
 Another GreAt    
 JumpStArt!
 By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

Jumpstart Back-to-School Clinic was a huge success this 
year. The clinic was held in two locations on Saturday, 
August 11: First Christian Church Decatur and Crossing 
Healthcare. 
 
 • More than 354 volunteers served to make the  
  event a great success! Despite having 164 people  
  serving as family advocates, more were needed  
  only 45 minutes after the clinic opened.

 • We served a total of 530 students from  
  360 families.

 • Jumpstart provided 330 physical exams, 68 sports  
  physicals, 132 dental exams, 136 eye exams,  
  and 128 vaccinations – a total of 809 services  
  provided. In addition, more than 30 children  
  received a free pair of glasses.

 • We served 500 hot dogs, 600 bags of chips,  
  994 rolls, 110 pounds of BBQ pork, 300 oranges,  
  300 sub sandwiches, and 1,400 bottles of water. 

It was a rewarding day of service to our community. God has 
grown this event to reach into the lives of so many students 
and families, and we thank everyone who participated. 

On Saturday, August 4, First Christian Church of Blue 
Mound held their first JumpStart Clinic. In addition, the SIU 
Family Medical Clinic will host “JumpStart 2” on Saturday, 
September 15, for students that still need services. 

When we began planning the first JumpStart in 2011,  
I never would have imagined it would grow to include  
four locations and serve so many people. Glory to God!
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WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Missed a message? No problem! Catch messages at firstdecatur.org, 
subscribe to our podcasts on iTunes, or download 

the First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

neW 
CurriCuLum
By Heather Vance  |  hvance@firstdecatur.org

Our Family Ministry team is excited 
for the September introduction of the 
Gospel Project curriculum which points 
people of all ages to the good news  
and equips them to live gospel-filled 
lives individually, in community, and  
on mission. 

Research shows that reading the Bible  
is the biggest influence in engaging  
children in a lifetime of faith. The 
Gospel Project curriculum covers the 
entire Bible in a three-year cycle,  
taking our preschoolers, children, and 
students on a chronological journey 
from the story of redemption in Genesis 
to Revelation. It connects everything that 
happens in the Bible to Jesus and shares 
the message that the gospel is not about 
being “good” enough, but about our 
relationship with Jesus and sharing that 
with others.

We are excited for our children to learn  
the story of the gospel and see it change 
their hearts.

A StuDY oF GeneSiS
NEW five-week message series beginning September 1 & 2, 2018

To discover how we got to where we are, we start with where we began. 
Genesis (literally “beginning”) is the first of 66 books in the Bible.

In our study of Genesis, we’ll discover the beginning of time, the cosmos, 
the world, and humankind. We’ll explore the beginning of sin, the begin-
nings of God’s plan to right the wrongs of sin, and God’s commitment to 
bless the entire world through that plan.



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Curtis Wilson
Curtis Evermann

Bill Cazier
Linda Orr

FCC Lovington
Lovington community and area

PLEASE PrAY for thE foLLoWiNG...

prAYer

DoNAtioNS to fCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, you may give through:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,  
  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
monthLY report

GiViNG GrAND totAL
July 7/8 – $55,939

July 14/15 – $46,328
July 21/22 – $41,486
July 28/29 – $31,877

Aug 4/5 – $71,953

thriVE GiViNG
July 7/8 – $19,841

July 14/15 – $4,102
July 21/22 – $3,601
July 28/29 – $27,144

Aug 4/5 – $5,218

AttENDANCE
July 7/8 – 1,071

July 14/15 – 1,032
July 21/22 – 1,015
July 28/29 – 1,054

Aug 4/5 – 1,159

WhY Choir?
By Stephanie Campbell  |  scampbell@firstdecatur.org

I recently asked our choir what keeps them coming back. I was overwhelmed — and moved 
to tears — by many of their responses: 

 • “i’ve been singing my entire life, and at this stage i can’t think of a better way to use my 
  voice than in praise to him. and i am looking forward to meeting new people and 
  making new friends.”

 • “i was unsure if my coming here mattered or made a difference…or maybe i was even 
  unsure if i mattered to anyone anywhere. it was choir that showed me i mattered to 
  them, and i mattered to god. and when i don’t arrive, they notice and wonder if they 
  should be concerned.”

 • “i love how i feel when i sing. i love what it does inside me to sing praises to the lord, 
  to harmonize, to speak his word in music. i feel connected to the choir. i have made 
  an effort to speak to people and try to remember names, but others are making an 
  effort to speak to me also which makes me feel very welcomed.”

 • “choir is about feeling the music, sharing the message, enjoying the camaraderie, and  
  praising our lord through song. i look forward to the rehearsals and the performances.”

 • “i count it a deep honor and joy to be a part of Fcc choir. the truth is more than just a  
  love for music, but the responsibility of leading others in worship, encouraging others  
  to worship, and the depth of ministry that takes place as the choir ministers through  
  song. the fellowship of our choir is sweet, and the sense of community is strong.”

 • “Fcc choir has become more than singing to me. the group has a real sense of praise  
  as a part of the overall ministry of our church. tuesday night practice has become a  
  time of worship more than a practice and makes sunday music a celebration of that  
  worship.”

Something spiritual happens when we make music together. I have been singing my entire 
life, and I have been doing my best to be a follower of Jesus since I was a child. The moments 
in my life where I have been most aware of His presence have been surrounded by song. 
Often, those moments have involved other people. Coming together in a choir sets us up to 
encounter the presence of God. 2 Chronicles 5:13-14 (NIV) says: “the trumpeters and musi-
cians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the lord. accompanied by trumpets, 
cymbals and other instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the lord and sang: 

‘he is good; his love endures forever.’ then 
the temple of the lord was filled with the 
cloud,  and the priests could not perform 
their service because of the cloud, for the 
glory of the lord filled the temple of god.”

This is where I want to be, in the presence 
of our Lord! Our choir has that opportunity 
every week. Singing praise in His “temple” 
isn’t reserved for worship services. We 
encounter His presence together even in 
rehearsal which allows us to develop  
closer relationships with one another. 
We sing together; we share life with one 
another; we carry one another’s burdens; 
we pray together; and we encounter His 
presence together. Then as we leave, the 
words we sing are imprinted on our hearts 
and are reminders of His faithfulness and 
presence as we go about life. It brings the 
spiritual into our everyday. How can you 
pass up such a rich opportunity? 

“let the message of christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the spirit, singing  
to god with gratitude in your hearts.” 
                                        – Colossians 3:16 (NIV)

Maybe you need a community to care for 
you. Maybe you love to sing. Maybe you 
just want to encounter His presence.  
Come join us! Young and old are welcome.

Choir rehearsals Begin 
tuesday, September 18

 We pray at 6:15pm and rehearse from 6:30-7:45pm 
every Tuesday. Childcare is provided. 
We look forward to singing with you!

upCominG eVentS
YoUNG ADULt EVENtS
If you’re 18-27(-ish), join us for these fun 
events where you can meet others just like 
you and enjoy FREE FOOD!
	 •	DiNNEr: Saturday, September 1  
  and 22 after the 5pm worship service  
  in the East Auditorium
							•		hoUSE PArtY: Friday, September 21  
  from 7:30-10:30pm (contact Thomas at  
  thagan@firstdecatur.org for the location)

SMALL GroUP LAUNCh
Sunday, September 9 from 1-3pm
Small groups are a great way to meet others 
and study the Bible together. Groups consist 
of 8-12 people who meet throughout the 
week. To test drive a small group, register  
at firstdecatur.org/smallgroups and 
attend the launch event. Questions? Contact 
Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

tEN+MEN SErVE DAY
Saturday, September 15 from 
8am-noon(ish)
We will provide handyman services to  
seniors, widows, single parents, and others 
with unique needs. Those who need help 
around the house should stop by Connection 
Point in the lobby or visit firstdecatur.org/fix.  
Men who would like to be involved with this 
ministry, stop by Connection Point or sign  
up at firstdecatur.org/men.

firSt StEPS
Saturday, September 15 at 6:15pm or 
Sunday, September 16 at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps 
is the perfect place to make connections. 
Discover our mission and the “why” and 
“how” we grow and serve together. This 
20-minute gathering takes place in Room 
100. Questions? Contact Morgan at  
marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

LADiES LUNChEoN
Wednesday, September 19 from 
noon-1pm
Ladies of all ages, you are invited for lunch 
and an inspirational message from Leslie 
Kent. Invite a co-worker to come with you. 
Suggested donation $5. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

fAthEr-ChiLD CAMPoUt
friday, September 21 at 6pm to  
Saturday, September 22 at 3pm
Calling all dads, grandpas, uncles, and more 
. . . you and your second-to-fifth-grade child 
are invited to camp at Eagle Creek! The cost 
is $10/person ($40 max./family). Details and 
registration at firstdecatur.org/campout. 
Questions? Contact Jonathan at jgrunden@
firstdecatur.org.

MEMBErShiP
Lillian Taylor
Molly Calvert
Lawrence & Katie Petrey
Jason & Laura Paxton
Chad & Erin Clark
Margaret Harley

BAPtiSMS
Lindsay Smith
Ramona Smith

CLuB 305
Club 305 began 12 years ago as a fun and 
nurturing after school program for students 
from Parsons Elementary. Over the years, 
we have seen God do amazing works in 
the lives of students and volunteers. As we 
gear up for our most exciting year yet, we 
invite you to join this life-changing ministry  
— serving kids in our community while 
discovering God’s gifting and calling in our 
own lives. To learn more about Club 305, 
contact Pastor BJ Leonard at bleonard@
firstdecatur.org or Amanda at aelven@ 
firstdecatur.org.


