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WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30-6pm

Catch sermons at firstdecatur.org/sermon or download the 
FCC app from iTunes or Google Play. We are also live streaming  

all of our services at firstdecatur.org/livestream.

NiGHT To SHiNe
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

As a church, we believe in the mission of 
being the tangible touch of Jesus Christ  
in the lives of those in our community.

On Friday, February 8, First Christian Church 
will partner with GT Church to host Night to 
Shine, a prom event for students and adults 
with special needs, at GT Church. 

Highlights will include a banquet for all guests, a red carpet entrance with professional photos, a dance with a 
crowning ceremony for every guest, a special meal and activities for parents and caretakers, and special gifts 
for every guest. Your generosity and service will make this completely free of charge for our guests.

Night to Shine will require hundreds of people serving in many different capacities. Please save the date 
and help us make this an amazing event for our guests. To get involved or learn more, visit firstdecatur.org/
nighttoshine.

LIVING IN THE LIGHT

New three-week series beginning December 29/30

Jesus Christ has come as the light of the world. Those 
following him are expected to live according to his light 
within us. What are the implications for us in family life, at 
our workplace, at school? Additionally, if Christ’s light is in 
us, shouldn’t that impact our inner world and thoughts? As 
2018 comes to an end and we face the promise of 2019, 
join us to explore new light and life approaches.  

25 YeaRS & CouNTiNG 
By Lori Putnam  |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

On January 1, 1994, Wayne Kent became the lead pastor at First Christian Church in Decatur. In fact, he was 
the only pastor. The church was located downtown, with an average attendance of 150. Two short years 
later, the congregation moved to its current location at 3350 North MacArthur Road,  
and an education wing and small gym were added to the 
facility. The congregation grew steadily in number and faith. 
Currently, more than 1,100 people worship in two auditoriums 
at multiple times, as well as stream online each weekend. The 
impact of First Christian Church’s ministries is felt in Decatur, 
and around the world. 

Pastor Wayne and his family have led the congregation 
through many seasons of ministry over the last 25 years —  
a journey well worth celebrating! Please join us the weekend  
of January 12/13 as we celebrate the 185th anniversary of  
First Christian Church along with Wayne and Leslie’s 25 years 
of ministry. Plan to attend a reception January 12 at 6:15pm  
or January 13 at 10:15am.

If you have a story of how Wayne and Leslie’s ministry has 
impacted your life, please submit it to stories@firstdecatur.org. Come celebrate with us January 12 &13!



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Bill & Jane Cazier
Ian Queen

Ruby Condiff
Hazel (and Mervil) Newlan 

Curtis Evermann 
Decatur Police

PlEaSE PRay FoR thE FolloWiNg...

PRaYeR

DoNatioNS to FCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, you may give through:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,  
  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MoNTHLY RePoRT

MEMoRialS
Maurice L Sefton – November 20, 2018

giViNg gRaND total
Nov 10/11 – $39,611
Nov 17/18 – $45,123
Nov 24/25 – $31,219

Dec 1/2 – $55,871

thRiVE giViNg
Nov 10/11 – $6,620
Nov 17/18 – $3,962
Nov 24/25 – $3,002

Dec 1/2 – $5,981

attENDaNCE
Nov 10/11 – 1,271
Nov 17/18 – 1,160
Nov 24/25 – 1,120

Dec 1/2 – 1,110

uPCoMiNG eVeNTS
JaNUaRy holiDay hoURS

• oFFiCE CloSED: January 1
• MoSaiC CaFÉ CloSED: January 1

yoUNg aDUlt EVENtS
If you’re 18-27(-ish), join us for these fun 
events where you can meet others just like 
you and eat FREE FOOD!

• DINNER: Saturday, January 12 after  
 the 5pm worship service in the East  
 Auditorium

• HOUSE PARTY: Friday, January 18  
 from 7:30 -10:30pm (email Thomas at  
 thagan@firstdecatur.org for location)

• GAME NIGHT: Friday, January 25 from  
 6-9pm at Tony and Tina Arseneau’s  
 home (207 West Franklin Street in  
 Cerro Gordo)

PRayER EVENt
Sunday, January 13 from 6:15 -7:15pm
Join us for a gathering of prayer and worship 
as we thank God for his faithfulness through 
the history of our church and seek his wis-
dom for the future years of ministry at First 
Christian Church.

oRChEStRa WEEKEND
January 19 & 20
Let’s fill the stage with instrumentalists! Those 
who can read music and have two years’ 
experience playing an instrument are wel-
come – including students. This weekend is 
designed for those with limited experience. 
Contact Bill Cunningham to participate at 
bcunningham@firstdecatur.org.

FiRST CHRiSTiaN 
CHuRCH 
ReSPoNdS To 
NaTuRaL eVeNT 
CRiSeS
By Wayne Kent  |  wkent@firstdecatur.org

Throughout the last few months, our nation 
has seen communities rocked, and in some 
settings ruined, by natural events: Hurricane 
Florence battered the coast of North 
Carolina; Paradise, California, was virtually 
destroyed by fire; and, much closer to home, 
Taylorville experienced significant damage  
in the December 1 tornado that swept 
through Central Illinois. 

In all these cases, First Christian Church has 
responded with gifts and prayers. On your 
behalf we sent:

• $2,500 to our DHF churches in North  
 Carolina, asking their leaders to disperse  
 the funds among church members who  
 faced losses in their homes

• $2,500 to Hope Christian Church in  
 Paradise, CA, in light of the church’s  
 complete destruction during the  
 forest fire

• $1,000 to Taylorville leaders, asking  
 them to use the funds for care of  
 residents in need due to tornado  
 damage 

These funds come from monies set aside in 
the past and kept in reserve for emergency 
settings outside the life of First Christian 
Church. Each time you worship God with 
your gifts, your acts of kindness and gener-
osity allow our church to gracefully care  
for others. 

You can help replenish the reserve by  
contributing to either FCC’s Local Outreach 
fund or the Global Outreach fund.

SKatiNg PaRty
Monday, January 21 at Krazy Skate  
in Decatur
Invite your family and friends to join you 
at Krazy Skate (3710 Greenswitch Rd) on 
Martin Luther King day. Cost is $5/person.
•	 Pre-K	-	5th	grade:		9:30	-	11:30am
•	 Middle	&	High	School:		noon	-	2pm

StUDENt liFE WiNtER CaMP
February 1-3 at Camp Warren
Sixth-12th grade students are invited to 
our annual winter retreat at Camp Warren 
in Decatur. The cost is $80/student which 
includes lodging, meals, and Student Life 
gear. Details and registration at firstdeca-
tur.org/studentlife. Questions? Contact 
Heather at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

WEDNESDay Night EQUiP
Begins February 6
Mark your calendar for Equip classes for all 
ages from 6:30-8pm. The ladies bible study 
will also be available from 9:30 -11:30am.

FiRSt StEPS
Saturday, February 9 at 6:15pm or 
Sunday, February 10 at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian 
Church or just wanting to get plugged in, 
First Steps is the perfect place to make  
connections. Discover our mission and  
the “why” and “how” we grow and serve 
together. This 20-minute gathering takes 
place in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

PaRSoNS 
SHoeBoxeS
By Amanda Elven 
aelven@firstdecatur.org

On the last day of school 
for the semester, wrapping 
paper flew as students tore 
into gift boxes during their 
classroom parties. Every one 
of the 319 students at Parsons 
Elementary received a gift  
specially packed for them: 
Boxes filled with snacks, toys, 
books, and a Parsons t-shirt. 
After celebrating with their friends, they loaded buses, hopped in cars, or walked home,  
carrying their shoeboxes along with them.

No child knows who gave them their present, only that they came from the people of First 
Christian Church. Students will enjoy these goodies and play with these toys throughout 
their break and beyond, but they will remember the generosity of the gift-givers far longer. 
These happy little boxes serve as examples of love freely given as we remember the one 
who has loved us so perfectly.

A special thank you to each person who helped prepare, organize, pack, wrap, and deliver 
shoeboxes to Parsons this Christmas. It was a big undertaking, but worth every smile and 
warmed heart.

Volunteers wrap hundreds of gifts for Parsons Elementary students

Carols for Advent, December 8 & 9, 2018

http://firstdecatur.org/give

