
InsIght and advIce 
Before crIsIs 
develops
By Wayne Kent  |  wkent@firstdecatur.org

Three men gathered in the conference room of First  
Christian Church evaluating the results of interviews 
and discussions while visiting our congregation. 
They’d learned a lot about our church’s strengths 
and weaknesses. They reviewed staff reports and 
financial data. Nearly 60 people had been in meet-
ings with them. The advisers of First Christian Church 
were in town.
 
Greg Taylor, Michael Ten Eyck, and Roger Storms 
spent two days conducting a check-up of First 
Christian Church’s missional and organizational 
health. They looked at the health of the congregation’s  
ministry engine. They discussed key aspects of a 
report to be issued to the congregation’s leadership 
team within the next few weeks.
 
The FCC Advisers Team was formed more than  
12 years ago with the goal of experienced ministers 
evaluating our church every 12-18 months. The team 
assesses the life and ministry of the church, offering 
outside opinions regarding the congregation’s best 
practices, along with advice for ministry areas that 
might be lacking in effectiveness.
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WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th-12th grade – sunday from 4:30-6pm
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Missed a weekend? No problem! Catch the sermons on the web at firstdecatur.org/sermons. 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts on iTunes or download the 

First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.

By Wayne Kent  |  wkent@firstdecatur.org

The Church and our congregation are called to 
engage culture. We do so because Jesus always 
engaged the culture and those around him. The 
culture of the 1st Century was often opposed to 
Jesus’ methods, ministry, and message. 

The present 21st Century culture is also often  
at odds with Christian principles and lifestyles. 
How can our congregation engage those who 
are opposed to Jesus’ message and ministry?  
We look to Jesus for our example. 

This challenge of caring for those who may not 
understand Christian faith and practice is par-
ticularly found in the ways the Church has been 
presented to those who identify with the LGBTQ+ 
community. Is the Church a place for our friends 
and family members who identify this way? Is 
First Christian Church a welcoming place for 
those who identify this way?

We say “Yes” to all people. All are welcomed.

Here’s why: All people need Jesus, all need 
holiness.

First Christian Church is presenting Posture Shift, 
a two-day intensive seminar, November 15 -16, 
2018. Posture Shift is a biblically sound,  
missiological training course designed to 
enhance the relational care of LGBTQ+ people. 

As we take on this ministry, be mindful that the 
bible clearly shows sexual practice is limited to 
a marriage between one woman and one man. 
First Christian Church is not deviating from this 
biblical mandate nor from our historical under-
standings of human sexuality.

JUDE
NEW three-week message series beginning November 3 & 4

Perhaps you’ve heard about one of the shortest books in the bible. For 
many years, First Christian Church’s worship services concluded with 
this Benediction, taken from Jude:

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— to the 
only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.  
–Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)

Join with others in worship throughout November as we focus on all 
25 verses of Jude – an often over-looked, tiny gem, full of great spiritual 
truths and theology. 

Just because it’s small, doesn’t mean it’s less powerful. 

Wayne Kent, Michael Ten Eyck, Greg Taylor, and Roger Storms
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http://firstdecatur.org/sermons


If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Curtis Evermann
Donald Colyer
Chelsea Kraft

Duck & Betty Thompson
Barb Bartison

Local and National Elections

PlEaSE PRay FoR ThE FolloWINg...

praYer

DoNaTIoNS To FCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
throughout the week, contributing your 
tithes and offerings is an act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, you may give through:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,  
  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MonthlY report

gIVINg gRaND ToTal
Sept 8/9 – $43,690

Sept 15/16 – $46,257
Sept 22/23 – $35,975
Sept 29/30 – $42,068

Oct 6/7 – $51,628

ThRIVE gIVINg
Sept 8/9 – $4,440

Sept 15/16 – $15,910
Sept 22/23 – $12,420
Sept 29/30 – $3.877

Oct 6/7 – $5,434

aTTENDaNCE
Sept 8/9 – 1,227

Sept 15/16 – 1,045
Sept22/23 – 1,133

Sept 29/30 – 1,226
Oct 6/7 – 1,051

UpcoMIng events
yoUNg aDUlT EVENTS
If you’re 18-27(-ish), join us for these fun 
events where you can meet others just like 
you and enjoy FREE FOOD!

	 l HOUSE PARTY: Friday, November 2 
  from 7:30-10:30pm (email Thomas at 
  thagan@firstdecatur.org for location)

 l DINNER: Saturday, November 10 
  after the 5pm worship service in the 
  East Auditorium

 l GAME NIGHT: Saturday, November 17 
  from 7-10pm at Tony and Tina Arseneau’s  
  home (207 West Franklin Street in  
  Cerro Gordo, IL)

MEN’S BREaKFaST & SERVE Day
Saturday, November 3 from 7-10am
Men, let’s start the morning with a hearty 
breakfast before working on special projects  
around the church property. All tools provided.  
Sign up at firstdecatur.org/men. Questions?  
Contact Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

BaBy DEDICaTIoN
Saturday, November 3 from 10am-noon
This celebration is a wonderful event for fami-
lies with children birth to age two. Pray for 
these families as they commit to raising their 
child to know and follow Jesus. Questions? 
Contact Brandy at bray@firstdecatur.org.

FIRST STEPS
Saturday, November 10 at 6:15pm or 
Sunday, November 11 at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps 
is the perfect place to make connections. 
Discover our mission and the “why” and 
“how” we grow and serve together. This 
20-minute gathering takes place in Room 
100. Questions? Contact Jonathan at  
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

PoSTURE ShIFT
November 15-16
One of the greatest challenges facing the 
church today is how to engage, welcome, 
and share Christ with LGBT+ persons. Posture  
Shift is a two-day intensive where you’ll learn 
biblically sound, effective LGBT+ outreach, 
care, and relational skills. Cost is $140 (lunch 
included both days). Details and registration  
at firstdecatur.org/postureshift. Questions?  
Contact Mitchell at myaksh@firstdecatur.org.

posture shift
continued from front page

At the same time, we are striving to follow 
Jesus’ example: talk to all people without 
creating barriers to Jesus’ good news. All 
fall short. All have sinned. All can be for-
given. All can receive grace. All can choose 
a holy lifestyle.

Posture Shift will help you learn to speak to 
your family members and friends who may 
not otherwise show an interest in Jesus’ 
message because of how some Christians 
have displayed hatred to those within the 
LGBTQ+ community. We will learn to love  
all while maintaining biblical principles and 
historic orthodoxy regarding sexuality.
 
We hope you join us for this important  
seminar. Register today at firstdecatur.
org/postureshift.

thrIve Update
By Lori Putnam  |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

In May 2018, First Christian Church kicked off an 18-month vision campaign, THRIVE. The two 
goals of THRIVE were to:

 1. Generously give the first 10% of received funds to strategically resource other 
  churches through Disciple Heritage Fellowship (DHF)

 2. Eliminate our remaining $1.9 million debt. 

Much progress has been made in THRIVE since May. We were contacted by a DHF church 
soon after THRIVE began. They were seeking help to bring new ministry to their congregation 
to impact their community. We began to provide preaching and helping them think about 
new models of ministry. Funds provided by generous gifts to THRIVE were used to purchase 
equipment to allow them to stream sermons from our auditorium to theirs. We continue to  
provide leadership development so this DHF congregation can move past surviving and  
actually THRIVE in their community.

FCC entered the THRIVE campaign with $1.9 million indebtedness. When debt exists, it is 
more difficult to expand existing ministries or begin new ones. Our congregation would be 
free to THRIVE without the restraint of indebtedness. Gifts to THRIVE to date are in the amount 
of $420,000 with a total pledged of $620,000. The amount of our total indebtedness is  
currently $1.7 million. Wow!

Thank you for stepping out in faith to give to THRIVE. Your generosity has already impacted 
our congregation as well as others in the DHF network. God is demonstrating His faithfulness 
as we give in obedience to Him. Gifts are multiplied for the benefit of other congregations in 
addition to ours. We THRIVE and assist others in moving past surviving.

THRIVE has taught us when we trust God with our finances, He is faithful. If you would like  
to step into giving through THRIVE through either a one-time or recurring gift, simply go to 
firstdecatur.org/give. You may also submit your gift in a THRIVE envelope located in either 
auditorium during weekend services.

We believe that God is calling us to reach more for His kingdom and His glory and to higher 
generosity – whether that is giving for the first time in a consistent manner, establishing a  
standard tithe of 10%, or even with a gift of sacrifice above and beyond normal giving of 10%.

Thank you for your participation in THRIVE. We look forward to hearing stories from you as 
well as the congregations we bless throughout the months of the THRIVE campaign.

parsons shoe 
Box proJect
By Amanda Elven  |  aelven@firstdecatur.org

For well over a decade now, First Christian has 
partnered with Parsons Elementary to care for 
students and staff members. Our partnership 
grows out of our commitment to love God by 
loving our neighbors. Every December, our 
congregation gives a Christmas gift to every 
student at Parsons Elementary. It is such a 
delight to watch as students open boxes 
filled with special gifts chosen just for them. 
Classrooms are flooded with wrapping paper 
and students exclaim with joy as they pull out 
crayons, toy dinosaurs, stickers, dolls, and 
other goodies along with a t-shirt and a book. 
These gifts bring joy to the students, com-
municate to staff members that we support 
them in their work, and are an opportunity for 
us to give generously to our neighbors as an 
expression of God’s love for us.

Beginning the weekend of November 10th 
and 11th, gift tags will be available in the 
lobby. There are more than 300 students at 
Parsons Elementary, and we want to continue 
our practice of joining together as a church to 
give a gift to every student. Please consider 
taking a tag this year and providing a gift for a 
child at Parsons. We would also love for you 
to join us the morning of Saturday, December 
1st as we wrap all of the gifts and prepare them 
for delivery. The Parsons Christmas Project is a 
wonderful opportunity for our whole church to 
come together and love our neighbors.

Here is how you can join us this year:
 l Take an ornament and fill a shoebox 
  with goodies, along with $7 to purchase 
  a t-shirt and a book

 l Join us on Saturday, December 1st at 
  10am-noon to wrap gifts.

WelcoMe nIc MaYBerrY
By Heather Vance  |  hvance@firstdecatur.org

We are so excited to introduce our new High School Ministry Director, 
Nic Mayberry! Nic is a Decatur native and a former Student Life small 
group leader. He loves to play drums, basketball, watch all Chicago pro 
sports teams, and hang out with students. Nic moved here from Indiana 
where he served as the Next Generation Director. He has also served in 
Arizona as well as in a church plant on the East Coast. Nic brings with him a love of student 
ministry and a desire to serve our community. We are excited to have Nic join our team and 
look forward to how God will use him to serve the students of FCC.

The team also brings the awareness that 
crisis can develop in congregational life. The 
death of a key leader may occur, organiza-
tional or staff struggles can develop, and 
financial and business decisions can invite 
chaos and struggle into a church’s life. The 
team looks for any beginning signs of these 
types of crisis. Their assessment is then 
compiled in a written report for the church’s 
leaders.
 
Greg Taylor and Michael Ten Eyck have 
served on the team in the past. Roger Storms  
is a recent addition to the listening and 
advising group.
 
It is anticipated that any suggestions or  
corrections will become part of the congre-
gation’s life in the months to come. We are 
thankful for the wisdom the Advisers bring 
to our church.

Before crisis develops
continued from front page

Amanda Elven and her kids making deliveries at 
Parsons Elementary in December 2017
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