
As the summer turns to fall, I am 
reminded of the seasons of parenthood. 
Each season of parenting has its own set 
of challenges. 

Some helpful reminders: This too shall 
pass. You will get through this season, 
and your child will figure out how to get 
to the next stage. You are not alone. Find 
friends or family members that have 
had the same struggles that can tell 
you how they dealt with the challenge. 
They might tell you something that you 
have never even thought of. Don’t take 
it personally. Too often we take what our 
children are going through personally. 
We assume that we are dealing with a 
certain stage because of our parenting. 

In reality, a lot of behaviors are normal, 
and we just have to do the best we can. 
Don’t judge. When we are past a stage, 
it can be easy to judge others who are 
still there.  We need to remember that we 
have a unique parenting journey. Most 
importantly, God chose you to be the 
parent of this child.  Some days you may 
question this, but it is true.  I pray that you 
will use His strength to help you through 
the stage you are in.  

Melissa and I would love to be a 
resource or just listen as needed.  We will 
continue to pray for each one of you.  

New Babies
 Jonah Stanley  

to Aaron and Callie Stanley on September 5th

Baby Dedication Celebration
Baby Dedication Celebration is a special time set aside for families to focus on the commitment 

they are making to raise their children to know and follow God.  Our next Baby Dedication 
Celebration will be November 11 at 10 am.  You can register at firstdecatur.org/babyd.  

Questions or concerns? Contact Brandy at bray@firstdecatur.org
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