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 BREWED FOR HOPE
by Lori Putnam | lputnam@firstdecatur.org  
and Lisa Weatherford | lweatherford@firstdecatur.org

Mosaic Café has been serving freshly brewed coffee, 
tasty pastries, and fragrant hot teas since it opened in 
2007. And now, we are excited to announce big news 
that makes purchasing coffee and tea at Mosaic Café 
even better!

We’re going missional!

Beginning October 7, all the coffee brewed in Mosaic 
Cafe will support mission work locally and globally. 
D-Town Roasters, a Decatur-owned company, will 
provide beans that are farmed by women in a third 
world country. By drinking coffee at Mosaic Café, you 
are helping lift women and children out of poverty. 
D-Town Roasters is also giving back to the mission 
fund of First Christian Church a portion of all Mosaic 
Café bean sales, helping us to also bring hope to 
others when FCC is “on mission.”

The fragrant teas served at Mosaic Café come from 
Compassion Tea Company. 100% of profits go 
directly to offering medical aid and education for 
people in Africa. Settling into a comfy chair with a cup 
of tea from Mosaic aids someone across the globe. 
Purchasing tea or coffee at Mosaic Café brings hope 
to those in need.

We are celebrating our new missional coffee blend on 
October 7 and 8. Come try a free sample. Bring a friend 
during our weekday hours Monday through Friday 
7-11am. Mosaic Café: Brewed for Hope.

dates and details inside

WEEKENDS

Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am

6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm 



HELP FOR 
HURRICANE 
HARVEY VICTIMS
By Lori Putnam | lputnam@firstdecatur.org

We all watched with horror the devastation that 
Hurricane Harvey wreaked upon the Houston 
area. But what could we do from here in the 
middle of the country?

A special offering was received the weekend of 
Sept. 2/3, and our congregation responded with 
great generosity. Over $16,000 was given to 
aid the recovery efforts in Texas.

Our former associate pastor, Darren Embree, 
serves as Lead Pastor at CrossRoads Church 
in Decatur, TX. Members of his congregation 
loaded pick up trucks and boats to provide 
manpower in assisting with the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey. We knew that sending the 
money collected at First Christian Church would 
be used wisely when sent on to CrossRoads 
Church. Our history with Pastor Darren gives us 
the assurance that aid would be given to those 
in desperate need of help. 

CROSSROADS CHURCH TEAM

Teams of people from CrossRoads Church 
have been serving in Rockport, TX. They have 
helped tear out drywall from damaged homes in 
order to facilitate the drying process. They have 
provided food, water, and baby supplies. They 
have been able to tangibly serve in part due to 
our resources.

HARVEY DAMAGE

Thank you for being a congregation who 
practices generosity. Because of your giving, 
suffering has been eased in Texas. We are 
fortunate to be able to assist recovery efforts 
and look forward to hearing more stories of how 
your giving made a difference in lives affected 
by Hurricane Harvey.

WSOY 
COMMUNITY 
FOOD DRIVE
by Jonathan Grunden |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

Over the past fifteen years, over 7.8 million 
pounds of food has been collected and 
distributed to individuals and families in the 
Decatur community. Last year, because of the 
wonderful generosity of the community, the 
WSOY Community Food Drive was able to help 
Catholic Charities, The Salvation Army, The 
Good Samaritan Inn, Northeast Community 
Fund, The Judy Mason Thanksgiving Basket 
Project, Reasonable Services, God’s Shelter of 
Love, AMELCA Food Pantry, Moundford Free 
Methodist Food Pantry, and Interchurch Council 
of Blue Mound, Boody, Stonington, and Macon.

As with past years, First Christian Church is 
partnering with the WSOY Community Food 
Drive to collect food the weekend of Sept. 23/24, 
man the call center from 6am–6pm during the 
Food Drive on Oct. 6, and sort food at Catholic 
Charities on Oct. 7. We are excited to help the 
Food Drive reach their 2017 goal of collecting 
1.5 million pounds of food. To volunteer, visit 
firstdecatur.org/fooddrive or contact Pastor 
Jonathan at jgrunden@firstdecatur.org.

TELL ME MORE
By Jonathan Grunden | jgrunden@firstdecatur.org 
and Lori Putnam | lputnam@firstdecatur.org

This four-week sermon series is designed to 
help people gain answers to some of life’s tough 
questions such as “What happens after I die?”, 
“Why do people do bad things?”, “Why are 
Christians hypocrites?”, and “How do I handle a 
broken relationship?” As we explore these tough 
topics, we will learn about the difference between 
the “MORE” we think we want and the “MORE” 
we really need. Whether it’s a better way of life, 
healthier relationships, direction in life, or deeper 
meaning, MORE is out there and available to you. 
Come join us to discover MORE of the life God 
designed you to live.

CHANGE FOR 
LIFE UPDATE
The generosity of the congregation of First 
Christian Church resulted in a total of $2587.57 
received by New Life Pregnancy Center’s Change 
for Life Baby Bottle Campaign! Well done!

New Life Pregnancy Center offers compassionate 
support for women facing unplanned 
pregnancies. In addition, free classes and 
resources help families navigate parenthood. Find 
out more about the ministry of New Life Pregnancy 
Center at newlifepregnancycenter.com or call 
217.872.5556.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October – WSOY COMMUNITY FOOD DRIVE

Every year, we participate in the WSOY community food drive by collecting food, manning 
phones, and sorting donations. Volunteer at firstdecatur.org/fooddrive.

October 6 - Receive pledges through the phone bank

October 7 - Sort donations at Catholic Charities Food Pantry

October – PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH
We want to take this month to thank and bless our pastors. Every weekend in October there 
will be tables located in the lobbies of the East and West auditoriums where cards can be 
dropped off. We also ask the church to focus on lifting our pastors and their families up in 
prayer throughout this month. Please feel free to be creative with ways to bless those who 
faithfully lead our congregation.

October 7 & 8 – MOSAIC CAFÉ GOES MISSIONAL
The coffee and teas now served at Mosaic help others in third world countries, giving them 
hope. Free samples and other giveaways this weekend as we celebrate being missional. 
Mosaic Cafe: Brewed for Hope.

October 9 · 7-10:30pm – MONDAY NIGHT MAN NIGHT
We'll watch Bears vs. Vikings and eat wings in the East Auditorium. Bring your buddies.

October 9-13 · 7-10:30pm – PRAYER WEEK
Join with the congregation and staff of First Christian Church to pray for healing and 
restoration. Each day’s prayer session will be different. However, the same 30-minute prayer 
service will be repeated daily at 7am, noon, and 6pm in the East Auditorium.

October 11 · 6:30-8pm – WEDNESDAY NIGHT EQUIP
It’s the mission of First Christian Church to develop devoted followers of Jesus Christ by 
growing and serving together. Wednesday night classes are a great way to learn more about 
 God’s Word as well as connect with others just like you. Take the  next step in your faith 
journey! Learn more and register online at firstdecatur.org/equip.

October 14 · 11am-1pm – THE BLOCK: CARVING PUMPKINS
Kids and adults from First Christian Church and The Block, come out to carve pumpkins! It's 
sure to be a gooey time. Meet at 1520 North Union Street.

October 14 · 5-6pm – FAMILY BAPTISM CELEBRATION
The Family Baptism Celebration is a wonderful opportunity for kids, families, and anyone to 
proclaim their faith through baptism at the end of the 5pm West Auditorium worship service. 
Immediately following the service, everyone is welcome to join the celebration in the East 
Auditorium with cupcakes and punch. If your child is interested in baptism, contact Janie at 
jkane@firstdecatur.org.

October 29 · 5pm – CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The 2018 proposed budget will be the main item on the agenda. All members are 
encouraged to attend.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be added to the 
prayer list in the newsletter, contact the church 

office. Other prayer requests will be provided to our 
intercessory prayer team.

Osborn family

Bob Whiteman

Bill and Jane Cazier

Well paying secure jobs for our communities

Our country and its leaders

Hurricane victims in TX and FL

Christians worldwide persecuted for their faith

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTALS
Aug 12/13 –$31,471

Aug 19/20 –$52,831

Aug 26/27 –$46,965

Sept 2/3 –$68,978

ATTENDANCE
Aug 12/13 – 1,074

Aug 19/20 – 1,083

Aug 26/27 –1,168 

Sept 2/3 – 1,116

BAPTISMS
Benjamin Marz

Robert  Walker

MEMORIALS
Peggy Osborn

 Matt March

Effie Whiteman


