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CUBA MISSION 
SUCCESS!
By BJ Leonard |  bleonard@firstdecatur.org

In early March, a team of 12 men traveled 
to Cuba on behalf of First Christian Church. 
Their mission was to complete a bathroom 
restoration and further relationships with the 
local church. To complete the project, the 
men  took over 1200 lbs of plumbing and 
building materials with them. In the span of 
a single week, they repaired and completely 
refurbished the church's restrooms.

ARTS ACADEMY 
EXHIBITIONS
By Andrea Grunden|  agrunden@firstdecatur.org

If you hang out around the FirstKids area on 
Thursday evening, you will find a group of 
kids with paint brushes and canvases creating 
visual art. Peek into the East Auditorium and 
find a group of dancers learning dance moves 
in the Hip Hop class, and there are noises and 
delicious smells wafting out of the kitchen. 
Upstairs a group of young dancers are 
working on their ballet positions. These are 
just some of the sights and sounds during our 
Thursday evening Arts Academy classes. 

A new class that began this year is the Fiber 
Arts class which gives kids an opportunity 
to learn skills like embroidery. Since the 
beginning of the class, we talked about the 
importance of using the skills we learn to 
bless others. As the class worked on creating 
embroidered bookmarks one evening, a 
student asked for additional materials. I found 
out that she wanted to make a bookmark for 
each of the kids in her class! At that point, I 
was confident that this Arts Academy class AFTER 12 MEN + 1 WEEK
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The month of May brings a turn in the story of Jesus 
in Matthew. Over the last couple of months we’ve 

witnessed the early stages of Jesus’ ministry of 
preaching, teaching, and miracles.

Now things get personal. Jesus—God in the flesh!—
passes the ministry baton off to his followers. This 

month you will discover how God has uniquely called 
you to ministry in each of your life's settings.

STUDENT-MADE BOOKMARK



UPCOMING EVENTS
WEEKENDS
Worship Services – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
Birth-5th Grade – Saturday at 5pm and Sunday at 9:15am and 11am 
6th-12th Grade – Sunday from 4:30 - 6pm

May 4 • 5-7pm – ARTSHARE
Come see what Arts Academy kids have learned and created over the past program year. 
Questions? Contact Anita Gifford at agifford@firstdecatur.org.

May 5 • 5:30-8pm – FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Invite your friends to join you for FREE pizza, inflatables, and games at First Christian Church! 
Event hosted by Families@First. Questions? Contact Pastor Josh Koskinen at jkoskinen@
firstdecatur.org.

May 7 • 12:30-1:30pm – YOUNG ADULT LUNCHEONS
Young adults 18-25 years old are invited to bring a friend for FREE lunch at Mosaic Café. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Thomas Hagan at thagan@firstdecatur.org.

May 8 • 6:30pm – THE SERVE TOGETHER CELEBRATION
• Hors d’oeuvres served at 6:30pm.
• “THE TONIGHT SHOW” themed  live entertainment begins at 7pm.
• After-party featuring desserts and  live music by FUN DMC from 8-9pm.
• RSVP by calling First Christian Church at 217.875.3350  or visit firstdecatur.org/celebrate.

May 12 • 6pm – FCC COLLEGE GAME NIGHT
College-aged students are invited to come play games, have snacks, and hang out. Meeting 
is off-site. Contact Tina Arseneau at tinamariecg@yahoo.com

May 13 • 9am-Noon – CAR WASH FUNDRAISER
Dust, mud, birds, bugs - they all make deposits on your vehicle. Bust the dust at First 
Christian Church during this carwash fundraiser that benefits this year's Cincinnati and  
Cuba mission trips.

May 13 &14 – FIRST STEPS
Saturday at 6:15pm or Sunday at 10:30am

Whether brand new to FCC or just looking to get plugged in, First Steps is the perfect place 
to make connections with other people just like you! Discover our mission and the “why” 
and “how” we grow and serve together. This 20-minute gathering meets in Room 100. 
Questions? Contact Morgan at marseneau@firstdecatur.org.

May 14 – BABY DEDICATION REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Baby Dedication Celebration is a wonderful event for families with children birth to age two. 
Around family tables with friends and loved ones, parents dedicate themselves to raising 
their child to know and follow Jesus. Parent orientation is May 21 at 10:30am. Details and 
registration can be found at firstdecatur.org/babyd. Questions? Contact Brandy at bray@
firstdecatur.org. Registration ends May 14.

May 17 & 18 • 6:30pm – ARTS ACADEMY END OF YEAR PIANO RECITALS
Piano students from the Arts Academy will perform musical pieces they’ve learned this past 
year. Everyone is invited to attend. A cake reception will follow these events. Questions? 
Contact Anita at agifford@firstdecatur.org.

PRAY ABOUT IT
If you would like your name to be personally added 

to the prayer list in the newsletter please contact 
the church office. Other prayer requests will be 

provided to our intercessory prayer team.

Dan Burton 

Dick Eggers  

All FCC Cancer Patients 

Cancer Center Doctors & Nurses 

All serving protecting our country 

Our community (jobs & prosperity)

BLESSINGS 
REPORT

GIVING GRAND TOTAL
March 11/12 –$45,197 

March 18/19 –$47,720 

March 25/26 –$38,114 

April 1/2 –$55,725

ATTENDANCE
March 11/12 –1,120 

March 18/19 –1,179 

March 25/26 –1,218 

April 1/2 –1,219

BAPTISMS
Blanca Corely 

Ashton Cranford 

Jermarcu Flagg 

Catera Hubert 

Sue Pilling 

Megan Shull 

Teagan Shull

MEMORIALS
Connie Cutler – March 29, 2017 

Don Perry – April 17, 2017

Advisors’ Visit
By Lori Putnam |  lputnam@firstdecatur.org

Our congregation is blessed by the voices 
of advisor pastors who observe the life of 
First Christian Church on a regular basis in 
order to gauge the health of our church’s 
pastoral staff, staff at large, and ministry 
areas. This year, Pastor Greg Taylor of First 
Christian Church in Clinton, Illinois and 
Pastor Michael Ten Eyck of First Christian 
Church in Pittsfield, Illinois have served 
us as advisors by meeting with pastors, 
staff, elders, and a small panel of church 
members over the course of a two-day 
visit. Soon, they will be presenting their 
written report to our church elders. We 
look forward to seeing what God revealed 
to Pastor Greg and Pastor Michael and 
how the Holy Spirit will continue to lead us 
in the days ahead.

Server Together Celebration
By Jonathan Grunden  |  jgrunden@firstdecatur.org

If you volunteer in a ministry at First 
Christian Church, plan to party with us 
at the Serve Together Celebration on 
May 8! This is an opportunity for us to 
acknowledge and celebrate everyone 
who volunteers in and through the various 
ministries of First Christian Church.  We 
thank God for the hundreds of people who 
are a part of our Serve Together teams, and 
we are excited to celebrate their service 
with a night of food, games, and live music! 
This year’s theme is based on "The Tonight 
Show". Find event details in the Upcoming 
Events section of this newsletter.

This trip was different from past Cuba mission trips because it was First Christian Church's 
first project-focused mission trip to Cuba. These men took hundreds of pounds of tools 
and supplies with them. They performed major construction work alongside the Cubans.

Because of the changing political atmosphere in Cuba, a mission like this is now possible 
whereas just one year ago completing this mission would have been impossible. We 
praise God for the success of this mission trip and are excited about what the future holds 
for our involvement in Cuba.

If you have questions or would like to engage in our mission in Cuba,  
contact Pastor BJ at bleonard@firstdecatur.org.

Cuba
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had been a blessing to my students and to 
the people they care about.

As our year for the Arts Academy draws to 
a close, the students are looking forward 
to having an opportunity to bless you by 
sharing the fruits of their new skills! Join 
us for ArtShare and Piano Recitals in early 
and mid-May. Find event details in the 
Upcoming Events section of this newsletter.

Arts Academy
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MORE PHOTOS FROM CUBA MISSION


