
Lessons 
From The 
BLock
By BJ Leonard  
bleonard@firstdecatur.org

Over the last two years, my family and I have come  
to love our neighborhood, the Block. It is our home, 
and we’ve developed great friendships with several  
of our neighbors. We have a support system of people 
who care about our family, and we come together to 
help one another. Conversations on the front porch or 
across the back fence are meaningful. These friend-
ships have taken time and margin, but we have been 
blessed through them.

Along the way, we have learned several lessons:

1.  People desire authentic friendships. This is a 
 great reminder of the importance of getting to 
 know people on a personal level. Although we’ve 
 hosted block parties and other events, we’ve also 
 learned that people want something deeper. 
 Programs and events serve to open the door to 
 friendships, and these friendships are where 
 important conversations and ministry occur.

2.  Trust takes time to build, but it affords great 
 opportunities. Many of the chances we’ve had to 
 walk through life with people would not have 
 happened without a foundation of trust. This trust 
 deepened over the course of multiple conversations, 
 visits, and shared meals. There are no shortcuts, 
 but the resulting trust is worth it.

3.  God is at work. From the beginning, we prayed 
 that God would open doors for us to connect with 
 people. God did so in unexpected ways at times; 
 but we sought to be faithful, and God was faithful. 
 We are thankful for the opportunity to join Him in 
 His work, and we have experienced great joy along 
 the way.

You don’t have to live in The Block to join God in His 
work. God has gifted and placed each of us uniquely 
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WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th–12th Grade – sunday from 4:30 – 6pm

Thrive vision 
campaiGn
By Lori Putnam  |  lputnum@firstdecatur.org

First Christian Church recently kicked off THRIVE, 
an 18-month vision campaign with two goals:  
1) to generously give the first 10% to strategically  
resource other churches through Disciple 
Heritage Fellowship (DHF) and; 2) to eliminate our 
remaining $1.9 million debt.

Giving 10% to lead other churches through the 
work of DHF exercises the biblical practice of  
tithing. The 10% we give will help over 70 churches  
around the country with leadership development, 
mission, and vision clarification. We want other 
churches to move beyond simply surviving and 
actually THRIVE where they are.

In our last vision campaign, our gifts reduced debt 
from $2.7 to $1.9 million. THRIVE will allow us to 
retire our building debt and to fund existing and 
new ministry endeavors. Our congregation  
would be free to THRIVE without the restraint  
of indebtedness.

We look forward to experiencing how these 
gifts to THRIVE will impact other congregations 
through DHF, as well as how freedom from debt 
will impact our congregation’s ministries. God will 
prove that when we trust Him with our finances, 
He is faithful.

To set up a one time and/or recurring gift to 
THRIVE online, go to firstdecatur.org/give.  
Gifts to THRIVE may also be received in weekend 
service offering or the church office as well as 
mailed. Thank you!

continued on next page  u

NEW five-week message series beginning May 25/27

People are supposed to mature in wisdom as they age. More 
birthdays in the rear view mirror equates to more wisdom.

However, perhaps there is wisdom available to all not depen-
dent upon how many times you’ve circled the sun in a 365-day 
loop. Perhaps being wise is not based on your age, but your life 
perspective and approach. 

Come seek wisdom at First Christian Church as we discover 
TIMELESS truths of scripture for people of any age.

WATCH SERMONS ON THE WEB
Missed a weekend? No problem! Catch the sermons on the web at firstdeca-
tur.org/sermons. You can also subscribe to our podcasts on iTunes or down-
load the First Christian Church app for Apple or Android devices.



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Al & Liz Rettke
Emily Short
Zach Berry

Curtis Evermann
Curtis & Juanita Wilson

Decatur’s Jobless
Deployed U.S. Military 
Local Police Officers

PlEASE PRAy fOR THE fOllOWiNG...

praYer

DONATiONS TO fCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. 
  You’ll receive a link to securely make 
  your gift.

Thank you so much for your support!

UpcominG evenTs

ATTENDANCE
Mar 31/Apr 1 – 2,136

Apr 7/8 – 1,168
Apr 14/15 – 1,322
Apr 21/22 – 1,153
Apr 28/29 – 1,208

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
monThLY reporT

BABy DEDiCATiON CElEBRATiON
Saturday, June 2, at 10am
Baby Dedication Celebration is a wonderful 
event where parents dedicate themselves to 
raising their child (birth to age two) to know 
and follow Jesus. Please keep these families 
in your prayers.

SUMMER WOMENS’S BiBlE STUDy
Wednesday, June 6, from 9:30-11am
Ladies, join us for a four-week bible study 
entitled taking responsibility for your life: 
Because nobody else Will by Andy Stanley. 
You’ll learn how to take responsibility for your 
own life and stop blaming circumstances 
or other people. Session titles are: let the 
Blames Begin; the disproportionate life;  
this is no time to pray; and embracing  
your response ability. Childcare available  
for infants through fifth grade. Register at 
firstdecatur.org/women.

TEN+MEN SERVE DAy
Saturday, June 9 at 8am
Men, let our powers combine so that together,  
we can make a difference and help those in 
need with basic handyman projects. We’ll 
gather at the church at 8am for donuts and 
coffee and disperse into groups, spending 
the rest of the morning knocking out various 
projects together. Questions? Contact Tim  
at trevis@firstdecatur.org. 

(note: if you are a senior, widow, single  
parent, or other person with a unique need, 
you can submit a ten+men project request  
at firstdecatur.org/fixit or 217.875.3350.)

CUBA MiSSiON TRiP
June 9-15
Please be in prayer for our high school  
students and adult volunteers who will be 
going on a mission trip to Cuba. They will  
lead VBS for children from Matanzas,  
complete work projects, and experience  
what it means to be a Christ follower in Cuba.

CiNCiNNATi MiSSiON TRiP
June 18-22
Please be in prayer for our middle and high 
school students and adult volunteers who  
will be going on a mission trip to Cincinnati. 
They will complete work projects around  
the community of Cincinnati in partnership  
with Matthew 25 Ministries, Masters Provisions,  
Cincinnati Park District, and Bloc Ministries. 
They will also host an evening block party for 
families in the community in partnership with 
Bloc Ministries’ after school program.

fCC fiBER ARTS MiSSiON’S 
SUMMER SCHEDUlE
Thursdays, June 21, July 19, & August 16  
from 5:30-7:30pm
Let’s get together to knit, crochet, and sew  
for local and global ministries! If you are  
interested in participating but don’t know 
how to knit, crochet, or sew, instructors from 
the Arts Academy will be available to teach 
adult beginners. Questions? Contact Andrea 
at agrunden@firstdecatur.org.

fiRST STEPS
Saturday, July 14 at 6:15pm OR 
Sunday, July 15 at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps  
is the perfect place to make connections  
with other people just like you. Discover our 
mission and the “why” and “how” we grow 
and serve together. This 20-minute gathering  
meets in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

BAPTiSMS
Alyssa Hanson
Isabelle St Arnold
Lanae Hanley
Kelli Hanley

serve ToGeTher ceLeBraTion
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

Our third annual Serve Together Celebration, held Wednesday, May 9, was an amazing  
evening that celebrated the nearly 800 people who serve on behalf of First Christian Church 
in over 1,500 volunteer positions in our church, community, and around the world. The event 

included great food and a program featuring Josh Koskinen as 
host of our version of the Tonight Show. Following the program, 
we gathered in the East Auditorium for s’mores, Del’s popcorn, 
and karaoke performances by several staff members and  
volunteers. We are so grateful for our many volunteers. If you  
are not currently involved in a Serve Together group, we’d love 
to help you connect. Contact Pastor Jonathan at jgrunden@ 
firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350 to begin serving.

GiViNG GRAND TOTAl
Mar 31/ Apr 1 – $46,116

Apr 7/8 – $57,773
Apr 14/15 – $56,403
Apr 21/22 – $79,483
Apr 28/29 – $44,219
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Join The hospiTaLiTY Team!
By Morgan Arseneau  |  marseneau@firstdecatur.org

The definition of biblical hospitality is “love of strangers.” In fact, hospitality was equated with 
justice, and was a vehicle for spreading the Gospel. It didn’t matter who you were, where 
you came from, or how much money you had: You were loved, and you were welcomed. 

This is the type of culture we strive to cultivate with the Hospitality Team. We want to 
embrace a “love of strangers” mindset, because every single person is created in the image 
of God. We want to be a congregation that conveys that value to everyone – whether they 
know it or not. We are all created in the image of God; we all belong.

The heart of the Hospitality Team is caring for people. Through caring for guests, we show 
the love of Christ by making them feel welcome. In addition to making guests feel valued,  
it’s a great way to meet new people and to serve with your family

We would love to have you join the Hospitality Team! Our “new year” kicks off in July, and 
we have three identical training events scheduled for June 19th, 20th, and 26th at 6pm in 
Mosaic Café. With flexible scheduling, the Hospitality Team is an opportunity for those with 
busy schedules to serve. To get involved, contact Morgan Arseneau at marseneau@firstde-
catur.org or 217.875.3350.

Josh’s BiG neWs
By Josh Koskinen  |  jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org

The past six years working at First Christian 
have been among the best of my life. The 
experience this church provided gave me 
the opportunity to grow as a leader and  
pastor in ministry. The church took a chance 
on a 21- year-old kid with little experience 
and trusted me to serve in a leadership role.  
Not only was I able to grow as a ministry 
leader, but this is a place where my family 
grew as well. We have built relationships  
with friends here that will last forever.

I write this letter to thank you for your invest-
ment in me and to share the news that I have 
accepted a position as Campus Pastor at 
Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, Wisconsin. 
We will transition to that role in August. While 
my family is excited for the upcoming move, 
which we believe God has led us to, we are 
also sad to see this part of our journey come 
to an end. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 
We have been blessed to have you in 
our lives.  

Sincerely,
Josh Koskinen

to be a presence for Him to those around us. God has 
intentionally placed you where you are living right  
now and ordained you (set you apart) for the specific 
purpose of blessing and reaching your neighbors.

Be a presence in your neighborhood. Pray for the  
people around you and get to know your neighbors.  
Take the time and effort necessary to invest in others 
and build trust. Have courage to talk about the deep 
things of life and have faith when God opens doors. 

Make a commitment this summer and the years 
ahead to love where you are.

BlOCK 
PARTy

friday, June 29, 
from 5:30-7pm

Join us for a Block Party at 1520 
N. Union Street, where we’ll have 
games and food. It’s a great 
opportunity to meet and get to 
know our wonderful neighbors 
in The Block. 

Questions? Contact BJ 
at bleonard@firstdecatur.org.
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