
HigHligHts from 
state of tHe 
CHurCH
Pastor Wayne Kent recently presented his annual 
“State of the Church” sermon to the First Christian 
Church congregation. This sermon summarizes the 
ministry accomplishments of the previous year, while 
highlighting expectations for the coming months.

Pastor Wayne began by acknowledging places of 
great ministry results.

For example, the church continues to impact the  
lives of people in ill health. The Chaplaincy Ministry  
of FCC is solely responsible for all chaplaincy 
services at both Decatur Memorial Hospital and 
Crossing Healthcare. This is a contractual ministry 
program established between the health-providing 
organizations and the congregation. 

The church invests considerable funds in the  
ministry, with 16 employed and volunteer chaplains 
providing 24/7 coverage for all patients and  
employees. The chaplains of FCC met with about 
22,000 patients and family members in 2017 to offer 
prayer and counseling support. 

Pastor Wayne also outlined two new ministry initia-
tives being added in 2018.

FCC employee Mitchell Yaksh is leading a new min-
istry that focuses on care and help to those in the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
community. Pastor Wayne emphasized that this 
ministry requires great sensitivity. The congregation  
has charged Mitchell with the responsibility of  
reaching into the lives of those in this community, 
while maintaining a biblical viewpoint of sexuality 
and marriage. 

Beginning in January 2018, FCC assumed the 
leadership of Disciple Heritage Fellowship 
(DHF). There are more than 80 DHF congregations 
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WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th–12th grade – sunday from 4:30 – 6pm

#fCCteCH
By Fred Saurmann  |  fsaurmann@firstdecatur.org

Imagine what church would be like if we didn’t 
have lights that came on at just the right moment, 
or if Pastor Wayne couldn’t use a microphone 
when he taught. By the end of every message, 
he’d be hoarse from yelling — and we wouldn’t 
even be able to worship in the East Auditorium! 

That’s why our technical ministryis vital to the 
church. This ministry’s goal is to create spaces and 
experiences that help the Word of God be seen 
and heard. Everything we do ensures that the 
good news of Jesus is clearly communicated in 
every worship experience and gathering.

We recently completed a major lighting system 
overhaul in the West Auditorium. Our team has 
received positive feedback about how great 
things look in the room, on video in the East 
Auditorium, and on the sermons on the web.

It takes a big team of volunteers every week to 
make these experiences possible and to staff the 
West Auditorium, East Auditorium, FirstKids, and 
StudentLife. Long hours behind the scenes ensure 
that audio, video, and lights all come together at 
the right moments.

tyler Bethard is starting out his son early
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The Religious leaders misunderstood him, 
the crowds misunderstood him, even Jesus’ closest 

followers and own family misunderstood him.

This Easter season, we look to the Book of Mark 
to better understand who is this Jesus 

that we might become more fully devoted 
followers of the true Jesus in Scripture.

Participate in weekly readings and 
audio devotions at 

firstdecatur.org/misunderstood.

WATCH SERMONS ON THE WEB
Missed a weekend? No problem! Catch the sermons on the 
web at firstdecatur.org/sermons. You can also subscribe to 
our podcasts on iTunes or download the First Christian Church 
app for Apple or Android devices.



maintenanCe 
assistanCe
By Tim Revis  |  trevis@firstdecatur.org

When you encounter things around 
the house that you simply can’t fix, 
“who you gonna call?” 

No, not Ghostbusters! How about  
a call instead to Ten+Men? These 
volunteers provide assistance and  
a helping hand to seniors, widows,  
single parents, and others with 
unique situations. 

If you have repair or maintenance work that can be knocked out by a couple of guys in two  
to three hours (or less), submit a work request at firstdecatur.org/fix or contact me at 
217.875.3350 or trevis@firstdecatur.org.

If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.
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Curtis Everman
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Michelle Lockwood
Patty Kelly

Decatur’s unemployed

PLEASE PRAy FOR THE FOLLOWING...

PraYer

DONATIONS TO 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:

 •  A giving kiosk located in the lobby near 
  the Welcome Center; 

 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text to 2176264006 with the dollar 
  amount in the body of the text.

Thank you so much for your support!

uPComing eVents ATTENDANCE
Jan 6/7 – 1,034

Jan 13/14 – 1,086
Jan 20/21 – 1,127
Jan 27/28 – 1,153

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
montHlY rePort

state of the Church
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yOUNG ADULT EVENTS
If you’re 18-27(-ish), join us for these fun 
events where you can meet others just like 
you and eat FREE FOOD! Questions? Contact 
Thomas at thagan@firstdecatur.org.

 • HOUSE PARTY: Friday, March 2, from 
  7-10pm at the Tewell’s house (email 
  Thomas for the address)

 • DINNER: Saturday, March 24, after the 
  5pm worship service in Mosaic Café

yOUTH CHOIR BEGINS
Sunday, March 3, from 10:30-10:50am
The Arts Academy invites students K-12th 
grade who enjoy singing to be part of the 
Youth Choir. Practice will be from 10:30-
10:50am on Sundays from March 4 to April 
22. The Youth Choir will perform March 30, 
April 1, April 21, and April 29. Register at  
firstdecatur.org/artsacademy. Questions? 
Contact Andrea Grunden at agrunden@ 
firstdecatur.org.

FIRST STEPS
March 10 and 11
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps  
is the perfect place to make connections  
with other people just like you! Discover our  
mission and the “why” and “how” we grow 
and serve together. This 20-minute gathering  
meets in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

MOSAIC CAFÉ DAyLIGHT 
SAVINGS SPECIAL
Sunday, March 11
Wake up FCC! Daylight savings time officially 
begins Sunday, March 11. You may need a 
little boost after losing an hour of sleep, so 
Mosaic Café will add a free single shot of 
delicious espresso to any coffee drink. Don’t 
forget to set your clocks forward an hour — 
and then wake up and smell the coffee!

ST. PATRICK’S DAy CONCERT
Friday, March 16, from 7-8:30pm
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with live Celtic music  
and yummy treats at Mosaic Café. Everyone’s  
invited, and friends are welcome. Questions? 
Contact Thomas at thagan@firstdecatur.org.

NLPC BABy BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
New Life Pregnancy Center has offered 
compassionate support to women facing 
unplanned pregnancies since 1986. Pick up a 
baby bottle from the Welcome Center and fill 
it with change to help support the ministry of 
NLPC. Return to FCC by Sunday, March 18.

serVing togetHer in our CommunitY
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

“do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” 

– 1 timothy 6:18

As we look at Paul’s instruction, we find there is no age or skill-level requirement for such sacrifice 
and work — only the instruction to do it.

There are many ways to get involved in the ministries of First Christian Church, such as  FirstKids, 
the Tech Team, or Hospitality. But there are also many opportunities to serve in our community. 
Here are several ministries that First Christian Church partners with in serving the people of our 
community.

 • New Life Pregnancy Center (NLPC) provides a safe and non-judgmental environment 
  for women and men who are expecting or facing the challenges of parenting. They value 
  each life, whether born or unborn, and serve people through classes (childcare provided), 
  mentoring, and assistance. To get involved in this vital ministry, contact NLPC at 
  217.872.5556.

 • Good Samaritan Inn began as a community-supported soup kitchen, but has grown to 
  include job skills training, land development, and community investment. First Christian 
  Church partners with the Good Samaritan Inn to provide two hot meals a month. To get 
  involved with meal preparation or service, contact Macky Spurlock at 217.855.0068 or 
  bigpsur@comcast.net.

 • Northeast Community Fund (NECF) provides tangible resources for needy families in  
  our community in a manner that is caring and Christ-like. Serving opportunities including 
  sorting and preparing food items, household goods, and clothing. For more information, 
  call 217.429.5846.

Each ministry provides opportunities to focus on serving by meeting relevant needs in the lives of 
others. Regardless of age or skill level, you can be part of God’s work in our community by “loving 
your neighbor as yourself.” God has uniquely gifted and called each of us to serve in the work of 
His Kingdom. May we use our God-given resources, skills, and experiences for His glory.

HurriCane HarVeY relief
By Wayne Kent  |  wkent@firstdecatur.org

First Christian Church sent $25,500 in relief funds to Houston-area victims of Hurricane Harvey. 
MercyWorks was the local organization that put the funds to work on our behalf. Following is an 
excerpt from the letter written by Debbie D. Lascelles, Director of MercyWorks:

“as it has been very cold so often this winter, i am thankful for people like you who are 
unselfish and who care for others, and for people who are helped and made warm 
because of your giving.

“this is happening as i write: We currently have four teams helping rebuild in houston. 
as you may have read in our year-end newsletter, we had a young general contractor 
and his family move to houston to help oversee the rebuilding. his skills and knowl-
edge have given us greater capacity for facilitating teams. We thank god for this provi-
sion! many people are still not able to live in their houses, so please pray for those who 
haven’t been able to return home yet.”

Thank you, First Christian Church, for being people of generosity!

fiBer arts 
mission
By Andrea Grunden  |  agrunden@firstdecatur.org

Over the last five years, the Arts Academy at 
FCC has provided opportunities for students 
to learn various artistic disciplines with the 
goal of preparing the next generation of artists 
and worship leaders in the church.

The Arts Academy is excited to offer adults the 
opportunity to be part of this great program 
by partnering with FCC Fiber Arts Mission (for-
merly Knit-a-Square). FCC Fiber Arts Mission 
meets the first and third Thursdays of the 
month from 5:30-6:30pm. This group  
provides knit, crocheted, and quilted projects 
for local and global ministries. If you are  
interested in learning these skills, please join 
us. We provide supplies and instruction.

Be on the lookout for other Adult Arts Academy  
opportunities coming this summer!

across the United States and Canada. These 
churches will now look to FCC for leadership 
in programming, pastoral matters, and mission. 
Pastor Wayne and the staff will become the 
extended staff teams of these churches,  
offering resources and help for the needs  
they face. 

2017 was a wonderful year of ministry in the 
life of First Christian Church. We look forward 
with anticipation to what God will do through 
our congregation’s ministries in 2018.

#fcctech
continued from front page

Our team loves to teach people who are 
interested in technology about working with 
various audio, video, and lighting systems. 
A technical background isn’t required; there 
are many opportunities to jump in and start 
serving. If the tech team volunteer opportu-
nity appeals to you, I’d love to chat over 
coffee. Contact me at fsaurmann@ 
firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350. 

MEN’S RETREAT  /  March 23-24 at Camp Warren
We are so excited for the 18th annual Men’s Retreat. OK — it’s actually the second annual, but 18th  
makes it sound much more official. Men ages 16 and up are invited to join us for an awesome 
overnight retreat on the balmy shores of Camp Warren in Decatur. Connect with other men and 
discuss topics important to a man’s growth and development. We’ll also have paintball, fishing, 
ziplining, great food, and games led by none other than Dwayne Lumberjackson. The retreat begins 
Friday at 7pm and concludes Saturday at 3pm. Cost is $50, which includes lodging, meals, and 
activities. Register by Tuesday, March 20 at firstdecatur.org/men.


