
Parsons Christmas 
ProjeCt
By BJ Leonard  |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

This Christmas season, the families of FCC were the tangible 
touch of Jesus Christ in the lives of children and families in 
our community. We did this through providing shoeboxes 
filled with a book, t-shirt, and gifts for every student at Parsons 
Elementary.

Volunteers from FCC delivered 
the shoeboxes to Parsons’  
students and were delighted  
at the students’ excitement 
when piles of wrapped gifts 
came into each classroom.  
But what was even more 
meaningful was hearing the 
teachers explain that the gifts 
were from the people of First 
Christian Church. “This is the nicest thing anyone has ever 
done for me,” said one girl. “Please tell your whole church 
thank you.”

“It has always been a huge blessing that our church has adopt-
ed the school where I work,” said Courtney, one of our church 
volunteers and a Parsons Elementary teacher. “Every year 
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WEEKENDS
Worship services – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – saturday at 5pm and sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th–12th Grade – sunday from 4:30 – 6pm

annuaL state 
of the ChurCh 
sermon
Worship Services January 20/21

In worship services the weekend of 
January 20-21, Pastor Wayne will 
deliver the annual State of the Church 
sermon. The message’s purpose is 
to share highlights from the previous 
twelve months and to offer a glimpse 
of what’s coming in the new year. It 
is important to celebrate what God 
has done through us at First Christian 
Church before we turn our attention to 
what’s ahead for our congregation.

Here’s a sneak peek of what you can 
expect in the State of the Church 2018 
message:

 • Learn how First Christian 
  Church will IMPACT hundreds 
  of other congregations around 
  the country in 2018;

 • Find out about a brand new 
  MISSION endeavor for us to 
  embark upon together;

 • Discover how we’ll be 
  RELEASED to pursue additional
  ministry opportunities.

This annual sermon is always a high-
light, so plan now to attend Saturday, 
January 20, at 5pm, or Sunday,  
January 21, at 9:15 or 11am. Together, 
we’ll celebrate what God has accom-
plished through us at First Christian 
Church in 2017, and be encouraged  
by how the Holy Spirit is moving our 
congregation in 2018.

“ This is the nicest 
 thing anyone has 
 ever done for me. 
 Please tell your 
 whole church thank 
 you.”  – parsons student



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Gene Hullinger
Patty Kelley

Rhianon Robinson
Jim Hienz

Emily Short

PLEASE PrAY For thE FoLLoWiNg...

PraYer

DoNAtioNS to 
FirSt ChriStiAN ChUrCh
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:

 •  A giving kiosk located in the lobby near 
  the Welcome Center; 

 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring 
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text to 2176264006 with the dollar 
  amount in the body of the text.

Thank you so much for your support!

uPCominG eVents

giViNg grAND totAL
Nov 11/12 – $44,366
Nov 18/19 – $40,775
Nov 25/26 – $31,551

AttENDANCE
Nov 11/12 – 1,111
Nov 18/19 – 1,179
Nov 25/26 – 1,162

Dec 2/3 – 1,172

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
monthLY rePort

Parsons Christmas
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DECAtUr ArEA SPECiAL BLESSiNgS
tuesday, January 2, at 6pm
Families of those with special needs are  
invited to join us the first Tuesday of each 
month. Our gatherings include a variety of  
formats: Q&A; resource and informational 
topics; guest speakers; and social events. 
Childcare is provided for all ages. For more 
information, contact Mary and Jodi at  
decaturareaspecialblessings@gmail.com.

CrEAtiVE CoNNECtioNS 
tuesday, January 9, at 10am
Join us as we make blankets for those 
who are in the hospital and at Crossing 
Healthcare. We meet on the main floor in 
the Pre K area. For more info, contact Gloria 
Vaughn at oleglo1942@gmail.com.

ArtS ACADEMY SPriNg  
CLASSES BEgiN
thursday, January 11, from 5:30-6:30pm
Registration is open for a limited number of 
free arts classes for kids. If you have a student 
that would like to be involved or if you would 
like to assist one of our dedicated instructors, 
contact Andrea at agrunden@firstdecatur.org.

FirSt StEPS
Weekend of January 13 & 14
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps 
is the perfect place to make connections with 
other people just like you! Discover our mis-
sion and the “why” and “how” we grow and 
serve together. This 20-minute gathering  
meets in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

SKAtE PArtY
Monday, January 15
We’re having a skate party at George’s Skate 
Center on MLK Day! Cost is $7/person. 
FirstKids Elementary (K-5th grade) will skate 
from 9:30-11:30am, and Student Life (6th-
12th grade) will skate from noon-2pm. Invite 
friends to join you! Questions? Contact Josh 
at jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org.

WiNtEr WoMEN’S LUNChEoN
Wednesday, January 31 from noon-1pm
Ladies, you’re invited to a luncheon featuring  
Leslie Kent as our speaker. Suggested  
donation of $5. Register by January 29 at  
firstdecatur.org/women. Questions? 
Contact the church office at 217.875.3350.

StUDENt LiFE WiNtEr rEtrEAt
February 2-4 at Camp Warren
6th-12th grade students are invited to our 
annual winter retreat at Camp Warren in 
Decatur. The cost is $80/student. Details 
and registration at firstdecatur.org/winter-
retreat. Questions? Contact Pastor Josh at 
jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org.

SAY “ChEESE!”
Occasionally, photographers will capture 
moments from First Christian Church ser-
vices and special events. If you would like to 
request that you or your child’s photo not be 
used in print materials or online, please email  
Crystal at ckirkman@firstdecatur.org.

AttENtioN ADM EMPLoYEES
The Arts Academy and Club 305, ministries 
of First Christian Church, are approved for 
matching grant opportunities for all ADM 
employees. Funds donated to First Christian 
Church by ADM employees and designated 
to these specific ministries will be matched 
by the company, dollar-for-dollar. ADM 
employees are encouraged to consider 
this tremendous benefit for both their own 
giving plans and the church’s overall min-
istryimpact. For more information, contact 
Dan Steffeny at dsteffeny@firstdecatur.org 
or 217.875.3350. The church appreciates 
ADM’s generosity to the community at large 
and to our work specifically.

BAPtiSMS
Benjamin Doty
Emily Short
Kamille Stanley

MEMoriALS
Charlie Michels

the members adopt all of our students, and they receive 
a Parsons/FCC t-shirt, book, and a box filled with goodies. 
The excitement on the students’ faces when they open 
the boxes is pure childhood joy. One of my favorite church 
events is the Parsons wrapping day. We organize, finish 
packing, wrap, label, and pray over these boxes. It is so 
cool to see this project from all aspects — teacher, church 
member, and Mom. This year was even better because my 
daughter got to go with me. She helped decorate the boxes 
and even made a few new friends.”

These shoeboxes were more than simply Christmas gifts. 
They were an expression of generosity and care, given in 
Christ’s name. thank You to everyone who contributed to 
this project through giving, wrapping, sorting, donating, and 
delivering. Because of your generosity, we were blessed to 
show kindness in Christ’s name this Christmas season.

equiP YourseLf  
in 2018
By Jonathan Grunden |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

A new year represents a great opportunity  
to take that next step in your faith journey,  
and participating in a six-week, Wednesday 
evening Equip class is a powerful way to  
move forward. 

Our winter  
session, which  
begins 
Wednesday, 
February 7, 
from 6:30 to 
8pm, offers a 
variety of classes for everyone in our church 
and community, even if you are already in a 
Sunday School Class or Small Group. While 
these opportunities focus on ongoing  
development with a group of people over  
time, Equip classes create space to focus  
on a specific topic for a few weeks. 

Equip classes offer meaningful opportunities  
to grow in your faith, while also getting to  
know other people in our church. Look for a  
list of class offerings in mid-January. 

There is also programming available for  
children — infants through 12th grade —  
so please feel free to bring your children  
or grandchildren. We look forward to seeing 
you there!

Begins Wednesday, 
February 7

from 6:30-8pm

congrats to the winners of our staff ugly christmas  
sweater contest! 1st prize: mitchell yaksh, 2nd prize:  
Josh Koskinen, 3rd prize: Janie Kane

the ladies’ “preparing your hearts and homes for 
christmas” event on december 8th was a hit!  
thank you to all the craft makers and decorators!!!


