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Parenting teenagers today can be a joy but also overwhelming. Our students face a lot of challenges. They 
are trying to figure out who they are and where they belong in a world that throws a lot of ideas at them of 
what that should look like. Add social media to that mix, and it’s a whole different ball game. (Can I just say I’m 
glad I didn’t grow up with social media :) )

As much as they may not show it and you may not feel it, your students need you, their parents, to help them 
navigate these growing years. Here are some things that you can do for your student:

  Remind them to whom they belong - to God and to your family. They are so loved by Him
      and you. 

  Be present in their lives even if they don’t want you to be. Be intentional about being with them. Be a part
   of their world and their social media world. Know what they are posting and experiencing. 

  Be consistent in everything that really matters. 

  Give grace. They will make mistakes and so will you. Be willing to forgive them and to ask for their
   forgiveness. 

  Make faith and God’s Word a part of your family rhythm. 

   Pray for them and with them.

  Remember God meant for you to be their parent. Your student needs you. Allow God to lead and guide
   you as you lead and guide them.

We are thankful to partner with you in your student’s faith journey. We are praying for you and your students.
Blessings,  

Date Night
Friday, February 16 
from 5:30-8:30pm
TThis is a fundraiser for both mission trips - 
Cincinnati and Cuba. Students and parents are 
needed to help care for birth-5th grade children. 
We will provide a fun night of dinner and 
activities. Questions? Contact Heather at 
hvance@firstdecatur.org.

March Madness
BeBe prepared for a fun, crazy month in March. You 
won't want to miss it!

Cincinnati Mission Trip
June 18-22, 2018
Open to Middle School & High School students! 
Our trip this year will be June 18-22. Parents, if you 
are interested in going, contact Pastor Josh at 
jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org.

Cuba Mission Cuba Mission Trip
Date Change: June 9-15, 2018
JoinJoin us for our summer mission trip to Cuba! It will 
be an experience that will shape the way you see 
yourself and the world. This trip is open to anyone 
in the church who is going into High School in the 
fall of 2018 through adults. Register at 
firstdecatur.org/cuba or contact Josh for more 
info at jkoskinen@firstdecatur.org.

Heather Vance  |  Middle School Director  |  hvance@firstdecatur.org



How To Be Awesome
A 3-WEEK SERIES ON WISDOM

MEETS SUNDAYS FROM 4:30-6PM

We all want to be awesome in life. For some of us, being awesome means getting 
famous, making money, or having power. God’s version of living an awesome life, 
though, is a little different. With God, an awesome life is a life of wisdom. In this 
3-week series, we'll help teenagers discover that the secret to living an awesome 
life is making wise choices. It’s about choosing the narrow road, following God’s 
lead, and surrounding ourselves with wise people.

February 4  /  No Student Life, Returning from Winter Retreat

February 11  /  Choose the Narrow Road
Scripture:  Matthew 7:13-14

February 18  /  Follow Your Guide
Scripture:  Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:7-8

February 25  /  Don’t Walk Alone 
ScriptuScripture:  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Proverbs 13:20; Proverbs 15:22; Proverbs 19:20
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