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TELL ME MORE
By Lori Putnam | lputnam@fi rstdecatur.org

Tell Me MORE is our third community-wide sermon 
series kicking off September 9/10. The purpose 
of this series is for the surrounding community 
to see the Church united in reaching friends and 
neighbors with the hope of Christ.

As you drive around town, you will see yard signs 
that say "Tell Me MORE," and we have provided our 
congregation with foldover invite cards to give to 
others when a conversation presents itself.

Another helpful resource is the website 
www.tellmemore.church where you can direct 
others to for more information.

The focus of the four week sermon series is on 
questions we all have about tough topics. These are: 
What happens after I die? Why do people do bad 
things? Why are Christians hypocrites? How do I 
respond to a broken relationship?

We recognize that these are tough topics to 
work through, so we will be offering small group 
material in order to facilitate more intimate 
settings to dive into the topics outside of weekend 
sermons. See the next article “Join a Small Group” 
for more information.

We look forward to hearing from God's Word 
regarding these tough topics that affect everyone. 
Start praying now for this series and whom 
God would put in your path to invite to explore 
alongside you.

A community-wide series starting in September that 
covers these tough topics:

What happens after I die?

Why do people do bad things?

Why are Christians hypocrites?

How do I respond to a broken relaionship?

For more information, read the "Tell Me More" 
article on the front page of this newsletter or visit 

fi rstdecatur.org/tellmemore.

JOIN A 
SMALL GROUP
By Jonathan Grunden | jgrunden@fi rstdecatur.org

Joining a small group is a simple way to belong, 
connect, and grow with others at First Christian 
Church. However, joining a new group does have its 
challenges. For instance, you might wonder where 
your group will meet, what will happen during group 
time, and who is going to lead your discussion. 

To answer those questions, our Group Launch 
event is taking place on Sunday September 10 
from 1-3 pm at First Christian Church. During 
this time, you will have the opportunity to meet the 
people in your group, talk through the purpose of a 
group, and determine when and where your group 
will meet. We are very excited for this event and look 
forward to seeing you there. 

To register for Group Launch, sign up for a small 
group at fi rstdecatur.org/smallgroups or stop 
by the small group table in the lobby any weekend 
in August.

September 16/17 - Receive grocery bags 

September 23/24 - Return fi lled grocery bags

more details inside



UPCOMING EVENTS
September 2 · 11am-1pm – THE BLOCK 

First Christian Church has adopted a portion of the GM Square Neighborhood by hosting 
activities that give you an opportunity to start relationships and enjoy spending time with the 
neighborhood residents. Join us at 1520 North Union Street. Questions? Contact Amanda at 
aelven@fi rstdecatur.org.

September 9 · 10am-Noon – FAMILY FUN ZOO ADVENTURE!!! 
Join us for a morning at the Scovill Zoo! $5 per person. Adults get in for the price of children.
Bring your friends.

September 10 · 1-3pm – FALL SMALL GROUP LAUNCH
Go deep into the Tell Me MORE series by joining a new sermon-based small group which will 
begin the week of September 9, 2017 and last for four weeks. Small groups are a great way 
to meet people just like you and discuss these topics together.

September – WSOY COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE
Every year, we participate in the WSOY community food drive by collecting food, manning 
phones, and sorting donations.

September 16/17 - Receive grocery bags during weekend worship services.

September 23/24 - Return fi lled grocery bags to the First Christian Church parking lot 
during weekend worship services.

October 8 - Running food drive phone bank

October 9 - Sorting donations at Catholic Charities Food Pantry

September 17 · 12:30-1:30pm – YOUNG ADULT LUNCH
Invite a friend and join other young adults for a FREE LUNCH served in Mosaic Café. 
Questions? Contact Thomas at thagan@fi rstdecatur.org.

September 19 · 2-4pm – CLUB 305 BEGINS
Club 305 is an after-school program that has helped students at Parsons Elementary 
improve their grades, make good decisions, and grow in their relationship with God. To 
become a volunteer, contact Amanda at aelven@fi rstdecatur.org.

September 20 · 6:30-7:15pm – 1st & 2nd GRADE FAMILY FAITH EVENT
Families of fi rst and second graders will join together with Family Ministries Pastor, Josh 
Koskinen, and FirstKids Elementary Director, Janie Kane, to dig into the faith topic of 
Devotions. Enjoy this interactive gathering which will include a light snack and a gift for each 
family who attends.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be added to the 
prayer list in the newsletter please contact the 

church offi ce. Other prayer requests will be 
provided to our intercessory prayer team.

Bill & Jane Cazier

Curtis Wilson

Charlie Michels 

Jobs for former ADM employees

Peace and unity for our country

Family Ministries Staff & Volunteers

Pastor BJ, Mary, and girls while on sabbatical 

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
July 8/9 –$48,467

July 15/16 –$38,968

July 22/23 –$33,895

July 29/30 –$38,377

Aug 5/6 –$41,301

ATTENDANCE
July 8/9 – 1,150

July 15/16 – 1,001

July 22/23 – 980

July 29/30 – 1,007

Aug 5/6 – 1,102

CUBA MISSION TRIP
by Josh Koskinen | jkoskinen@fi rstdecatur.org

In July a team of 25 people travelled to Matanzas, Cuba as part of our youth 
mission trip. We partnered with a Cuban church and led VBS for 120 kids, 
spent time with youth from the Cuban church in activities throughout the 
week, and participated in a variety of combined worship services. Many of 
our students were able to share their testimonies with the church, and I was 
honored to baptize ten people from the Cuban church.

One of the biggest highlights of the week was a rooftop prayer service. A 
cuban pastor spoke to our team about keeping our bodies holy. He said, 

"When you have one pair of shoes you take great care of them. If they 
get dirty, you clean them. When you have many different pairs of shoes, 
then if one gets dirty you usually just put on a different pair of shoes and 
don’t care for them as well. You, within your body, have the Holy Spirit 
that dwells within you. You have one body, one Holy Spirit. What are you 
doing to take care of it?"

This was a great reminder to fi ll our lives and hearts with things that honor 
God. The powerful service ended with prayer as we were overlooking the 
whole city. It was a night, and a trip, that our team will not forget. Thank you 
for the ways you prayed for our team and supported us on this trip.

JUMPSTART SUCCESS
The following letter was received by Pastor Wayne and written by Tanya 

Andricks, CEO of Crossing Healthcare regarding JumpStart Back-to-

School Clinic. Ms. Andricks gave permission for the letter to be shared 

with the congregation.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Crossing Healthcare 
and the entire staff, I wanted to take a moment and express my 
sincere thanks for the collaboration and volunteer hours offered 
by the congregation of First Christian Church on Saturday. The 
JumpStart Event fi lls a very real and tangible need for so many 
families. The beginning of a new school year is often exciting, 
but for many families the fi nancial stress of the return to school 
coupled with the stress of completing paperwork and obtaining 
the required school physicals is overwhelming. The members of 
First Christian Church have taken a stressful event and turned it 
into an opportunity to show God’s love and support to parents.  I 
witnessed countless interactions between families, children and 
advocates that were fun, loving, kind and genuine. Every family 
that came to JumpStart was shown love and was treated with 
kindness and respect, they mattered and it was made very clear. 
Thank you for this!

Crossing Healthcare has taken on the responsibility of being the 
safety net provider for any child who needs a physical.  We are 
committed to working directly with District 61 to meet the needs 
of the children in our community. The weeks leading to the start 
of school and the weeks surrounding the district’s deadlines for 
completion of the required health screenings, physicals, and 
immunizations are often very busy and challenging for our team. 
Everyone works extra and we do this because it is our mission 
and we believe that the school physical is an opportunity to 
impact the overall health and wellbeing of a child. It feels very 
validating for our team for someone else to appreciate the 
importance of child health and wellbeing and support the work 
we are doing. Your congregation not only showed God’s love to 
our patients, but they showed love and support to our team as 
well, making a challenging time of the year a little easier. FCC 
sets the example for meeting the needs of people where they 
are. It is an honor to collaborate with the church, Thank you for 
this opportunity!

BAPTISMS
Anna Dashiell

Mark Hill

Zachary Lourash

Matthew Wilson

MEMORIAL
Dan and Lindsey Smith extend sincere 

appreciation to all for the kind words and 

prayers expressed and given following the 

death of their infant son, Oscar, on August 3, 

2017 at St. Mary’s Hospital.

Feed My Starving Children is being brought 
to Decatur again this year through a 
partnership of Tabernacle Baptist Church 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. It’s a great 
opportunity for families or small groups to 
work together to assemble food packs for 
children around the world.

Decatur Community MobilePack Event

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

September 8 & 9

Donate or volunteer at 
give.fmsc.org/DecaturCommunity

CUBA MISSION TEAM


