
CinCinnati 2018
By Heather Vance  |  hvance@firstdecatur.org

First Christian Church, along with three other churches, sent a group of 113 students and leaders to serve in 
Cincinnati from June 18-22. The group worked hard at various sites and had a great time building relationships  
with Cincinnati residents at block parties. We cared for them by providing dinner each night and by playing 
games and making crafts. We partnered with Matthew 25 Ministries, Master Provisions, the Cincinnati Park 
District, and Bloc Ministries and assisted these ministries with the amazing things they do.

We were challenged during our evening worship services to let God fill our lives and to see and care for 
those around us. It was a week with many God moments, and we grew in our relationship with Him and with 
each other. It’s amazing to see God work in our hearts and in the lives of the people of Cincinnati. Thank you 
for your prayers and support. Our hearts were changed by our experience.
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u Family Mission
 Trip

u Small Group 
 Launch

u Men's Breakfast

u FCC Fun Night

WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth–5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

continued on next page  u

CentRaL aSia Update
By Mary Leonard |  mleonard@firstdecatur.org

In June, three women from FCC had the privilege of visiting 
a family serving in Central Asia supported by our church. We 
planned a summer camp for children who live close to an inter-
national school with the help of many translators and volunteers, 
we hosted camp for about 40 children. Those who are serving 
long-term in Central Asia — both foreigners and national  
missionaries — built relationships and made in-roads with  
volunteers at the camp who are not believers, with the children 
and their families who attended the camp, and with the govern-
ment officials who gave their blessing for the camp.  

emily, lisa, danielle, and mary

WATCH SERMONS ON THE WEB Missed a weekend? 
No problem! Catch the sermons on the web at 

firstdecatur.org/sermons 

Built Up
NEW four-week message series 

beginning August 4/5

Our congregation is more than 180 years old. 
That’s an amazing track record! Through those years 

the church has flourished at times, and also 
stumbled in some of its ministry endeavors. 
Babies have been dedicated, couples have 
married, funerals have honored many lives, 

and countless baptisms are listed and celebrated. 
The church has survived. 

Jesus said the gates of hell would not 
hold sway over his Church. 

How does that work in the 21st century? 
What are some characteristics of a healthy 
congregation that help the church plan for 

180 years of additional ministry? 
What’s your role in that long-term plan?

Join us in the coming weeks as we explore “Built Up.”



If you would like to add your name to the news-
letter’s prayer list, please contact the church 
office. Other prayer requests will be provided to 
our intercessory prayer team.

Patty Kelly’s Family
Al Rettke

Curtis Evermann
Rosa Grado
Juan Leon

Those suffering from Summer heat

PLEASE PrAy For ThE FoLLoWiNG...

pRaYeR

DoNATioNS To FCC
Whether part of our weekend services or  
at some other time throughout the week, 
contributing your tithes and offerings is an 
act of worship.

In addition to the weekend in-worship  
offering, we also offer:
 • On-line giving for one-time or recurring  
  contributions at firstdecatur.org/give

 • Text FIRSTDECATUR to 73256. You’ll  
  receive a link to securely make your gift.

 • Mail your gift to 3350 N MacArthur Rd,  
  Decatur, IL 62526

Thank you for supporting the ministries of First!

UpCOMinG eVentS

How you have blessed First Christian Church 
MOntHLY RepORt

STUDENT LiFE 
ST. LoUiS CArDiNALS GAME
Thursday, August 2 from 8:45am to 6:30 pm 
Middle and high school students are headed 
to St. Louis to see the Cardinals play the 
Colorado Rockies. We leave FCC at 8:45am 
and return at 6:30pm. The cost is $40, which 
includes ticket, transportation, and a t-shirt. 
Students will need to bring a sack lunch to eat 
on the way or money to eat lunch at the stadi-
um. Register at firstdecatur.org/studentlife. 
Questions? Contact Heather at hvance@ 
firstdecatur.org or 217.875.3350.

MEN’S BrEAKFAST
Saturday, August 4 from 8-9am
Men of all ages are invited to a quarterly 
men’s breakfast. Enjoy a delicious breakfast, 
courtesy of our incredible kitchen team, and 
connect with other guys in our church. $5 
suggested donation. Register by August 1 at 
firstedecatur.org/men so we can make sure 
we have enough food. Questions? Contact 
Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

FirST STEPS
Saturday, August 25 at 6:15pm or 
Sunday, August 26 at 10:30am
Whether brand new to First Christian Church 
or just wanting to get plugged in, First Steps  
is the perfect place to make connections  
with other people just like you. Discover our 
mission and the “why” and “how” we grow 
and serve together. This 20-minute gathering  
meets in Room 100. Questions? Contact 
Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

FCC FiBEr ArTS
Thursday, August 16 from 5:30-7:30pm
Let’s get together to knit, crochet, and sew 
for local and global ministries! If you are inter-
ested in participating but don’t know how 
to knit, crochet, or sew, instructors from the 
Arts Academy will be available to teach adult 
beginners. Questions? Contact Andrea at 
agrunden@firstdecatur.org.

FCC FUN NiGhT
Sunday, August 19 from 4-7pm
Summer days may be coming to an end,  
but we won’t let that stop us from having fun. 
Join us for a free concert on the lawn with 
FUN DMC and free food! Bring a lawn chair 
and a friend. All ages welcome. Questions? 
Contact Heather at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

EXPLoriNG ThE ArTS
Saturday, August 25 from 3-5pm
Students of all ages are invited to come and 
see what the Arts Academy has planned for 
the fall. Meet the teachers, check out the 
classes, and even create some art while you 
are here. Staff will be on hand to answer  
questions and help with registration.
Registration for fall classes opens online 
August 25 at firstdecatur.org/arts
academy.

BECoME A CLUB 305 VoLUNTEEr!
Weekend of August 25/26
Club 305 is an after-school program for  
students from Parsons Elementary. Stop by 
the booth in the lobby to find out how you 
can make a difference in a child’s life by 
becoming a volunteer. Questions? Contact 
Amanda at aelven@firstdecatur.org.

STUDENT LiFE KiCKoFF
Sunday, August 26 from 4:30-6pm
Middle and high schools students, we  
look forward to Student Life’s regular  
programming every Sunday afternoon from 
4:30-6pm. We will have worship, games, 
teaching and small groups. We are excited 
for a new year to grow in our relationship 
with God and with one another. Questions? 
Contact Heather at hvance@firstdecatur.org.

SAy “ChEESE!” 
Occasionally, photographers will capture 
moments from First Christian Church services  
and special events. If you would like to 
request that you or your child’s photo not  
be used in print materials or online, please 
email ckirkman@firstdecatur.org.

BAPTiSMS
Maria Sinclair
Layton Wyatt

FAMiLy MiNiSTry NEWS
Keep up with what’s happening in our  
family ministries by checking out the pre-k, 
elementary, and student newsletters at  
firstdecatur.org/news.

GiViNG GrAND ToTAL
June 9/10 – $37,090

June 16/17 – $50,365
June 23/24 – $37,293

June 30/July 1 – $34,341

ThriVE GiViNG
June 9/10 – $3,241

June 16/17 – $6,933
June 23/24 – $23,495

June 30/July 1 – $6,008

ATTENDANCE
June 9/10 – 1,067
June 16/17 – 903

June 23/24 – 1,024
June 30/July 1 – 999

Central asia Update
continued from front page

annOUnCeMent! 
We are pleased to 
announce Heather 
Vance as the Family 
Ministry Director  
beginning August 1. 
Heather has been  
leading the Middle 
School ministry and 
will continue to do so 

as she leads the Family Ministry team in the 
days ahead. She has a degree from Central 
Bible College and has previous experience 
as an elementary children’s ministry director.  
Heather has been married for 20 years to 
Jack Vance, and they have a son, Carter. 
Congratulate Heather on her new role and 
pray for her and her family as she takes on 
new responsibilities in ministry.

FaMiLY MiSSiOn tRip
By Janie Kane  |  jkane@firstdecatur.org

More than 50 missionaries served together at the FirstKids Family Mission Trip on Saturday, 
July 14. The plan was to meet at The Block house to learn more about and experience this 
ministry together. We were going to build birdhouses and create bird feeders with and for  
our friends in the block. Afterwards, we had planned to deliver them to neighbors together.  
We were also going to spruce up the orchard and the neighborhood by picking up trash.  
But Mother Nature had other plans. Just as we were about to unload and set up, the sky 
turned dark and morning thunderstorms rolled in. But that didn’t stop this dedicated group  
of missionaries from serving and having fun together! We moved our mission trip to the safety 
of our church and built and created our projects there. It continued to storm while we enjoyed 
our picnic in the FirstKids Lobby. 

Missionaries Lori Griffy and her two daughters, Elizabeth and Hillary, who have attended FCC 
since Easter, didn’t let the rain dampen a wonderful time. “It was a great opportunity to get to 
know our new church family better while having fun serving our community,” said Lori.

When the sun came out 
later that afternoon, we 
all met at Fairview Park 
Pool to swim. But the 
mission trip didn’t end 
there! We scheduled  
our FirstKids Family 
Mission Trip Part 2  
and delivered those 
beautiful birdhouses 
and feeders - made with 
love - to our friends on 
The Block on July 18.

SMaLL GROUp 
LaUnCH
By Jonathan Grunden 
jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

We want everyone to know others and be 
known, and small groups are one of the 
ways we accomplish that. Each week,  
hundreds of people of all ages gather in 
groups of eight to 10 in living rooms, coffee  
shops, and at the church to pursue God 
together and truly get to know one another.

My wife and I started a group when we first 
arrived in Decatur, and three years later we 
are so grateful to share life with our fellow 
group members. Throughout life’s best 
moments — and its toughest — we know 
our group will be there to encourage and 
support one another. I would love to see 
everyone in our church experience this type 
of connection.

If you are interested in “test-driving” a small 
group, new groups will forming throughout 
August. Our official “Group Launch” event 
will be on Sunday, September 2. Details 
coming soon! Questions? Contact me (Pastor  
Jonathan) at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

We also visited a 
mosque in this pre-
dominantly Muslim 
area of the world, 
explored a modern 
city of two million 
people, hiked in the 
Himalayan moun-
tains, and ate tradi-
tional foods, such 
as horse meat. Most 
gratifying was time spent with people: A national family hosted us for an authentic meal and 
shared their stories of becoming believers and the persecution they faced; sightseeing and 
hanging out with some of the translators who were exploring faith; precious moments with a 
man who gave us a tour of the mosque and who welcomed us with such love and hospitality; 
and time with our friends who are serving each day in that country.

Please continue to keep the work of missionaries in Central Asia in your prayer as they continue  
to share the love of Christ in a muslim country.


