHLY RepoRT

GENERAL fUND/DESIGNATED OffERINGS
May 4/5 – $63,192

May 11/12 – $49,656
May 18/19 – $47,906
May 25/26 – $51,243

upCominG eVenTS
fIRSTKIDS fAMILY MISSION TRIP
Saturday, July 13 from 9:30am-3pm
FirstKids Families are invited to serve together 
as missionaries in The Block. Together, we will 
learn about The Block’s mission, serve along-
side our friends in The Block through family-
friendly projects, share a picnic lunch, and 
play together. This is an excellent opportunity 
to introduce your children to missions service 
as they learn what it means to be a missionary 
in their everyday lives. details & registration at 
firstdecatur.org/events.

fIRST STEPS
following each worship service the  
weekend of July 13/14
Come to First steps following any worship ser-
vice to meet others just like you who are new 
to First Christian Church or are ready to make 
a connection here. during this brief 20-minute 
gathering in Room 100, we’ll explore the mis-
sion of FCC and how and why we grow and 
serve together. Questions? Contact Morgan at 
marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

SENIORS’ ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Tuesday, July 23 from 2-3:30pm
Join us in the east Auditorium for some cool 
refreshments with friends while taking a  
break from the heat. Questions? Contact  
Tim at trevis@firstdecatur.org.

SAY “CHEESE!”
Occasionally, photographers will capture 
moments from First Christian Church services  
and special events. if you would like to 
request that you or your child’s photo not  
be used in print materials or online, contact 
Crystal at ckirkman@firstdecatur.org.

We strive to be a praying church. in fact, 
we have a team committed to pray for  
our leadership, pastors, staff, church,  
congregation, and community. We 
believe that prayer changes everything, 
and we consider it an honor to pray for 
you. You can submit a prayer need at 
firstdecatur.org/prayer, and we will 
share your request with our prayer team 
and elders. Your request will be kept con-
fidential unless you indicate otherwise.

GLoBAL miSSionS: 
SummeR 2019
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

First Christian Church is deeply committed 
to God’s mission around the world, and we 
are personally involved in Africa, Asia, Cuba, 
and the United states. This summer, FCC 
will send three mission teams to serve on 
your behalf. Take time to lift up these teams 
in prayer and God’s plans for them. Pray that 
the Lord continues to work in the lives of 
those they have encountered.

	 •	 Cincinnati, Ohio  //  June 17-21 
  A team of 91 students and adults  
  executed various work projects  
  throughout the city, partnering with  
  several organizations, and also hosted  
  block parties in the neighborhoods of  
  Cincinnati, Ohio. 

	 •	 Kenya  //  June 20-July 1 
  Alongside daniel Koitatoi, who FCC  
  has supported through medical  
  school, a team of 21 adults will provide  
  medical care for people living in  
  outlying areas in southern Kenya. 

	 •	 Cuba  //  July 5-11 
  A team of 22 students and adults will  
  experience, encourage, and participate  
  in ministry with Cuban nationals while  
  strengthening relationships with  
  students and local church leaders.

	 •	 Pray for Central Asia
  Ravshan and Lisa serve in Central  
  Asia, working with unreached people  
  through the platform of athletics.  
  They are currently in the U.s. preparing  
  for their next term of ministry. 

BAPTISM – Katie Petrey

BLoCK pARTY
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

several cookouts and a block party—it’s 
been an exciting summer of ministry with 
friends and neighbors in The Block. There 
are so many opportunities to meet families, 
build friendships, and thank God for the good 
work He is doing. if you are interested in get-
ting involved, contact Pastor BJ Leonard at 
217.875.3350 or bleonard@firstdecatur.org.

BABY dediCATion CeLeBRATion 
Brandy Ray  |  bray@firstdecatur.org

On saturday, June 1, seven children were dedicated to be raised in a way that is honoring to 
God. These parents committed to establishing rhythms and habits that will help point their 
children to a relationship with Jesus. One of the most important of these habits is the parents’ 
relationship with Jesus. As a Family Ministry Team, we have seen time and time again that a 
child’s faith journeys closely line up with their parents’ faith journeys. This is challenging, but 
also encouraging to parents, recognizing that parents do have the greatest influence on their 
children. We would love to come alongside and help you lead your children. if you would  
like to take part in the next Baby dedication Ceremony on september 14, register at  
firstdecatur.org/babydedication or if you have any questions, please contact me  
(Brandy) at bray@firstdecatur.org.

RemodeL updATe
By Lori Putnam | lputnam@firstdecatur.

We eMBRACe change!

A team has been diligently working to finalize details on our stage-to-stage remodel project.  
samples are being selected and orders placed to update the look of our lobby, café, and audi-
toriums. One lobby remodel project is already complete — the demolition and wall repair near 
the portico entrance. Keep your eyes open for more progress to come later this summer. We are 
excited about keeping our building looking fresh and inviting for our many weekly guests.

JumpSTART BACK-
To-SCHooL CLiniC
By Amanda Elven  |  aelven@firstdecatur.org

i saw my friend, 
esther, in the lobby 
last year during the 
Jumpstart Back-to-
school Clinic. We 
exchanged hugs 
and chatted for a 
moment as she 
and her Jumpstart advocate worked  
together to fill out forms. esther told me  
how thankful she was to be at Jumpstart.  
As a medical assistant, she works hard every 
day to care for patients and improve health 
in our community. As a mother of six school-
age children, getting ready to head back to 
school is a huge undertaking for esther and 
her family. scheduling and attending dental,  
vision, and medical exams for multiple chil-
dren means taking time off work and coor-
dinating childcare. Families like esther’s are 
able to get the medical care they need at 
Jumpstart in a fun and friendly environment, 
free of charge.

This year’s Jumpstart Back-to-school clinic  
is scheduled for saturday, July 27th from  
9am-2pm. We invite you to join us at Jumpstart  
this year, either as a patient or as a volunteer. 
if you resonate with esther’s story and have 
students in pre-k through 12th grade, we 
would love to help you get ready for school 
this year.

We also need lots of volunteers to help us 
care for families: nurses, dentists, physicians,  
and other medical professionals. Also needed  
are a few people to assist in the kitchen and 
200 people to serve as Family Advocates, 
guiding families through the clinic. sign up 
to volunteer at firstdecatur.org/jumpstart 
or stop by the clinic from 9-2 on July 27th to 
participate in the clinic as a patient. 

mARRiAGe niGHT eVenT 
By Tim Revis | trevis@firstdecatur.org

Presented by Rightnow Media and hosted 
at FCC, the Marriage night event was a 
great success. nearly 160 people (most of 
them couples) came away with some excel-
lent tools for ensuring a successful, God-
honoring marriage from Les & Leslie Parrott, 
as well as some encouragement through 
scripture from Lisa & Francis Chan. Look for 
more marriage ministry events coming in the 
future.

June 2019 Baby Dedication celebration

Block Party on 
June 14, 2019

JumpStart
Saturday, July 27

9am-2pm 
held at fCC Decatur 

and Crossing 
Healthcare

THRIVE GIVING
May 4/5 – $6,003

May 11/12 – $3,943
May 18/19 – $5,483
May 25/26 – $2,078

ATTENDANCE
May 4/5 – 1,207

May 11/12 – 1,212
May 18/19 – 1,016
May 25/26 – 1,058

http://firstdecatur.org/give

